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Spurgeon Street, 
Santa Ana, California, 


October 7, 1902. 


Dear Mr. Pieters: - 

I received your letter with the appointment and the 
savings bank book. I am very much obliged to you for all your 
work for me and I hope that I can render you some service too on 
a certain time. 

I gee that I got a promotion. Well, that is very pleasant 
to me for I find owt that life is somewhat dearer here than in the 
Rast. Clothing, for instance, is mich dearer. 

Mr. Dorsett was so kind to help me out of the financial 
difficulties by accepting a cheek from me for (25.00 to be paid from 
my bank book. Wow we will see how the people in Washington act. I 
will write them, too, to bring the money over here so I don't think 
I will have to bother you any more with those unpleasant money affairs. 

You write, a.o., "If I will only stick to it." Yes, I'll 
try. But it seems to me that the more a man travels, the legs he 
feels himself attached to a certain place. Aman is constantly wish- 
ing and longing for farther off and unseen places. Why do we have 
that desire? 

There are a great many people here in California who have 
on been here so very long and it seems that all of them like the 
places connected with their childhood best. It seems that we are 


all, then, ins time in which we do not sce the more unpleasant 
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things of life 80 clear as we do later on. But the children born 
and grown up here will always remember vividly their younger daye 
when they are in a legs blessed country than this. Here a boy can 
eatias many walmuts, peaches, figs, watermelons or prickly pears 
as he wants. The fruit rots on the tree, so plentiful is the 
supp} y. 

I have made some walke out in the country. How ary every- 
thing ie The Opuntias are the only green plants in the hills and 
those are s0 sonnei well protected that you hare to take care 
not to go too near to them, heir spines are simply ewful. ‘They 
go right through your clothes and even through one’s shoes. And 
yet, notwithstanding the dryness, there is a charm about the scenery 
that makes you feel happy. 

. Last Sunday I wos on the seashore and took a swim in the 
Pacific. It was rather cool, cooler than a man would expect in so 
gunny a lani. They catch in the last days an immense amount of 
fish down there--6,000 pounds in one haul. America generally is 
e country of plenty, but California capecially enjoys it. 

Well, I come to the end again. IT did not have mich news 
toe give so you will excuse this chat. 

With my best greetings to you and Mrs. Pieters, I remain 


Very truly yours, 
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Santa Ana, California, 


October 20, 1902. 


Dear Mr. Pieters; 

| I herewith send you the vouchers for salary. I filled 
them in as Mr. Pleree directed me and so I hope they are in good 
shape. There are six of them and they just cover this year. 

I have not much news this time. I just got a check 
from the Savings Bank so I can draw my money here. I believe 
that this letter will eross probably a draft from you. 

We have all the plants planted you shipped to us. Some 
of them show signs of growth already. 

Well, I finish now. 


Yours very truly, 


F, W. MYER 


7O3 NB. Spurgeon Street, 
Sante Ana, California, 
April 6, 1903. 
Dear Mr. Picters: 
You will be probably surprised to hear again from me. 
- Yee, I didn't feel quite up to writing for a long time, but now 
I have to write. 


I would ask you if you would be so good, please, and 
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4, 


send me the necessary papers for leaving the Department's service. 
Iam going to resign. 

Things are not satisfactory here to me and so I better 
change again. This is a great country and I have still much to 
sce and to learn before I sactueslly settle down. 

I thought the date for resigning might be May 15th and 
wh en possible I would like to have a leave of absence from May lst 
‘Oo May 15th. When that is not possible, however, the resignment - 
date had better be May lst. 

When I came here in September, the 18th, I started work- 


ing the next day, though my leave expired but October 4th so I do 


not think I ask too much, do I¢ 


Y am very sorry I have to give you all this trouble agein, 
but Mr. Pieters, I think {t is altogether better for me to mai 

When you might have some suggestions I will be very glad 
to receive them. 

I never answered Mra. Pieters’ letter and yours yet bat 
when Tam once at rest again, I'll surely do. 

With my best greetings to you both, I am 


Yours sincerely, 
PRANK H. MOYER 


703 Berth Spurgeon street, 
Sante Ama, California, 
Gerbil 16, 1903. 


Dear Mr. Pleters: 
Tam going to write you agein. 
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Professor Plerce read to me part of the letter he is 
sending you but he skipped some part of the writing and it is more 
or less by accident that I came to see those skipped parts. 

Now, I very strongly object to those sentences, I[t is 
not my roving disposition alone that makes me go from here. WNo, 
the situation here itself is not very pleasant. I have been treated 
here just like a very common laborer. 

During the winter while we had very cold days, I didn't 
even have a stove or anything of the kind to warm me and when I made 
a few remarks about thet, Mr. Plerce thought I had to take geome 
manual labor and get warm agein. Considering comfortable quartera, 
well, up at the office I have no room or desk at all. I used to 
have a desk, but when Mre. Kelley came out here, she was given it 
and at the present it is used as 4 reading table. At the garden, 
yes, Ihave just a place there for temporary use and since e month 
or so @ atove in it, but otherwise very little; soap or towels or 
a decent tolletroom are simply unknown luxuries. 

And about books, my? Weekes and weeks ago Mr. Plerce 
offered to get some publication for me from the Department for as 
Y am not on the list I don't get any and now a week or a0 ago we 
got a series of yearbooks and Parmers Bulletins for the library of 
Garden A. That's sll, 

Bat these are but little pa@sonmal things. Another more 
weighty matter ie the garden itself. 

We are very crudely working here. Things that are nec~- 
essary are entirely wanting. If it hadn't been for the energy and 
push of Mr. Dorsett, I believe we wouldn't even have had such things 


yet as mnure, leafmold and a few glass frames. They procured those 
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6. 


during the absence of Mr. Pieree to Washington, because we needed 
them so badly, but I know Mr, Alerce never really approved it. 
Then, the treatment of plants is by far not satisfying. 
Baniboo plants that should have been nursed én after being planted 
out covered with s mulch as Mr. Fairchild directed, are simply 
doing without it. Different plants recelved from S.?.%, died from 
lack of proper care and more of this kind of thing is going on, 
One of the strange things here is that there does not 
seem to be an oublined Plan. Ome does not know what is going to 
be next. Mr. Pierce is writing to missionaries 211 over the world, 
to forest rangers and to soldiers in the Philippine Islands to 
obtain plants for this place but I don’t know what we are golng 
to do with them. Besides that, this place is not the best spot 
to gftow a great many things. Bot Mr. Fierce says he wants this 
place filled up. Well, we are filling it. 
When I had ea talk with you on a certain time, you said 
that the Department was thinking of establishing » garden for the 
propagating of newly introduced plants. Well, when I may give you 
some humble advice, then f would suggest you to look over many 
more places before you actually decide. A few of the disadvantages 
out here are: lst, rather heavy frosts; 2nd, soil generally of a 
heavy and baking neture g0 thet smmll plants sre very hard te grow; 

$rd, rather far from a point of importation and from a center of 
tase where one could go and compare and study the things he wanted 
4n Gommect ton with his work, 

About the collection of wild plants in foreign countries, 


yes, I would like that very mech, but ss Mr. Pierce wants everything 
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? 
only for this place, I am somewhat doubtful about the possibility. 
Vell, Mr. Pleters, I did not say these things in anger 
or with any evil intentions but aimply and honestly for justifying 


myself and explaining unsatisfactory conditions out here. 


| When the collecting scheme does not aueceed, IT hope you 
will have no trouble in getting my resignation and a little time 
of leave. 
Hoping you will not quite forget me, I an 
Yours sincerely, 


PRAM H, MEYER. 


Montecito, California 


Jamary 3, 1904 


Tear Mr, Torsett;: 
Na few days have passed ainese I sot your nice letter 
and I'11 answer 4t now, Ous letters simoly crossed one another, 
Yes, about not reentering Government Service anymore, I 
would not say that exactly, but I feel so devressed by different cone 
ditions, to stay here in California I may go perhaps in the service 


aeain, if I feel real well, but now my nerver are not in the best 





shape and this dry, always the some climate doen't seem to be very good 
for we. I leng for a rainier climate and for a bit more change in the 
weather. It is entirely too monotonous here in So. Calif. I think 
this is a aplendid climate for old and sick people, but not for s 
normal, healthy person. Yo, it is too good. JT think sometimes with 
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7~a, 
pleasure how a snowstorm would do me good or a heavy, warm rain, as we 
heve them in the old ecquntry and in the East. 

If you are going to have a talk with Mr. Pieters, please 
tell him thet I am mot in such a good nervous condition as to accept 
a governmental position, no matter how much I would like to work with 
you. You have seen it yourself, Mr. Dorsett, how miserable I began to 
feel in Sante ee and I have to be very careful still. 

Rw, you know, I'll first see the St. Louis Fair and from 
there I don't know yet what to do. I may go down to Mexico or to some 
other tropical country to see the tropics and then I may return to the 
colder climate asain. But that is the future, I'11] let that rest yet. 

Se you have narrowed down to but 3 places. Yell, I congrat- 
ulate you on thet; it will be a heavy burden teken off from you. I 
now hope that you may soon have only 1 left, as soon as you have had a 
conference at Yashington. 

4nd then you will build up, with all the energy you have 
got, a fine, laughing garden, which will beat P. P.'s patch all to pieces. 


Yell, with my best wishes for you all. 


Yours very sincerely, 


FRANK HN. MEYER. 


Montecite, California 


February 9, 1904 


Mr. P. H. Dorsett: 
Dear Mr. Dorsett: 


Very, very moch obliged for your offer, but no, I can't 
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P-b 
accept. When you are established in Chico, I prebably will pay you a 
a visit en route to St. Louis, 
| I got a littio difficulty here with the employer and by 
mitual agreement IT am going to leave a few months earlier than our first 
intentions were and so by March lst. I am a free man again. ‘uch 
obliged also for your last cordial letter, I am glad you all enjoy 
life again in the o14 home. Don't you feel the change of climate very 
much? 
You ask me in that letter about a gardener who would be 
Willing to teuke thet position. Well, perhaps; there is thet sardner 
here who wrote you about his grapevine fumigetine and I heard he may 
come out of employment. When I hear some more from you about this, I 
Will see him and talk thines over. Ye is one of the brightest men here 
in this valley and remarkably well costed about all things concerning 
our trade. 
| I would like to see Chico. ‘hey tell me it gets quite 
cold up there in winter, but there are frostless belts. Is that so? 
Will you be so kind please and thank Mr. Pieters too, 
for sll his kindness concerning me. Se probably don't like me to roam 
so much, but the song of liberty is so sweet. “ow in these last days 
the san shines brighter, the birds sing more gaily and everything seems 
more laughing, now thet my prison walle are crumbling away under the 
steady hamvser strokes of father time. I would like to be in your place 
Just for one day and see the old friends again in Washington. I think 
IT would find cuite a few new faces, are'nt there? 


‘Well, Ili conclude, with uy best wishes to you and your 
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Kors) 
family and my kind remesberings to Mr. Pieters, Or. Smith, Mr. Oliver 
and others whe may know me yet, I am 


Yours sincerely, 
Peary ¥. hi ‘ 





Gasdalajara, Hexico, 
April 25, 1904. 
Dear Mr. Pieters: 
You will probably be surprised to get a letter from this 
part of the world. Yes, I felt I had to gee the tronics and so I 
took a steamer from San Francisco and went to San Blasand. From 
there I walked to a short distance from this city. I covered over 
200 miles of territory by foot and saw some of the most beautiful 
Scenery. My intentions are now not to walk very much more, as the 
heat and the lonsomeness are often a bit ompressive. [ intend to 
take a2 train to Yexicoe City and stop over at a few interesting 
places, from there I return to the United States again, though T 
would Like to work a couple of months in this country to learn a 


bit more about the native fruits and vecetables. 
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There is a whale of o lot of fruits here I have never 
heard of before and some taste very good, though others are decid- 
edly flat to my taste. I like the mangos best of all. They are 
delicious and so cheap, only from one to two centa apiece. I've 
eaten many a one already, ‘The mamees are rather good too, so are 
sapota~chico, but as for cherimoyas, ciruelos, aguacates, I don't 
care mach for them, The natives, though, seem to enjoy them. It 
would take me & whole time to learn how they prepare some fruits 
for some cannot be eaten raw. 

Do you think, Mr. Pleters, that the Department would 
like to have some of those fruits for introduction? If so, I would 
be glad to hear from you. JI will be in Mexico City within some 
days and will go to the Post Office and see if there is some mail 
for me, 

Now I will have one trouble, that is in getting out of 
this country, I would like to leave by way of Vera Cruz or Tampico 
and go by steamer to New Orleans and proceed to St. Louisa, but 
there is yellow fever in both ports and by rail geta a bit too 
expensive. Well, perhaps the fever clears out by the time I am 
there. I have roughed it so well now the last time that I am 
pretty well hardened against all kinds of drawbacks. I sometimes 
had a hard time getting sufficient food in the countrys; those poor 
Mexicans live by the day and when one enters such a cluster of 
huts {a village?) between meal times, everything eatable has been 
consumed and one has either to wait for hours or go on the march 
to the next ome which is, Heaven knows, how many miles away. And 


if one is lucky enough to get food, it is tortillas, which are 
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little thin pancakes, beked without grease or salt on a hot earthen 
pan and consists of handground maize (corn) flour. Sometimes one 
gets some frijoles, too. These are smsll brown beans. OH, one sets 
accustomed to it, but one feels that there is not much substance in 
marching on day after day. 

Yell, I think I'll finish now. Yy best regards to Yre. 
Pieters; also to Dr. Smith and other gentlemen who may ask for me. 
Did Mr. Oliver go to California? 

Hoping to hear a few words from you, Iam 

Yours respectfully, 
WRAWK 0. WEYSR. 

P.S. Are there, oerhans, some things I can be of service to you 


while in Mexico? 


Guadalajara, “Mexico, 
April 28, 1904 
Dear Br. Dorsett: 

After a long, tiresome walk from 5. Blas on the Pacific 
Oeean T have broucht it as far as Guadalajara. I don't think to walk 
very much more; it is too hot and too dry. 

Y covered over 260 miles of territory by foot anyway and that 
is at least something, for food and drink are by far not always easy to 
obtain and roads, well, I will only eay 7 never Gaw euch miserable roads 
in all my life. 

There are a whole lot of strange fruits in thie country, 


gome T never nheerd of before. T'1l write to Mr. Pieters now and see 
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if I can send some to the Department. Perhaps you may want some too, 
if you are fixed uo for it already. 

If you may want to write me acfew words, after a couple of 
days Ytil be in Mexico City and will go to the P.O. and see. 

Now are things in Chieo? TI hope all right. 

With my best regords to Mrs. Dorsett and the children, I am 

Yours sincerely, 


PRAMK MW. METPR. 


Cuernavaca, Vexico 
Vay 23, 1904 
Dear Ur. Dorsett: 

4s you see, T am still in this sountry and also elive. I 
left Mexico City a couple of days ago and walked again to this place. 
Tt is about 60 miles and * did it in 2 days, so that is vretty quick. 

. I stayed much longer in “Mexico City than I intended, but I 
woited for mail which didn't come the. and aa life is oretty hich down 
there I concluded to leave. T looked around for a nosition tos, as T 
would like to learn more about the native fruite ond plants, but this 
country is no good for an poor white man. 

In the first place, hare ie plenty of ordinary labor, who 
work for very little, as there needs are extremely few and secondly 
there is no demand for high cless labor, at least not in my profession. 
So now, Y will go te Vera Cruz and go back to the good old states. 

Tf I might strike a good thing, T may remain a while yet in this country, 
but from whar I have seen already, this does not seem to be very likely, 


This a creat country for different fruits and plants. 1 
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thought I knew quite some plants, but here I find out her limited ones 
knowledge really is. ‘There hardly passes a day, especially in this 
region, that I do not discover some unknown fruits or flowers. If those 
Mexicans only would impreve their fruits, now far more pleasure they 
could have from thom, “hey seem to grow everything from seeds and as 
a result ome finds on the aarceta, apricots with the size of cherries 
and cherries like red currants, peaches ail clingstones and small and 
hard and all those strance fraits like the ee cirnelas (2 kinds), 
Sapatos {4 kinds), bananes (5 or 6 kinds), mangoes (4 varieties), 
limes (sour aiid sweet ones) and oranges. Yell, I don't know all yet, 

but all those things are just eaten as nature produces them. One can 
really find sometimes a ule lot of varieties mixed together, probably 
picked from one gerden where the owner has sown a lot of stuff. 

When once the American nation begins to extend more south- 
wards then they will improve things, for the natives do not seem to feel 
the needs of better things. Yon have no idea, Sir, how simmle the 
rural population lives. In the hot regions they simply have as a 
dwelling, a structure with walls consisting of palm stems, reeds or 
branches from trees and the roof is mde from ralm or bababe leaves 
or long grass. “ow they con live in these places for an whole life 
time is a purzle to me, for rain, dust, insects and everything can come 
in. I alent in one hut near San Blaze, where IT had to climb up a 
Slender tree stem with cuts in it to reach the bamboo sticks upon which 
I and one wart of the family slept, the other part slept on the clay 
floor underneath us. I heard big insects crawl above me on those palm 
leaves and was afraid a big spider or a scorpion might drop down on me, 
so I didn't sleep exactly very quietly. 

But for scenery this is a wonderful country; high mountains 
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and deep valleys follow in succession, ‘ere, where I am now for instame, 
I hardly think I ever saw a finer spot. Ye are here in a levely valley 
with renge after range of mountains around, one peak away in the distance, 
is en extinct volcano covered pernetually with snow, for its height is 
over 17,000 feet. Its name is Popocatepetl, an easy name, sint it? 

And such a deliehtful climate. California aint in it, no 
matter how mich the papers lie about it. Ye are at an elevation of 
about 5,000 feet and so it is not so warm as farther down and yet not 
$o chilly ae it is sometimes in Mexico ‘ity, which is at a 7,000 foot 
elevation. ‘The fine towering royal palms (Creodoxa regia), natives 
of Guba, crow most beautifully here. ‘The mango trees are loaded down 
with fruit. Corn is to be found at any stare of development, from Just 
sprouting to goldenine of ripeness. This morning I saw fields with a 
fine stend of Manihet (the Sapioeca plant) and on other places sugar- 
cane, Or peanuts, or watermelons, or sweet potatoes, or coffee bushes, 
or tall or dwarf bananas were to be seen. “Truly wonderful the variety 
of things that can grow here. 

Now we glabe tretters, we miss much, like an home life and 
comforts, but sometimes we get our rewards too, when we are able to 
lay eyes wpon such landscapes. 

& few days avo I found the gemuine wild potato groring at 
elevations between 9,000 and 10,000 feet. Awful smell they are and I 
am really surprised that the modern “murphies" are their desteninnte. 
The tubers ies not larger than hazelnuts and the slants are small, too. 
T felt just as glad as if I had found a nugget, for a botanist can 
have his *strikes® too, as the miners term it. 


The reiny season has started and it may take me somewhat 
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God 
lenger now to travel, as the roads may be sometimes in bad shape, for 
roads there are here, for which the name trail is far too noble, 
especially in the mountains where one slides from one boulder on 
another. It will take me probably 14 or 15 days to reach the city 
of Ialana, State of Vera Cruz, Yexico, and if you might feel to drop 


me a few lines, I will call at the P. 0. there. Md my card reach 





you from Guadalajara? I do not know really where you are living 
now. When in Prieco I saw in the paper that there were some difficul- 
ties in settling the garden matter at Chico, so I don't know. either 
did I hear from Yr. Pieters. Perhaos there happened something vith 
the mail. 

Well, I will close now. 

Receive with Mre.Dersett and the children my best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 


PRANK W, 





dalapa, Vera Cruz, Vexico 
dume 13, 1904 
Mr. P. H. Dorsett, 
Chico, California. 
Dear Mr. Dorsett: | 
My cordial thenke for your nice letter of June ist, 
which I received a few days ago. I was glad to hear again from you. 
I am living now in a strange on t the language bu partly 
understand and it does do one good to get a lettor from a friend in 


that dear English. 


I see from your writing that you are pretty well fixed, 


aa: paw bad at seationoe od yom shaor sd? a6 .,Lovant.o: won iol 
eidem oad txt at Ltatd omen ed? iokdw 20% .etad inside 

no tebived ono mort seb ile sno etedw eaindnsom oft mt xi Lateegas 
| Wis est, dosex of eysh Gf to BL 4 ‘sis tad kite a, 


coub of fe0% Jigs soy LW bets,.0olnzel .morQ.aze¥ fo efet8 yeqekel 20. 














dosent brap ys bit .eredd .0 4 odd tm Lino tite T.,sentl wet 2 on 
Lah ame aon seme adh comme DRE LORE AR SS ili 
teddiet ,woox ¢'aebh Tos cold? ta soften sebtey add nedities at wots. 
it MERE DUNE oredd ecarval eed aly ai most teed 2 bth, 
aS daeaieiee Fare Den Won noo JL iw T - aid yok alle : 


-sofein dead yw setilisio efd baw tieett.ent ciiw ewte 
2 tow cot he ore eee MERIT i ok jake gt Ye eR ‘wort 


Sa: ©t) Pk oa Wire b . _* 5 we «mt ia aa aye NES Ae eae eg ee ee eed Aca ad sees 





ootxve .soxt areVY ,agsfal 


wt 


f &OSL 251 esl Neary vated he Spay ee {oak pee “obh i yee 







. ’ oo Br wert rp seni: | syle Pasa y Gah ae sit ee ee 
i» eff enh Yo ted%eL, eots EMO 0% ‘peteads Ieliroo ei “e ica 
-7O% MOTt alege seed of help om i. BR —* &. _ Cs; obs 


io wt ity a he at nog 


| 


9~e 
Well, I am glad for that. After a mun has had so mny difficulties 
and for so prolonged a time, as you have had, then he deserves a bright 
shining sun on his path of life. 
You write you are getting bids on a #1500 irrigation plant. 

Wy. do you need such an big affair down there, too? I thought irrigat- 
ing up North was not necessary. They told me, that as the rainy sea- 
80n Starts mich earlier and lasts much longer, there was so much 
moisture in the ground the rainless susmer months that irrigating was 
not necessary. And 80 acres of land, horses, barn, lath house, yes, it 
Will be a big place. I wonder how P. P. thinks about this. Fe mst 
be as med as a spider. fe with his one or two rented acres and his 
empty plans for an universal, enormous Plant Imorevement Garden in $3. A. 

| Yes, I would like to see the place and the scenery. It 
mast be fine and at the same time I would like to eat a few more of 
those nice sweet potatoes which Mrs. Dorsett so well knows to prepare. 
T often think of all such thines, here, so far away andi especially 
now, You aust know I got a little attack of fever while in the hot 
regions and was quite unwell, but now I soon hops to be better again. 
I will take a good rest and I mst be very careful with eating differ- 
ent foods and then I go back to the States. 

: There in Jalapea the climate is all right, again it is rather 
eool than warm. We are at quite an elevation and many mounteins all 
around us. During my trip from Cordoba to here I found interesting 
hot house plants grow wild along the roads. It always gives one a 
curious curious sensation to see such old acquaintances, as besonias, 


sensitive plants, dahlias and others grow as weeds along the rosde. 
ware 
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Yhere are also growing quite a muaber of wild gerenes in Mexico and I 
think they may find disease resisting species in this country. A man 
learns mch, how plants grow in their native state and I know quite a 
few people frown upon my roaming around, but I versonally have learned 
more about the true nature of pleante during this 2 months trin in the 
| Wilderness than all the bookds or hothouses could have brought me in 
10 years. 

I would heve liked to hear the opinion about California 
from Yr. Oliver. Jas the state as a whole a disappointment to him, 
as it is to almost everyone who comes out for the first time? 

Yes, I knew that Mre. Velley and Mr. Warry Tubs were 
married. Retween you and I, dees he knoe all about her? Yell, per- 
haps he found out. This is a strange world, ien't it? 

I send you also a few seeds which my prove of some value 
to you. I dontt send any of the more tropicel fruits, for I know it 
is too cold for them up north. I saw it in Santa Ana and even in that 
favored apot, Montecito, how hard those things de in California. The 
Sapote Chice is the only one which probably will not grow at Chico, but 
as it is such 2 nice testing fruit you may try it. 

Well, I'll conclude now. Wishing you much further success 
and also the best regards to Yrs. Dorsett and the Children, I remain 

| Yours sincerely, 


PRANE MW. MEYER. 
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List of seeds from Meyer 


Sapote chico ~ A nice tasting fruit. In size and shape not un- 





like the Tastern persimmon. ‘The pulp is brownish and of a sweet, 
pleasant taste. 

Mexican apricot - These apricots are small in size, but have 
sometimes a nice flavor. They seem to be all seedlings and vary 
as thus a creat deal. 

Garvansa (prob. Cicer ariebinum) ~ 4 vegetable which is eaten 
like green pess. On some markets they sell it roasted in the 
shell and it tastes well. ‘“rovs on dry but rich lands. 

Prunus sp. ~ Hexican cherry ~ This ia an cherry inferior in 

Sige and fies to the ordinary cherry. ‘The tree is evergreen 
and can be used as an ornamental shade tree. 

Fraxinus sp. ~ Mexican ash ~ A very handsome ghade tree which 
srows quite a size. These seeds are from a very svreading 
variety which grew on dry, rocky places near Guadalajara. 
Lupinus sp. - 4 rather ornamental, small lupine with blue spikes 
which vary in color from whitish to deep indigo blue. 

Ricinus sp. - A castor oil bean with very showy, red spikes. 

Way prove to be an ornamental plant. | 


chilivepper ~ A handsome cepper, much sold in the 


A yellow 
market of Jalepa, of a bright showy yellow. ‘uite pungent. 





Received from Prank %. Meyer, Jume 19, 1904. 


Gathered in Jalava, Vera Cruz, Mexico. 
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9<h 
Birmingham, Alabama, 
duly 25, 1904 

Dear Mr. Dorsett: 

You see I am way down in Alabama now. I went via Jalape, 
Mexico to Vera Cruz, then by steamer to Navana and from there again to 
New Orleans. I couldn't get eny work down there and so J got up here. 
IT worked a little while here, but the work and climate are fer from 
Satisfactory and so I am goine to leave. TI will try 5%. Louis now. 

Tt seems to be oretty bard just now to find a congenial 
position. Tt is the dull season anyray. 

Y would mot be surprised if I didm*t come back again to 
Galifernia after a while. There are really more opportunities out 
West than here in the south. First, however, I smst make a little 
dough, for all that hentine empties ones pocketbook mighty quick. 

Hoping you are doing No.1 in every respect, I remain 

Yours sincerely, 


FRAME UW. 3 





ae om 


P.3. Wy best reeards to Mre. Torsett and the young ones. 


St. Louis, Viaseurl, 
vuly 29, 1904 
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Dorsett: 
At last I found a nice position again. I am going to 
) work next Yonday in the Wo. Bot. Gardens. Tf nope 16 will be a satis- 
factory employment on both sides. It is a good thing I got this place, 
es SigktnelieS ealerabte tet owes. 
Roving soon to hear from you, T remin 


Yours sincerely, 
FRANK N. NEYERR. 
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Missouri Botanical Garden, 
St. Louis, Missouri, 
Aug. 11, 1904 
Mr. P. H. Dorsett, 
Chico, California. 
Dear Hr. Dorsett: 

Your letters came to me a few days ago and IT was glad to 
hear from you. 

Yes, I left Jalapa a few daya after I sent the letter off. 
T began to feel much better again, and I wanted to get out of the coun- 
try for the rainy season had started in real style and there was Little 
pleasure in getting wet all the time. I took a train to Vera Cruz City 
abd after having spent one night in that yellow and other fevers ridden 
city, I left the next day and we steamed via Progresso to Mavansa, Cuba. 
I had to stay 5 days in quarantine before I was allowed to roam at 
liberty. The climte is awful hot and moist in Savane and my bovrel 
trouble end fever which I contracted in Mexico came right away beck 
and the 2 weeks I was in Cuba were far from waseveite te me. 

Vell, the fares on the steamers to New Orleans were great- 
ly reduced and ¢o I went back te this country, which T come to regard 
already as my native land, for after having been thro those Indian and 
Spanish civilizations, one surely appreciates your fmerican way of 
living, not withstanding many shortcomings. ell, I rested a week in 
NH. Orleans and then proceeded to Bircingheam, Ala., where I worked a 
short while and then came to here. 


You ask me about any nutbearing plants in Mexico. Well, 


I have seen very little of them. It was too early in the season, too, 
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to see eny fruit of that kind on the mrkets. They eat many peannts, 
there, but mostly small varieties and also the pecans I saw were Just 
seedling fruit. The Yexicans need some American push to improve their 
fruits and vegetables. 

About the sowing, I can say that 1¢ is generally good to 
sow Seeds as soon as they are received. That is, when they come in 
Spring and summer and excepting ennuals, fell and winter will even do, 
providing you have the temperature in your hands. I could have sent 
you more seeds but many things require more heat than you have down 
there and for others -- IT do not know exactly in what line your garden 
is going to Be. Plant Introduction Garden means a pitiiiindnaean éeal, 


you know. 


Yes, T will surely make you once a visit and see things, 
but my dear Sir, money is the article needed and just now I am not 
ever plentifully supplied with it. Ian sorry the title question is 
not clear yet. T hope it may soon be tho, for beside that you'll 
have your troubles. I knor what it is to give life to ean entirely 
new affair and to make a fine show be it the first few years. After 
those first years things bezin te #o far better and you'll léok back 
upon all that hard work with great satisfaction and consider it as a 
bad track of read thro’ which you have driven your beams successfully. 

Wer. Oliver wrote me a couple of days ago end as I had 
done him the question of how he liked Califernia, he told me he liked 
it very well, but hadn't had really time enough to see things as long 
as he would heve liked and he couldn't blame me for not loving So. 


California exactly for he said, "I do not think it fit for a healthy 
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young man". Yes, So. California is surely too equal in cliamte, no 
change enough. I think where you are now, things are cuite different. 
I wonder if you will get that beautiful change of colors of leaves 
as we will soon get here, and how warm your summer is and how cold 
the winter will be. 

Yes, ae you gay, I may feel the heat and cold here in 
St. Louis, Well, if it gets too bad for me, then I go away. Calif- 
ornia oceuvies still a very large place in my heart. I have spent 
there most of the time since I lived in the Ui 5. When one sees the 
Californian display of fruit at the Yorldts Pair, one feels reslly 
proud to have lived in thet #tate and not withstending the troubles 
T also had there, I do love the Golden State. 

0, about the Fair. This is a grend show. I wasn't able 
yet to see much more than a general view of it, but it is an immense 
affair, Tt surely takes one a week to gee things. Horticulture 
eould be much better but in Agriculture there is a wonderful , fine 
display. ‘he exhibit of the U. 5. Dept. of Agri., is worth looking 
at, not to say anymore. I spent a couple of hours alone to look at 
the display of the Bureau of Plant Tudustry. The new fruits and 
plants they are importing, plunt brecding with original specimens 
as proof and so many wore things. And all thet acricultural mch- 
inery they heave is something wonderful. Feside Morticulture, Agri- 
enlture Torestry and a few other things, I haven't seen much yet. 
There is so mich and by studying things intelligently one gets so 
tired that one has to stop after having walked around half a day. 

“What I think about this Garden where I work now. Well, 
it surely is a very beautiful place and they have a very rich coll- 


ection of planta. I never exnected St. Louis to possess such a fine 
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9-1 
garden, for one hears eo little about it outside this city. ‘Thether 
T will have mach of a future before me here, I don't know. They do not 
wach experimental work but perhans they may start and perhaps once I 
may works in my most fevorite line of work, plant breeding. 

Well, Wr. Dorsett, I see I filled nearly 3 sages so I will 
finish by wishing you the best of success and the conquering of all 
difficulties. My best regards to Yrs. Dorsett and the Children. 

Yours very truly, 


PRANK BW. MUTER. 


St. Louis, Missouri 
September 15, 1904 
Dear Wr. Pieters: 

I was giad te hear again from you. Your welcome letter 
reached me a few days aco. Wy, my, you are travelling, too, I 
should say. You will soon be there. You can't say there is a 
stete in which T haven't been. 

Yes, I hove to beset the Missouri Botanical Garden when 
you may find the time to look me up. If it is after 6 FP. M. though, 
T will be home at 1562 01d Manchester Road which is near the Gardens. 

You will wonder how I menaged to have this paper. Yell, 
Y have been juror for a short time at the Yorld's Pair and Forestry 
was our division, $0 that explains that. 

I jost had a letter from “r. Dorsett. fe says he is very 
busy at present tut he likes the place very much, Yes, If I hadn't 
come by way of WVexico to St. Louis, I would have seen the place, 
but now I have to nostvone a visit to him for a long while yet. 


Vell, hoping to see you before long, I finish, with best 
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regards to Mrs. Pieters, also. 
Yours respectfully, 


FRANK N, WeYTER, 


Wissourl Botanic Garden, 
St. Louis, Missouri. 
“ecember 23, 1904 
Wr. P. H. Dorsett, 
Chico, California. 
Dear Mr. Dorsett: 

You probably are surprised to receive a letter from this 
place again; I suppose you expedted me to be dead or gone again some~ 
where else. Wo, neither is the case as yet, but life is so wminterest- 
ing of lete that I write as little as possible. Still, we have to live 
it thro', whether we like it or not. 

In the beginning of Movember I saw Dr. Galloway, who teld 
me you were going yery Well out in Ghico. ‘%e11, I surely was glad te 
hear that. It shows that the folks in the capitol city are with you. 

Some weeks ago I also saw your name mentioned in the 
Pacific ®aral Press ss going te give a lecture at some institute, good 
so. It is 90 mich nobler to hely your fellowmen than to leave them in 
the mid alone, as somebody farther south soems to practice. 

How is it now with your place? J suppose it is quite cold 
already. Did the leaves have fine fall selene too, just like in 014 
Missouri? I envy you the fine mountains around for that is a thing 
I wiss very mach down here. “ere the icy winter is in full blast. A 
few weeks ago we had some heavy snowfalls and low temperatures, but 


during the Imas week it got nice and mild again and everything became 
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liquid md, 90 you congratulated yourself if you had crossed a road 
without having stuck in it. Now, however, it is quite cool acaig. 
fo show you the sudden change, I may mention that it was 56 Vonday 
afternoon and during the night and the next dey there blew an icy 
bligsard which brought the mercury down to 3 above zero this morning. 
After I have avent the last years in warmer climes, it comes quite as 
& change to me 

Why is Chico called by that mame? (The Sranish name for 
@wall, little). I saw in the vapers that they are tearing fine, bear- 
ing orchards out by the roots in Oroville, to sluice and dredge the 
land for gold. That is close by you, ain't it? 

fell, I come to a clese now. It is too late to wish you 
a Merry Xmas but I am not too iste fer a Haupy and Prosperous Few Year 
to you, “re. Dorsett and the children. 

Yours respectfully, 


FRAMK NY MEYER. 


March 11, 1905 





A. Jd. Pieters, 
Washington, D. C. 
GREAT THANKS FOR YOUR OFFR, ACCEPP If. VILL GR EVADY ANY TIVE 
BUT WOULD LIKE TO STAY NSA A Few WEEKS Yur 
FRANK Wi METER. 
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8t. Louis, Missouri, 
| March 10, 1905. 
Mr. A. J. Pietera: 
Tt came as a very great surprise to me, your telegram 
this evening. I am greatly obliged to you for this rare offer. 
I don't like to leave this place just now, the fall time 
would Seine been far more pieasant, as we are quite busy just nor, 
but--the chance that such a thing will ever happen again is so 


Slight thet I concluded to accept. 
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How, I would like very much to know what my work would be. 
I suppose to help Prof. sargent in collecting material for the 
Arnold Arboretum and also to collect seeds and cuttings of desirable 
trees, shrubs and other plants for the Department of Agriculture, 
North Ghina ian't very much explored yet, for so far as I know. It 
is quite a wild country as I understand and one is most of the time 
pretty far away from civilization. Well, trat's all right. I had 
some experience of that while in old Mexico, so that will not be a 
novelty to me. 

You ask me in your telegram, "fan we talk it over?" Do 
you mean by telephone or in person? I suppose you mean the Last. 
Then I'll have to go to Washington unless you may have intentions 
of coming out in this direction. 

This ¢yening I sent you a telegram which you got, I sup- 
pose, many hours ago. 

Well, thanking you again and hoping to receive a few more 
directions, I am 

Yours very respectfully, 


¥. N. MEYER. 


St. Louis, Missouri, 
March 15, 1905. 
DesrAMr. Pieters: 

Thig morning I received your welcome letter, for I live, 
of course, in somewhat of an expectant mood. I surely do realize 
the importance of this journey. It will also be a trip in which 
losts of hard work has to be done. But we are on the world to do 


those things. 
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About the compensation, well, I think I leave that better 
to you. I haven't any idea how big my expenses will be in ‘that 
count ry. 

Does the Govermuacnt supply us with outfits, like suits, 
AIMS horses, or any other things we may need? 

I wish St. Louis was not 1000 miles away from your place 
of residence. With a few mintues’ talk one may receive more valu- 
able informat ton then in receiving scores of letters. 

Well, hoping to hear again from you, I am 

Yours very respectfully, 


FRANK H. MYER. 


April 3, 1905. 
Dear Mr. Pieters: 

Your letter which was sent off from Washington March 18 
game $0 me last Saturday, April lst. It had been put among Mri 
Hedgecock’ s mail and this gentleman has probably been away 411 that 
time so I apt it only 12 or 14 days over the time. Well, those 
little things happen once in awhile and it is better not to worry 
about them. | 

I received one letter from Mr. Fairchild stating he was 


going to see Prof. Sargent and that the expedition probably would 


SS 


: be postponed but I didn't get anything after that letter. But I 
think it is postponed by this time and perhaps will not occur at ell. 
Yes, if it goes through, then that compensation problem 


hag to be solved and as you ask for sone suggestion on my part, I 
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would say, how would $50.00 a month be? A man's expenses in a 
foreign country sre always larger than one ot first thinks and 
one often buys things one cannot well get vouchers for. 

If you have some spare time please answer me on these 
few questions: 

How long would this exploration last? I see from your 
first letter that I would have to maxe myself a career as an agri~- 
cultural explorer, but as I know how immensely big that territory 
ig and how show travelling goes generally down there, I think it 
may be quite a time that one has to be there. 

Another question is: Am I going to be alone or with a 
party after Prof. Sargent departs? 

Do I have to take pictures? I only know a little about 
photography and if I have to do it I will start directly to learn 
that art. 

In one way I am not sorry I am not going yet for the 
Wagnolia trees in this garden are in full bloom and it is a soal 
inspiring sight to see these beauties. Spring is nice after that 
long, cold winter. 

| With best regards, 
Yours respectfully, 


PRANK N. MEYER. 


April 26, 1905. 
Dear Mr. Pieters; 


It is again a couple of weeks ago since I received your 
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letter, I didn't feel right of Late and ¥ I ama little late in 
answering your writing. 

I have inguired a Little in this garden about another 
young man thoroughly posted in horticulture to go with that expedi- 
tion but there are not many of such people to be found. One man 
here, J. Kellogg is his name, would like very much to go and he 
knows more about native North American plants than eny one around 
here, but he is 43 already and perhaps not entirely desirable. 

 Kbowt Mr, Os, Well, that is a pretty hard cuestion. If 
he gete to be the recognized lender of the expedition and can , 
arrange 811 things as he wants them, well, then, perhaps I rather 
would not go. But if he goes not with absolute power, then I 
think we will pull along fairly well together. A mn has to give 
and take @ little wherever he goes. 

TI am teacing up photograrhy of late, but I have very little 
time to spare for just in this time we are very busy. It is my 
duty to raise ¢.a. 10,000 different plants from seeds and it is 
quite a strain on ome's brain, the more ag climatological conditions 
differ so much here with other places where I was taught the trade, 

br. Trelease ig back agsin from Mexico, but will very 
soon leave for “urope. He eaid today to me he rather wished the 
expedition wouldn't go so that I could stay with them here but he 
eould perfectly understand that I would like to go very much. 

Well, if I were & married man or had my relations closer 
by, perhaps I wouldn't travel so much but mow~things are different. 
A man knoweth not for what he is living. 

Vith best regards, 


Yours respectfully, 
| FRANK N, MEYER. 
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St. Louis, Mesouri, 
Jaty 4, 1905, 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

Yesterday I received both your letters and telesram and 

wired you also that I arcept the position. 

| Iam extremely thankful to you for this appointment, and 
Biso wish to express my sincere thanks to Dr. Galloway, Mr, Pieters 
and Mr, Oliver and other gentlemen who have given you such nice 
statements about me that you offer me such an important position, 
without ever having seen me, 

It is certainly a very fine opportunity to do some noble 
work for thie, my adopted country, and when health stays with me 
and bad«< luck or accidents kecp away, I surely will hope to prove 
that I realize the grandnese of this exploration of a practically 
new field. Just now I am almost burning to have a talk with you 
about with how many we will be, the language (I only know a few 
words of Chinese), the transportation of collected material from 
the railroadless interior to the harbor towns and many more things. 

About the salary, I mmy say that I am more than satisfied 
with it. It far exceeds my expectations. 

: I hope to be at your office Friday morning and I do not 
intend to return to 5%. Louis. Iam giving my work here in the 
Botanical Garden the finishing touches and transferring it over to 
othere, so even if we don't go away very soon from Washington, I 
think it is better for me to see a few things in the Mast (Like the 


Arnold Arboretum) than to stay longer down here. — 
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16. 
| Please accept my sincere thanks for your private check. 
I hardly think I'll use it as I am in much better financial stand- 
ing now then when I arrived here from Mexico but it was very kind 
of you. 
Hoping to see you soon, I remain 
Yours respectfully, 


PRANK B, MOYER, 


Boston, Massachusetts. 
July 15, 1905. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: 

As you see I am now in the Athens of America and febl all 
right except a trifle tired from all that hurrying around. What a 
most beautiful arboretum this is. I never expected to see such an 
enormous variety of trees and shrubs. 

Well, before I go on on this thing I had better first give 
you an account of what I did the days before. I left Yashington 
with the midnight train and arrived in Westbury a little before 
ten o'clock Sunday morning, Wr. Hicks awaited me at the station 
as I had phoned him and we spent the day in looking over his whole 
nursery and it is quite a large one. 

Mr. Hicks is quite an enthusiast on the eubject of explor- 
ing North China and we hed long talks about things. He is very 
’ well posted on coniferae and hardy shrubs and he has quite a mumber 
of Yare shrubs on his places Sunday night I stayed in the Hicks? 


residence for they are very nice and hospitable and Monday morning 
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17. 
we went to Flushing to see some fine specimens of large trees, I 
~ook a few pictures of some of them There is a Paeeudo-larix 
Kaempreri which is believed to be one of the largest in existence 
and on the private places around one finds remarkable fine speci- 
mens of Weeping hemlock, Buropean beech, Japanese maple, etc, 

In the afternoon we went to the Bronx Botanical Garden 
and hed a conference with or, Britton. He showed us some good 
books on the Chinese flom and showed us herbarium specimens of 
plants which Dr. Henry collected. ‘They heave a fine herbariun, 
indeed, and Dr. Britton is expert in locating the things he wants. 
He asked me where my Peking address would be. I said I suppose 

eS it will be care of the American Ambassador but I teld him I would 
let him know before I sailed, Mr. Britton said that if we send 
him some things from Chins he wuld like to have herbarium speci- 
mens to accompany them, the same thing which Prof. Sargent said 
yesterday. | 
Well, in the evening Mr. Hicks left for home and I went 
around Mew York a little and left with the midnight train for Boston, 
Yesterday I spent the whole day in the Arboretum. Mr. 
Jacxson Dawson took me @ll over and yet we didn't see half as yet. 
“What an immense treasure there is stored in this garden for plant 
oreeders and how little known the plece is. 4r. Dawson showed me 
quite a good many plants of which there is only one specimen known 
to be in cultivation. De you kmow, Mr. Pairciild, that I ought to 
work on this place © whole year before I would know all the plants 
but this is out of the question, 50 I thine it is better that I 


Leave Bo ston Wriday afternoon and arrive in Washington Saturday 
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pak Bie ea That gives me nearly four days here and that is sufficient 
to get a general idea about what has and what has not been intro- 
duced. I really wuld like to be here in apring to see the different 
shruba in flower and in fall again to see them fruit but as I said, 
that ls impossible this time. 

On the next page I give a few sugeestions which the 
different men I met advised me to do. 

With best regards, 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK N. MUY"R. 


Mr. Hicks suggests cooperation with the Canadian Department of 
Agriculture to obtain hardy plants for our Northern states. 

Mr, Hicks suggests to find out whether Andrew Carnegie could aid 
gome in sending an expedition. | 

Mr. Hickea and I came to the cone: usion that it might be well to 
find some g20d murserymen on the North Pacific Coast who 
could grow some of the plants that need such 4 climate. 

Prof, Sargent suggests to take a copy of Bretteneider's book with me. 

Prof. Sargent suggests to take 1000 sheets of herbarium paper with 
me ag such material is not easy to obtain in Chins. 

Mr. Jackson Iawson suggests to take a quantity of good, well-dried 
sphagnum with me as sphagmam is not be be had in China. He 
says Prof, Sargent always takes it along enclosed in a circular 
which Mo. 2D, gave me. 

Mr. J. Dawson advises to take sufficient oil ond parafin paper with 


me and thinks that dry earth is sn almost better material for 
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Boston, Massachusetts, 
duly 15, 19065. 
Dear Mr. Dorsett: 

If it is possible I would like to visit your place before 
leaving for China, but I am afraid I won't have any time for it. 

I suppose you know it, don't you, that I have been appoin- 
ted 4@ricultural Explorer to Thina and I am sent here to study shrubs 
and trees in the Arnold Arboretum for a few days. I am very happy 
now in the thought of going to give you people many new plants and fruits 
from Chima. I leave Seattle August 34, for tne Orient. 

I was informed that Yrs. Dersett was far from well. That 
is too bad. Is the air tnere not so good? 

Well, with best of wishes and best regards te Mrs. Dorsett 
and the boys, I remain 

Yours sincerely, 


FRANK W. MEYER. 
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packing seeds in than powdered charcoal. 


Honolulu. Aug. 9, 1905. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

We reached this city yesterday late in the afternoon and 
today ot 12 we leave again. I did not see Mr, Cram and Mr. Wilder 
but may see than this morning, Our voyage was very quiet. There 
are not mny eb a8 Me eboard., It if a small vessel, you know. 

With best regards, 

| Yours respectfully, 


FRANK N, MoY eR, 


Meagaseki. Ang. 27, 1905, 
Dear Mr. Pairchilds 

By this time I'll try to give you & short account of what 
happened to me the last weeks. 

We left San Prancisco on time, August 9, and Bad an unevent- 
ful journey to Honolulu. In this place we stayed about sixteen hours 
and I took opportunity to visit the U. 5. Agricultuml “xper iment 
Stat ion where I presented my letter of introduction to Mr. J, G, 
Smith. Mr. Smith himself was too busy to show me around but Mr, 
Higgins, the Fortioul varies, showed me the grounds and ssked me to 
come baci the next morning to see the Territorial Experiment Station. 

This last one carries a much larger staff of workers than 


the U. 3. Station. They also have a small Boteniesl Garden connected 
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with it. A greaty pity it isn't somwhet larger. To my sorrow 
I didn’t get to sce Mr, Wilder or Mr. Cran. ‘the first one had 
left for an island trip and the last one was inspecting goods at 
the steamers, 

I took leave again, decorated with leis (wreaths of 
flowers worn around the neck) end our steamer steamed out at noon. 

| These island look beautiful and I hope to see somewhat more of 

their possibilities when I cane back by this route agein, 

When we were about 6 days out from. Honolulu we encountered 
a pretty stiff wind which soon became 4 storm and there were very 
few of us who cared to look at the mem. It tasted for about three 
dgya and delayed us considersbly for instead of arriving Sunday, 
August 20, at noon &¢ was expected, we came to stop in the harbor 
of Yokohame Monday late in the afternoon. 

re first thing I did was to take 6 jinricksha and go to 
‘the Yelohann nurseries. Vr. Susuki. wasn't home and the foreman 
showed us (two fellow+-passengers who were interested algo in Horti- 
culture went with me) over the place, We didn’t get as much out 
or this man as we expected so ag I wanted to see Mr. Susuxi himself 
I went back again the next morning. This time I wags lucker. 

Yr. Sauguki is a very intelligent, enthusiastic man, with 
a broad knowledge of plant life, We had talks about shipping, 
fumigation, etc. As ® result of that talk with Hr. Susuki and 
with Mr. Unger of the Bohrman Nursery Company I found owt that for 
ordinary shipments it is absolutely wimeceseary to ship by way of 


Yoicohama. 
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Mr, Susuki suggested that if I thought it necessary to 
twe the plants looked over in Yokohana, they would be very glad 
to do e9 when I send them ea note mentioning ship and other details. 
Well, I thins such a thing might occur once in awhile. " 

Mr, Suski gaid the Nippon Ysen Kaisha line was the best 
one for plant shipping purposes. He said they shipped sll their 
own stuff by that route, 

You had put o little note among my papers reading, “Veyer, 
get Miscanthus Condengatus fodder plant from Susuki.s” Well, I told 
Mr. Susuicd to supply you with $10.00 worth of it. Mr. Susuki doesn't 
think the plant will do well in all places, He mys it likes sea 
alr and doesn't love too great extremes of heat and coldy 30 maybe 
it might be well to send most of the lot t Chico, thouzh there is 
no sea air eats but it might perhaps grow gust as well without it. 
I told Mrs Susuki I would write you about it and you would let him 
know Where to ship it. (You know they are plante for Mr. Susuki 
geye seed iu as yet not to be obtained. ) 

You also wanted to know whether they grow any winter crops 
on their rice lands. Yow “r, Susukki faye on the wet lands it is too 


cold in winter to grow anything out on the dry lands wheat and fodder 


SE — Cl 


are grown after the rice is Gut. Of cmrse, I am in the wrong 
‘season now to make any observations myself so I just mention Mr. 
Susuki's worde. | 

The bele of Shagnum was sent aboard and the bill sent to 
the Department. I wanted to pay it but as it probubly would be 
paid twice Ilet it go. It is only $1.75 anyway ao I hope you'll 


settle this, 
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226 
Litchee trees. Mr. Susuki showed me the collection of 

Litchees you hed written him to take care of until they were etrong 
enough to bear shipping. Well, these trees are not exactly as 
strong as they could be and I believe something like 40 out of 
the lot have died. Now, do you know, Mr. Fairchild, that im chico 
it is too cold for Litchees and indeed, in the whole of California 
there are porhapz one or two spots where they might succeed and 
that is arcund State Barbbwe, and perhaps in Sen Diego. So I would 
suggest to send the plants to Hawail. When I was in Honolulu the 
Chinese fruit dealers paid 40 cents a pound for fresh Litchees and 
some luesy owners of big trees claret Gl00.00 per tree. I almost 
wished myself I had & couple of such trees. Well, 7 told Mr. Suauled 
I would mention the matter to yor end you would write him whether 
Gelifomia or Hawaii would be the place to send them. 

| You might like perhaps to get 6 or 10 of the str onge st 
te try in extreme southern Plorida, I leave this over to yous Myr. 
Suanki has kept the plants during the whole winter in his green 
honges as the climate in Yokohama is too eBld for Litchees, 

. A new Chestnut from Korea, Mr. Susuxi showed me one 
little plant, the only one that germinsted out of 5 mute, sent to 
him by a friend in Zorea. “he plant looks more like a chestmt-oak 
than a real Chestmmt. Mr. Suguki says that though the fruit ten't 
very large the taste is wry sweet and it peels very easily. He 


gays if we want some it would be possible to obtain them Well, 


what do you think of ordering a quantity of these chestnuts? 
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An @verbearing Chestmt. Another chestnut was shown me 
which is said to produce 2 or 3 crops « year, Tt is called the new 
everbearing chestnut. Mr, Susuki has only a small cuentity of 
young plants and deesn't mow es yet what it is claimed to be, Tf 
saw the trees in fruit snd bloom at the same time and they were 
certainly not older then 2 or 3 years. f think if they are not 
too expensive you might buy a few for trial, 

JaPanese Persimmons, They have a nice collection of young 
trees of all the varieties of Mospyros Kaki. Wow, when I was in 
Chico Mr, Dorsett told me he was very anxious to obtain a collection 
of the Japanese persimmong and he has none as yet. Well, of murse, 
I wouldn't advise you to buy a whole collection (unless it is very 
cheap) but I would suggest to find out which of the verieties are 
introduced already in America and which not. Then Mr. Dorsett 
mizht be able to procure scions ffom those grown in the States and 
the new ones could be imiroduced. 

Mid you ever tagte the dry preserved Japanese sanadanniel 
When I wag Jurerlast year at the World's Fair we got some of these 
preserved persimmons to taste and they certainly were fine. ‘hey 
resemble figs very much but are @ar larger and taste somewhat dif- 
ferent. Now, we may be able to build up a new industry in California 
or in the southern states and in my opinion the station at Chico is 
in a most excellent location to try things that have to be grow 
over a large territory as the climate there is a very happy average 
of nearly the whole of California and that of some of the southern 
states. 

Myrica rubra, This ia a little fruit which is eaten in 
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Japan and Chins. and some people think it might be well to try it on 
a large @cale in America. It is # half hardy evergreen shrub and is 
grown aiready on &@ few places in America. Mr, Susunki has a few 
different varieties of it. Shall we try it? 

a sorooms . Ws the mushroom shat grows in the evergreen 
oaks grown alresiy in the states? Mr. Susuci told me he had shipped 
you sme spawn. I suppose the host plent, Quercus cuspidato x, is 
grow someshere already, out if not, it would pay us to obtain a 
large quantity of acorms from ite Mr» Susuki thinks it is the best 


ax) Lant the whole of dapan has. Kow we need in 





California windbreaks and hedges for orange groves which do not eat 


the ground out as much as the Sucalyptue does and I think the people 
might try to kéll two birds with one stom, that is, to pick meh 
rooms from their hedges. I haven't seen yet how they grow those 
mash rooms commercially so [ can't say much about it. 

Yea, While im Honoluin Messrs. Smith and Higgins told me 
if 1 found some tea plants in Chine they would be pleased to get 
theme Vell, at the Yokohama nuregeries J saw the large leaved Chinase 
tea and the smal] leaved, but according to Mr. Susuci'ts opinion, 
much better flavored, Japanese tesa. Now, I cart know whether this 
ig in our Line but it might be nice to have a few plants of each 
variety sent to the Hawaii Mxperiment Station. 

I also saw Mr. F. M. Tegner, c/o Vivanki Bros. We had a 
talk about the reliability of the Yokohama Mursery Co. and the 
Behrman Wursery So. He told me they are both perfectly reldable. 
Well, @ mun can't accept things until he has had some po rsonal 


dealing with them. 
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I visited fr. Unger of the Behrman Co. He received me 
very nicely and simost the first thing he mentioned was that he was 
vory sorry that between you and Br. “ekhard & little unpleasant 
relation existed, but he hope’ that I would straighten matters out 
egein. He referred me to Mr. Uekhard when I arrive in Shanghai, I 
looxed over his nursery and saw thet he grows a sasewhat different 
claga of plents than the Yokohama Nurseries. Ne showed me big 
patches of Japanese horse chestuuta, Cingkos, Platanus orientalis, 
Bll used in his trade withhNorth China. He told me that on account 
of Mr, Whhard's push and energy quite somo shade trees were 
required in newly leid out parks and streets and he supplied a good 
deal of thems 

I had & look over the fruits at the different fruit stalls 
but there is Little worth introducing. ‘here are some fine peaches 
but the plants originally were imported from the States and have 
acguired a eitterent flavor om account of difference in soil and 
climate. The pears also sare hot conspicuous for their flavor. With 
grapes it is the same case, Taxe a few kinds which had a Concord 
fiavor but were sourer and had a much heavier sin. 

I am told that fruits and flowers Imported from drier, 
gunmnlier regions, icsc their flavor and scent in a few years in 
Japan, [It is easy to understand this, for it ie certainly a damp 
eountry. We have had rain mow for every day and night and the air 
is leaded with mobature. Yesterday we went from Kobe to Kyoto and 
then from there something like 15 miles up country to get # boat 


and we shoj the repids im great style, but rain it did, something 
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26. 
‘fleree, the whole party had uwrbrellas ind blansets to prevent 
from being sosked to ouick, but I assure you we were very glad 
to get aboard agein and teke a dry mit of clothes on. 

I expeet to mail this letter tomorrow morning in Meagesaki. 
We are fee is now slowly through the famous Inland Sea. RBvery 
view ig like a dream und moet of the passongers are commenting 
upon the extremely lovely scenery, Vell, with best regerds to- 
ir. Pi eters and other friends, T am 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK 4. MUY"R, 


Shanghai, @Ghine, sept. 5, 1905, 
Dear Mr. FPairehild: | 

AS you gee, T am now in Shanghai. I arrived here on 
September 1st but owing to a1) kinds of aceidents I haventt been 
able ag yet to proceed to Peking. 

You might remember from my letter from Nagasaki that I 
intended to devart from that elty the next day after I arrived but 
that steamer didn't come in on time end when it came all berths were 
taken up go T hnd to wait until Wednesday afternoon, August 50, (I 
arrived Suaday morning, Augnst 27) before I could go. And I was 
very glad too to get a place on that bost sa the passencer traffie 
i@ ummevally heavy in the sumer between the hot seaports of China 
and the cool mountain resorts of Japan, 

We enccuntered a little vit of « typhoon while crvasing 


the China Sea, but it wasn't so very bad after what we experienced 
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in Shanghai in which city we arrived on September lst. We had 
much difficulty in keeping our hats on when we landed, but the 
Ge@ie inoressed tremendously in the afternoon end during the night 
it became a terrible typhoon and the water rose in mony streets 
a few feet high, hundreds of trees were reoted up and 411 the 
begoments and cellars slong the watercourses were flooded. ‘The 
damage that has been done to stored merchandise is sbout $6,000,000. 
I am caning in, too, for a share, for the big box with. stationery 
and the bale of shagnum were stored in the Hotel basement and, of 
course you my imagine the condition of he glued envelopes, starched 
shipping bags, writing paper, etc. I had a talk with the proprietor 
about redresa for the damage but he mid he was very sorry but these 
things were what were termed acts of God and that the Hotel could 
never assume responsibility in euch cases. He added healingly, 
thet some guests which arrived later than I did had lost hundreds 
and hundreds of dollars worth of fine silks, pictures, books, etc. 
Well, I see the Chinese servants are busily engaged every day in 
Sager all kinds of things to the action of the sun or the wind 
and some fine things there are among them so we simply have to accept 
these things. 

I have been drying some things and some of the stationery 
I had to throw away, I suppose I ean buy most of these thin -s in 
Pekin or here. 

I have been pretty busy here in visiting different people 
and having talks with them, 

First I sw the Consul General, Mr. Rogers, but as this 


gentleman has beon here only four or five weeks, he wasn't, of course, 
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Very much acquainted with plant growers or shippers. Still, he looked 
different people up for me and offered his assistance whenever 
needed. 

The next one I hunted up, for it took me a few hours to 
find him, was Mr. Ds MeGregor. We had quite a talk about shipping, 
ways of collecting (he is personally acquainted with Wilson, the 
Vetch collector) and he offered me free of charge to teke care of 
any shipments I wanted to send him. As you know, he is a public 
offielal and has no Colimerical interest in nurseries so it will 
be very much safer for us to have him tend to our things, I told 
him that we were quite willing to let him have some of our American 
plants or seeds in exchange for his labors so I hope we my be able 
to send him a few things after we have had some dealings with one 
another. As a token of our good will I would be very pleased if 
you could manage to send him some of our bulletins like yours about 
new vegetables from Japang and Mr. Oliver's "The Propagation of 
Mesterlilies from Seed" which he liked very much to get and I 
leave it to you to put in a few more interesting pamphlets. 

Mr. McGregor invited me the next day to his house for 
lunch and ih the afternoon we visited some parks and cemeteries. 
The plant growth here in Shanghai is very rapid and the climate is 
about what it is in South dardlinay oMagnolia grandiflora grows 
fine; as shade trees the Platanus orientalis are in great favor, 
eleo the Pherocarya gtensptera. Instead of the G C. palmetto one 
finds in most gardens the frachycarpus excelss. ‘The tallow tree, 
Stillingia or Sapium sebiferum does well; along the watercourses one 
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finds narrow and broad leaved willows but they are all planted 
for actual use for the Chinese are not a nation of tree lovers, 
that is, to love a tree for itself without concerning its profits. 

Mr, McGregor and I visited Mr. Eckhard and then went 
back to my hotel where we three dined together. Mr. Iekhard invited 
us for lunch next day and I went to see his mursery for we didntt 
have time the evening before. He has cuite a big place and grows 
all «inds of shade and ornamental trees. He supplies trees to 
private places enti does do some decorating end boucuet work. Ve 
nad a few words about plant shipping but he apparently doesn't go 
in much for that kind of work and he asked me a few questions which 
do not put him in the first rank ag a man for our work. He thought, 
for instance, that if it isn't possible, when I collect something 
of importance, to let him have a part of it, as the Department of 
Agriculture intends to give the things to the trade anway and i% 
would gave time and trouble to roimert the things to China and 
Japan afterwards. Well, how & man can ask such questions is very 
queer, not to say stupid, but of course I politely answered that 
my orders were not to give away anjthin; unless I had permission 
to do so. S90 I think I would rathernnot let him hanile our things. 

A few of the gentlemen I wanted to call on weren't home, 
Dr. Barchet, for imstance, had gone back to the Stetes on account 
of ill health. Yr. Jenner Hogg was in Wei Ha Wei and would not be 
back until the end of the month. 

I saw Mr. Little, though, but he was very busy and during 
my hour's stay with him he had so many callers that I md perhaps 


only ten minmutes' actuel talk with him. He told me that near Kinking 
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30. 
on the Yang~-tse River there sre peaches growing wild, although 
they are very small, he ssid. In Peking, however, he saw peaches 
on the market as large as the crown of a man’s hat and juicy, too. 
Fine walnuts crew in Shongton, I am going to write hima letter 
asking him to give me the exact places of some fruits for he hag 
been in China 20 years and talks Chinese fluentiy. 

About the fruits in the markets here, I will say that 
there is far more variety than in Japan. I saw 5 or 6 varieties 
of years, ag many of apples, 3 or 4 of Grapes and the new Japanese 
persimmons are just coming in, #0 are walnuts and Chinese dates 
(2igyphus vulgaris). They @lso have those queer looking fingered 
lemons from the South. ‘The watermelons are not lerge bet they 
have them with yellow flesh and with red and white. I didn't 
dare to eat many of their frutia for they don't keep things, what 
we would call clean. They eat the roots of the Nelumbium raw. ['1il 
buy some and taste them. It seems I am too late for peaches, at 
least I haven't come acrose a single one as yet. 

Well, my work being over here, I wanted to leave for 
Mentsain last night but all tickets being sold out, I have to wait 
till Wednesday morning, September 6. I wes amazed to find that a 
single ticket co st nearkyy 62 Mexican dollars and they edvertise travel 
in China as being so cheap?!! ‘The people love to lie, this whole 
world over, 

Did you ever hear, Mr. Pairchild, how much Botanical ex- 
ploration costs sometimes? Well, Mr. MeGregor told me that Wilson 
spent about 25,000 Pounds sterling for his work, He had sometimes 
50 coolies engaged in pulling his boat through the Yang-tse rapids 


not to mention the men that cared for the other things. ‘The firm 
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Sl , 
Veitch paid for all this and of course they'll never get this 
money back out of the imported plants but as Mr. McGregor put it, 
it is the advertisement they care for. I certeinly was sur prised 
to hear that a private firm cared so much for a scientific explor- 
ation as to spend 125,000. 

A few more days and I'll be im Pekin. I hope to find 
some interesting things there, though I em told one has te go long 
and far to find reel good things. | 

If anything might occur which you think will be of use 
to me, please let me know, 

With best regards to Mr. Pieters, Or. Gallowiy, Dr. Smith 
and Mr. Oliver, I remain 

Yours reepectfully, 


PRANK MN, MEYER. 


On the Ocean between Chefoo & Tientsin. 
September 10, 1905. 
Dear Mr. Pieters: 

As the time proceeds I am coming closer and closer to my 
place of destination and I suppose that I'll have reached Pekin by 
the middle of next week. | 

Just a few hours before I Left Hagaseaki I had the pleasure 
to meet your sister who — had just returned from the mountains. 


Rev. J. Stout, aleo from Dutch descent, introduced me to here, but 


ag I had to hurry up, I couldn't talk as long with her as I would 
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have liked to. Your brother was still in the mountains so I didn't 
see him, 

Well, I stayed about 5 days in Shanghal where I experienced 
my first typhoon. I suppose you have seen enough about it in the 
papers. 

Yesterday I had a real pleasant experience. we stopped 
off at Chefoo and as Mr. Bairchild directed me to see Mrs. Nevius 
there I went up the Temple Hill where the house is. Mrs. Nevius 
is very 014 now so I couldn't seo her myself but a Chinese lady 
who stayed with them and who is a graduate from New York (Dr. Yameil 
Kin is her name) was kind enough to take me all around. wWe first 
saw the old trees thet were planted by Dr. Nevius and although they 
have badly gone to pieces still there are same nice ones yet among 
them, I ate some Concord grapes that were better flavored than 
any I ever ate in the States. 

From this old garden we went to a much better kept place 
that also originally had been laid out by Dr. Nevius. I was amazed 
to find the fine grapes, apples and pears down there. As soon as 
we struck the town I was surprised to see the large, fine-colored 
apples offered for sale and to see black and white Museatel grapes 
on the fruit stands, but not, I understand sere those things came 
from. Their grape arbors were loaded with fruit. I am sorry to 
say, though, that a rot fungus head played serious havoc among them, 
80 that most bunches were imperfect. They also had some fine Bartlet 
and Duchess pears, Miss Kin told me thet all the fruit that is being 


grown around has been introduced by Dr. Nevius and the Chinese have 
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been grafting mostly from his plants. ‘they are also spraying with 
copper sulphate and use also Paris green, quite enterprising isn't 
it? 

After having explored this garden, we went to see a rich 
merchant who keeps a large fruit garden for profit. He had imported 
some trees from California and even Australia but complained that 
some trees didn't grow or were not what he thought they were. We 
had it about Chimese fruit and he said we needm’t bother about 
Chinese fruits for they are all inferior to American or Moropean 
fruits, but bye and bye he admitted that the Chinese walnuts were 
larger and better than the American ones and seid that there were 
ten different kinds of persimmons in China, sane of them were white 
meated. They also had a very nice white mt which he had never 
seen imported. This proved afterwards to be the Cingke biloba. | 

This climate here is certainly remarkable. They grow 
fine Muscatel, Tokay, Hamburger and Concrod grapes, aleo apricots, 
cherries, apples, pears, strawberries, wineberries and currants. 
Now, you see how strange this is; the first three grapes we grow 
in California but the Concords belong to the Atiantic slope. %o 
with apricots; these we cannot grow comme reially $m the Atlantic 
or Central states; so either the climate here is a wonderful mixture 
of the two or they have some varieties that are really somewhat 
different from ours. When the apricots are leafless I'11 buy and 
get some scions and ship them up ‘or those trees really @n‘t 
look the same as our California varieties. This same gontleman, 

Mr. Sing Tai is his name, said that the peach trees they had imported 


from California were failures. I was shown one tree and it was 
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heavily attacked by the gum disease, I told him to try to get 
trees from the Atlantic Coast as in all probability they will 
succeed much better. He said. he would try to. 
There is one thing here in stern China that strikes 

me very much and that is such a great resemblance in climate and 
products to our Metern and Middle Western climate. In Chefoo they 
have a ¢limate very aimilar to that of teashington, Dd. C. Grape 
myrtles do well, Zizyphus vulgares, Hibiscus syriacus, Paulonnia 
imperialesa, Buconimus japonicus all look thrifty. As fodder and 
grain plants they have corn, sorghum, soy beans, Dolichos catjang 
and some other beans I do not know ag yet. Por vegetables they 
grow Chinese cabbage, eggplant, leek, cucumbers, tomatoes, sweet 
and common potatoes, turnips, Dolichos eultratus, It is interest- 
ing to see how some grow cuoumbers crawling over stakes put in 
crosslike over one anothers That prevents the fruits from rotting 
or being soiled. 

They have a pomegrantea here with very bright red fruit. 
If that should prove to be hardy in Washington it wuld be an inter. 
esting addition to your gardens. You may remember there is one bush 
growing at the Southern entrance of the Smith nian Institution but 
that is a dowble flowered ome and so I never saw any fruit on it. 

During my visiting around I had to take many « cup of tea 
and fruits and cakes were served and in the evening I wea invited 
for guppor with the lady who rents the fruit farm from Mrs. Nevius 
nd I had a regular Chinese meal. “e had about 12 different dishes 
and some were very tasteful. I wasn't particularly handy with chop 


eticks 80 a small chinaware spoon and my knife were the articles I 
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35. 
stuck to. Iste in the evening I drove home (I mean to the steamer) 


in a jinricksha and 1t was more luck than wisdom that I waen’t thrown 


out in the roads, for there are a few things in this country which 


are simply fierce. And these things are the state of the roads and 
the filth. I think that before long I'l] have either to lose my 
sense of smell or to change it according to Catnene ideas of ddor. 
It is sometimes staggering to see that utter disregard for the most 
rudimentary ideas of sanitation. 

The Chinese have probably learned from sad experience how 
to live best under such conditions and ag a result they boil ali 
their water and drink it under the name of tea and eat nearly ail 
their dishes pretty hot so as to exclude the possibility of taxing 
dangerous bacteria in, ‘They eat mny fruite rew, however, but I 
suppose all the weak ones have died out long ago. 

Well, wishing you All the best, I remain 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK WN. MeYoR. 


TMientsin, China, 
September 20, 1905. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: 

It is agtin a couple of weeks since you last heard from 
me so I'l] try to post you on a little of what happened to me in 
that time. 

In the evening of September 6 I got on the coast steamer 


feishin in Shanghai and on the 9th we arrive in Chefoo where we had 
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to ley over for one day. I utilized that time in exploring the 
markets where I was emazed to see the amount of fine grapes, apples 
and pears, Later on I went to see Mrs. Nevius whom you recommended 
to see in my letter and although irs. Neviua was too feeble to 
receive me I got all the information I wanted from Mise Dr. Yemed 
Kin, of which I have to give you her best regards. 

Dr. Kin took me a1) over the Yevins plade and adjacent 
properties and afterwards to the place of a rich merchant, Mr. Sing 
Tai. They have a remarkable lot of good fruit here but there is 
one pity from our point of view, and that is, it ie simply American 
fruit introduced by Or. Nevius and from his trees further propagated 
by the Chimegs. I wrote Mr, Pieters a little more about this so I 
had better not repeat. 

Dr. Kin gave me a few interesting inforeations. She said 
that all the good chinese fruits have all come from the Western part 
of Chins and it is there that we will have to go to find original 
as Well as improved forma, At the headwaters of the Yeng-t se 
especially she says we'll find interesting things. Up there they 
have the Liang pears which weigh sometimes over one pound, also very 
gweet peeches and good walnute. 

She alao says thet we ought te introduce the Amory pomels 
as it ia better than anything we have in America and she claimed 
to have eaten all of our Florida or Californian varieties. 

As for ornamental plents, Dr. Kin thinks we ought to get 
a tItwumber of the Ghiness varieties of Olea fragrans. They have them 
here with orange-colored, lewon-colored and white flowers and she 


thinks thet with a little protection they must be hardy in Washington. 
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Well, it was about & P.M. before we were through with our 
sightseeing and the Chinese lady who had rented half of the Nevius 
property invited Mise Kin and me for supper and in made a good time 
out of it. As a special favor I was shown. the bed rooms with the 
brick bedsteads under which they heave a fire in cold weather and 
after thenking tel another for all things I drove to the steamet 
loaded with a basket of fruit and a number of mooneakes. ‘The Chinese 
6Y¥e really a good-natured race when one begine to learn them. 

After another day and a half on the ocean we came to the 
Taku forts. It was very low water and our captain did not dare go 
any closer - the shore and he told us when the wind don't turn I 
may be obliged to lay here a Suple of days so we decided to reach 
Monts in by & quicker way. We went aboard « tug which brought us 
to the Taku village and then we took the train to Tientsin where 
we landed September 11 at 3:30 Pel, 

I went to see the Consul, Mr, Regsdale, where T obtained 
a few addresses. I saw also some shipping agencies, It cost only 
about $5.00 Mexican a ton to ship mterial from here to Shanghai. 

Tie next day I went to a very prominent merchant, Mr. 

CG. Y. Sun, tho has large gardens outside the city and this gentleman 
showed me all around. On his place I made a nice discovery. the 
hardy Bamboo. He has quite a lot of it but unfortwumtely it is ell 
planted out and as you know, Damboos don't stand long shipment 
without hav ing ca growing with confined roots. He promised me to 
pat some in pote and give them to us next year and he will look out 


in the moantime to get some more. Well, yosterday I visited with 
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his valet quite a vew nargeries, but I think he has ieee the 
whole, darned supply there was, for I only saw two little bites of 
plants. He paid himself 40 cents a shoot for it. ‘That shows you 
how rare it is and part of his plants came from Pekin. 909 maybe 
in this last city I°11 find some more, ‘This kind of Bamboo doesn't 
seem to grow much higher than 20 or 30 feet but I am told that 
there are Valier kinds existing yet which are also hardy; let us 
see, that is alli can say. 

They have here and in Pekin a strange persimmon. As yet 
they come im green, but they tell me bye and bye red ones will come, 
for the present ones are pulled too creen. the shape is lixe this 


and they are perfectly seedless, I haven't 


Ag 


5S . x peen able as yet to find big trees of them 
(ee ovat, yt) 


ree ———=——. fox they seem to come from quite a distance, 


Mr. Gan has young trees and when they are 





leafless I will take some scions. 

Then, t.cre are very strange quincesa here. They look like 
fine yellow pears and one kind looks like a small yellow apple but 
they are guinces and they have a fine flavor and are melting in 
one's mouth. Now among my notes there is one from Tertune saying 
that there is one highly flavored and melting pear coming in Pekin, 
first instance of a pear of this kind having been found in China." 
Well, I think he must mean this quince. I myself took them for 
Chinese pears, wut Mr. Sun told me, mo, these are Chinese quince-~ 
pears. In the hotels they are served for dessert, so that shows 


how good they are. The big trouble is now, where do they come from, 
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he one says from Pekin, another 
from Hung-tchan and most of them 
\ say"Pientain have no got" and 

| that is about all they know about 
/ it. One man told me they grow: 
down along the big canal 3 or 4 


miles from here but yesterday I 





walked 20 miles trying to discover the bushes on which they grow 
put apparently it comes from a far away region. | 

They have pretty good grapes here. They are not Line 
flavored but still they will do. I know now where these cae from. 
They grow 4n the opposite Bank of the canal about five miles from 
here. They train them on overhead bamboo trellises much the same 
way as we grow grapes in hothouses. ‘They irrigate them pretty well, 
I suppose to make the berries swell for then they sell better, of 
course, Mr. Jun told me they keep their grapes in icehouses from 
one year to another so they need no forcing houses like we ao in 
America and Huropes 

In ornamental pients I haven’; seen as yet very much which 
is important. They have a very pretty Vitis here which is used to 
cover walls or gates and I have never seen that one inane as yet 
put here. I collected a quantity of seeds from them and vill al go 
get cuttings this winter. Yesterday I discovered the minim, variety 
of the Vitis but only one smell plant in a private garden. I'll try 


too to get this. 
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ee 


In a few of the nurseries I saw ornamental cherries and 
plums which are probably new. Also a Ligustrum with laciniate 
leaves, an “uconimug I don't know, some strange looking roses and 
| a few more little things which may be new, ‘The trouble is they 

dwarf their plants to a certain extent to induce flowering and 

grow them in pretty big pots so the freight will be high and then 

those dwarfed plants do not always take kindly to a long voyage. 
Last week I was three days in Pekin. ‘the minister was 

exceedingly busy on account of Miss Roosevelt being in tewn with 

that whole party and the boycott seems to give our Legation con~ 

giderable work. Still, I had a talk with Mr. Rockhill and Mr. 

| Williams and am going to see them again tomorrow, I think, 


I haven't been as well of late as T could have been. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
4 


Daring my stay in Pekin where the stench in the outskirts is ter- 
‘pitte and where the gray, alkaline dust makes one's eyes sore, F 
got « pretty good attack of Diarrhea with a slight fever. Also 
an inflamation of a tooth, Well, I think it is really better that 
those three came combined instead of each one separate. [ took 
ny medicine mixed up for fever and bowel trovble and had the tooth 
treated and now I am in good shape again. It is not very pleasent 
bo be indisposed in thie country; things are so hard to obtain and 
very dear also. I suppose I have to getamlimatised a little before 
I will feel myself again, 

Nexg week I hope to go to the mountains in search of 
Persimmons, peaches and walnuts. 

It ig one of the hardest things here to get what ome wants. 


The Chinese themselves do not know much about things which come from 
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41, 
a few miles distant. When one buypw some fruits and he asks where 
they come from they generally say they don’t know and sometimes 
thay get in discussion with one amother end then it proves that 
they had wrong ideas about the locelities where the prmdvets grow. 
It seems that the wholesale deslers buy from the transporters and 
these transport pedple go by bont fer miles and miles up or down 
the nuinerous Canale and rivera and buy things from the growers. 
The wholeselers sell agsin to middlemen and these to reteilers &o 
it is no wonder nobody knowa where things come from. 

Theny of course, the Chinese have some kind of a distrust 
of all gquestioners. But thet is among all people. Fven in America 
where the people are more open-minded than arywhere else the fruit- 
sellers do mot give ome exact information for fear of losing trade, 
ate. 

Next week I'll send some boxes with Chestmts, walnute 
and Chinese detes for trial. 

With best regarde to all, I remain 

Yours respectfully, 


FRAEK WN. MEYER. 


Pekin, China, October 4, 1905, 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: | 
Your letter of fmgust 23 and the enclosed photos were 
received by me 5 Sondie of days ago. Thenks for your kindness in 
sending these pictures, it does do s man good to see some home 


gubjects again. 
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About these accounts, no I didn’t know it was necessary 
to send thom in every month, I thought that by being special 
‘temporary di sbursing agent, these things had to be squared when the 
money was pretty near spent or when the time allowed had passed. 
Well, I have made up the whole account now until October 1. It 
will be way in November before you receive it. That is not pleasant, 
swh a fearful time it takes for things to reach one another. 

Yes, I suppose there are a few things in these accounts 
which may be hard to get backs “ell, if it isn't too mach IT am 
willing to lose sane for the saxe of the good work and for the 
new things I see ‘ai the knowledge I gain. On a trip like this 
one slways makes 20 many little expenses which one hardly can or 
will enter ioe an account Take, for instance, tips in the hotels 
and in the dining cars. As you 4ls0 are awire of the fact, then 
one doesn't put his hand in his pocket once in awhile the rascals - 
that serve upon one acquire that funny hebit of not noticing wheth er 
a man has been served already or not and especially when one is in 
a hurry that proves sometimes a serious inconvenience to one. 

I didn’t put in my side trip to Chico, that is, railroad 
fare and sleeper. The hotel bill 1 entered because I would have had 
to eat and sleep in San Franci sco anyway. The side trips in the 
qoast cities of Japan are elso left out, because I really didn’t 
find mach of importance for our work. I entered one item of fees 
for room boy and waiters in Shanghai just to see what they will do 
about 1 te On steamers they allow us such things os fees to steward, 


etc., ien’t that so? 
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The accounts are made out in U. S. money. There is too 
mich trouble in monkeying with Chinese money. The tael is the 
official money but I haven't seen one as yet. But they use three 
kinds of dollars, Mexican, Hongkong and Chinese ones. they differ 
@ trifle too in value. It will take a smarter head than mine to 
find out about these Chinese money matters. For instance, one may 
exchange a Mexican dollar and get ten ten-cent pieces for it. Now 
when one exchanges a ten-cent piece one gets only seven or eight 
cente for it. Exchange such a cent and one receives but five cash 
for 1% while one ought to get seven cash because the Mexican dollar 
is considered in Pekin to be worth about 700 cash. In other cities 
nearer or closer to the places of copper production those cash and 
cents have again different I have reckoned the Mexican 
dollar to be fifty cents American, It is sometimes more, sometimes 
less. 

When one is in the States one often hears the remark how 
cheap it is to live in China but that i# not so, For Americans or 
Buropeans life is most decidedly expensive. When one could live 
entirely in Chinese fashion, yes, them I think it is pretty cheap 
but certainly not when one lives in a “urgpean hotel and doesn't 
know the exact prices of things. 

The Chinese idea about honesty is very strangs. They 
rarely ask one the right price. The more they awindle a man the 
more they are pleased snd especially so with foreigners. I find 
out every time that they sell much cheaper to their own race than 


tO US. 
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fale, 

One thing which is very ennoying in our work is that they 
lie so much. Now for instance, one buys some fruits and asks where 
they cote from. Well, mow when they do not know it, ineatead of 
simply saying, "No, I don't know," 6, no, they just meme « place 
where they suppose the stuff comes from and one goee to such a place 
and, of course, there is nothing of the kind. 

 ‘Iast week I hed s aase of this kind. f had bought sane 
very big peaches, some quince-pears and some apples. I piso Wes 
told that an almond grew in the Northern Yountains. Well, TI asked 
around and found a guide who we born in these mountains and he 
assured me sll these things grew pene fully up there. S we took 
cart and mules, donkeys, driver, soolie, the guide and myself and 
bought supplies, etc. Well, the result was that almonds didn't exist 
at all there, neither those big late peaches, neither quince-pears 
or thet special kind of apple, wut there were little orchards of 
apricots, early peaches, medium pears and walnuts and last but not 
least very larcve seedl ese persinmone. Some of these fruite were 
four inches in diameter, As those trees have to be propagated from 
st ions they araft them upon @ very small fruited persimmon which has 
& or 6 geede in it. They graft these seedless ones on any height 
on the aeedling. Some ere done at the base, others 5 or 6 feet high 
and om some thoy have let the seedling grow until it is 8 or 10 years 
old and have grafted 10 or more scions on the branches. 

T just give here the outlines in lead penell of the big 
oneand of the types As soon ag the Leaves are off, I*ll go back 
to these trees and will try to send you 1000 scions. I estimate 


the value of thie fruit at 80,000 dollars for the U. S. This seems 
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This is the 
wild 


type. 


mich but you wid probebly agree when you sec them. I think the 
tree will do very well in the more mountainous regions because one 
doeen't see them tuch in the plains sround heres. When the seedling 
fruits are répe I'll procure a good lot of them for stock wat I 
think that the conmon native persimmon will meke a good stock for 
it, too. Perhaps you might order gome stock already so that we 
don't come too lete. 

fhe climate around here is not what the Ablantic Coast 
climate is. It is Utah climate and even scenery. A dry cold winter, 
a warm summer with moderate rains, irrigated crops, a very dry air, 
dust storms every other day almost, a transparency in the atmosphere 
which allows one to see for miles and miles away and which gives the 
mounte ine in the distance that sharp blue tint which also is so 
characteristic of Utah This is the my it is here. 

Yesterday and the day before I was with Mr. afd Mrs. Williams, 
the Chinese secretary of the U. S. Legation in the mountains. We 


found a number of interesting things there, Por instance, the 


Pistacia sinensis which grows to be a tree 60 or more feet high and 


with a truk 6 or 6 feet through but the fruit is very smsll and has 
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nothing in it for food. will become s fine shade tree in these 
regions of the U. 3, where the winter is not too severe for where 
it grows the pomegranste lives outdoors in a sheltered spot. You 
see these mountains have nooks and valleys just like Southern 
Califsmia and we all remarked every time upon that similarity. 

There are Little temples and monasteries in the up wiae 
and these places are the only spots where the original srowth is 
left as nature pianien it; all around where the temples are not 
every bit of tree growth has been resioved during the long years of 
human occupation. They also have some trees planted in the couwrt+- 
yerds of thoge places of worship and I saw a Cutalpa Bung ei or 
Ce Bang) @ana which was about 100 feet high and had a trunk of 4 feet 
through. Those catalpas are beautiful when in bloomgas yet they 
are very mare in the Stetes so I will get some cuttings or grafts. 

We gaw also waiilist in one temple which grew between 40 
and 60 feet high, very gracefully. And there were a few more trees 
which may be of use to the U. Se Yor instance, @ horse chestuut. 
Uniuckily, Bll the seeds had gone already. They have those curious 
white bark, red pines which for all the world look like being white- 
washed, They elso shed their bark Like the sycem res--very queer. 

Phere is one thing here in China one has to cultivate and 

that is patience. Things go very slow here end one who is ina 
hurry wears himself out and accomplishes nothing. One makes dates 
to gee them postponed. One gets promises to see them broken. One 
is assured of certain things only to find out they are fakes, etc. 
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In the case of the almonds, now, I find out that the 
Chinese have no genuine almond but they cultivate a sweet kerneled 
apricot only for its seeds. I got 14 pounds of that seed and will 
soon send it to you. They taste fine but theayere small, One thing 
bothers me. The camera which I sent up to thanghaf hasn't come back 
yet. If I don’t get an answer soon I will get me another in Nentsin. 
Tie leaves ane all green yet so I have a little time but still by the 
end of this month things will begin to look different, 

During this week I hope to go to the Northwestern mountal ns. 
Pine grapes come from there, It must be very cold there in winter 
yo it may prove that we get something good from there. It is not 
exactly a pienic to travel in China. This are in an aviul crude 
state. When I want last week to the northern hills where those 
persimmons grow {it is between Tschang Ping Tsu and Yenking) I sat 
the last day 12 hours on donkey back and was pretty well done up 
when I came home after coming from these steep, rocky slopes where 
the cold wind and the rarified etmosphere made one shiver in the 
early morning; then through that hot, dusty plain in which Pekin 
is situated and then to finish the whole thing a ride of over one 
hour through this immensely dirty, stitking city before we reached 
the hotel. 

One has to take his bedding and provisions with him and 
when I had supper in a smil place in the mountains the whole village 
game out to lock at the foreign devil and every bite I took was 
commented upon. They felt my boots and pants and made remarks 


about color of eyes, hair, everything. I think I must heave been a 
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40. 
rare bird in these regions. An electric flashlicht proved a be 
a great attraction. me after time they requested me to blow the 
candle out (we had to bring our own candles, too} and dl wplay the 
flashlight. A pieture of the World's Pair at St. Louls was another - 
thing they came in e¢stacias over. Ome funny thing I had--one man 
. wanted te «now what I hed in « oni bottle. vell, it waa pepper 

and not knowing the Chiness word I mace the mo yenent of taking « 
little to my nose and sneezing and to wy amazement the whole crowd 
wanted aome of it, put it in theix hands and esmifted it wp through 
their nostrile. Well, the result ig to imine. Thoy erted and 
wept and coughed and ghouted an&d I couldn’t keep myself straicht 
from laughing, Sone mimntes later then my guide ceme in with a 
plate of soup, I teok some of that pepper and then they found ont 
what it wae. All those that hadn't pertaken just reared at those 
that had been so willy. Then I found out they had supposed the 
stuff to be s foreign smff. 

dust mow I am loprning the Chinese names of trees and 
fruits. Mrs Williams was $0 kind as to loan me his copy of Brett 
Schneider and there is quite some information in these books. 

There ig also a Methodist missionary here, li. % T. 
‘feadland, who being e fluent Chinese talker, ausisted me very much 
in finding owt where fruits ceme from by asking the dealers on the 
min fruit market. 

Well, I°11 finish this siates With best regards to Dr. 
Melioway, Mr. Mletera, Dire Smith, Wr. Oliver and others, 7 am 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK N, MCYER. 
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Chang-1i, China, 
October 14, 1905. 
Dear Mr, Pairchild: 
| These last days I am exploring: this neighborhood. This 
place is about 200 miles Mast of Pekin on the ratlroad from TMentsin 
to Shan Hai Kwan. I had heard from e fow people thet there existed 
@ papershell walnut near Shem Hei “wen. Mr. Williams of the '. 5. 
Lezation told me it srew in Chang-1Li and from some Chinese IT heard 
it grew close to this last town but it was very rare even there 
for it never appeared in other narkets. 
| Well, I was able to buy a few pounds of mts and the day 
before yesterday we went out with a Chinese cart and close by te a 
little village named Go-po we found the orchards, Tt ia about BD 
miles N. % from Chang~li. I expetted to find 2 group of papershell 
Veta but, Oh, no, they are scattered between hardshell trees, .You 
gee, they do not graft their treese They are all seedlings and all 
of different aces so the whole thing is mixed up. The mots wore 
hervested 5 or 6 weeks aywp so thet I conldn’t see which tree was 
papershell and which not so IT hed to depend vpon the Chinese. Wow 
this part of the country has not been visited by a white man before, 
according to my guide, and the people were more or less scared by 
my appearance and the idea foreign devil must have come in for a 
good share of that scare. 
They wore very loath in pointing out the trees and I sus- 
pect there are abiee very fine trees among them which they didn't 


want to show me. My guide told me that they fought I wee going to 
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50, 
harm the trees, Well, if I am here next year I will have to come 
back earlier. Iam really too lete for most things. The Chinese 
climate seems to hasten the ripening of fruite. I think it is the 
very long dry spells which cause that. And another thing, the 
Chinese pick their fruits long before they are actually ripe and 
transport them on man's donkey's, horse's and camel's backs to the 
larger or smaller towns and as thege journége often occupy many 
days they couldn’t do this if the fruits were not very hard. 

Now, next year it would be a good thing to be here in 
June for cherries and apricots and in July and Angust for plums, 
peaches, nectarines, etc. 

I found a fine grape district about 5 miles west from 
here. Large branches, good flavor, purplish green color. ‘The 
plants seem to be heavy bearers. I took some photos of them and 
hope they'll turn out all right. These grapes are just coming in 
now (half of October) so I hope the season will be long enough for 
them in America. | 

Yesterday there was a big market held here and one mn 
has fine green grapes, something like the white Muscatel. I asked 
where they came from and he said hésis the only min who got them 
and he lives about 15 or 20 miles from here. He was coming this 
morning to take us out to his place but as yet he hasn’t shown up. 
It rains hard eo the roads are probably impassable. 

I have some more discoveries to mention. In the mounteins 
yesterday I found in an old garden amther seedless persimmon, ‘his 
‘time a small one, more of the Diospyros Kaki type. The tree is not. 
a very heavy bearer, but is quite ornamental. This lead pencil circle 


4a the outline of the fruit. The small wild persimmon grows here in 
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, abundance and if this tree is hardy, it will prove to be a very 
welcome addition to the home fruit garden, especially for children. 

The fruits are about the size of medium grape berries and have a 
| fine flavor, and the tree being low, round~headed is quite orna~ 
mental with rather large shining green leaves and simply loaded 
with yellow fruit which turn black when quite ripe. ‘That is the 
reason the Chinese call them Gee-teao or black dates. ‘They sell 
them in the markets once in awhile but they don’t bear transport, 
those ripe things, 

There ig ® smill grove of the large~fruited Crataegus 
pinnatiféda close to the North tall of Chang~11. ‘This tree is so 
nice that Tam surprised it isn't cultivated yet in the U. 5%, 
| These two sketches give an idea what 
@ variation ome finds in the fruite 
of these trees. I think there are 


larger ones yet. Those big kinds are 





collected and sold in the markets and 
Mrs. Williams said they made a delicious preserve. 

Fine, white, long-headed cabbages. They grow around here a 
very fine cabbage. I sometimes think it is no cabbage. It looks 
more like a giant long~headed lettuce or like that beetroot which 
leaves are much eaten in “urepe. I got a gmall quantity of a superior 
strain. YI can’t get any more down here, it seems, #o you must be 
contented for the present with it. 

Beautiful red turnips. These things look for all the world 
lice giant round radishes. They are very solid and not strong. They 


vary in size and the diameters range from 3 to 7 inches, those of 6 
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being the ones mostly seen. One can slice one and eat it with some 
salt on one’s bread in the morning and one big one is enought for a 
whole family. The color is fresh red outside and I think the thine 
will make a big hit at an agricultral show. The Chinese grow them 
in rows one foot apart in each direction and they seem to Like a 
gravelly or sandy loam better than very heavy soil. I got only a 
small quantity of seeds, no more being available, 

Reddish blue carrots Or when scraped beet red colored. 
These Garrots are very sweet and are well worth trying. As yet I 
haven't been able to procure seeds from them but I will get it. All 
I need is time for things in Chime certainly don’t go in a hurry. 

Last week I sent you a box with seeds. I hadn't time to 
write a letter and enclose duplicate notes in it but when I am back 
in Pekin I'11 send you that the first thing. I hope they will 
arrive is good shape. Your letter with Luhdt-vanddinaen I received. 
Yes, the labele I took with me and were submerged in the typhoon 
in Shenghai are in the same fix. They are mo good at all. If think 
galvanized copper would be much better, bub lead is of course better 
yet as acids of alkali utterly fail to attack it. 

About the Sagittaria, I haven’t seen it as yet around this 
part of the country but I am on the lookout. 

| I got a few samples of beans which I do not recall having 

seen anywhere before. Around here one iia very little in fibre 
plants. I bought gome samples of fibre but the plants are not cul~ 
tivated here. I will find the districts though, bye and bye. After 
& few days I am going back to Pekin again for I ean't go farther 


' north along the const as the Japanese occupy the whole country as 
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yet and do not allow anybody to enter. We are only e short distance 
here from Mandshuria. 

Ple ase weigh the mail carefully as I have to pay charge 
on them every time. Your personal letter had only a 2 cent stamp 
so I had to pay 15 cents. Also for the letter with pictures 20 cents. 
and for the label 15 cents, ‘the pontes authorities in foreign 
countries are not so liberal as im the U. S. 

Well, with best regards to all, I remain 

- Yours respectfully, 
PRANK N. MEYER. 


Chang-li, China, 
Qetober 15, 1905. 
Dear Mr. Pieters: 

I am sitting sgin in the Chinese inn after having been 
out for an hour or six to went up the fine white grape which I saw 
on the market. 

Well, I found it. It is a beautiful table grape. [t is 
a Mustatel but the berries are longer and I should say heavier 


than of the ordinary muscat grape. It is‘not a free skin. I was 


able to get @ amall quantity of cuttings from it and eles from two 


other grapes, free skins, one dark purple and the other light, good 
grapes too. That white grape sells here for 50 Mexican dents p. 
Kattie (1g pounds) while the purple ones fetch only 15 cents. I 
had to buy 12 Katties before they were willing to give me a bundle 
of cuttings of each kind. Well, I think they are worth it. ‘the 


people grow their grapes on trellises and prune on onc eye. They 
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are quite experts at it, This little sketch may perhaps assist me 
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in making thie particular way clear. They do not train their vines 
virst vertically and then hori{sontally. Wo, they let the slope 
start at the bottom and let the stems creep up like in a hot house. 

I took a pieture of the white grapes but at first nobody 
wanted to stay near it, but at lest one man with more courage than 
the others came forward. I think if he gets sick or anything 
happens to him Itll no doubt get the blane for ite They admired 
the camera very much but somehow or amother there was some fear 
for it but a pair of pruning shears were the object of almost vener~ 
ation. They howled with delight when I clipped a heavy branch clean 
through. old men came forward to examine that wonderful, instrwaent. 
Strange, isn't it, that all these things are unknown here. I believe 
& smart tradesman with a elight. knowledge of Chinese could make quite 
some money by selling a strong, cheap brand of pruning shears and 

This evening I took e bath in « Chinese bathhouse. It was 
a strange adventure. All undeess ina big room with broad benches 
along the sides on which one site and throws his clothes. Then one 
is handed a dishrag and enters a small tightly closed room with a- 


square pool of very hot water in the center. Here from 10 to 20 
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people all wash and splash together. ‘The water is only 3 feet 
deep so there are no dangers connected with it except possible 
burning for the water is quite hot. 

When one comes out one gets a little basin with cold 
water to throw over himgelf. When I came out the whole big room 
wes full of spectators who came to see the foreigner from across 
the water. I heard I had the honor of beim: the firet white man 
who had taken a bath here. Well, I had to wipe myself dry and 
dress in great show just to let them see how we do. Happily, no 
buttons came off or nothing tore, so I hope I left a good impres~ 
sion. Those Chinese are really like children in many ways. 

One day passed. 

This morning the man came who sold me the grape cuttings 
and he wanted more money for he said he being the only oneup till 
now who had thie particular brand of white grapes wouldn't be in 
it no more for everybody would heave them now. Vell, we pacified 
him by saying we wouldn't give any of the cuttings to Chimamen and 
ship them right away acrose the sea. We also bought two baskets 
from him for 20 cents and this last item especially seemed to be 
the best te@hcine in his ease; funny, really, isn't it? TI often 
wish you could be with mo here. We could laugh many a time. Now, 
I am all alone,end sorrow and pleasure, nobody shares it with me. 

Ageinst the mud well in my room I put a picture of a 20 
story skyscraper of Chicago. This serves two purposes: lst. to 
impreas the metives with an awe for the U. S&S. and 2nd, to keep in 
my own thoughts green the memory of the best country on earth (in 


my own opinion, of course). It may seem strange to you that a 
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skyscraper is preferred but you see, when we Buropeans first come 
over your enormous buildings are the objects we can’t comprehend. 
A race that can do such things must be way ahead of the slower races 
of Buropei 

I was out in the mountains today with my coolie. We 
bought some big fruits of Crataegus pinnatifida and I took some 
photos of the grove. Tt is a very ornamental tree, keeps its leaves 
till late in fll and is loaded with scarlet fruite. It is a rather 
Slow grower though, but still I hope to sew two fine trees of it in 
America before I go to sleep forever 

The persimmon grows wild here in the mountains. It is a 
pretty tree and & most hexvy bearer. The fruits are small but they 
taste well. We have been collecting a lot of them todey and I ate 
a goodly = pplys fhey graft on these wild trees a medium sized 
seedless persimmon but the very large ones which are gold in Pekin 
agem to be totally unknown down here. 

China needs an intelligent government to make this om untry 
one of the fim st countries on the face of the globe. They have 
the land, the people and the climate doesn't seem to be very adveree 
to gapnenated. agriculture so what do they need more? “hey have also 
| plenty of metals and coal 30 bye and bye she will become a very 
great competitor for America in production of iron and copper. Just 
now they use very Little metals in their buildings or in implements, 
| Their water buckets are watertight woven willows or woo@, pitchforks 
consist of one entire piece of forked wood, Grain shovels are woven 
| willows again. Their plows have only a steel point, otherdwse wood 
again. Their big rakes with which they harrow the land after the 
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grains are sown are made from wod and rattan. O11 bottles are 
either beked chinaware or bamboo joints. Money drawers in the 
country are 6 feet long bamboo sticks in which the joints are 
pierced through. So no thief attempts to rum away with such a 
noisy, clumsy thing. In their houses they use remarkable Little 
iron of even wood, The poor Chinese make a wall aut of Sorghum 


stems plastered with a mixture of mud and straw. In 2 or 3 days a 


poor man’s Rouse is finished for the floor, walls and roof are all 


oud. ™e windows are paper pasted om a meat lath frame, the door 


te made from old boxes ond the thing is ready. 

The better class of Chinese heave brick and even partly 
stone buildings with cuite s ome fancy woodwork in if but yet as a 
whole, even wood in these better class houses is not a plentiful 
article. 

for that reason North China is a poor m untry for a den- 
drologist. One can travel for miles and miles without seeing a 
grove of trees and then again in some parts here one meets many 
trees but al] of the same type. Willows and poplars seem to be 
mostly im favor around here, while in Pekin the Sophora japonica 
and Allanthus glandulosa are moetly seen. 

fhe originel growth in the mountains is pretty well 
extepminated and it is only around the Budhist monasteries that 
one finds things which are really rare or beautiful. 

Shan Hai Kwan. Oct. 18, 1905. 
I am again a day or two down here, A dry growing rice 


was said to be growing here and as we are here only a few hours 


away from South Manchuria I thought it was well worth looking up. 
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Well, as yet I have been able only to get a small me full. You havent t 
got any idea, Mr. Pieters, how difficult it is here to get things. 
There are no shops in North China where seeds are sold for the pur~ 
pose of planting. ach farmer grows his own seeds or his neighbors 
grow them for him go one has to go from hamlet to hamlet te find out 
whether they have any seod to epare or not. Now, in thie dry rice, 
for instance, it is not a widely grown Crop anyway and ali the rice 
they do not need for next year’s crop they hull and sell to adi 
merchants in Sana, so they have little or nothing left to sell. In 
cabbages, and radishes it is all the same. - 

This morning my guide and I went around-«my coolie went in 
‘ different direct ion--and one more man went also. I got some new kinds 
of beans and some new varieties of radishes anc cabbages, Also a 
large butkwheat and & small bag of broad beans but from the red 
carrot t couldn't get a seed as yet. 

One man sold a rather large peen-to peach here. I bought 
some but he didn't want to tell us where it grows. He is the only 
one who has them and he is apparently ofreid others will get them, 
too. Those peoches sell here 4 for 10 cente Mexican. ‘The people 
in Americanand “urope often think Chine is euch a cheap country to 
live in, tut I casmmo st decidedly say it is not. Common things are 
not expensive here but good things are in comparison dearer than they 
are at homes Now in this time especisliy things are very high here 
because this country is so ine the seat of the Russo~Japan War. 
frere ig a large garrison of Japanese soldiers stationai here and 
the English have a large mumber of Indien soldiers lying here too 


and they all have to rely upon the local produce. 
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My guide telle me that he and my coolie have to pay 1.20 
Mexican each per dey here for board and lodging, If + at is the 
truth the coolie loses much money for he gets only $10.00 Mexican 
per month. I pay the guide 40,00 Mexican per month. That is not 
too much for he is quite an intelligent fellow; true, he talks only 
Pidgin English but he takes an interest in my work ami has even 
begun to mike e private herberium so as to show off to his wife and 
his mother as he told me. He doesn't skin me as a few othere I 
employed tricd to do, although he muld do it rather easily for we 
foreigners do not easily get acquainted with the right price of an 
article. Of @urse, I think he gets his little rake-off on some 
things but that is a matter of course here in China. A very honest 
houseboy (as we eal them here} gets only 10% bf all things he pur 
chases for his master, but = very foxy one may even mexe it 50%. 
Mpse Williams, the wife of the Chinese Secretary of the Ue. 3 Lega- 
tion in Pekin, told me herself that she thinks her houseboy gets 
about 30% but what can one do, she added; the one is just as bad 
ag the others 

Whether my servants want to stay long with me, I don't 
know e8 yet, but I hardly think so. You see, the caine are Local 


products and to be away from their friends and relatives is a thing 


they like very little. It is only when there is much money in it 


or & very easy time that they go away but otherwise, they would 


rather stay home. 
Now, my work is not exactly very easy. Very much walking 
hag to be done to get «a few things and the Chinese as @ whole are 


like the mative born Americans, 1.¢., walking is not exactly relished 
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by them. I outwalk my men every time, My guide says I have iron 
legs. A few days ago I had to leave my coolie behind at 21200 feet 
or so while I went 1000 feet higher. ‘hen I can, I let them ride 
in @ cart until the tracks (for the mame road is too noble) get too 
rough or the incline too steep and then they have to use their feet 
B1 B06 

In this clty I g@top at a European hotel for to live for a 
long time in a Chinese inn ie « thing I haven't got used to yet. 
The last time IT ‘couldn't get &@ good mattress in Tientsin so I slept 
on the brick bedstead with only & thin blanket underneath me, but 
I would rather sleep on the yarn soil than that way. I stayed in 
that 6 nights and I cleaned my room pretty nearly out of bed and 
other bugs but you may imagine how little I really slept at nicht. 

My guide himself, who is pretty well seasoned, said that 
this inn was only three years old but when ten years o14 no man 
could sleep there, and mind you, this was the best inn in town. 
How the others are I had better not think. The last night just 
before going to bed???? I called my guide's attention to a very 
large centipede on the wall. His answer was, "Oh, tis no bad, no 
bite. Other one aot vely bad." Then it proved that he had just 
killed with his shoe 2 big scorpion in his room and as for doors, 
- we haye a curtain and for air circulation, different holes served. 
The communication from one s0-gelled room to the other is very easy, 
Well, one is only sick for three days when they bite oneg that is, 
when one's blood ign't bad; otherise, 14 may be & week or ten days 
and in young children even death results. 305 with these pleasant 


| thoughts and with the electric flashlight beside me so ag to look 
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over the situation if somthing happened, I went to sleep. I haven't 


beon bitten as yet and as it is turning much colder in the last days 
I think the insects will clear out. 

Yesterday we went out the only spot in the nolenbevheot 
where some trees grow Wild yet. It is im the mountains over which 
the big wall tlimbe where the Budhist monks have preserved that bit 
ef tree growth. One finds here two differmnt kinds of oaks, one kind 


of celtis and some of these ere real big, some ash trees which become 


reddish brown in fell (something wiusuel in ashes) elumps of pine 


trees ond last but not least, the apricot grows wild here. There 
were no fruits to be found so I can'tt say much about size. The 
native people say they are very small. 

I collected some seeds of a small Ranthoxylan, also of a 
emall rhammus which may become bye and bye an ornamental little shrub 
in the States. The mounts ine are tremendously rugged and wild 
looking. I took a sebieins of & gorge which rivals those of Colorado 
and Utah, When China gets better AOnSeED RAST one for travellers, I 
think these Rountetns will eae A pru.gh yi a 1 in ae future. They 
are hon bare Dut still they ard inepiing to the wad * 

¥ These pencil lines show \ne/otrewference and\ the thickness 







of the peen-to peach sold here, I r only ® few seeds, but still 
they my ve worth sowing. ‘they my g [ve something new. | 


Well, I eee this letter ot * little bigger then I intended. 
/ 


A 
I hope you find something of pee oe 
; With best regnrgs’ to Mre. Pieters er friends, I 


rene, in 
Yours respectfully, 


PRANK UH. MUYER. 
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Pe Se I haven't as yet sent any coremnication to a horticultural 
or other paper. Don't you think it ia better if the Department 
itself would de it? I am not sure that kind of things they Like 
published and wheat not. Tf you find anything of interest in my 
lettera, I allow anything to be published, but don’t care myself 
mach that wy name ie mentioned, One sometimes would have to 
disappoint the people when things don't turn out ae one thought 
they would, and then it ie better mot to be Known to the general 
public as the finder of rubbish. 


PEM. 


Heuer Ewa Fa, China. 
Oetober 30, 1705. 

Dear Mr, Palirohilds 

As you see, I am now im Mongolia. It is a very bad 
country here, extremely ary and cold, but a fine white grepe is 
said to grow here and that ia the reason I decided to go. 

They bury thelr grapevines in the ground in winter go 
Tam mther ine hurry to get the thing for the winter hes started 
here in all severity, ‘The ice on ponds along the reads is strong 
enough already to hold & mets 

Life is most decidedly dreary in these regions. There 
t are no trees to be seen for miles and miles around except around 
sone settlements of people eit the soil is very eterile, being gravel 


and gand for the most part. 
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Yesterday we were caught ina genuine VYongolian sand storm 
and although I am pretty hardy, I would rather never be in such a 
thing again. An icy wind blew at such a velocity thet we were in 
danger of being blown down the precipices at any time and the air 
was full of a mixture of dust, sand and small gravel. 

After four hours’ battle with it we were so utterly played 
out that we were glad te find an inn in which to rest. ‘The mules, 
too, couldn't pull the carts any more; for everything got clogged 
up with sand. If it had been a level raod, things wouldn't have 
been so bad, but it was nothing but a mrrow mountain trail for 
most of the time vith the river 500 feet below on one side and high 
rocks on the other and everytime one had to wait on crosspoint to 
let the @ravans of camels and donkeys pass which were loaded with 
blocks of soda, brick, tea, hides, ete. 1 do not think the temper~ 
ature was mach lower than 20 or 2% above, but on account of the 
wind it felt like &@ much below zero. 

Don’t let people think that agricul tural or any exploration 
is a pienic in these regions. A thing found here is acquired at not 
a little sacrifice. I speak here in bitter earnest and don't take 
one word of it back. 

We have our ammeing incidents also. <A few days ago we had 
to stop for the night in a small town slong the road. ell, we 
entered the ins and looked over the rooma, but to my celight and 
disgust at the same time, I mw some inscriptions which mde me 
incul re hihi there was not amther place to sleep but thie inn 
was the only one and as we were too tired to go 8 or 10 miles 


farther we had to stay here. 
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Well, now, you will be curious to know what these 
inscriptions were, ist, of course, I was glad to see inscriptions 
in languages which I understood but the nature of them were not 
very comforting. A Frenchmen had written dowm "Hotel of 1000 
bedbugs.” While an Englishman had written “Traveller, do not stop 
here. Youlll be eaten up by bugs." I inspected the holes in the 
walls and really they were omnipresent, I mean the insects in 
gueation, but we fooled them just the same, for instead of going 
to sleep on the brickbedstesd and being an ensy prey, we put three 
Chinese tables together in the middle of the room and I slept on 
these very frail pieces of furniture and had only one attack to 
my know) efige: 

When I told the guide the meaning of the foreign inserip- 
tions and he fodlishly enough commmicated them to the landlord, 
the latter got very sore. He had taken them for recommendations 
and had teaten a pride in them. I suppose he scratched them out as 
‘goon ag I left. He first denied up and down that thore were any 
bugs on hie premises but being shown some specimens he quieted down 
and said it was too cold now for them to bite but the guide and 
coolie showed by visfble signs the next morning that apparently 
@ great number had not entered their winter sleep as yet. 


Oh, yes, these are the little amsements one gsts out here. 


Pients in. November 24, 1906, 


XY didm’t finish my Mongolian letter for my spirits ran low 


on that trip and when laying on the cold bricks at night I had Little 


inclination to give you descriptions of what ought to be but what was 


not. 
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Still, I think it is better to give a short account of 
my experiences. As you have seen already ina recent letter, I 
got the fine white grape which was reported to c ome from the 
neighborhood of Hsven Hwe Pu. The people were just putting the 
finishing touches to the burying of their grape vines but I got 
quite some cuttings yet. One missionary told me they also have a 
long purple grape but it is very mare. He didn’t know exactly 
where 1% grew so as it ms nae late mow to find out | may appear 
again some day in these regions. 

Ny whole trip into Mongolia wasn't marked exactly by 
favorable climatic conditions. ‘hile returning to Pekin we sot 
another dust stomm. This time from behind, however, and as it 
was also not 30 cold as the first one we pulled through in much 
better Saves Por inci of tis finns alonzs the road T have nothing 
bet contempt. I only will give you a few plain facts so you may 
see thet I don’t grumble at imaginary evils. For instance, if there 
was & fire in the room the bugs were simply omnipresent and if 


there wis no fire, as was generally the ease, one shivered from 


‘-eold, for the wind blew at a high rate through the different holes 


in the paper windows. On one place we had to put props of i 
in these holes for it got & little too windy inside. 

i one attemts to make a fire in many of these rooms, 
one has to satay outside on account of the smoke which comes out in 
greater volumes into the room than out of the chimney. Somestimes 
one finds & «kind of a brick stove in front of the bedstead and in 
such a stove they burn 6 mixture of haif coal dust and half carth 


mixed together with wine, and such a stove is rether satisfactory. 
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If one keeps the door half open so ag to let the fumes escape, 
for these stoves have no cover on the top, then one can mace himself 
fairly comfortable. One thing is very bad som times and that is 
this. You must know that chamberpots are unxnown in these inns and 
as the nights get senchines too gold to go outside, the Chinese 
urinate often right on the mud floors and you may understand that 
the scent is sometimes far from wholesome in some of these rooms. 
Perhaps you may not like to read such plain facts, but the truth 
has to come out and the reading of it ig not one-tenth part of 
being into it. 

I sometimes got angry at these conditions and said in a 
scornful way to the guide, “Chinesei Chinesel haven't you people 
learned as yet how to be Sleany But they do not consider these 
things as we do. Those that couldn't agrees with euch things have 
died ont long since and tne reminder think that it is as it ought 
to be. | 

These lost daye I am staying in Tientsin, been packing 
in the different seeds I collected and making notes of them. 
Shipping is connected with considerable difficulty down here. 

Por instance, there are a few bDaxes on all articles that are exported 
from or imported into Tientsin. Then there is the same thing in 
Shanghal and then again the papers for inport into the U. 3 And 

as everything goes pretty slow out here it takes a couple of days to 
finish @ little job. Am example; This morming I went to the Chinese 
express Co. g0 ag to have them come up and ship mr boxes with seeds 
‘bat arriving at the office at 10 A.ii, a decent time I should say, 


I only found people there who didn't understand a word of Mmglish, 
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tut they said to my guide, "the manager will soon come." Well, 


a% 12 this gentleman made his appmrance and then he had not the 





| hecessary papers for export to the U. 5,, go I took lunch and went 
to the Consul tut he wes out on business and when coming back it 
wae too late to fix thingss So this whole day wes lost and as the 
expenees are rather high here et the hotels, I can see the money 
disapper quicker than T like to gee it <0» | 

Yesterday another ening happened which has taucht me a 

whole lot, but wasn’t very sgreeable. I had ordered a couple of 
tin gans to be made to ship the more valuable seeds in by parcel 
po st; before soldering them I had made inquiry of the Chinese post 
office in regard to the maxinum of weight allowed to the U. S. and 
the reply wes ll pounds. ‘Well, when everything was nicely packed 
in and we went to the post office to mil things, I had the good 
fortune to have a man who didm't understand Mmelish well enough to 
be cuite sure of what he did. Go he showed me the postal regula~ 
tions printed in Bnglish and there to my horror I found that parcels 
shipped directly to the U. 3. are not allowed to be heavier than 
4 1/2 pounds, but whan stood by way of London and then back to 
America 11 pounds are allowed. I fairly gasped at this and thought 
it was a Chinese misunderstanding or such a thing but I went to 
the Japanese Post Office (for there are all kinds of Post offices here 
in China) and found the same thing. ‘The man in charge told me very 
friendly end politely that he could send my packages as far Tst as 
Yokohama but then it had to 2 back again to vShanghal and to be 
carried clar around the world to America. He also said that Japan 


was trying to make a postal treaty with the U. 5, so as to make 
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11 pounds the maximum. It is a disgrace to the U. 5. of america 
that such & condition igs tolerated. 

Well, I*11 pack the things in a box now and ship them 
by freight. There are four of these packages, two for Chico and 
two for Washington, D. ©, and when Mr, Dorsett gets his two out of 
it, he can send the other two to the Department in Washington. 
When the boxes are out of my room, I'1l] send you worl and notes 
about the contents. 

Enclosed are a few photos which give me much joy in my 
lonesome evenings. Are they 211 right? 
Now, I finish with best regards to all and a happy 
Christmas and a prosperous New Year, 
Yours respectfully, 
FRANK N. MSYER- 


Peking, China. 
November 14, 1905. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

Herewith I forward to you six bundles of cuttings and 
scions of different plants I collected. 

I sent another lot to Chico but I really don’t know what 
to send to you in Yashington and what to Chico. JI haven't enough 
to send duplicates of things. 

The grapes, and apricots I had better send to Chico as 
‘oe climate there is so much better for propagation, but things Like 
poplar cuttings, elm scions, poar scions, seedless Sinstmink sehdei. 


Catalpa cuttings or scions (7) I had better send to you. Then these 
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things can be distributed among murserymen’, or paints kept like 
 #he pears and persimmons. of the poplar cuttings, Prof. Sargent 
wanted some. J didn’t send him these for I really em not sure 
whether the poplers will stand such a lenge journey. If Kept a 
trifle too warm they all start growing. 

I am very anxious to know what shape things arrive. I 
didn’t use as yet any tin cans on account of these things not being 
considered very fit for long journeys. This moistened sphagnum, 
together with the o11 paper wrappings ought to keep things nice. I 
had some things packed in that wey and on a 16 day trip into & very 
dry climate they kept wonderfully well. 

The mumbers on the packages correspond with the numbers 
on the paper and with the labels inside, so I hope there won't be 
any confusion. 

One thing about the numbers which I would like to have 
you alter and that is, that the seeds in the big box I sent get the 
letter "a" behind their mamber. They are only from 3 to 14 inciv- 
sive so that is a small effeir. I will from now om label a11 the 
dry seeds with an "a" behing (for instance, 12a) and use for moist 
things the nuaber without any letter added. If I labelled dry seeds 
or samples of fibre in that way I had to use all my metal lables and 
these things are, like «9 many more articles, execedingly difficult 
to obtain here. 

fo Chieo I sent 7 bundles. I enclose the cards herewith. 
To Prof. Sargent two bundles with cuttings of plants more of botanical 


than economical use. 
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Enclosed are also the Rance cards of seeds I sent a long time ago. 
Very soon I will ship you some more seeds. I am so busy these last 
days after pavaraiie from Mongolia that I hardly know what to do 
first. | 

I had some trouble with my help also. ‘the first soolie 
resigned. The life was too stremuous for him. Well, I got amther 
on more pay amd I hope to be able to Keep him somewhat longer and 
the guide who had had attacke of homesickness and sentimentality 
while we were on the road got again a bad one and skippei out to 
his relations in Tientsin. He has returned agiin, however, but I 
douldntt get along very well during his absence. 

You haven't an idea, Ir. Pal rohil 4, how little hardy these 
Chinese are. It would take me too much time just mow to go into 
details. I have started another letter which I hope to finish bye 
and bye. . | 

I received your book of Henry. Many thanks to you. Also 
got the ordinary and the parchment letters of introduction. ~hen 
do you expect me to go to Manchuria? It is very bleak now. f think 
spring is better. I also got the bulletin about Consuls, etc. 

I was obliged to buy another camera which works fine. It 
is the sane kind but it seems to be stronger. I had to pay 965.00 
Mexican for it. Dearer, len't it, than at Home? Yes, everything 
foreign is rathor dear here. The other camera I sent up to Shanghai 
for repairs ag that shutter wes out of order, but the people wrote 
we after long delays that they couldn't repsir it and after much 
correspondence and even wiring on my part we decided to ship it bacx 


to the States and have an Unicum shutter put on. After a couple of 
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monthe I'll get it back. The firm (Denniston and Sullivan) wrote 


me that out of a lot of twelve of these shutters they had to send 
every last one back to the Zastman factory in Mochester as none 
would work properly. Se I am partly glad thet T am not the only one. 

It is turning colder and colder down here and soon the 
traffic by water between Tientsin end Shanghai will be stopped, so 
I have to hurry. I really should have been here a couple of months 
earlier. It would have saved me lots of work. 

Well, soon more will fellow. ‘ith best regards to all, 
I remein | 

Yours respectfully, 


FRAT 4 ry M 2 ’ ie ° 


Peking, Chine 
November 14, 1905 
Mr. P. 4. Dorsett, 
Ghico, California. 
Uy dear Yr. Torsett: 

Herewith, I forward to you 7 bundles of cuttings and ecions 
which I hope will reach you in good condition. 

The majority are grapes and there are a few among these 
which “ve probably very valuable; especially 101 and 102, which are 
very long verried grapes and of excellent quality. 

T really don't know whether they expect me to send the 
ahnks to you or to @ashinston, as they didn't leave me specific 
instructions, but I'll make from the doubt « certainity and send you 


the more valuable things and these plants IT am sure of that do well 
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with you, 


I didn't send you any persimmons yet, but after a few weeks 
you'll get some tho, for this persimmon is the mst valuable fruit I 
have found as yet. I wrote the Department thet IT estimated the value 
of it to the States at 50,000 doliara and I doen't consider this as a 
maxinum value at all. 

I*ll try to give you a short descrivtion of it. To start 
with it is perfectly seedless, grows a8 large as 45> inches across, can 
be picked when green and shipped over enormous distances or when ripe 
and soft, can be frozen hard and shipped in that way. Care of course 
has to be taken to not let it thaw until one needs them for consumption. 


The shape is conical, this way: 
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The color is bright orange and last but not least they taste fine. 

After a long walk it is a delicious thing to eat a couple of the lucious 
fruits. It is meat and arinte at the same time. The natives graft the 
scions of this seedless one upon a small~fruited wild one and they 
have some beautiful orchards of them. I collected a whole lot of seeds 


of these wild ones and hope the JU. 5. people will have plenty of stock 
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plants after a few years. Just now I advise to craft upon Mospyros 
Virginica. In Califernia of course you can use TD. Kaki, but I suppose 
thie persimmon to be much hardier than D. Neki. The climate around 
here is like tah and So. Colorado climate, so not being extremely cold 
it is far Rak Seni tha, in the winter time. 

Now are you getting alone these days? I sincerely hove 
Hrs. Torsett has taken a turn fo the better. If you find time, let me 
know in a line or two how things are with you. 

IT am these days awful busy, they say busy as a wig maker 
With one customer, but I don't mean it thet way. Mo, you see I was 
really sent out too late, so now T have to locate things and collect 
at the same time, while I first ought te have overlooked the country, 
and had made notes and then go in this time end set material. ‘Yell, 
hereafter, better is the saying and T'1l make the best of it new. 

Life is very strange in this Chinese lend. ‘hen T am out 
in the country I sleep on brick beds and most times with no fire under- 
neath, so one really hates to lie down. And filt»y the Inns are. 

Well, I rather be silent on that subject; when IT tell you that chamber- 
pots and waterclosets are unknown, then you may imagine the rest. 

How @& race can thrive in such conditions ia a puzzle to we, but they 
thrive just the same and China with ite 430 million people is going te 
come to the front these days, for the people, notwithstanding all 
their dislike for sanitation, are a solid kind of men and they possess 
many eterling virtues. 

In agriculture they are exnerts. They till their land to 


perfection. They understend how to use nitrozen supplying plants be- 


tween soil exnausting crops, and so gne finds the soyoean growing 
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betvean corn, sorghum and millet and small, green beans are grown be- 
tween cotton end sweet potatoes. Soliches beans are grown on the 
fences around garden @pots, etc. 

They 20 even as far as to bring one foot of heavy seil 
on sandy land and I saw one plot of perhaps 20 acres which had about 
+500 cartloads of such soil dumped on it. A tremendous work, ain't it. 
Yes, in America it would not do, but here labor is cheap and products 
are worth more in comparison than in a new country; an exemple of this 
ig, that the land on which veamnts have been grown, after the peanute 
have been pulled up and the nuts collected, to the depth of | of a 
foot is entirely sifted so as to catch the last mts yet. Tsn't that 
tremendous? 

Well, I enclose herewith the motes on the things IT send 
you. A few days from now ['11 send another batch. Soe goodbye now. 

With best rezards to all the friends, IT remain 


Yours sincerely, 





PRANT ¥. re fae 


Pexing, China, 
November 16, 1905 

Mr. P. H. Dorsett, 
Qhico, California, U. 3. A. 
My dear Mr. Dorsett: 

Herewitn I send you 5 more packages containing cuttings, 
scions, ete. 

Fhe grape cuttings are a trifle sherter than we usually 
make them, but on account of the vackages not being allowed to be tes 


long, T had to make them thet short. Sut you have good frames, haven't 
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you, 80 even if a stick had only 1 or 2 eyes you would be able yet to 
make it grow. f would sugrest to root the cuttings in a frame or in 
& bench in the hothouse amd then transplant them in pots in soil 
in which there is a liberal sprinkling of sand, as freshly rected 
cuttings leve plenty of drainage, and when your zround is warm and 
nice to transplant the things in the open. 

You have plenty of weach, almond or apricot seedlings, 
haven't you? So for those apricot sciens you probably have stock 
enough. 

When I was with you in Chico last July, you agked me to 
look out for nice shade trees which micht be fit to make en Avenue 
for the garden. Yell, Y mst say that if T wes you, I would collect 
a lot of seeds of that big Camphor tree in the Bidwell grounds and 
raise @ nice lot of trees from them. Tou have a fine, streight stemmed 
Specimen there, which has proven to be able to withstand your climatic 
ups and downs. In Japan I have seen some most beautiful svecimens of 
old Camshor trees which command one's highest admiration. 

You rather would like a deciduous tree? Vell, when 
Camphors get hich up there is plenty of enace left at the base to let 
wind atid-partly sunshine come in and as in keeping the road wet in 
the rainey season, well, if the curve of the road is of the rizht 
shape and a macadam coat te on the tos, then the wetness really don't 
ent mich figure. 

| I have another tree in mind and that is also an evergreen, 
i.e., the white barked pine. This pine is really unknown in the States 
except for a few small. specimens Gown east, but it 1s such a wonderful | 


besutiful tree, thet I om amazed it isn't more known. Imagine a pine 
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tree with a silvery white bark, which peels off in sm:11] particles, 
which looks in the distance as if someone hed whitewashed it, even till 
in the top branches and you have about an idea how the plant looks. I 
Saw one specimen on the grave of the 24 Vine Eemeror, that was 10 feet 
in clreumference ond was certainly 120-150 feet hirh. A most beauti- 
ful object to behold. 

Now there is one creat pity sbout these pines and that is 
they are such awful slow growers. A tree has to be at least one cen- 
tury old before it is making a nice impression and when it sets from 
g- centuries old, then they really become imposing. Yesterday I saw 
a 15 sce old srecimen in a Wesionary's gerden in Tung Shon and the 
Plant was not auite 6 feet hich, so notwithstanding all its beauty, I 
wouldn't advise you te plant it as an avenue tree. I'1] send you the 
Seeds thot and I would suerest to you to order a few sacks of peat 
soil so as to have a good melium to grow all kinds of coniferous trees 
on. That peat soil is about sterile and these nasty dempoff fungi 
which attack young conifers especially seem to hate that soil for it 
is slightly acid and the veretable matter is so decomposed that 
actually there is no medium for the funens in te start on. 

I found some weeks ago, some walnut groves in which the 
people have hard, soft and even papershell walmt trees. Those paper- 
shell nuts one can peel off with his fingers like peanuts. In a few 
days, I am going to get scions, for when I visited the place where 
they were, the leaves were still on the trees. 

They also grow a most beautiful kind of cabbage here. 

Tt is e longheaded one and tastes when boiled, not unlike stewed 


endive, and if it will grow suecessfully in the States, it will be 
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Spent 


a fine acquisition. 


Yee, one gets, by finding such things a great amount of 


Pleasure out of it, which offsets for a creat deal, the hardships one 


hee to go through. One thing is not pleasant, there is none te share 
pleasure or sorrow with. I beve of course the guide and a coolie, 
bus their vocabulary of Ynglish is exceedingly limited and it is a 
poor kind of conversation one has to conduct with these people. Of 
course, their so called pigin-"nclish is avful fumny to listen to, but 
when one trya to inipress an ismortant thing upon their minds, well, 
then the difficulties arise. To repeat from 3-5 times is elsnee the 
rule and then oni better give some more explanations, otherwise for 
soup they bring soap, etc. 

Yell, I conclude with wishing you «11, the very best. 


Youre sincerely, 





RANK 2. MEYER, 
Peking, China. 
| Wovember 16, 1905 

Dear Yr. Tairchild: 

Merewith I send you ancther batch of pareels conteining 
cuttings and sciens, J sent them all by Japenese mil, because 
this coee from Peking to Mentsin, then direct to Nagssalki and from 
there along the coast to Yokohama to be traneferred on the Vancouver 
steamers. Tt is at the game time the qoickent and the coolest route. 

{About Bo. 102 (16927) I my say that I sent Yr. Torsett 
aome and also a few aticks to Prof. Sargent, so you may use the 
entire package for Atlantic Coast distribution. It is a Sine greenish 


grape which I got in Mongolia the other day. It is extremely bleak 


and cold up there so T trast the plant my do well in pretty severe 
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climes, ‘They boxy @ll their grapes here in Borth China so I would 
suggest that you protect the plants during the winter until it has 
been found out whether they can stand a North American winter or 
not. | 

Yesterday I was in fong-shan, near Peking where I lookeé 
over the grounds of the Mission there for Mr, Tewksberry, the one 
who started the fruit growing there, had asked Mr. Williams, of the 
Legation, to inquire whether it would be possible to visit them end 
give some advice, Well, they have started nicely in growing foreign 
vegetables and strawberries, but in the larger fruits they met with 
many difficulties. For instance, apples end peare freeze back con- 
siderably during the winter, for the ground gets very dry in that 
geason on account of having no rain and very little snow and heving 
sunny weather most of the time. ‘Vell, I suggested to do like the 
Chinese do with ell their orchards and that is, to plow shallow and 
rake two or three times go ss to give the soil « mulch, which pra- 
vents the subsoil from sending water (through capillary action) to 
the top. And by having the. subsoil moist, the twigs of apples and 
pears would retain ine tetiaiea enough to vithetand the frosts. 1 abies 
suggested to get the fruit trees not from the moist wintered regions 
of America, as he had done until now, but to inquire from bhe Exper- 
iment Stations in Wyoming, Idaho, Utah and Colorado what kinds of 
fruits do best in these states and order such varieties as are 
recommended, for the climate around here te about like in the above 
states. In Mongolis it resembles Wyoming mch; around Pekin, a Utah 
climate prevails; in the mountains one finds a mixture of Colomdo 


and Uteh; end in the northern plains have mally « mixture of the 
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73. 
whole far west. 

“They also showed me the ¢racked bark of the imported apples 
and pers which had become so since they were planted. Well, we have 
the same in Southern California where during those long swumy spells 
the same thing happens. I advised to whitewash the steme so as to 
reject the heat instead of absorbing it. And now I come to a most 
highly interesting point here and that is that mature does deo the 
game thing here in North Chinas The bark of all the trees I have 
seen here as yet ia either pretty corky {aleo non-conducting) or-« 
what ig most remarkable-«glistening white. Of thia last that very 
beautiful white barced pine ie the most striking ezamle. An ever- 
green tree, growing in a suwiny, dry climate, of which the win er 
months are especially hard on plant growth, and yet that vine erews 
taller and looks heilthier than ary of the other pines here. While 
the bla ck~barxed ones look gnarled this one goes high up. I do not 
doubd$ that thie silvery bark which he throws off in patches, helps 
him immensely to pull so successfully through. 

Other white-barced trees are three different kinde of 
poplars, one of them reaching very high sizes, the Juglans mnchurica, 
and also the common walnut, J. regia sinensis and perhaps [I'll observe 
more yete 3 

fhe fruit trees here look also somewhat different from at 
home. The younger branches glisten much more than in moister oli- 
mates, they look as if wrnished, no doubt to exclude evaporation 
and to reject heat. The things which do well in that mission Te 


are strawberries, rhubabb, celery and asparague. They mkxe even 
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some mice money with these articles. Well, strawberries grow 
nowadays nearly everywhere, for mn considers this such a fine 
fruit that he simply has mde an every-obstacle-overcoming straw- 
berry. Those other three plents that do well are easy to explain. 
Rhubarb grows wild in the mountains of Wongolia, so this climte ig 
more or less his origina] home, and celery and asparagus sre both 
plants whose homes are alone the sbannuete where it wuld be pro- 
hibitive to absorb the water just as they found it, »s the salt 
would kill them, so these plants are able to withstand great changes 
of humidity and temperature and also to resist draught and aliali, 
for thefts is some very salty matter in moch of the ground here in 
North China. | 

About new thines, I found of late I may mention the long-~ 


berried, white, or rather green grapes in Hsuen Hwa Poin, South 


Mongolia, which are most excellent table grapes snd are Considered 


the finest in North Chima. 

A white apricot described by the natives as very nice. I 
was, of @urse, not able to verify their statements, as I am too 
late for these fruits. 

A white pear with melting flesh and considered a fine pear 
down here, 

Among ornamental trees I wis lucky enought to get @ small 
quantity of seeds of the white barked pine. A tree of which truly | 
can be said “it keeps its beauty in old aye’, & thing Mr. Pieters 
especially wanted me to be on the lookout ior. This white pine is 
yather insignificant looking when less than a century old, but trees 


of 200 to 300 years old are beautiful and serene enough to worship. 
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76. 
I also cot more acorne of the large-leaved oak of the King tombs, 
When I sew those trees first in September they were already inter- 
esting with their large glossy Leaves, but seeing them a month 
later I could hardly believe my own eyes. “hey had @anged from dark 
green into the most gorgeous scarlet. % see the sunlight play on 
these colors wes like listening to the most inspiring msic. I 
felt good end was at peace with the whole ereation sitting under 
sugh a tree. I hope these trees gan be grown successfully at home, 
for they are a fine aquisition, if thatis possible. 

A maple. I collected seeds from in “ang-san, where the 
hot springs are. This maple igs a slow grower, but He fine character- 
istic lines, when older and for beautiful masses of yellow, orange, 
scarlet, brown and green in the fall time it will be hard to beat. 

Of the ond wild persimmon I got seeds from old trees 
which had withstood guecessfully the severe cold and the storms 
which occur in the Nakkon Pass. This is the pass in the mountains 
where the creat wall of China passes through, ond is the road Leading 
into Vongolfa, and has a climate of itsostm; cold, windy, dusty, 
little sun on account of the high mopritaine on both sides, and 
generally dry and bleak. “ell, when you receive these seeds, f 
wish you would use only those for the colder regions of the States. 

I would mot my for Minnesota or North Dakota but for Now ‘ngland, 
long Islend, the peach regions of Michigan, Uteh and Colorado. The 
other wild persimmon sceds I got come from milder regions and as such 


the warmer past of the United States will probably suit them better. 
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76, 

About this Nenkon pass I found another queer thing. It 
seema thet the Juglans mnchuriga grows wild there. At least I saw 
a few small specimens which were left standing from the original 
growth. ‘Yell, that is not so very curious, but they also erow the 

Jugians regia sinensis there and it seems that these two species 
have mixed and as @ result they have nuts for sale there which have 
characteristics of both. ‘the nicest of these nuts (that is, in 
shape) are not eaten. 0, no, oe ae very dear and are sold as 
stiffness-of-the-fingers-banishing remedies. You will probably 
laugh? at this, but it ie the solid truth. You'll see old Chinese 
all through North China, when they have nothing particular to do, 
take a pair of these nuts out of their weist-cloth and fondle them 
from the one hand into the other, or xecp them im one hand and move 
them sround all] the time, not somick though, slowly but steadily. 
I first toox it es & superstition, just like we do in “hnrope in 
wearing a horse-chestnut in our pocket to banish rheumatism or to 
carry & mole'ts forepaw for the same thing and else for toothache, 
but thie ie really different. My guide explained in his Pidgin 
English that especially those men who were working in iron had to 
do this + a8 not to lose the suppleness of their fingers, and that 
seems to be the truth. So one elways learns new thin a. 

Ill send you a few of these nuts and if anybody in the 
Department gets cramps in the fingers from writing too much, they 
may be kept in a handy place for auoh & purpo se. 

from the weetern hills, I got a small quantity of seeds 
from Pistacia sinengis. I hope to find time to yet go myself; now 


I employed a coolie ond he didn't get a9 much as we told him te get. 
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77. 
You will find these seeds very small, so as a fruit it will never 
be anything, but as I understand, the Department wants them for 
stock plants, isn't it? ‘The tree looks exactly like a sumac. Now 
coming to this, have the different sumacs ever been tricd as stock? 
The pistache belongs to the same family (Anacardiaceae) so it may 
be quite possible that they unite. Here in China they graft (See 
footnote). the cherry sent under No. 93 on peaches. CGhrysanthemuns 
I have seen 10 different varieties grafted om the side branches of 
» big Artemisia amua {a wormwood) and the fragrant olive (Olea 
fragrans) are all grafted upon a small leaved privet (Ligustrum sp.) 
so why shouldn't the pistache go on the sume? 

Well, as I see I have reached the 16th page, that will do 
for this time. 

With best regards to all, I remain, 

Yours pespentewiis, 
FRANK N. MEYER. 
(Footnote) I say grafted, but it might have been budded. I saw as 
yet only 2 specimens on that way and both were too old to see in 
what way they were put on the peach stocks. 

The cherry (if it is one) is a bush and treated like a cur 
rant when propagating, that is, by division and it is only in case 
of wanting sane fancy thing that they graft it om a high stem peach, 
just as we grow a straight stemmed gooseberry on a Ribes aureum and 
greft or bud a red currant on the top of such a shoot and have then 


a fency plant. 
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Mentsin, China, 
November 20, 19065. 
Dear Mr. Fairohilds 

Herewith I am sending you the secount with the different 
vouchers for the month of October 1905. I am somewhat late, but 
I can't fix dabes here, like one does in a civilised country, so 
I have to be excused for that. 

There are a few things in the atcount which may need some 
explanation, for instance, I Bought a sheepskin and Chinese books 
for myself and had also to gupply my guide and coplie with a coab 
and with boots. Those people are not accustomed to the cold of 
Mongolia and when one goes im such a country the traveller is 
supposed to supply his servants with such articles ae sheepskin 
and heavy boots. 

The baggage transfer is also sometimes higher than the 
allowed 60 cents. Well, when I have collected seeds and plants 
those have very often to be transferred on the backs of coolies 
and ag SUgh» it sometimes Gosts more money than I would like to 
see 1t cost, but one can't help that. 

About the money; : mean, to use the Mexican dollar or to 
use the Gold Standard as I have dome up till now, I haven't decided 
yet, but if eilver keeps on going up ae it does mow, I think I'll 
be obliged to ao so for otherwise I am going to lose too watts I 


have reckoned up til] now one dollar Mexican equals 0.80 U. 5, gold. 


‘but these last.weeks silver hae gone up so terribly that I got the 


other day only $92.35 for my 10 pounds, while the first time I got 


$103.40. In this last case I got a trifle too much by reckoning 
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79. 

1 - 0.50, but now I lose much more than I gained. 

fhe money question is very difficult here. In the one 
place one receives many more cash for his dollar than on another 
place, For instance, in Heuen Hwa Fu we only got 660 cash for our 
good dollars. ‘Twenty miles farther south it was 680 and close to 
Peking they gave even 740, but then they reckoned in deliars again 
and wouldn’t receive the cash we got farther North. We took many 
pounds of brass coins with us, but they gave out sooner then we 
expected and so we had to exchange silver dollars which were clipped 


in two pleces and then weighed. I had also several pounds of copper 


_@oing which are used in the treaty porte, but they simply refused 


to accept them. The landlord of our hotel in Hsuen Hwa Pa, a city 
of certainly over 20,000 people and only about 100 miles north of — 
Peking asked me for 4 or 5 of the copper pieces to give them as 
foreign coins to his children! They had never seen them as yet. 
Ian that queer? 

Well, a man gets used to all these difficulties, but it 
tires sine-ouh a little, that's a2). 

I suppose this letter has to be shown, perhaps, to the 
Division of Accounts. Well, I hope the explanations sre considered 
satisfactory. 

With best regards to ail, I “as 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK WN. MOYER. 
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Vientsin, Tov. 27, '05 


Dear Mr. Dorsett: 
Teday I shipped one wooden box containing 4 tin cases with 
seeds to the Plant Introduction Garden 





, Ghico, care Quartermaster, 
U. S&S. Army, Seattle, Washington, U.S.A. and after many weeks I 
suppose you'll receive it. Well, when you get it, I wish you would 
keep the two cases addressed to you and ship the others by quick 
despatch to the Dept. at Wash. D, GC, They are packed nicely, so 

I suppose you'll reteive them in good shape, if, however, they 
don't arrive in good etate, I hope you'll be so kind and mend. 





the 2 cases to be sent to Washington, D. C, so that they may 
cross the continent without breaking up. 

Enclosed are the notes concerning the seeds sent to 
you: About a few I might give a few explanations, f.i. 
Wo, 94° is a larger var. than usually met of the Chinese wild 
persimmon; on the note I put; otherwise the same deseription as 
under No. 57°. Well that simply means that I send No, S57 to 
Yash., D. 0. amd said of it that this is the wild »sersimmon on 
which thet big seecf@less one is grafted and that the wild tree i¢gel? 
is decidedly ornamental and will also be appreciated as a small 
fraited fruit tree. 

Yo, 137%. 1 staply put a cony in of the cand I wrote, 
which I sent to Yash., D. ©, These seeds I sent to the Devt, 
tat the other 2 mmbers, which are the greatest quantity, I shipoed 
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In Ho. 147°, I refer to 52°, Well, that last mamuber 
I sent to Wash,, D. GC. and on that card I remarked thet the tree 
keeps its leaves till late in fall and when loaded with the 
large scarlet fruits is highly attractive. 

To Wash., D. ©, I shicped today also 4 large boxes with 
seeds, nearly all more or less agricultural things, like rice, 
corn, beans, sorghum, etc, In those ¢ thin cases there are the 
fine vegetable seeds of which they may send you perhaps a few also. 

The atorns in your packages may perhaps arrive in a more 
or less delipidated state, for acorns don't stand shipment over 
long distences very well. Wo. 65 is also a little worm-eaten 
put you may trys;it they do not come over well this time, perhaps 
the next it will be better, 

In that one paper bag under the Letters A, B& C, I 
put in some secis just for you to try them, without being obliged 
to make any report of it. A. are different kinds of beans from 
different places, just see what you get out of it. 3B. is a 
little dryland rice from Chang-11. See if it will de with you. 
G. is a large pepper grown much around here, You may see what 
it does with you there. 

One thing ien't very nice for me here and thet is that 
it takes such a horrible long time befote I receive any answers 
or before I know whether a shipment arrives well or not. I gess 
I have to put up with these things tho. 

Yell I wish you a Hapgy Ames and a Wew Year with more 
joy than the preteding one, How is lirs. Dorsett now? 


Goodbye to you All, 
Yours sincerely, Frank N. Meyer 
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80, 
Tientsin, November 26, 1905. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

The boxes with seeds have gone down to the shipping office 
and they will go aboard in a couplé of days. There are four large 
ones to the Department in Washington, D. C., and one small one con- 
taining four tin eases to Chico, California. If wrote Mr. Dorsett 
also, notifying him to send two of the tin cases to Washington, D. C. 
I addressed them mre of Quartermaster, U. 5. Army, Seattle, Wash~ 
ington, U.SeA., and will notify that gentleman also. 

I do not know how the Department distributes now seeds like 
these, but I wuld suggest to give the vegetables only to expert 
growers, for some will be extremely valuable. No. 1 a, for instance, 
is a remarkably fine cabbage which will be a high priced vegetable 
when it is possible to grow it successfully. No. 8a ig also ea super~ 
jor strain of the red turnip and will be particularly attractive at 
agricultural shows or im vegetable exhibitions. 

The emlosed notes apply only to the tin cases, for, 
intending to send them by parcel post, one is not allowed to put 
written matter ingide; the other seeds, however, have 411 notes 
inside. I am ameious to know how things arrive and whether they 
are considered worth the money. 

. fodey I am going to Chang~1i and Shan Hai Kwan for a week 
or more to obtad n scions from the different varicties of walmuts, 
Crataegus pinnatifida, pears, a small seedless persimmon, etc. 

With beet regards to all, 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK Ne WYER. 
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December 8, 1905 
Dear Mr, Picters: 





Here is a reperduction om a postal of the beautiful 


white barked piue tres. Gan the Department make use of these 





iting them with uew varieties of trees or vegetables? 
With beat regards to all, 
Tours respectfully, 


PRANK B. MEYER 





Tientsin, Dee. 14, "05 
Dsar Mr, Dorsett: 





Yesterday I shipped to you 9 patkages containing different 
thiues, @allected here im BN. China 


I would 





sugcest to you to give the cuttings and scione 






a good fumigation, especially the walmut scions, for I noticed some 
smell seales on them, looking 


well, perhaps, when you ov 






like Son Jose stale, It might be 
Ld put a few of thea im aleohol and 
to send them to Yachington for identification, 

I send you those walmuts, because there is no plate 


East where they grow walmats, icm't it. It may be a trifle warm 





perheps for thes at your place bat let us try 14 anyway. These 

walmts here are fully equal to the Californian mts ond there are 
beautifel, large, softshell matted trees scaticred through the zg Pov 
They onl and of course an orchard consists of 
all ich 
 muts, amd herdshells which need a sledge hamer to crack then, 












y grow fron seedlings 





da of tress; papershell nuts, which can be peeled like pea~ 
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everything mixed. 

fhe sual] cine tree and the 2 carrots I simoly send 
ae an experiment, if such things arrive in good shave after such 
a long voyage, then it may be posaibie to send other things that 
way also. 

Among the seeds I semi you the last time, there are some 
erataegus fruite, well perhaps you know that these seeds remain 
dormant sometimes for 2 years and many a man who doesn't kmow 16, 
aight throw ¢ 





on away after having waited a couple of months. 





when we were together at Chice, you asked me to find out 
whether the Japanese use any special process to cure their rush 
stems (Seirpus sp.). Well Mr. Susaki of the Yokohama Bursery Co., 
$old we mo, they just dry them and to get that grayish color 
in them they sorinkle ashes on thes, In how faf that is so, I 
haven't been able yet to ascertain myself, 

Enclosed are also the motes concerning the plents. 

How are you getting along these deys. Is Mrs. Dorsett 
improved perhaps. 


Tou are in the midst of the rainy season now isn't it, 





Ve here have it pretty cold and the river is already full of ice. 
It is not quite a picnic in these times to go out in the country 
and collect things. 





m paper windows and ite cold brickbeds and sore 
of these kinds of things. Well, I have a feeling I am doing a 
good word and that keeps me cheerfal, 

Vell, goodby to you All, 
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fientsin, China. 
December 14, 1905. 
Tear Mr. Pairehild: 

Yesterday I shipped to the Department sleven packages 
containing cuttings and scions of different things which I collected 
these last weeks. J also sent time packages to the Plant Introduc- 
tion Garden at Chico and three bundles to the Arnold Arboretum, 

I haven't got the _— idea how you are going to dig 
tribute these things, but I would suggest to send to Prof. Sargent 
some of the poplar and willow cuttings, as he asked me to get some 
of thea, 

The walnut scions I shipped to Mr. Dorsett,for you haventt 
any walnut stock in the Mast, have you? 

The scions and budwood of Crataegus pinnatifida (No. 9) 
are especially valuable. There is only one grove of this kind near 
Chang-li and the proprietor didn't want to part with more sticks, 
otherwise I would have sent more. 

It is getting pretty coid down here and out in the country 
one has to put up with imay discomforts. I got a rather heavy cold 
and am not as active as I should be. Well, it will pass off again. 
Nothing lasts in this world, 

Tomorrow I hope to go to Peking and perhaps will find sone 
letters there with Instructiona. I heave to do some collecting also 
and then my work will be over in North China, Sfr it is getting very 
bleak now out here and not a leaf is to be found any more, not even 
on the ground, for the Chinese collect all leaves and burn them, just 


as theydo even the smallest shrubs. It is a most disheartening sight 
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to see boys and men to wp even in the steepest mountains and pull 
gut or chop off even the swallest shruts or my vegetation that is 
urmable, They surely have little feeling for wild plants. 
Tnclosed are the notes concerning the different things 
sent, I am very anzious to know how things arrive, but I have to 
practiecs patience in these matters, 
With best regards to all, I an, 
Tours respectfully, 
FRANK N, MEYER. 
Pekia, China, 
Dec. 17, "05 


iy poor Mr, Dorsett: 

How it grieves me to hear of the death of Mrs. Dorsett, 
your wife and the mother of your children, Why, why, we ask? 

In my 2 last letters, I had already the feeling that 
she did not live any more on this earth, but I didn't dare to 
express it and put in the greetings to her, and now I am sorry 
i aid, for it will reeall to you too mmch! It aches me too, that 
i wasn't able te see her, when I was with you together at Chico. 
I had a silent hope that the nvautate air would help her after 
the summer's heat was over, but it seems it had not to be so -. 

I can't give you consolation anymore than you could 
give me 1£ I was in the same circuustence but Let me suggest, 


be braved You have had so many hard things to battle with in 





your life and you have, thanks to your energy and optimien, 
always polled thre and come ont ahead, so 1 have a secret kmowledge 
you'll ewallow a bitter draught like this and come out nobler 
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and grander, 

Hapyy for you and the children you got a mother yet 
to assist you, "Ihe darkest cloud hes always 3 
linings." Ien't that trae? 

Well, I was pleased to hear from you again. I, too, 





have quite a few ups and downs im a strange country like this 
and a letter from a friend is always « treat. 

You say you got my postal from Pekin. Didn't you get 
a few from Japan also. If not, they have been lost in the mails, 
Well, let it go. 

I have been sending you also some letters, the last one 
registered, with notes in it concerning cettings and scions, I sent. 
I hope you'll get them in good shape. 

Yes, thanks for your suggestions concerning to be careful 
about foods and drinks. I learnt some lessons already. Unboiled 
water gives me nearly every time more or less bowel trouble so I 
haye decided mot to use it anymore, 

Yes, about finding strange and nice things, you'll kmow 
by this time already about some of these. I am still as great 
an enthueiast yet about new things as before I found them, bat 
the discomforts one has to go thro in this icy wintertime are pretty 
hard. Bat let them rest. No use worrying. 

I am glad Mr. Pieters was delighted with the Garden, He is 
a fine man and when he says he likes a thing, he means it. I haven't 
had as yet a letter from him, but I expect one tho before long. But 
he is so busy you know. 
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Well, wishing you all further success and kmow 
a long night the sun is bound | 
Yours very sincerely, 





that after 








Pekin, China, 
Peking, China, 
December 20, 1905. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 
Herewith I send you my accounts for the month of November, 
1905. A few items may need some explanation. In the first place 
I made out everything in Mexican silver; fet silver is still ever 


money I get less. A few 





on the tise and everyttime I exchance 
days ago I got only $181.04 for 20 Lbs. I don't like that a bit, 
I haven't taken my wages out as yet for I would lose too 





much on it. All the legation people and consular officers complain 
about it, too. 

Yell, on November 6 I gave out 3 dollars Mexican fo® p ar 
and apple seions, twine and fruits in a small village called fecha 
ching, Herth of Peking. This seems apparently much for Chine 
but the people there were not very nice, so first they wanted a 
silver dollar before they were willing to show me where their fruit 
trees were and then after I had cut some scions they claimed that 
different trees belonged to different owners and I had te vay quite 
a few 20¢ pieces to different people. Well, I thought it was 
better not to make trouble about it for they were not exactly the 
most pleasant kind of Chinese, I was glad I was good and well out 


of the place. 
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Qn Hovenber 8 I paid wy coolie $15.00 Mexican. That is 
aleo more than is generally paid, but my first coolie skipoed out 
on account of too stremuous work and too small pay, so I had to 
give more. In the cities where they have a permanent place, they 
get mach less, from 8-10 Mexican dollars per month, tut out in 
the country the lodgings are far higher and they wear more shoes, 
dothes, ete. 


Some of the hotel bills are also high in comparison with 


the U. S. but as I have said before, life for a foreigner is most 
decidedly dearer in China than in most other countries, 
My total expenses from July 26 wp till November 2 in- 
Glusive, ineluding railroad and steamship fares have beens 
From duly 26 - September 





2M incl. $268.90 
Prom Washington, D.C, - Shanghai 22,00 
From Oct. 1 om Oct. Shs inci. 





From Bov. 1 + No, 30 incl. 481.01 silver ~ ~ about $280 gold. So 
that is about 1100 dollars exelusive of my salary. 

As you ask in your letter dated October 10 about how 
expenses run, I think just as you do, that the expenses are not 
aS high here as in the far interior, for one can ship collected 
material very easy down here, but in the interior it has to be 
varied for weeks ani weeks before it reaches a shipp 





ng point and 
to employ carriers adds enormously to one's bill of expenses. 
In another letter I'll answer the non-financial prob- 


lems. 
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With kindest regards to all, 
FRANK. YW. MEYEE 





Ghice, Cal, 
Dec. 2), 1905, 
Dear Mr. Meyer 

Your letters of the 14th, an? 16th of Foy. have been 
reseived, At this time I will omly answer these letters in connec- 
tion with the condition of the cuttings 112,113, ani 118, which 
arrived m this morning's mail, 112 and 113, were practically worth- 
less, the mockages were very demp and showed on the outside of the 
interior paper evidence of bicek mowld, the bark and cambium layers 
of practically every cutting was brown end deal, when broken giv~ 
ing off an odor indicative of fermentation, the cuttings together 
with the buds were phwap and turgid, the bode were however dead, 
the basil ends that were conte’ with colodium I vcresume, seemed to 
show marked evidenes of bei effect of this treatment. The cuttings 
of 118 were dry and more or lese shrunken, but as a whole I believe 
in wach better condition than either 12 or 13, however I doubt if 
we Will be able tc save amy of the enttines of these mumber's, 
nevertheless we are putting in every one that shows any indication 
of life or of possible success. 

Do you not think it would be advisable to try sending 
gome of these cuttings and sciome with their cut sufface conted 
with paraffine simply wrapped in of] » 
practically air tight. Outtings of olives cond pomegranates ship- 





aper in tim cases that are 








, it ul ¥ ‘ae i: ‘] > ii 
fis 
rie we rey, of 
a ¥ 
m3, a 
Pee ‘ph 
4 eve 4 fe. Pe (ee Sey ard 

Sontotie b Ree atRe i s: 
aah Seay be ee ae, 


sa 


“1 = : ih 4 if Ap es ol pees ee Sl 





GOR tnabied. Soran ogy” 
oe 
mood eved .voH fo dt@fl Soa tb eit %o evette£ ce fags 
~sente> a8 etediel ceatt tems Yleo Lite 2 ante oie ga -bovtoaox 
‘tet SEE foe GLE R22 aged 
~istow Yiienkione etew BEE bees Sif. , Sten ate 
oid Re ebivtee ott se Lowede bn cash ev ew enpto ut ot savel 
atoysl atdeies fee teed eid Divot venid te souabeve seers 
~tis setiotd merle Rook faa o_o ee 
votitened aarti iso ante: mois 
boob Mavbitiod oxew aud oe bigtad bes aig etow abn ait site 
od Bowipad attr ete Tf swthefoe mpi Sodaee Stew ted? ebme iiaed odd 
egattios acl  stmemtecnt cid) Me 00¥te Sad Ww sonabilve Seinen wot ; 
evotied I olodw o ae tint medauie a008 uo oven bite Rb oxew BLE IO 
Si ddueb T sowsteed PEO SE swRdES alt cot eco mtsed Mowe at 
ye Toten eeedd Yo: eerdtie edt to saliaarend aide od ite oe (ie 
ek, Rt AEE att | om aasledtreven 
: .  eRawoaeR peers oe ent te 
getline wat of wldsetrhe of Bion an ee 




















84, 


ped in this way by Mr. Kearney from Tunis, in the majority of cases 
reached us in very good condition. These of course are only sus 
gestions for you to consider. I reslise thet you know considersbly 
more regarding packing and shipping of specimens than I de. It 

is very important that the materiel sent reach us in the best 
possible enandition. 

I am writing this at once so that you can modify your 
methods so as to overcome thie difficulty. I will answer your 
letters in a few days in detail, and also write you the condition 
of shipments as fast as received. 

Wishing you a hanpcy Christmas and all possible success 
in your work, I remain, 

Sincerely your friend, 
(Signed) >». E. Dorsett. 
Peking, Shins 





Deceuber 20, 1905 


Dear Mr. Vairchild: 

A couple of days ago, coming back to Tientsin I found 
fouF letters from you waiting for me. They are dated October 10, 
October 11, October 14, and October 26, 1905. 


- Y 
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I will try to answer different things in them. Yes, 
the peaches were about harvested when I srrived in Peking and in 
that line I think I have to come a month or two earlier. I have 
sent a few peachsticks up to Washington, D. C. cut [ cldn't see 
the peaches on the trees and the Chinese love to tell lies, ao I 
do not think it wise to collect much simply on what they say. 

I received aleo a letter from Mr. McGregor stating he 
received the bulletins. I thank you for your kindness. 

the pruning shears I received and also two packages of 
tree labela which you didn't mention in your letter. I haven't 
veen able yet to test the shears. They will rust pretty quick, 

not being plated, wr't they? 
| Yes, it is a good thing you tention official stationery. 

i aa pretty well through with theze things end especially large 
envelopes are badly nueded, bul ag you sald before I left, I mustn't 
count on haying supplies sent to me, I didn’t talk about this. 
fhe typhoon ruined most of my paper and the envelopes are either 
glued together or have the glue sonked out. If you send it, please 
“pat it ina tin-lined box 90 that 1t comes over perfectly dry. 

Mo, with outside parties I am always very careful with 
the paper, but these small sheets scem to be not such a good 
quality as the larger ones. 

About forage plants, I have seen very little as yet. The 
Chinese cultivate nearly every bit of lend and if hillsides are too 
steep, the sheep clear thinga pretty well up, but I'll be on the 


lookout for this kind of thing. 
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Up to the present hull-less barley hasn't come under my 
vision. I myself have never geen it so I am awa iting your sample 
with fiterests T didn't come up till now. About the tea is very 
interesting. I certainly will be glad to get such fine varieties, 
but at what time does tea seed ripen? I have never been on a tee 
plantation and as such know but Little about matters nee 
ripening of seeds, ete. 

Do thinga shipped by way of Sues en quicker than by ae 
of Califormia? I didn’t know that and am also not so sure about 
it. Hr. cthepard statea it especially eo T’1ll inquire here s Little 
about this matter. 

You agk about the boycott interfering perhaps with my work. 
Well, there seeme to be a feeling growing here of trying to get rid 
again of the foreigners, As you Know, longs before this Letter 
reaches you, there is plenty of trouble down South, whether it will 
travel up Morth nobody knows. The begatdon people do not expect 
a general] uprising but they think there will be plenty of local 
disturbances these coming years, I heve been myself already in 
one of them. ‘Two weeks ago when I was im Shan Hai Kwan, a foreigner 
was insulted by a Chinaman and he gave the thing a beating with his 
walking cane. Then 611 at once a mob formed and the foreigner was 
stripped of his valuables, his clothes torn and he got some flesh 
wounds, I dressed them vhem he came in the hotel and as they were 
not deep they have healed rather quick. It got, however, not very 
gafe for some of these foreigners there and they had to clear out 


to Tientsin. 
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I had also a rather queer case on the road from Shan Hai 
Kwan to Chang~li. In one village there were platy of Chinese 
soldiers and they had occupied the best inn in the place. Vell, 
they soon came to me and inquired from my guide what business I 
had to be in the country, where I was from, ctc. I was refused 
permission to enter the inn where the officers were bui when I was 
eating dinner a few Ghinese officers came in and looked how the 
foreign devil behaved himself. Well, I thought it is better to 
be frienda than enemies with them so I offered them of my food and 
drink of which they made liberal use and after they had enough they 
Oalled some soldiers in who finished the cruribs, etc. Queer things, 
here in thie country? 

In Gopo, ‘tos, where the softshell and papershell walnuts 
grow, the people are full of suspicion of foreigners. It was not 
exactly easy to cet & number of scions from them. Their best trees 
they would not show to aie, even money didn’t work and when I wanted 
really to know «6 large softshell tree of which I had bought some nuts 
the last time, they merely pointed out a few treses of which I almost 
inew they were not, for one could hardly have born more than ten 
nuts for it was a crooked little tree. Well, when a Chinaman doesn't 
want to say a thing the best way ig to let it go. One can’t come 


any ferther with them. So I went away to the great plewsure of my 


ee es le CO 


guide who felt fvll of fear there, I think they told hima few 


things which made him upset. 
Well, these little incidents add & little rest to this 


work and as long as one gets what one wants 1t ien’t so bad yet. 
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I also hed a letter from Rev, J. M, W, Farnham in Shanghai 
who writes he will be pleased to assist me in getting things. He 
also Would like to have a few strawberry plants sent to him. He says 
for instance, a dozen (two or three plants of each variety). He 
would like good varieties and have them sent by mail this winter. 

As you have seen in my financial Letter the expenses are 
not oo high as those of Mr. Wilson but I de it just now also on a 
noderate way. If & man wanted to travel here in comfort he had to 
take three stuns ag much baggege with him. In this cold time, for 
instance, &@ stove and fuel would have to be carricd and heavens 
knows how many more things which are almost necessities to us white 
people, but of which a Chinaman never thinks. It is tonight about 
109 Fehr. here in Pekin, 80 you understand thet sut in the country 
where broken paperwindows and cold bricks abound, the cold is ever 
so much more felt than here where « men Lives at least in a Fouropean 
hotel. Still, I think I will go out within a few days and get more 
persimmon scions and some cherries and some more little stuff. By 
the time I come back, there may be pavhaps a letter for me, direct- 
ing what to do next, 

In my little book about Ciscal regulations of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture I see that one needs special salary vouchers. 
Well, I haven't got them so in that box with stationery you might 
be 30 good and put « few in. see some very thing, strong writing 


paper for really this paper is too heavy for foreign correspondence. 


| 


The ma} charges are rather high here. 
I also received a latter from Vr. Vansfield stating he 


has sent me another shutter to replace the defective one. I didn't 
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get it as yet and when it arrives I do not need it because my new 
camera works 0.K. They all say that the pictures I took are very 
nice. I'll send you a number of them shortly so that you may 
Judge. 

The last tie I wis in Shan Hai Kwan I got a few more 
small bags of that dry land rice that will make it possible to 
extend the rice belt to New York. I alse found some Sorghum that 
grows on rather alkaline land. In the next box of seeds I will 
ship these. Did the other boxes arrive? Yesterday I spoke with 
Mr. Williams of the U. S. Legation and with Mr. McCormick, a war 
correspondent for New York papers, and both told me they grew rice 
way up in Mamchuria. Mr, McCormick told me also that there are fine 
forests around Kirin and he showed me photos of lumber rafts which 
come down the rivers. It mst be an interesting country up there. 

Well, this time I'll close. I would make a sugyestion, 
though, before I finish and thet is, I wish you would put a little 
less officialness in your letters and a little more warmth, for you 
see I am all atone here and am not much in conversation with fellow- 
men so one needs & little sympathy in his letters. 

I remain with kindest regards to all, 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK NH. MEYER. 


Peking, China, December 21, 1905. 
My dear Mansfield: 
Tonight I am about through with my officiel mail and I'll 


write you an answer to your cordial and sympathetic letter. 
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I see with pleasure you had such a good time down the 
Potomac. Do you know, I wish I could have accompanied you fellows, 
for I know too well those beautiful banks, lined with trees of all 
descriptions. 

So you are going to be a gemine Veterinary Surgeon. Wy 
best wishes to you during your years of study. Yes, in the line of 
professions, it is higher to be a reliever of distress than to be 
a producer of art, though both are good, 

You were at the Great Falls, also? Yes, f know them too 
well. Didn't I go to them in that cold February night and did't 
I almost freeze to death. Well, that is all past history again. 
Now I am living in different surroundings. You found at least chest- 
nuts, but I, poor boy, found only rotten black walnuts. You aske 
me whether we have chestnuts here in China. ‘Sure Mike, I say, nice 
ones, too. I hope the packages with them have arrived by this time 
in Washington. 

About pictures, I may gay that the people to whom I showed 
my work praise them all. It will take a professional man like you, 
of course, to sce whether they are right or not. I have already 
gent a couple to Brother Fairchild. Ask him to show them to you. 

No, Mr. Pleters and I do not write very much. ‘That is, 

I wrote him several letters but didn't get an answer as yet. I 
‘suppose he is too busy, coming back from such a long trip. 

Thanks for your trouble in getting my trunk. I am sorry 

pied went to so much trouble for 1% Well, as reward I'll send you 


some postals from time to time. Isn't that all right? 
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I got your shutter this afternoon, but I do not need it, 
for ag you know probably already, I bought me a new camera which 
works 0.Ke It ig also a screen focus 4 x 5 but the shutter appears 
to be much stronger. The other shutter is on the way to the States 
and a new one, an Unicum (?) is on the way to China. I'l] haven 
then two cameras but that is all right. A man never knows what 
there is going to happen with things here. I'll keep your shutter 
in case of emergency. The duplicate rubber ball is also very welcome 
Fa country like this where things are so hard to obtain. 

My sincere thanks to you for your hopes of my success. I 
hope you fellows keep on wishing me good things and sending me 
encouraging letters from time to time. You see, I am all alone out 
here and have often for weeks nobody to talk to, except my guide, 
who only speaks Pidgin English; like topside for above; bottom side 
for down below; 1 piece man for 1 man, etc., etc. For so far as I 
have letters from Wr. Fairchild they seem to be well pleased with 

my reports. He trusts I'll be able to keep them up so they think 
it is a fire that burns out quickly. Oh, mo, you Know me pretty 
well, don’t you, Mansfield? Well have a look at mez; do you think 
that when I want to maxe a success of a thing, I wouldn't be able 
to do ao? Hal Hear me laugh! I'll show them that the selection 
of Prank Meyer was a good one. 

Your suggestions about being careful with water, etc., 

came & setts late, don't you thing so, too? I could have been dead 
and buried long ago if I hadn't practiced an extreme care with water 


and eating raw things. 
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I have @ mumber of pictures which I took in Boston, 
Thank you for these and also for those you were so kind to send 
to good old Jackson Dawson. Sey, don't you think that they are 
nice? I was amazed to see how fine I took that hemlock hill. 

Now, you talk about songs. Well, this side of the 
problem is one of the poorest here in Chine. The Chinese as a 
nation, do not care for amusements. Yes, they have » few tame 
things, but it doesn't amount to a row of pins. The whte people 
have often phonographs, 0 as to keep the memory fresh and green 
of their native countries and here in Pekin or in TMentsin I often 
stop and listen to a nicely performed piece on such an instrument, 
but still, it isn't like the genuine article. 

Your photo is fine, only you look far less serious in 
reality. Why did you look so full of dignity? ‘The next one you 
take must be when you are in camp and just after having had a nice 
self-caught fried fish. 

Well, now a little about this Chinese country. To bogin : 
with, it 1s getting pretty cold down here. Last night it was 10° 
above. I pity these poor Sueiirk that Lay by tens and hundreds ba 
sheltered spots in the streets during the night, clad only ina 
few vais Poverty is terrific here and in winter time especially. 
This country really has more people than it is able to sustains and 
they are multiplying yet at a tremendous rate. The yellow peril is 
not such a chimera as some people think. Of course, in war the 
Chinese won't come so quick to the front es the Japanese, but in 


patient toil and in ousting every foreignemade article from the 
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markets of the world, in thepe they will be the real peril, and as 
such, they are greatly to be feared. As you have seen by this time 
in the papers, there is a atrong feeling beginning to grow here in 
China to get rid of the foreigners. They are very foolish in making 
these demonstrations, for they are not able as yet to back things by 
force of arms like we western nations can do, but still, it may 
cause ug foreigners quite some trouble these coming years. 

I treat. thom always nice and kind, no mtter how much they 
lie to me, so if I ever get into trouble, it will not be om my account. 

I have suffered these last weeks quite some cold, while I 
was in the country. As you know, the Chinese have only brick beds 
and mow when & room is occupled by 20 or 3 men, they heve a fire 
underneath these beds, but when & white man wants a room unt® hin 
self, then, of course, one gets a room which is not much used and 
in which there is no fire. To heat those bricks takes more than a 
day and the smoke one has to rite e: Cowting that time made me 
generally prefer to sleep on the cold bricks, but is far from nice 
I can assure youe When I eat my food in such a place, I sit on a 
few blanscets and have an éeliiiny winter coat and a shéépskin on 
so ag to xeep warm, for the paper windows are ina pitiful state of 
repair and it would be better sometimes to have no paper at all, 
instead of hearing the wind flap the fragments up ani down. Yes, 
my thoughts in such places are not always of the cheeriest. 

Still, when the eum comes out the next day and I see the 
beautiful bluish mountains in the distance, then I felt again that 
4% isn't so bad after all and so we go along from one day unto the 
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Well, Mansfield, this is a long letter, Hal I hope you receive it 
in good health. 
| With kindest regards to all, 
Very sincerely yours, 


FRANK BW. MUYER. 


Peking, China, Deo. 22, 1905. 

Dear Mr, Fairchild; 

Yesterday afternoon I got your letter dated November 6. 
It had been om the road exactly 6 weeks. ow, you ask me whether 
I think it advisable to spend the winter around Peking or eo farther 
South. Well, it is getting very cold here, as I have already written 
you, but, when a letter doean’t reach me soon, I think I*1l have to 
spend the winter here because in my letter of authorization there is 
written I can go only on written instructions. ‘hie is not very 
nice. Well, perhaps another letter will soon arrive telling me 
what to do, for of course, when this letter reaches you, it may be 
pretty near February, and When an answer comes, it must be in March 
and then it is hardly worth going down South I think I should have 
been etiswed a broader field of work as omly around Peking, for se 
you see, now a man can't count on mail like in the Seibens. Every- 
thing takes go much more time here, These least days I have had con- 
ferences with Minister Rockhill and the secretaries, Mr. Williams 
and Mr. Goolidge, concerning a passport and a written permit and a 


Chinese letter of introduction, all for Janchuria. I ie far from 
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easy to obtain permission to travel in Manchuria and my things are 
being gont up to Tokyo; whether we'll get a favorable answer nobody 
knows. Mr. Rockhill spexe about me to Baron Lomurea last night, but 
this shrewd gentleman answered with the characteristic polite Japan- 
ese way that he was very sorry but had no power to do anything of 
the sort. Well, it is worth doing some trouble for, for Wnchuria 
seems to be a very interesting country. — 

About the bamboos, on Mr. Natimg's place I have been 
speaking already. I hope to see them wikhin a few days. I do not 
think, though, that they will differ much from those on Mr. ants 
place in Tientsin of which I sent you a photo « few days aco. 
Yesterday I also recelved the shutter sent to me by ir. Yensfield 

the letter dated November 20 in which you ask me to send 
to your office a mumber of signed vouchers was received by me this 
afternoon. Iam very sorry that I have to disappoint you in this, 
for I have only 7 vouchers left, that is two for this month, two 
for Janvary end two for Pebruary, so I can't part with them. Please 
send as printed matter s mumber of them, then I'1] return them 
signed. To do the best I can, however, 7 will sign o whole sheet 
of signatures then you my clip them out and paste them on the 
youchers, explaining matters. You'll say, "th, that won't do”, bub 
what elee can we do? I am far sway here from Washingtonband I am 
afraid my official supplies will rum out some of these dsys anyway. 
A thing like a typhoon or a fire or 2 robbery, 211 these things are 


extreme in a land: like this. 
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You speak also eels duplicate and triplicate vouchers, 
about which you wrote me Saturday. Well, that letter didn't errive 
as yet; maybe, though, ina couple of days. ‘ell, it does me a 
very great pleasure that my letters are considered interesting. 
Now, in the next letter please tell me what things are the most 
interesting in them so that I have a little guidence in writing 
my next ones, for you see, I just put the things down as I think 
they are right and do not always know whether other pesple will 
think so, too. 

With kind regards to all, [ am 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK N. MEYER. 


PS. Yesterday I sent one letter through the Chinese Postoffice 


and another registered by way of Jepanese Postoffice. Please Let 


me know whi ch one arrived there first. 


Peking, Daceuber #6, 1905. 

Dear Mr, Fairchild 

Herewith I send you four bundles of outtings, by Japanese 
parcel pot. They are mostly grapes, collected near Tientsin. You 
ean use all these for Atlantic Coast triel, for I sent Mr. Dorsett 
an even larger quantity of them for Pacific sieve distribution. 

So it is aleo with the yellow rose. Chico receives as 
large a quantity as you. I wish you would send some of them to the 


Arnold Arboretum for Prof. Sargent asked me to get some for him, 
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That rose may prove to be a very good addition to our hardy shrubs. 

I would suggest that you give the peach budsticks (No. 69) 
(17470) an especially good fumigation for there are some scales on 
them which may prove to be bad peste. 

I also send you two small boxes of a new kind of grass for 
which I may perhaps get plenty of abuse from the lawn-mower factories 
and from the rubber hose concerns. . Vell, I don't care for that. It 
will save a tremendoug lot of drudgery if we can establsih this grass 
in the United States. Thad seen this grass a few times already, but 
on account of ite remaining so short I didn't consider it eo impor- 
tant, but after the Gerdener of the German Legation grounds told me 
that it is really the only grase here in dry “»rth China thet keeps 
green notwithstonding long droughts and that it never needs mowing, 

I saw at once the utmost importance of it, especially for the regions 
in the United States where there is a slight amount of precipitation. 

T wish you would mention in your next letter which box 
arrived in better shape. 708 is packed dry just as I found it, 
while 70C has moist sphagnum sprinkled between. If possible, grow 
avery bit of itit If 1% arrives in good shape, I will probably 
gand more. 


Y received your letter of November 14 in which you mention 


“the matter of sending in a statement of the rate of exchange. 


Tomorrow I am going ont to get some ecions of the Pistacie 
sinensis, more seedlc sa persimmon scious and many more small things. 
fT expect to be out between eight and ten days. By that time I hope 


instructions have arrivaltelling me te proceed Southward, 
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With best regerds to all, 
Yours respectfully, 
FRANE NM, MEYER 
Peking, Dee, 26, 05. 





Dear Mr. Dorsett: 

Herewith I send you 5 bundles of cuttings neerly all 
of grapevines which 1 collected around Tientsin, I think they'll 
éo well with you, fof in the cold and wintertime none of them is 
left above the ground Cown here. The Chinese natives bury all 
their grapes in deep dugouts in the ground, covered over with 


soil On. so : i 





stems and with a fow holes left open for ventila- 
tion. — 

There is also 1 bundle of rose cuttings of a yellow 
rose which may prove to be a welcome addition to our hardy shrubs, 

Then I send you also 2 small boxes of gress, which may 
revolutionize the lawnmower business. You see on the note what 
a value I pot on it. This is no joke} If possible grow every 
Dit of ini!! 

If you write me, please mention which one arrived 





best. VOR ia packed entirely dry and 700 has molest sphagnum 





between it. It looks brown ani dry now, because 14 has been freen~ 
ing hard here already, but in thie case looks don't comt. ‘The 
foots can stand any amount of drought end heat. 

Tt is getting pretty cold here, a few days ago it 
registered 10° sbove; tomorrow I em going im the interior again 
for 8 or 10 days and when I come back I hope to find instructions 
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waiting me toe proceed southwards, 
| Wishing you the best, 
I remain, Sincerely yours, 
| Dec. 29, 1906 
Deer Mr. Meyert 
I am in receipt of your letter bearing date of Nov, 14, 
1905, together with identification cards Hos. 101, 103, 107, 110, 
113, 116, and 116, ‘The peckages of vine cuttings Bos, 94, 95, 
101, 103, 107, 110, 114, 115, 116, arrived Dec, 25th, for the 
most part they were in very good condition; one or two of the 
packages were quite dry, a few of them over moist, in which cases 
the cuttings were covered with black mould, I think however 
the majority of dl of the cuttings will grow. A few of #101 
were dead, 75 apceared in very good condition (This package was 
very dry) 102 has not yet been received, I sow Mr. Pieters in 
Triseo, Dec, 23rd, he said he would write you to send every- 
thing here and 1 could reship what was for Washington, 
I arranged today fof 200 wild persimmon stocks and 
¢an take care of any scions you may send. You no doubt have 
made a good find in that large one, we willbe giad to have scions 
of it any any others you consider fit to send. I think we should 
have some of the seed of the wild one you speak of, 
We are all getting alone very well, you surely have 
failed to get sowe of my letters. Mrs, Dorsett died August 13th. 
Mother from Washing 





on is with me and helping we with the children, 
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They have been having malaria for some months. 

Your letters are read by us all with mech interest, 
The Chinese are surely more oreficient in eericulture than Ameri- 
cans; your description of their rotations, intererenpping and soil 
tillege are interesting erd instrective, They ere ovidently a 
rate of people that pay strict attention te details, in some in- 
stences 1t would seem that their time might he used to better 
adventage, 

You failed to enclose identification care fof #l02. All 
joim me im kindest reogorés and best wishes, 


Sincerely yours, 


In Gharee. 
Bee. 29, 1905, 
Dear Mr. Moyert 
Your letter of the 16th of Nov. 1905, enclosing identi- 
fieation cards Mes. 94, 95, 112, 114, ami 115, reeeived. I heave 
already written you concerning the condition im which the apricot 
scions arrived, Yes I think we can handle the grape cuttings 
even though they are short. fe have plenty of vench mt no avri- 
cot seediines, these however, we can procure from the local nursery. 
Say, how about your sending one of those “white barked pines", 
that is fully 3 centuries old. I am a little afraid if we plant the 
seed that we will not be able to see it im all ite grandeur and 
beauty. We already have about 25 sacks of neat soil. We will be 
gled to get the walmut 2cions, we heve fine stock of the California 
and Bastern black and can bench graft those you send. 
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We will do the best we can with what you send, 
Very truly yours, 
In Charge, 


Peking, China. : 
domary 14, 1906. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

These days I am back again in Peking efter having been 
out about eleven days. I haven't been frozen as yet, but suffered 
senewhat from a cold in my knee. 

I got your letter just now, about the finances. Well, 

I think I had better sleep ome night over it before answering - - 
but « - | 

Yell, i will try to give an account of this last trip. 

On Detenber 29 we started out from Peking enroute to Festern 
Hountains. On the way I secured some pictures of whitebarzed pine 
trees and got some cuttings and seeds of a large Lycivm, That 
night we slept in « temple in the mountains where it was pretty 
cold, not having any fire in these airy rooms. The next morning 

a fine snow fell mt st about one it cleared up and we had bright, 
cold weather. I utilized that time to get a lot of secions of the 
male and female pistathe trees and has severel men and boys at work 
to try to get a quantity of good pistache seeds, for most of 

the trees bore simply empty cagsules. I oaid many 20 cent pieces and 
got but Little seed, It is very hard to get it for they are small 
and have about the same color as the grounld from which they have to 
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ve picked up. Notwithstanding my offering one Mexican dollar for 
a& small linen bag full, hes eee not willing to do the job. 

The Pistache, though, is @ fine shade tree, especially 
the male form and for the mild-wintered regions of the United 
States 1% will be a nice acauisition, 

In a temple yard that same day I collected a quantity 
of scions of the Chinese horse chestnut of which tree Professor 
Sargent had written to Mr. Williams of the Legation that it ve 
mains to be introduced yet into the United States. 

Well, I would suggest that you send Jackson Dawson a few 
s¢ions and obtain for the rest a .ood prise from some nurgeryman. 
It will probably be a good shade tree for the United States. 

the last day of the year found us om the road in search 
of the famous Peking pexr for which I have been looking ever since 
I camcto China and for which fruit I made quite a few trips in vain. 

Well, I didn't happen to strike it until New Year's pay, 
but then my joy was great to start 1906 in puch a nice way. I 
procured a whole lot of scions from this pear and from some more 
varieties and I would strongly recommend the Department to distri- 
bute every scion or bud, they do not need themselves and to give 
them to Se at suceessful growers only. For these pears will 
probably give us an entirely new strain of thig fruit. 

The soil is rather sandy, where these pears grow and B 
shore distance from the orchards it seems to be entirely gand. To 
prevent thie sand from being blown all over, the Chinese have long 
rows of smill poplars planted from Fast to West. I send some cut- 


tings of them, They may be of use in the States for the eame purpose. 
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On Januery & we proceeded on donkey back to the mountains 
near Fang-shan. ‘Well, we had to dismount moet of the tite on scconnt 
of the passes between the rocks being too steep. I fell at one time 
flat under the donkey, or rather the donkey on me, but having a 
heavy coat on, none of my ribs broke, Well, I had heard there were 
some nice trees om an old imperial tomb in these mountains but to 
my great disgust I found that the trees in question had all been cut 
down some years previous, Yot, the trip we not in vain, for I found 
in these mountains the gomuine wild peaches and apricots growing all 
between the rocks. There seem te be quite some varicties of these 
peaches. I send you herewith cuttings of three different varieties 
but doubtless there are more. 

| In a better season than this it may be nice to explore 
these wilds more thoroughly, sot that I think it will contribute 
much to our fruits for the fruit has no value from an eating point 
of view and even for resistance of cold I hardig think it will be 
found to be good ag such, but as a spring-flowering shrab or tree, 
it will probably be highly estimated. ‘the natives at deast told 
me that they are very lovely in springtime. Why I do mot think 
they will amount to —_ in resistance against cold has this reason; 
in these mountains the cold raw winds are prmetically shut off and 
the rocks absorb the shn heat in the day time and let it very slowly 
yadiate at night so it is as a rule warmer there than it is on the 
plains, Ome ean see it “ the trees. While walmits, for instance, 
didn't thrive at all down below, up in these mountains they looked 


thrifty and healthy. 
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Some time ago there was an agricultural explorer out here 
in China in search of the wild peach, wasn't there? Well, did he 
find them? And where, if I may ask? 

sSter having gotten these peaches we proceeded north agein 
for @ couple of days to obtain amother lot of seedlese persimmon 
scions and also cherry budeticks, which are budded and grafted by 
the natives on wild peach stock. ‘That cherry is perfectly unknown 
to me, at least, I never saw a bush-cherry until I esme to Chins. 

I am anxious to see the fruits next someer If T am here yet. 

A few days ago I went to Aimg~tal, a piace close by here, 
to try to obtein a lot of plants of the hardy bamboo which is growm 
there in some nurseri=. Well, they have only 2 gmall amount of it 
fé¥ there has beon a heavy demand for them last year ani it being 
a rather slow grower, increases by no means very fast. Well, the 
owner of the best kind didm’t seem to be very willing te pert with 
more than a few clumps. He said thet this time of the year we the 
worst of the geasonm to remove bamboo but that it is best accomplished 
in the hot, wet season, that is in duly, Well, I think we had | 
better try « few also in Merch or April. If I am not here, I'll try 
to find sowebody to do the job. 

Besides looking over the bamboos, I saw some other inter- 
esting things, They have several wrieties there of the Juniperus 
sinensige One is golden yellow, others very bushy. ‘This plant is 
used here very much as a windbreak and around burial places because 
it ie an evergreen and seems to be able to stam an Lemense amount 
of drought. 

? fhen, they have yellow roses of whieh I have alresdy sent 
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No. 67 and 68. Also a rose which looks like R, Rugosa but still 
differs. When they are in bloom I hope to see them again. 

Beside outdoor plants, they have hothouses made of sorghum 
stemg heavily plastered with med ani with vertical paper windows 
only on the South side. ‘they are heated by flues and tc keep the 
air aint they have large, opon vessele filled with wter placed 
at short distances from one armther. 

In the forcing houses they have also large, open vessels 
filled with Liquid night soll #6 as to promote a healthy growth. 
That the atmosphere in these places ie far from odoriferous, you 
may imagine. To my ubter amazement I saw forced cucumber plants 
with nice cumusbers hanging on them. If a young cucumber shows a 
tendency of golng ts be crooked, the Chinese simply hsng a piece of 
stone tied to a string on it and force it that way to be straight. 
Could we only do this thing to crooked people, too? 

¥ incuired after the price of these cucumbers and they. 
answered "BO cents a piece (Mexican)!" So this proves that a Crina- 
man also oan afford to pay much for these luxuries. ‘They do not 
grow their cucumbers in benches like we do, but have a few plants 
in a pot; first in a Little soil and when the plants get older they 
add more earth. 

They also had fine forced Paeonies which were forced in 
bloom in the ground above the flues snd when in bloom they were 
planted in pots. They sell for 60 cents per bloom, ‘they certainly 
looked fine. They were nearly all of the ordinary 7. Woutan type 
and a few had fim ly pinnated foliage like 7, Corellim. | 
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Then they had forced Kerria japonica, Weigela amabilis, 
dwarf wild peaches in many varieties, dwarf magnolia yulan, dwarf 
cherries, (these last ones all forced in bloom), di:ferent kinds 
of oranges, sometimes 25 fruite on one smill tree; so with the 
lemone, they had two kinds of these lemons, one kind like ours and 
very sour and ome kind looking Like a cross between an orange and 
® Lemon and not very sour at all. Those oranges and lemons were 
kept in very cool houses, together with different varieties of 
Olea fragrans, Naniina domestica, which were loaded with scarlet 
berries, Oleanders, not hardy roses, and a few more of this kind. 

In a very hot house they had a bunch of Jasminum sambac 
which were just coming in bloom, being heavily forced. 

4 totally novel industry was the forcing of onion sprouts. 
There was one house just chuck full of it. ‘They were cutting them 
and washing and bunching them. It was there about 90°F. ami I ate 
ny lunch theve amt was treated te onion sprouts, tea and forced young 
leaves of the tree of Heaven (Allanthus glandulosa). 

There were mbout 8 coolies working half-nuked, a furnace 
was burning and the gcent of the onions and the vessels with certain 
liquids referred to together with the heat, the novel food and the 
change of temperature whihe goin; from one house to anther, it was 
about 20° Gutside, well, this whole combimtion produced an effect 


upon my constitution which made m feel far from well, for a souple 


of days. Yes, @ man has to go through strange experiences down here, 


When in the mountains where the mach growe wild, I ms 


followed all the time by a crowd of eight men and boys who walked 
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wherever I went, ‘They certainly kept on followin; me for twelve 
miles, apparently for nothing else than to see how the foreign 
animal was acting, very nevemint one makes ig observed and comment 
Passed upom, One feels like a monkey in the Zoo who is studied by 
a crowd of provincials. I sometimes get provoked at these thines, 
especially when one feels a little out of order. 

‘while in geerch of more seedless persimmon orchards, we 
happened to strike an awful bleak and poor region and having eaten 
but very little at breakfast, I got very hungry at eleven o'clock, 
but the first village we struck couldn't accommodate us, but the 
Villagere sald one mile from there wee a nice place to get food and 
tea. Well, we proceeded only to find out it was a perfect falsehood. 
Well, these matives said. again,"1t is about 14 miles that you find 
an imn"” And siti while reaching that spot there was nothing tes 
be found. And eo they cept that game on until at last at three 
o*elock im the afternoon I could stretch my cold, weary limbs out 
on a brick bedstead with at last a nice fire underneath, Well, 1 
tlogsed my doors rather hard, for I was mad with 411 these Lying, 
yellow rastals, but after having had a pretty substantial meal, I 
began to feel better and began to think that theyprobably did it 
that way not to discourage us by telling at once that we had to go 
from il a.m to 3 pem. before we would get anything to eat. 

XY also send with this letter the notes concerning the 
parsels vhich T hope to ship tomorrow, Ina few days totes ani 
photoes will follow, too. 


SS a oe ere Pane Te tae GK 


ie a gs ah st an ae 
ate ’ rit 














; a rl AK PS ee ES 
ae. ARR oa eyes 2 x be 


“ mgtaret ost eon ow of ads ost 2 nt ont el wiaqge ae Lie 
ad Ces Se ead Sg ae wind “im iy 
trossie: Sas bovroade at sonia one sronev on ‘ert 1 
oh Meets es cy 
we botnada ar arte os ons at ‘wares 9 ests aoe <a 
i Sa a ae a 
waales aeons $e boserent tes aomtreacs i va stom) : 
RR ee we ee ee ee es ee Re se Ree por “sige be a } 0 ies 
| sx0b10 te tue ‘ots ahs a et0a2 a6 sted vifeloeque tg Ma ‘ 
ies ON vi ate woe: Hue fuse pane ea oe 
abusive soon mea seekbent osm 20 ome at A | i 
5 REE ke ; > ne e * a] 4 


Kaeo wnat bas notyen Boom nas ood Softw me 









’ 


‘ } tg atk ee 
foogh eile a 























-doeio' nevete ie ‘vrai vier te cs \featinené ta onvens y “ih 
AG8 16 ae ee re 
oat sud eth otabomens. tubi60 Baggs ow cuathty gent ome? tog SE 


” e ie Tes i SA I) eS 





hae bout tem et ante opin 2 saw ores souk per myf ae 
no oP yoko. tewl, 208 eee 

+boodoniat torte, & aw at are ‘et at ine beg eanere ow .ii8w si FAUT 
ae WSMNOE Rc 

‘bak not tacit sof te # tuods ak 4 etoge Die \ aenees oveit (iw 
“ at 


ee 


ot "gelato uum cod ores tere ‘toad yabitoann Be eee | 

vootsit te tant ta pe we pein “tans naa ‘anaraia ‘ 

“tao sdabs cxa0 bee foterte 1 divee ." soomesta 0 ote at 5 

I ,ifev stbsosiabns » ont eotn oe tal “Ya tlw Bewtebod so ae rol 

fs satel soon? fis the ‘bet. aoe oot fee pled piodet 1 86 

‘ 1 aime lai tuesedse widow por antved sot tot yet 
£2 dae bow ee ae rrr. Fr 0 


“#h DED vdodera was Sahd 8 maged Bae tod 


ee 34 





de ia 


my wt? 4 CHALE Ey see | LR ot boy yet 
193 ed bad ow B24 cone $0 gabled 46 ax Oe 
Ce Ribe Sie Baten gape a wie het a hee Se a ee 
sseherd oe qildiyia wos over ov 2 
a Tgpage TS gh iY WETS ki YoRh ote 
oat aataxto.e9 ‘ore at te 
ngs a Pt Sa i if cage sys RSs es 
“tne sevon ‘wend: vet sat . 
ble ee Nee dow fa: at hal wr 
_ eR Sone Bie 


extent i 


105. 


With best regards to all, I remain 
Yours respectfully, 

FRAnK B. WEYER, 
P.S. Perhaps the Department will send some of those pear scions to 
Chico, too, isn't it? 

Peking, China, 

vanuary 14, '06 

liy dear Mr. Dorsetts 

As you eee 7 am back again in the capital, after having 
been out fo# about 11 days im the cold and in this time of the year 
far from agreeable country. 

Well, my trip wasn't in vain the, I secured this time 
scions of some very fine vears, got then algo of the Chinese maie 
and female pistache. The male tree esveciaily may prove to be a 
fine shade tree for California, It is deciduous, hes graceful 
pinunated foliage and asewnes beautifulcolors in fall time. I put 
on the note concerning it, a number of mawes of different kinds of 





mace, bat you have fine wild sumacs out in Gal. Couldn't you try 
a few of them too? 
| Then I found in the mountains near Fangshem the originel 
wild peach and apricot. As fruit trees, they won't amount to any- 
thing, bat as spring flowering sarubs or smalitrees, they may prove 
to be nice aquisitious. 

i hope the young catalpa trees will arrive in good shape. 

This is a very beautiful tree anid makes a stately trunk, It is ex- 
¢ceedingly rare in “europe or America, There are here in China a 


x 


«Se TEM weet. a eee ee 
of enotee tasq ends To amon Baee ike drecd raged edit veda Por 
(tt ¢maz .oot 00k 





id) .Qiies 

Ot dk erases’ 
‘titonaed “a took, = : 
aukved te¢%9 Latiueo en? at atege vost aa Lesa myek |. ., 


en thd 


taey oft to auld ah? ai Sue bfoo edd at ayab it dietieh te dled 


+eitaveo aidesotge. mut x6 

gmk? aid? beweee 1 woods miev af d*eeew ait ye eel: i 
sia @uecid eid to osla madd fog ,etmec anal} yrev moa Yo aagten 
a of of avorg you ~“iietooges ootd efan adt. .sedoatel elect Sms 
ee ee ee ae ee eee 


tog f semid. List af suelosisitdmed senwese tne agetlot bedaantg 





to alata igete vis Yo eemex To tedanm a. ah , aeahietilineeaiaeleed 
ead woy #! ehigod .to0 nt deo aosnue Altw ont? eved moytod: sosewa 
nario 


feninite odd aniegnel ta0n eeitns ie oe a: ees wee 


~yis of tawom ¢'now yedd .agetd fbvrk ad t phen ona Addy 
erorg yea yodd sec i tom nt ta 

| ae Te 
mda Song a} ertran Ltn ennt-apttns: nami ot eet Bo 
“ee ak $2 aunt Uotate 6 ees Sue gerd 4 








{ 





105=a 


few varieties of them existing, at least three, but owing to my 
late arrival I haven't been able as yet to find them all. 

You also have some willow cuttings sent to you under Jo, 
121, 123. Wellthis is a very curious form of a willow, You remem- 
ber the wbrella trees (Melia azedsrach v 





era) down in 
Santa Ana? Well, they have really a small resemblance to then, 
but they are in sumsertime a trifle more greeeful. If you plant 
some of them on a permanent place be sure to get them on a big 
distance of a read, otherwise their outlines are somewhat stiff 
to the eye. They do not need at all a wet place, indeed I should 
say they seen to grow here on very dry places. 

I send most of the things this time te Wash., like pear, 





ach, apricot scions, ete. I think tho, they'll send some back to 


In a short time I hope to send different seeds to you, 
among others a quentity of the Chinese pistache and some walmts. 

I just got a letter from Mr. Pairchild about my accounts. 
They are not in good shape. 

I had made them out in Gold and now they want the official 
native currency, a currency which only exists on waver, but in daily 
life all ether kinds of currency are used. Wow how I am going to 
square this job is a puzzle to me. If I really will be forced to 
do it, I probably throw the job and return for I am a botanist 





and not a banker 
You must mow n.l. that out here in China there is not 


a stable currency. There are 3 kinds of dollars which allvary, 
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there are mmerous kinds of silver coins which also vary, and 

then there are copper end brass coins which vary so much that one 

may travel 5 miles and get om entirely different number of small 

brass coins fof 1 dollar as what one received in the place 5 miles 
When I was in Heuen Hwa Fu im Mongolia, I got only 640 

pleces of cash fof 1 dollar, but coming sowth again (about 60 miles) 

I received 750, Wow, why that is nobody knows, but the fat is 

the same, So here in Peking we have large copoer coins here, which 

are supposed to be 1 cent pieces, well you try to exchange a doliar 

angi get copper for it. Do you know how much they give you? 80-83 


eente} Well, if I am going to translate thet money again in official 






money, that not exist im reality, well then I want a bookkeeper 
am atcountent all the time with me. Well, I'll sleep one night 
over it anyway and see tomorrow. 

Emclosed are the notes concerning the parcels, 

I aleo got a letter from Mr, Pieters. He says you are 
very busy ané need more help, Good news! 

Mr. Oliver wrote me, too, mot a leng one tho. 

Yell, wishing you the best and with best regards to all, 

| I remain, 


Sincerely yours, 





PRANK WN. MEYER 
den, 15, 1906, 
Dear Mr. Meyers 


Your welcome letter from Tientein, dated Mov. 27, 1905 





with enclosed identification cards received. The box, however, 
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has not yet arrived. I will do ss you recuest when it is received. 
I will note 211 your descriptions and remarks regarding the various 
plants and seeds sent us upon our record cards, ani will do the 
best we can to get things to germinate ani grow, Ve have been 
heaving some quite cold weather 22° above 0, I see from the papers 
that it was above 0 at Riverside and 22° above at Amaheim, I 
ques it wae cold enough at Senta Ana too, We are getting ready 
fer our spring planting, so far we have only had about three 

inches of rain, 

I agree with you it is a long time between mails, 
however, I suppose by thie time you have received « few of my 
letters. 

We passed a very quiet Xuas, Mother who has been with 
me since my wife's death helped me fix a tree for the children; | 
they enjoyed it very mich. T thoug 





t of you and wondered what you 
were doing ani how you would spend your Christmas. 

het me hear from you when it is comvenient. All 
here join in kindest regerds end best wishes for a happy and 





Very truly yours, 





Dear Mr. Fairchild: 
As I wrote in my letter yesterday I was going to sleep 


one night before answering your letter. Well I have sleot and my con- 
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elusions are? In other words, 





I would like to be recalled. You see, my work here is very far 
from being easy, bat I do not mind physical hardships mich, but to 
get all these troubles with the money, too, ie a little too much, 
That exvenses have to be stated in the native currency 
is all right, but when official currency only exists on paver and 
all other currencies are used in sctual life, well that would 
require a bookkeeper with me all the time. You must know, namely, 
that the so-called fael is simply a measure of a lump silver and 
it doesn't exist as a coin. Moreover, this measure varies in 
each town and even in different wrts of a town. I varies not 
only in purity but also in weight. Them, the Tael is divided 
in smaller bits of silver, which agsin are divided in copper 
and brass coins of all descriptions and values. 
But the people do not reckon them by the Tael value. 
No, they consider them as parts of the dollar. How, I have seen 
here already three different kinds ef dollars in circulation, 
i.e., the Mexican dollar in use everywhere, the Hong-Kong dollar 
very scarce, and A chinese dollar met very much between Tientsin 
and Shan Hal Kwan. ow, these dollars differ all three in 
value. The Mexican one has a nominal value of DO cents, the 
Hong-Kong one of 103, and the Chimese but 90 cents. But thie is 
only nominal value, In reality one gets for a Mexican dollar only 
80 or 83 cop er cents when one exchanges it and for the other 
two 85 and 70 cents. Exchanging the Mexican into cash pieces 
one gets in the one place 640 and 50 miles farther 300 pieces. 


In the places between, it varies with every two or three miles. So 
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that shows you what an immense trouble one has with his ordinary 
accounts, 

The amount of one's bill im a hotel is never made out 
in Taela and as the Tael changes every day in value, you may 
imegine what a thing that will be to chenge the amount of every 
day's lodging into Taels. Wo, we can't do that. If the Comp- 
troller of the Currency insists upon every day's amc 





unt being 
made out in Taele, then Agricultural exoloration will be immssible 
unier this system! 





There are two ways, though, te enable one to go along 


yet. The one is to change the total amount of one month inte 





Taels at the exchange of the average stand of the Mexican dollar 
pro Taels. 

And the second thing-is te pay the explorer er 6000 
pea and let him pay out of this all expenses; His money could 
be sent to him in a check monthly or quarterly an? his appoint- 
ment could be for 1/2 year or 1 year, just as they thought test. 
This last system would deo away with any account, bat it might 
prove that with a long lasting expedition the funds would not be 
sufficient, 

Well, I am waiting now for the letter Mrs, Bell is 


drawing up. Perhaps it will give me a little more light 





If you receive this letter I wish you would cable me 
one of these two words: _Stay. I do not mean you have 
to do it immediately. Mo, first you probably will have some 


conferences with the other officials; but after that I would 





like to imow as gick as possible. Otherwise, I may make expenses 
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which I can't get back and that won't do for I aa not a rich man. 
With beat regards, 
Resvectfully yours, 
FRANK N. MEYER, 
?.5. This morning I shipped to the Dept. in Yashineton 20 parcels, 
all by Japemese mail, and © paresis to Chiesa, They all contain 
euttings and scions of different things I have found. I am 
anxious to know whether they will arrive in good shane or not. 
About the finan@ial matters, I have to mention one 
thing yet, and that is, I didn't cet any signed statements from 
the banks whenever I drew money and I also do not kmow exactly 
how much I got every time. What a pity I haven't been informed 
of all these things befofe I left. It would have saved us lots 
of worry. Well, clouds and eunshine have to interchange, 
F.0.M. i 
dganuary 25, 1906, 
‘Dear ir, Heyert 
Your welcome letter of the 17th of December, 1905 
received. I appreciate your letter and also your kind words 
of sympathy at the less of my wife. It does seem good to know 
thet ffiends though many miles away sympathise with us in our 
troubles; yes with you, 1 regret thet you did not see her when 
you were here. She thought so much of you as a friend and was 
always pleased to hear from you. Uy dear friend it seems that 
I miss her more and more as time pasees, Our dear little children 
need her so much, I can't do for them as she did and could. 
Dear old Mother helps me a good deal, and I do not kmow how I 
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107. . 

could get along without her, But she is getting quite old and 
her health is none too good. You are right, I sometimes feel 
that I have had more than my share of trouble, However I must 
live and work not only for myself but for the children, I must 
be to them both a Mother and a Father. Yes they tell us that 
"the darkest cloud has a silver lining", and no doubt that is 
trues it sometimes seems that the darker portion of the cloud 
has so far overshadowed me, and yet I have much to be thankful 
for. Yes you too have had some of the bitter mingled with the 
sweet. But you are now in your element and I am exveeting you to 
make a flowering suecess. No doubt you have many disagreeable ex- 
periences, and yet there is a fascination about your work; new 
country, strange and interesting weople, new, rare, and valuable 
plante, all of which stimmlate a desire to push onward, The 
photogravhs you sent are fine, I would not take the tree to be a 
pine, I can easily recognize you near the trunk of the tree. The 
mountain scene is beautiful, I can imagine how you enjoy such 
beauties of nature. Yes I received your chotos from Japan, and have 
written you several times, Two vrevious letters containing invoice 
ecards received and answered, The registered letter of the 14th of 
Dee. arrived today. The shipments referred to in these have not yet 
arrived. Wo doubt you have heard from Ur. Pieters before this, I 
met him in San Prancisco last month, he was out on special business. 

Well, be good to yourself and remember us when you find ax 
thing that you think will do well with us. Ye will do the best we 
can to get what you send to grow. Look out for the Yeng tev, 
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ti 2 Ghisepsis, and get me such information az you ean con- 
cerning it, the quality and value of the fruit, ete; alse look 


out for the wood of] mt, Aleurites cordsts, we have about « 





thousand plants growing here now. 
Juncus cffusue seed, matting grass. 
to be one and the seme thing. I would like some seed of these also 
Norehoria if 1t grows there, 


If possible secure us some 








All here join me in kindest regards and best wishes, 


Sincerely your fiend, 


In Charge. 


Peking, China, 


Jamuary 27, 1906 


Dear Ur. Pairchilds 


A few days ago I received the letter signed by Dr. Gallo- 


way and requested by you to proceed to Shang-hal as soon as the weather 


became too inclement to do any more work in Uorth China. 





Well, the weather has been pretty rough of late. 


We got 
several heavy snowfalls and quite a few icy dust storms. So within 
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a few days I bope to start by railway from Peking to Hankew and from 
there down the Yang-tse to Shanghai. 
I om waiting just now for a few letters which probab- 

iy will arrive in one or two days. iI got a letter from Mr. Dorsett 
telling me that the first three parcels with cuttings arrived in 
bad shape. I am very sorry to hear that. I packed them in az 
I thought it would be right, but the distance is so great and 
Heavens knows in what places they kept those parcels sometimes, 
perhaps elese to the boiler rooms or in other heated places. If 
they all arrive in bad shape, we will have to do the whole thing 
over and I have to take the cuttings or plants over as personal 
baggage. I have keot some cuttings wrapped up im the way I sent 
them in my baggage for about three weeks and they were as nice 
after that time as before, but I hed kept them cool, If, however, 
they are kept in a warm temperature, they probably suffocate 
as is or with most of my shipments, 1 fear. I can try to 
send then without Schagnum, but then they will probably dry out 
to such an extent as to be worthless too for it seems that the 
journey is between five and seven weeks from here to Aserica. 
These are very difficult problems, How did other explorers in 
China get their material over? If I hadn't been in such a hurry 
when im Washington, I should have investigated all such things. 

The account of December and of this aonth I am not go- 
ing to send as yet. If the things come back after I have left, perhaps 
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| 109. 
it will give us more trouble yet. I think I had better keep them 
until I hear from you. 

Herewith I eend you 104 photographe with accompanying 
notes. It is rather hard for me to put any new things on thege 
motes as I put the most important items down on thease larger notes. 
‘If IT have to give more descriptions about things, please mention 
4%. In another envelope I send you ales the twelve signed account 
current sheets. 

With best regards and with hopes that things turn out in 
& good way, I am 

Reapectfully yours, 
PRANK HN, MYER. 


| Peking, January 29, 1906. 

Dear Br. Pairchil d: | 
Today I was called at the Legation on account of a telarram 

they had from Tokyo saying that there was no objection to me travel- 

ling through Manchuria when I wis supplied with the prover vapers 

and presented myself to the Commanding General in Kwantung. So, if 

I am still here in spring, that is, in China, and matters can be go 

arranged ag to facilitate financial affairs, then I wish you would 

let me know at your earliest opportunity to proceed to Manchuria. 

I think you had better wire me, for otherwise it will be in the 


latter mrt of April before I receive an answer. 
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i eleo wish te express my thankies to Minister Rockhill 
aml to the let Secretary of the Legation, Mr. J. 0, Coolidge, 
for the ascistance they cove me in recari to obtaining this 
pemad ssion, 

I wappose I will be in or around Shanchad 





receive this note, so my official address will be then ¢/o 
the Americen Consul, 27 remgin 
Yours respectfully, 





Feb, 7. Leoe 





Dear Mr. Meyert 
Your welcoue letter of the 28th of Dec, 1905, reached 
me Jon, 20th, and the material referred to came to hawl yester 





© anil 7d, both 
d equally dry. They heve been cared for in the greenhouse 
L that they wlll soon show signe of life, If 


day. We could see no difference in meckages % 








this grose actually has the advantages you claim fo? it, your 
estimate of the value is nome too high, I certainly hove you 
are correct in your observations concerning it, I sometimes envy 





you, in comection with being in a position to get your hands ucen 
wuch valuable material, | 
Some of the cuttings of (G7 were dead, aiite a number 
appeared ook, some of the: were pushing, we grafted sone of then 
Yoon some wild atock and placed some in anand in the creenhouse, 
The cuttincs of #66, apveared in cood condition, The 
piatimus label however war in such a condition as to be unintel- 
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Bigible; those on the other packages were by no means perfect, 
but could be read. I am sending these labels te Mr. Fairchild to 
be forwarded later to you. I do not think it is safe to use these 
labels, Cuttings #64 and 65 arrived quite damp, many of them being 
covered with black mould, however, they appeared in good condition. 

Cuttings #59, and 60, were quite dry, the tark, however, 
was bright and nice and they apneared o.k. but possibly not quite 
as fresh as #64 and 65. These have all been heeled in sand to 
be grafted and rooted later in the SEASON. 

The material referred to in one of your previous letters 
as coming by freight via Seattle has not yet arrived. 
We are having beautiful weather and are rushed with our 
spring planting, | | 

ZI hope you had a nice trip to the interior, All goin 
me in kindest regards. 

Very $raly yours, 
P, H, Dorsett, 
In Charge. 
Shanghai. Feb. 16, 1906, 

Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

Several days have passed again since I set foot ashore 
here in Shanghai. 

I will try to give you an oversight of what I have been 
doing these lest weeks. | 

T received three letters from you dated December 27, January 
5 and Jamuary 16. After I have described the past events, I will ans-~ 
wer them in detail. 
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Wall, I left Peking February lst at 7 a.m. by railway for 

Hankow on the Yang-tse. It was a very cold day and the snow was on 
most places one foot high. We rode through a plain with high moun- 
Sales on our left hand side and as the sun rose it got to be a little 
more comfortable as it was in the early morning. After a number 
of stops at dreary looking villages and towns, we stopped for the 
night in Shunte fou, I had a look in the Inn but it was so choer- 
less there that I returned to the car again where I spent a cold 
night. I say cold because these cars are not heated, neither do 
they have sleeping accomodations or have even a dining car, Hvery- 
bedy carries his own bedding and his own provisions with hin, 
| The second day was even colder than the preceding one 

and I had to put my sheepskin over my winter coat in order to keep 
warm, After two in the efternoon we went through some hilly count- 
ry end it got somewhat warmer but still travelling by rail in 
China is not exactly to be recommended to delicate people, at 

least not in winter time. Between four and five p.m. we crossed 
the bridge across the Yellow River, This bridge has been ovened 

to traffic only a few weeks ago but the structure doesn't seem 

to be as strong as it might have been and they were constructing 
willow wickerwork around the pillars to protect them against 
damages from heavy floods. We passed some orchards of Chinese 
dates, persimmons and apricots, but otherwise little of interest 
was to be seen, At 6 we stopoed agein for the night and I passed 
anfrozen through another night. 

On the Sra of February we began to enter milder regions 


and it was a relief to the eye to see big dark green clumps of hardy 
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bamboo around the mud houses and the farther south we went the 
more prevalent they became. Well, I suppose the locomotive had 
become overworked by this three days of service for although ve 
had started that day at 9 a.m, we made a halt for the night at 
a little after 3 p.m. I had been told by the Chinese thet 
there was a foreign bed in the inn in this town, whose name is 
Cu Ma Tsien, Well, 1 told the porter of that inn to leave my 
bedding in the car as I didn't need it this time, Yes, he said, 
you nase it; well, as I have gotten used here te se much lying, 
i thought the foreign bed story was a fake so I proceeded on and 
by entering the inn I was shown with an exhibition of pride the 
so-called foreign bed which proved te be a dirty spring mattress 
in an iron bedstead; but blankets, sheets, pillows had gone long 
since.. Still, as I had these things with me, it was not so bad 
after all. 

On the fourth day we left before sunrise and now we ex- 
perienced a great change in temperature. It seemed that with 
every mile we proceeded farther south the texperature also increase a. 
The bamboo groves became very numerous and they grew eleo much 
taller. New shade trees are seen here and there; on the terraced 
ricefields, a brassicae is in full bloom, and wheat is several 
inches high and looks vivid green. Broad beans (Vicia faba) are 
on some places one foot high and very much stood out. I under- 
stand that these beans are sown in early winter and pass through 
that season unharmed and produce very early crops. (Couldn't we 
do a similar thing in the Southern States?) 


Yow all these crops grow on the higher fields; the lowest 
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Oucs are too wet and too cold to produce anything in wintertime, 
but in summer every available inch is occupied with rice. 

4% the stations whole swarms of Beggars pester the travel- 
lers and wail like wild onimals, A man can hardly look in any 
direction or he is confronted with some of these parasites. 

To show the mildmess of the climate, I may mention that 
beys and men are selling water chestmuts and a smallsugear cane | 
(Saccharum Narenga) to the travellers. It seems that they store that 
sugar cane in cool cellars for there is not a stalk to be seen in 
the fields, 

Im the evening of the fourth day we arrived in Hankow and 
I am not a bit sorry that I leave the train, I see here for the 
first time the royal Yeng-tse River. My, what a splendid body of 
water this is. Its future possibilities as a medium of trade are 
staggering to a newcomer, 


In the evening I had a look into the native town and got 





inte some trouble, but by a diplomatic act I got out unharmed. This 


is the way it happened. IT had walked about half an hour, far in the 
native town, following the main ctreet which got narrower and nar- 


rower, the farther I proceeded. Well, I kmew I was followed by some 
rowdies but I didn't pay any attention to them, until I returned, 

then they jumped me with their fists in the back, and « few put their 
hands in my coat pockets and they put up a terrible howl which 

drew at once all the people around me, the merchants came out of their 
stores and apparently liked this way of doine, for they all joined 


in the howling end sneering. Well, I kmew if I became 
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engry, I would have been a lost man. That is, they would have 
robbed me of everything and probably been beaten too, if not worse, 
gO I just did ae 4f 1 took their howling for an ovation, and took 
my hat off and bowed in all directions and smiled like a president 
on his inauguration trip. At the same time, though, I took the 
greatest haste in mafthing on, and after a few trying mimutes 
I got rid of the mob and didn't stop until I was safely in the 
‘foreign quarter. The next day I talked to Mr. Martin, the U. 5S. 
Consul, about it. Well, he said it isn't safe exactly to go at night 
in the native city and especially not —. on secount of antie 
foreign feelings, and also because only a few days ago the servants 
of a foreigner killed a Chinaman in a gambling a and the 
body was still in the street and the Chinese were rather angry at 
this act. 
Well, these little incidents add a little zest to travel 
. 4m this uncongenial land, = 
My first day in Hankow I utilized in calling upon Mr. 
W, Martin, our Consul, who gave me some addresses of people who 
could give me information about the flora and products in and around 
Hankow, and so I came to see Mr. Everhall of the Standard 011 Com- 
peny who showed me a batch of young wood of] trees which he had 
raised from seeds ani he offered me his asicesiiii in obtaining 
seeds when I go up the Yang-tse where these trees are plentiful. 
He also leaned me a cony of Mr. A. Hosie's report on the natural 
products of the province of Tse-Clman, A very able report which, 
, if you haven't it as yét, is most certainly well worth getting. 
) I read it all through and learned quite a few thincs from it. 
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It is a British Consular report dated 1904, 

Another report also of Mr, A, Hosie is called “Journey 
to the Zastern Frontier of Thibet,‘1905." ‘This one is from a 
botanical point of view, far less interesting, but he makes men- 
tion of a plant he met which is burned for fuel and which is sticky 
like India rubber and smells like gutta-percha when burning. He 
doesn't kmow the botanical name. What may that be? If it contains 
gutta-percha in sufficient quantities, it might be worth cultivat~ 
ing in the arid West. I wouldn't be a bit surprised if it weren't 
some kind of an Asclepias. The Thibetian name is Sa Tung Chu, 

In another report, this one called “Imperial Maritime 
Customs. Decennial reports, 1892-1901, Yol. 1, Northern and 
Yang 





tse ports," there is a short review from the hand of Mr. 
7 Wilson of the plants and trees that occur in the fchang region, 
This list is well worth copying for the Department's use, and if 
you have it typewritten, I would be pleased to get a copy of it. 
Another gentleman I met in Hankow is Mr. T. J. Brown 
with whos I went around for two days seeing different gardens and 
a few nurseries. Mr. Brown gave me some seeds of a good Canton 
cabbage and of a vine bearing nice edible fruits. This one seems 
to be an Actinidia according te his deseription. Hs got the 
sae from Tchang. There is almost nothing here in Hankow which 
is worth introducing. It is all well lmown stuff. One tree, 
though, may be of use for the South as a lesser kmown shade tree 
and that is Fterocarya stenovtera. They have this tree here 
planted along the boulevard along the Yangtse and it does well, 


growing not too large, yet making enough stem to admit freedoom 
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of passage underneath, The most comzon evergreen is Ligustrum 
lucidua, then follows the Loquat and in the smaller shrubs we 
find Nandina domestica,Gardenisa florida, Aucuba japonica, ete. 

in conifers I saw some nice specimens of Ginzko biloba, Cupressus 
Zumedris, and a few | 
Plora is pretty poor. 





nensis. But as a whole the 


I @btained some cuttings of « grape vine said to be intro- 
duced here by the Italian missionaries, If so, it will be interest~ 
ing to see how this one will do in the southern states for the 
vinifera types do not do well there, isn't it? 

On the evening of February 7 I got aboard the steamer 
and after three nights and three days on the river I landed in 
Shanghai, We had an uneventful trip. I was here just as in the 
train the only white passenger, but than Heavens, the officers were 
all good, old white men, so we had many a talk. The river is grand 
all over, but in thia season everything looks dreary and as all 
over China the hills and mountains are pretty well denuded of tree 
growth, Still there were a few hills to be seen densely covered 
with serdhbeny. Our stops at different points were too short to 
allow me to get off the boat and the last day was so rough that 
a couldn't stay much on the deck, A strong gale there blew 
and plenty of wet snow besides and we are having this kind of 
weather now already for this whole aren rain and wind and wet 
snow interchange one another. 

testerday and the day before yesterday I have been out 


in the country with Dr. Yernham and I cot budsticks of different 
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varieties of peaches, some scions of persimmons and of apricots. 
Whether they are something new is very doubtful and as the Chinese 
here lie still more than they do farther north, I am very skeptical 
about distinct varieties. Just to show you how little one can 
trast them, I may mention this case. We were in an orchard in the 
outskirts of Shanghai where there were two verieties of peaches, 
peento ones and a whitish, large one, Well, theowmer didn't like 
it a bit to have some amall branches cut off, lose of fruit he 
said, go when I wanted some more peemeto ones he showed us with 
great pleasure a large tree of very vigorous growth which I 
recognised at once as a seedling. Wo, he said this is a large 
peen-to peach, Well, 1 picked a kernel up underneath this tree 
which was not a peen=to kernel, Oh, he said, the boys threw 
it there, but when I picked up 2 more of them and went straight 
to this peen-to trees which IT had recognized by having observed 
on them a few dried up flat peaches, well, then he had te give 
in and found out thet he couldn't beat this foreign devil, But 
of course to me these thincs do not tend to inspire with mech 
confidence in Chinese statements. 
| These scions I will send this time in tin cans to see 
gq if they sities in better shave, but whether they will do IT am 
| not so sure, Five weeks is a long time for a cutting to be 
without moisture, 
I will also send you a b@S with seede shortly. I ex- 
pected to take it with me personally, but as I didn't get a leter 
as yet calling me back I had better send it. 





a a ’ x ; ‘ 4 


. oe pr Oe ene : » % “4 
ere ‘cSt Shee MER alice Soe ae tinct ayaa Te ’ 


cada Ory AB, 


wa ederccin “tet deere Berd alk “eke! Boe ae f ote sneer aged i k 
eg Dts ba Pass 4 o 
Pe ny eae Mi ae 


ae ay o Bate. “Sus! ert Poa oT 


eaarhio edt = Srp 


AGUAS a LA Bart 
bis lin Apt) deh Rv Bs Sane Ee». * ream 


Leotiquia yinv ae 3 


Bh « kia 


man eno elseks co oe. ef dt Sccomaaiaiiaailinime san 

ad? at Srndore an af oxew s¥ sage ohdd mottaog yan 2 oso eomt 
= -_ypesioong om sotapise 9 ont Be attblaiam, 
~ ae —— ots 2 i, page, ofsee 


walt faba ‘temstoodd af 
of Short to cool ponent —9 {Leste TRE A UE ; 
dgbe axe beware. eA ‘top odsaner esos Som one Sednan itil shbsa 

















eek wie 
if, re a i 


- SMaairrd 


one sevens euyrogte 


ens A ae 


* Site aes ro 2 %, rs pe al e248 ¥ 
got elit disease has 


“pees _ See es 


12 seat 


Mba sed sh sad a 












BMS 
SS ser * 


6 ie ge “* ‘ e a EE ac 
Ce On LG V2K Siw ett Bl 


| tapes trier rome i o. 


2igs 





> 


wy Se wre! & oS apoendé FM i 


Ben oF Bee ahs iets pon Lunes, 
ma T oS [ikw ved? 


ger te APE 2 Ties ee 


oc of sutton = 20% ontt moat 9 : 










tua swad ovat 3 “ndwkewy Steaed we Sgt ewe 


we fla bees tte 306 calalibes 


tmeeto hs bs oolekde tet Sons, 2 


a 


otel @ ta d ahhb a ane ! 





117. 


After I finished pecking in and writing, I om going 
out in the country about 150 miles 5, ¥, from here in the region 
where Dr. Farnham sent the seeds from. He told me there is a blood- 
redpaach there but he doesn't Imow where it grows exactly. He 
also thinks there are trees there which may be unknown to us, low 
you see, Dr, Farnham is not a botanist at all and by being out here 
a long time and being very old he doesn't know what trees we have 
in the U. 5S, bat still there may be some new things there. 

Xk have some difficulty in trying to get a guide and to 
| get proper maps of that region. Still, I bought me a few fairly 
good maps, but the trouble is that the saiialinn there haven't 
been surveyed as yet, I have met Mr. MacGregor a coupld of 
times and we were glad to exchange thoughts agsin, He gave me 
some seeds of Sapium sobiferun 


ed him to save me sone, 





the tallow tree of which I had ask- 


Yes, how, I '1l come to the more difficalt part, the. 
answering of the letters. 

In the one dated December 27 you say that nothing has 
been heard as yet from the bozes with seeds I sent Bet in your 
last letter (Jamuary 5) I see that the mumbers lia and 15 have 
arrived, Well, these were in the first box, but there were 
ten more mmbers beside these two. Didn't these arrive, too? I 
sent them addressed to Washington, D. C., care of the U. S. 
Quartermaster, S@attle, through the China Forwarding and hxpremé 


Company. I will refrain as yet from getting in correspondence 
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with the different parties for 1 have a feeling that the things 
have arrived in good shape by this time. 

Yes, about the wrapping up. J+ seans that that isn't 
always satisfactory. I will try whether tin cases without sphacnum 
will do, In your last letter you didn't mention whether the last 
parcels arrived in better shape. Yes, 1 sent off some things part 
to Chico, to Washington and to Boston and gave them different num- 
bers, bat referred on the carbon sheets to mumbers sent. As you 


see from my last shipments I didn't send anything more to the 


Arnold Arboretum because I got a feeling that it wasn't quite agroe~ 


able to the Deoartmen’t people. 
| That the tage are bad I Imew but as a precaution I gave 


them a light coating with vaseline and put the mumber on the shinning 


tag as well as on the right hand upper corner of each parcel, s0 
even if the tag got off it could never come off from the parcel 

itself but you say the humic acid still acted on the metal tage. 
Please send me a few so I can see them, 

About those Chinese names, well, that is an extremely 
difficult matter. In the future 1'11 try to give the Chinese name 
when possible but the characters = that wilt ‘be very often utterly 
impossible. You mast imow, n.1,, that the common class of Chinese can 
neither read nor write, notwithstanding the belief which prevails in 
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Western countries that every Chinaman is eble to read and to 
write. And as 1 deal mostly with the humbler classes, I will 
have a pretty hard job in getting these thincs, Then you speak 
of photographing a character. Did you ever try to imitate a 
difficult Chinese gharacter, Mr. Fairchild? Do you Imow that a 
slight variation chances often the entire meaning? If I am go- 
ing to stay long in this country 1'11 be obliged to buy different 
kinds of dictionaries for the different dialects but as yet I 
haven't done it. I have bagzage enough most of the time and books 
are heavy and rather expensive too, 

About the money matters, well, that is the worst of this 
whole business. I had a talk with Mr. Rodgers, the Consul-general 
down here, and he told me that his compradore would assist me in | 
changing these dollars into taelis, etc. stc. I'1]l wait now till 
my first accounts come back, then we do the whole d---thing at 
once. Do you have some account sheets on the road to me? Other= 
wise, I am left out in the cold anyway. 

Suppese now, everything can't be settled, do you think 
I'll have to jis out of my own pocket? Or rather the Loan Company 
will have to pay and I them again. Weil, 7 haven't got it, so if 
such a thing might occur, I would like to know it beforehand. 

You see, I have been offered more or less a good position here in 
China and although I de not fancy this country, 1 would accept 
it to save some money to pay such debts off us I might incur with 


this exploring business and then J would return again to America 
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as a free men, 

i see some scions got mixed up because there were 
two different kinds in one package. Well, that is strange. I 
suppose the mumbers on the labels got eroded, Ten, in the future 
4133 send only one iind in one packsge. Now we come to your 
letter of Jamary Sth, I see my two letters of October 30 and 
Noveuber 28 arrived on the same day, That is funny. They mst 
have been delayed for that first one has been two — on the 
road, I wouldn't be a bit surprised if some of my letters 
hadn't become lost ex also that I failed to receive some of the 
mail addressed to me. I have already se¥eral indications of that. 

You speak about sending seeds by sammle post in tin 
cans, but you see then they mist be made so that they can be in- 
spected by the postal suthori tion and then can steal them for these 
Chinese here are not too honest. lr. MasGrecor just told me yester- 
day that the postal service has suffered a good deal from thievery 
among the employees. 

About these vegetable seeds, yes, if Mr. Tracy can 
handle them, all right. I have seen very little when I was in 
Washington of these trial gardens sc I thought that the Potomac 
flats were the only omen we hed and I imow that not all things ¢euld 
do well there. You write about the tubers, Well, they have quite 
a few for sale here in the einai. I do not know as yet whether 
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they grow here, but I am looking into this matter. As you knew, 
you can buy most of these tubers in Chinatown in San Francisco and 
some kinds also in Chinatown in New York City and in New Orleans 
end as for water chestmuts you can get them even in Vashincton 
in one or two of the chinese etores at the foot of Pennsylvania 
Avenue, So what shall I do about these thinzs? Look only into 
the cultural side or also send the things? 7 

About entirely new crops which may be of use to us, 
yes, there are a few things, but do we care for then? Now 
um peciosum This plant 
is waeful here in many ways. The Rhigomes are eaten raw, 


take, for instance, the lotus Hé¢) 





boiled, pickled and preserved in sugar. The seeds sre boiled 
and then coated with sugar and are very nice as sock, The green 
leaves are harvested, dried, and are universally used as wrap=- 
ping material for meats, fish, fruits, etc., and they are as 
such very suitable material, being supple and yet rather strong. 
These lotuses surely could be grown down south in swampy 
regions. 

Then, the bamboo shoots. Just now one finds splendid 
young shoots in the market, but do the Americans care for this 
vegetable? 

fmong the preserved fruits one finds a few items of interest. 
They have pickled green apricots here which after they have been in 


brine for a long time are taken out and put in a syruppy liquid, they 
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retain their nice green color and are really a nice relish. f 
think we would Like them too. 

Is the Ganarium album and Canarium pimelia introduced — 
in America? These are what we call Chinese olives. ‘They are eaten 
fresh, on} plekh 4, preserved in sugar and dry. Ag a preserve in 
sugar they are very nice and surely do mot have to be lowr ranked 
than candied citron rind, 

4 materia) which we might use perhaps, too, is the fibre 
of the fan palm (Trachyoarpus excelsa). ‘The Chines make brushes 
from it, nice floor mats, raincoats for the poor people and use it 
a8 packing material. 

Do you know that the young alfalfe is used as hraman food. 
I haven't eaten it as yet, but as soon as T have @ thange ['11 try 
it. That water chestnut might be useful to us se s winter substi-« 
tu for green corm. Mrs. Williams served it to us at Christmas 
dinner and the looks, taste, and smell were those of green torn, 

It was grated, of course, so that made it still more deceptive. 

I see extraordinarily large tangerines in the market. 

Some are as large as our navel oranges. I learned that they come 
from the Poochow Islands. Then ve cet pomelas here which are served 
in sections. In other words, one can peel them and separate them 
like tangerines and they are nelkhér bitter wor sour. I haven'+ 
geen es yet thie kind in the States, 

You ask whether I received the lebter of December 27, Yes, 

} As I have alresdy written. 
| I inquired at the Consults the other day shout Dr. Barchet's 
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arrival. He is expected to lani im Shenghai March 5 so maybe I*11 
see hin, | 

About that pear blight in China. Yes, it exists in Chefoo 
om the foreign pears there and I aleo saw a disease looking very 
mich like it on a wild pear in the grows of the temple of Heaven, 
Peking, I dried a few twige of 14 whith 1°11 send you. Then Mr. 
Yalte may see whether it is blight or not. 

They have two funny discasges here which I have never seen 
anyvhere @lge as yet and thease are a witeh~broom disease in the wild 
as well as in the cultivated Jujube trees (Sicyphte vulgaris) and a 
withh-broomlike disease in the apriset trees, 

The peach trees around Ghanghal sre badly attacked by gum 
disease and have also stales om them and most of the trees seen 
around here are more or less infested by seales. 

About the tarbon notes, I marked them 104 and 105 because 
there were two parcels of them and each had to have a lable, but 
they are the gam kind. JI put I and If on the pages go as to show 
that the one wae a continuation from the other, there being too 
much writing for ome page. I invariably put down at the bottom of 
the page where I gent the material to, this time it was Yeshington, 
b. C., on other pages you may aee Chico, or Arnold Arboretum, I[°11 
look over my notes and write dow: = few explanations for some numbers, 

28 and 29 = the same 

67 and 68 =~ the same 

7i and 90 «- the same 

87 and 68 «< the same 

104 and 105 ~- the same 
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124, 
102, 106 and 107 -~ the sane 
109 and 120 == the same 
121, 122, 123, 124 ~- the same. 
The next time I send things ['1l explain a few mre things 
if they look complicated. 
Now, your last letter of Jamuary 16. Iam very sory for 


iy, Dewey about the hemp, but you gan’t expect me to send seeds when 


IT don’t come across them, ‘the only instance I saw comine hemp was 


one fow of stragglim plants along a ditch near Peking and otherwise 
I have neYer seen the plants or the seeds as yet. Now, amut that 
hemp seed which was sent through missionaries to Kentucky; could you 
perhaps find out from what part of Chins that comes? China is such 
au enormous country and I have seen nothing, so to speak, of its; TI 
ais told that the best hebp grow: in Manchuria. Perhaps these seeds 
came from there. 

Then, I got a funny letter from Mr. A. Zappone about to 
furnish him copics of all decisions of the Comptroller of the 
Treasury that I have received while acting as temporary special 
disbursing agent. Well, I nover got any decisions as yet, se I 
ean't supply that gentleman with any. Or do they mean, parhaps, 

a thing like this money bueiness mow im which all amounts have to 
be mage out in native currency, wut still thie is a detision of 
the Comptrollor of the Currency, as you wrote me. And I suppose 
these two gentlemen are at fferent persons, aren't they? 

I received a letter from Mr. Dorsett telling me that Mr. 
Pieters had told him that he would write me to ship all m terial 
to Chico. ‘Then Mr. Dorsett could reship what was not for hin. 
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Has that been decided as yet? 

You say you and Mrs. Fairchild have a glass catside of 
Washington. Outside the District line? If you plant cherries 
as a spring delight, do not fail to plant Japanese maples for 
fall effects. I hope to see it some of these days. 

iell, I see I got my 45th pge. You may say perhaps, 


"Couldn't you condense it somewhat?™, Well, the next time I will. 





With best of regards to all, 1 am, 
| Respectfully yours, 


FRANK MW. MeYER, 


Shanghei, China, 
¥ebr. 20 '06, 


Dear Mr, Dorsett: | 

Your letters of Dec, 2th and @9th at hand. Of those 
of the 2th I got 2 copies, but the one was franked ani the other 
not, so I had to pay 3 cts, Mex. for package. 

Vell, te ansver the first one, first. I am exceedingly 
sorry that some of these cuttings arrived in bad shape; I thought 
I did as good as I could, the more as I had carried some cuttings 
packed in, in exactly the same way in my baggage for quite awhile 
to see whether they could stand it and I mst say when I whpacked. 
them thay were as fresh as ever, but I had kept them cool and I 
suppose some of the packages were put near boilers or stoves and 
got suffocated, 


You say cuttings of olives and pomegranates shipped by Mr. 








“got goloas esene 
.ayok exert? to ea of oon OF ecfent 
et her -yaia ok igi fiet 
“te to emis teed off Viket 
ee a ee 1 tem ate 


i Si tgeewts Fe wah oat 














‘ 





4a, Saye PoE of ve re ey a the 5 ee x ; Se 
oot fas Se Se oe Ri 
EO See es ee a a er a 

testes tes sae Sele pepe. ced 


tigen. = Pee ee pheete Syegey R —e we! ' 
i eee. Tene Sate eee “iss BL PAE OT 











Tab 3 ash O° 
‘ debts ry.’ * im @ i 


mpi ls adhere? gu 4 7 Sipe TEL ESS it ee he . 
“hat weed 2 ivi ae Aree she 


: oO" Of, acta g iB nccub ce, sudan neck“ ‘ | sa 


Vit See Sod ooet ee pee 2 al Rod 


‘tied 





“gud 30 teat dn ate tins “Aeoe Seer "te @ . 
sean ods og Bosatt mum sai old fired -ediqae’s: ‘tem, Fics ete 20 
r teh" ol 289 08 wag od Bad F 8° Bon 
ok? one dort ed? tee vinithieiliakenl 
YE Forde: aeaee me, epnitess @endd YO v2 ot acs setae 
dees aime Before ‘Bott Tots oro atl eacaad Dee Pee t 













































Clee eee ee EL Race a ap i 2 ae a sik oid Daw Fs eel het ae: fe, , 








126ea 


Kearny from Tonis reached you in good shape, but compare the distances 
with one another, Mr. Dorsett. From Tunis to California is 14 days, 
while mine shipments are often 6-8 weeks on the road, 

| Still this time I'll send you the things, except three 
packages, all packed in tin cases and coated with perafine to see 
if they arrive better, for there isn't one more chinese in the 
well-being of these things as I am myself, 


You say in your letter of December 29th, that Mr. Pieters 


. would write me to ship all things to you. Well, thet will relieve 


me of a good deal of work, but you get it then there, for there are 
quite a few thingswhich are not intended for Pacific Coast work, 

I do not think I send you any of the large seedless persim- 
mons, did I, Well, I hope they send yon some from Washington, 

Why do you think I failed to get some of your letters? 
Letters take sometimes a long time in this country to reach a man. 
About No. 102. I may say that if I wrote you, that I sent it to you, 
I simply made a mistake for that number was for Yashington, You see 
I had a whole lot of this var. of grape, so I send 102 to the 
Dept. in Wash,, 106 to the Arnold Arboretum in Boston and 107 to 
you and I see you got it too. 


I am sending you now 1 box of seeds but there are only 


‘a few things in which are intended for you. All thése cereals and 


samples of basketry, rake, ete. are really for Wash,, D. C. but I 


leave it over to your discretion what to send, Those pavershell and 
softshell walnuts are for your garden. Be good to that pavershell, 


for it is the only large one I was able to lay hands on and the 
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owner wasn't even willing.notwithstanding I offered him much money. to 
show me the tree. | 

You see, you have also the wild persimmon among them, you may 
keep them all, Wash, got enough already. I think you better keep the 
Pistecia Sinegsis seeds; do you kmow that I measured one specimen of 
this tree that had a trunk more than 15 ft. in circumference’? I was 
amale tree tho, The females don't seem to crow that larze. 

he seeds of 173a, a small quince, you better keep, I wasn't 
able as yet to find the bushes where they grow on. No. 194 I recom 
mend to you especially. May be tho it is the same thing which you showed 
me in your lath house, climbing toward the sky. 

About the varcels I ows sending you now. I may say this: de 
not take too much trouble with them for the natives are here (Shanghai) 
ere very much given over to lying and as I am in the wrong season, I 
am not at all sure that I obtained very valuable things. I+ may be that 
most of these peaches are known already to Americans, for there have 
been explorers here who have sent some of then home. Well, do what you 
think best to them. 

i enclose all the notes within this letter. Please send 
the notes to Yash, which you don't keep with your selection. 
| | I ship the box addressed care Dr, G. 5S, Baker, 6th & Townsends 
8t., 5. Francisco, with the 3.5, Coptic, exoected in San Prenciseo 
March 20, '06 and I suppose that most of the parcels will go the same 
waye 
| Just now we have an awful reiny time here; since these last 
10 days the sun hasn't been seen as yet and the rain pours down every 


so many hours, sometimes it changes into wet snow and a man doesn't 
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feel like exploring in this weather, | 

Still I hope te go out next week to explore the mountain wil- 
dernisses 150 miles 5.7. from here, where it is reported strange trees 
exist. let me see 
| Did the lost parcels arrive in better shape as the preceding 
ones: I got some complaints from Yash, that some of my labels were bad- 
ly eresed, you got that too? Well, I always wut the mumber not only on 
the tag but also on the right hand woper corner of the parcel too, so it 
is hardly possible that any evil could result even if a mumber cot erased, 
and I gave all the labels a rubbing with vaseline, so as to prevent any ac 
tion of acid or whatever it may be. 

Well, goodbye Mr. Dorsett, with best wiches, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 
FRANK N. MEYER. 
P.S. I forgot to mention that I packed No. 116 entirely dry, but the others 
I wrapped in nearly dry sphagmum for 7 had observed that a 4 days stay in 
@41 paver alone in a tin case had shriveled thes up badly. I also used 
perefine wax instead of collodion, not thet I think collodion dees do any 
harm but still, we'll try to aus the best we can, 

This dried specimen is a sweet potato in bloom, so you see we got 
even things here which you people haven't cot and as you always wanted to see 
one in bloom, I think it may be of interest to you. 1 enclose bill of lading 

tut you needn't bother about it. It is only a matter of safety, 1.1. if 
the tox doesn't appear within a reasonalle time, then you have something to 
substantiate your claims, 





errs - China, . 
February 22, 1906, 
Dear Mr. Pieters: 

Your letter of Jamuary 16 was reeeived by me yesterday. It 
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worked quitting upon me, notwithstanding it touched these miserable 
money subjects. 
Yes, I'll try to give you as accurate a statement as possible, 
fhe ciphers are sll in Gold. 


My Railroad and Steamship tickets from Jashington, D. C. to Shamg- 


had were together $302.00 
sau bill for expenses during the period from 

daly 27 until September was 268.90 

from October 1 to October 3] incl. 246.65 

from November 1 to November 3% incl. 2A. BD 

from December 1 to December 31, incl. about 150.00 


from Jammary 1 te Jamary 31, incl., about 
from Pebruary 1 to February 28, incl., about 
From duly 27 until February 28, incl. 





Se that seems to be about $220.00 per month, but suppose we say $250.00. 
That will be for the remaining four months $1000.00 and then my salary 
for one year (I was appointed July 10, 1905) is another $1000.00. Se 
if I am not going to be sent out on Very expensive trips, then I think 
that $3500 will clear me through, If, however, I make an ocean trip of 
long endurance, then it will be somewhat more, Well, I hope you will be 
satisfied with this statement. It leaves you about $1500 to use some- 
where else. 

I think I am doing the things rather economically down here, I 
wonder how much it cost others to do this work, Mr. McGregor told me that 
Wilson, the English explorer, spent 25,000 Lbs, in a period from six to 
seven years. That is something like $20,000 per year, but of course he 
went ee inland and sometimes 50 coolies in eaploy and I know myself thet 
servants cost money. Wot in actual wages, no, the "squeeze" as we call it 
here. That is, they charge us far more for articles than they are worth and 
it is very hard to remedy this evkl because it is universally done all over 
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127. | 
You think I have done rather well, isn't it? ell, thie is a 


most difficult country to do things well ani I have tried to do aa good 


as I could, bat now I begin to feel tired. These financial matters, exe 


pecially, worry me. The last vouchers and accounts had two slips with 
them upon which the auditor had made different criticiens, Tor instance, 

I had bought seeds from different people to the amount of 91.40 Now I must 
get a subvoucher or waive it. 

He alse remarks thet soda water and mineral waters are not proper 
purchases for reimbursenent, but do people know that it is very hard some- 
times to get something to drink in this country? And if one drinks, one 
has to be careful. I have had cuite some bowel trouble already. ven in 
the Zuropean hoteles the water is far from pore. I wish some people could 
just come over and see how miserably one lives even in « large hotel. 

Then, 1 had sometimes boys and men employed in collecting seele for 
me to the amounts of 2) or 30 cents apiece, Well, this is called personal 
service and I mast get subvouchers for it. 

You say near the end of your letter that I will contime to send in 
ny accounts at the interval of a month, Well, of late I haven't done so. 
I'11 wait till the last one comes back and then I'11] have the vouchers chang- 
ed. into the currency of the country end make the whole thing up at once, 

If a explorer goss out the next time, it would be a wise thing 
not to hurry him so much but on the abhoue to give him a thorough instrac- 
tion and save him end his superiors plenty of worry!!! | 

I didn't answer you as yet on your first letter, December 2nd, 1905, 
Well, I was gled you got that letter and also saw that to Dr. Smith, If 
you make extracts from my letters, please send me copy of a paper so I may 
see how it looks. | 

You spoke about sending pruning shissors and pruning knives. 
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Yes, if you could do that, it would be very nice, My own pruming knife 
broke, so I wouldn't mind it ‘ bit to get another one. And if I am going 
to be left here, I am getting sorely in need of account sheets, envelopes 


and paper, I mean official paper. I wrote to Mr. Peirchild already so 


- maybe a box is on the road to me. 


A few days ago while opening one of my boxes I found out that I 
had been robbed of a good suit of clothes, hat and shoes inclusive, and 
they alse stole some paper and emvelopes with it, It hapvened either in 
the baggage car while going from Peking to Hankow or otherwise on the beat 
tron Hankeow to Shanghai, What can a man do ageinst such a thing? 


I got a telegram a few days ago from the Secretary, Mr. Wilson, 


to proceed to Nagasaki, if I consider it advisable, Well, really, there 


doesn't seem to be any danger in remaining here. It is true the air is 
full of uncertainty, but there are twelve foreign warships in the harbor 
and many more along the asadt and we do not expect a genersl uprising. The 
last tine 100 rowdies were Idk lled here by the foreigners and they cot a 
pretty good lesson. Whenever Z cotie-in contatt:-with Chinese I tell them 
to be very quiet with the foreigners for the next time they eoule shash 
China and many of them know it, too, but they are too conceited to admit it. 
As soon as the weather clears up I'll go out in the country, 
for I have heard from different people that there are strange trees in 
the sruntelns southwest of here, 
I am sending Mr, Dorsett one box of seeds and several parcels 
with cuttings, Did the others arrive in good shape. 


While I write the rain pours down in sheets and everything 
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smelle moist. We haven't seen the sun as yet for these last ten 


days. Way it soon clear. 

Well, Ur. Matern I hope you receive thie message in 
the best of health. with best regards also to Mra. Pieters and 
those who remember me yet, I am | 

Yours respedtfully, 
FRANK HN. MUYER. 


Shanghei, Chine. 
Pebruary 22, 1906, 

Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

foday I shipped a Box with weeds to the U. 5, Plamt Intro 
duction Carden, chico, California, Most of the things im it are for 
other parte of the Wf. Se and mot for California, but as Mr. lorsett 
wrote me, he woul veship thines that were fot for him. There are 
not over-valimble things in. You already have some of most of then, 
the box is shipped through the agenta of P. & O. 3. 5. Company and 
goes with the S. S. Coptic which will arrive in San Franei ste about 
Maroh 20. ‘to get the box through I hed to go through a whole lot 
ef trouble. To the shipping people I had to go a couple of times, 
to the doctor to have him pase it, to the custome house to declare 
it of no value, then to the lighter and tug office and perheps I 
am not through yet, for the steamer leaves the day after tomorrow. 

Thed a tele with the devtor about shipping bulbs, etc. 
Well, he said nothing thet hae earth around it or that has been in 


the ground ean be shipped from hore to the U. 3. unless it has been 
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dipped in formaline. Well, as thet will kill most things, I asked 
him if there was not another way. Yes, he said, if you can get a 
specinl permit from the Merine Health Oepartment in Weshington, 5.C., 
then I oan let them pass. Wow, if I am going to stay here, wuld 
you perhaps get such s specisi permit for mez thot would ensure us 

a far greater success in shipping Live material, as to have things 
disinfected, 

I am sending Pre Dorsett also budsticks of different 
varieties of pasches collected around here. [It isn't very sure 
whether there are valusble things among them for ~ wasn't able to 
see if any fruits and the matives sround here are very mach civen 
over to lying, so we Gan only try and see if there is som thing 
among thei. 

Yhie time I packed all the cuttings (except three kinds} 


in tin eaves with almost dry sphagnum around them and we'll see if 





they arrive better. [f didn't dere to omit sphagnum for I head tricd 
to wrap some cuttings up only in oil paper in a tin case and after 
four dsys they were already remarkably ary and shriveled and would 
never have stood it for another week, mot to speak of four or five 
weeks. This ofl paper we got here is not air or moist proof, so I 


have to use Moss around them. I also used parafine wax instead of 


 Gollodian as Mr. Dorsett had written me that it seemed as if it had 


had ea bad effeet upon the ends of the euttings. I can't volieve 
that Collodian would be bad, mt still, we'll try until we find out 
the best way. | 

I reeeived your letters of Jamary 16 and 18 together with 


the vouchera. ‘Yes, I'll try to mke the necessary changes. 
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I also reeeived e telegram from the Secretary, Mr. Wilson, 
to proceed to Nagasaki, if I thought it advisable, to investigate 
the vue ani matting in Jepam. Well, it isn't so dangerous here 
aé the telegrams have mde it. Ye have plenty of foreign warships 
around here and the Chinese know it, too. ‘Ye'll weit in going into 
the interior for a couple of days yet. Nirstly, on account of the 
very bad weathor we axperience of late, nothing bub rain and rain, 
no stm to be geen for more than ten days, and secondly, I will wait 
wutil after February 25 because 4 general massacre of foreigners 
has been predicted and if the Chinese would be silly enought to 
start some rioting, then it is always safer to be under protection 
of foreign troops than to be alone in the count ry. 

After I come back from the interior perhaps after two weeks 
or #6, I may proceed to Nagagaki, for by that time the letter giving 
instrustions will have arrived there. 

I am sending you some dried specimens of some interesting 
Plant diseases I came across. I suppose you will know better than 7 
to whom to give them. | | 

When I have been sending scions of different thinss I was 

always careful not to take them from diseased orchards or trees 50 
I hope I am not introducing amy bacteriol disensessfor scales, ete., 
you always fumigate the things, don’t you? 

Well, with best of regards algo to Mrs. Pairchild and 
others who know me, I am 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK BH. MeTER, 
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Kotes in ro, 
Poar Blight. 

When in Ghefoo, September $, 1905, many of the pear trees 


"a to the Follow Plant Diseases observed in Chima, 





had unmistaka’ly severe attacks of blight; some branches were 
entirely dead, others the tops were black and here and there a 
whole tree haa died, These trees were either liported from America 
or were grafted from the imported stock. 

One pear tree, growing wild in the grounds of the Temple 
of Heaven, in veking, had apmrently aleo blight; the tep ende of 
many branches died back and blackish lines running through some 
leaves ag if bacterial decomposing wae setting in. A few of these 
branches ueidoqted amd herewith send. On some of the leaf tope a 
fungus had made some destruction and from such a beginning often 
a whole leaf turned black. ‘hia mrticular pear tree was the common 
wild Chinese pear and was 6 rather old specimen (30 to 50 years old) 
{(Pyrus betulaefolia). 





Apparently caused by action of some very dimimtive animal 
parasite, preventing the young leaves and branches from growing ont. 
I was too iste to see any animal like crestwes, most of the trees 
shedding their leaves already, but these dwarfed branches kept their 
leaves on, notwithstanding they had turned dark brown and a tree 
with the naked healthy bramches but interspaced with these bunches 
of dead brown leaves gave the impression of a witch-broom. 

In some localities the trees were badly attacked and had 


produced little fwuit, old trees especially were heavily attacked, 
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It aleo seemed as if the one variety was far more resistant than 


the other to its ravages. 





fhis is quite a different disease as the preceding one. 
Instead of turning brown at the close of the season, the branches 
keep on growing and form leaves that are mach lighter green than the 
normal ones and much smaller and appear in tufts} they also appear 
in out of the way places, like on the old trunk or «at the base of 
the stem end make a tree look rather curious. A tres heavily ate 
tatked bears no fruit whatever, but mostly one part of a tree is 
attached, while another part seems to be in good health. This dis- 
ease occurs algo on the wild Jujube but as yet 1 saw only two cases 
of it, notwithst 





ending the millions of bushes of wild ones I saw, 


PUL. 


Shanghai, China, 
March 16, 'O6, 


Dear Mr, Dorsett: 
. Herewith 1 send you 6 parcels, 
Ho. 517 ~ A seedless persimuon (medium size). 
® §18 - A wild * (on which the above is grafted). 
® 619 - A emall fruited red cherry. 


" 140 - A red mmlberry, 520 ~- A white mulberry used both fof silike 


worm foods, Try to graft if/2 of each lot, 
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Wo. 41 = A creeping Buonymas. 
a 





® 143 - im evergreen Slecgnus, 

” 144 = A small hard plum, 

" 145 - Liquidembar chinense. 

# 146 = Probably a Sarsaparille, 

# 147 « A shrub. 

# 148, —A Daphne. 

fry to slip these all except 144, In an awful lmrry, the 
mail leaves within a few mimites. Later on detailed descriptions, 
Sincerely yours, 


PRANK N, MEYER 


Shanghai, 
March 12, 1906. 

Dear Mr. Fairchilds 

A few days have passed agein since I returned from the 
mountains southwest of here, My trip wasn't as successful as 1 wish 
it had been. The season, m. 1. is a little unfavorable just now. 
Ve have had an excessive rainfall for a few weeks and when I was 
out in the country many roads were two feet below the surface 
of the water and in the higher altitudes there was so much snow 
thet one couldn't so there, I was in the country around Hanchan 
most of the time and even in these low lands the snow was still lay- 
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ing on shady places, ‘the loquats and oranges had suffered severely 
from the extraordinary heavy stowfall and many trees were completely 
ruined, Yor instance, large branches had been broken off and some 
of the bamboo groves were also ina sorry state of affelre as many 
of the fine big stems were broken down by the snow, As these large 
stelke are worth from one to two Mexrioan dollars apiece, you my 
imagine whet a lows the Chinese suffered, for one Mexican dollar 
here ie for a Chinamancretty nearly as much se five dollars in gold 
ig to us. 

I obtained some scions of what appears to be a different 
yariety of large, seedless persimmon. Algo some gseione of the wild 
one woon Which they graft the large one. Thies wild one has 2 gray 
white stem with hardly any bark, so it looks rather curious to see 
the sharp line between seton and stock, JI took soma good photog 
of it which I will send up shortly. 

| Another thing which existe here and that ig e white loquat. 
But if ie exeeedinely rare, They told me there are two worthless 
varieties of it and one a very good ove. And the Chinese are not 
willing to part with the trees. ‘The miselonary himself, who is 
li, Alexander Kermedy, Tank-hsi, near Hanchan, meade me accuainted 
firet with the fact and who has been living seven years here did 
not get the right variety, thouch they promised him to de se and 
the Commissioner of Custome at lanehen (if. Yon tana) has been try- 
ing in vain for a couple of years to get a plant of it. Sow these 
fruits ripen here in ebout early June, they tell Me, 80O the only 
time to get the right kind is to find out the trees, buy some scions 


and graft them, oneself, I teld Mr. Kennedy to buy me at least lo 
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plants grown in pots of the true white one, That is, if he can 
get them; price is no objection, as long as it is mot too mich. So 
even if I am mot here myself I am in hopes we will be able to get 
SOMe. 

IT aleo obteined a few lemons from the American Acting 
Consul in Hanchan, Mr. ¥, D, clowd, and ae the lemons spoiled I 
send you the seeds, packed ina few different mys. 

In the garden of Bishop G. % Moule in Henchan I saw the 
grees growing and nckadiiniatinationn the heavy snows they get here in 
winter tim (some deys ago there fell 11 inches) and alee the severe 
frosts, still these treea do not mind 1% much, so maybe they will 
be hardier than anything we have. But now I call them lemons, but 
in my heart I do not think they are such. I really think they are 
are a small~-froited pomelo, for the largeness of size, the shape of 
the seeds, the heavy coarse —— ami the very wiuswl scent of the 
rind-oll, and last bet not least, they come true to seed-<these o11 
point to a pomelo. So thet seems to prove it is either a species 
or a constent variety. As the trees grow tall and have many spines 
they comply with all ruler of simply being the wild pomelo. 

there are some cherry and plum orchards in theese mrte of 
China, but the Wwropeans consider the frafts ae very infertor to 
anything we have. Still I send a few seions up to Chico, erhaps 
they may be used in breeding work, 

In wild plants there are some exceedingly beautiful ever- 
green shade trees in these moutitains., I ew iarge specimens of 


camphor trees and a large mumber of live oaks, some with beeutiful 
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dark green foliage, also a large leaved evergreen chestmt. ‘his 
is a remarkable ornamental tree and I am exceedingly sorry that I 
could not obtain any fraits or young trees. I wrote Bishop Mowle 
to try to get me some next fall and the Conmal too, promised me 
to collect some if he wae still in Hanchan, a thing which was not 
likely to be, though. Phere are aleo some large deciduous trees 
growing in the mountains, for instance, large Liquidembars, maples, 
leguminous trees. I collected seeds from different things which I 
hope to. send you shortly. 

There are quite a few climbing plants in the woods. ‘he 
Ficus repens is seen on many places. So are different species of 
Ivy (Helia) Wistaria sinensis, smilax, evergreen honeysuckke, and 
a few I don't cae ae yet. 

In the lowlands the people cultivate as winter crops a 
mastard-like plant for its seeds, out of which a very god ofl is 
mide, 2nd, broad beans to be eaten fresh or dried, and Grd, wheat, 
but this is a very small item with them because réce ia the staple 
food. They grow all these three crops on ridges and lay the seeds 
at regular distances by hand. ‘this is done in late fall time and 
the crops are harvested just before they stert planting rice--in 
May and Jone. 

On the higher laying lands, that is, those e few feet above 
the water line, there they have thelr mulberry orchards which they 
were just pruning while I was there. ‘They out them book on 5 or 6 
ayes of the wod. ‘They have two varieties here. One with a Light 
yellow bark and one with a brown colored bark. ‘The light colored 


onedis best and they graft them upon seedling stock. [I sent cuttings 
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(or scilone) from both of them to Chico. I also took a few pictures 
of some of these mulberry plantations. They look very queer on 
account of being cut back year after year, for the Chinese cut them 
back to obtain vigorous shoote with large leaves on them. As a 
result of this pollarding, though, ome finds very few good orchards 
in which the trees are older than sight or at the utmost ten years, 
for when a little too old, they haven't the viger any more to pro- 
duce a paying crop. 

Well, I have alot of your mail now and will answer it. 
PFiret I will take your letter of February 1, 1906. 

Yes, I got the letter of Jamusry 5 which wae sent to Peking 
back to here but as I had received the copy of it and answered it, 
too, I won't touch this one any more. 

I am very plemesed to find that my work is appreciated by 
you all, and that your last letters are of a far less brief character. 
Yee, 1% may be somewhat childish of me, mt we all have our faults, 
and as you say yourself, that you enjoyed enc uraging lettors while 
you were in the field, you being a Nestor in this business, then a 
novice my surely feel the same, isn't this set 

Yes, that one phote of the mountaing near Shean Hel Kwan is 
really the best of al) my scenic pictures. As you have seen alresdy 
by this time, not all of the photos are howling successes and yet, 

I did the best I cou&€d, tot apparently something was wrong sometines. | 

I sce you wrote that a new stock of stationery ia on the 
way to me, That is good. I hope to set it bynext mail. I received 
é sample of huli«less barley and as the tag bore the postmrk of 
February 2, 1906, I am afraid that the first sample lies peacefully 
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somewhere in a Chinese post office, I certainly wouldn't have 
nepueniaes 4t as Barley. I% looke rather like a strange kind of 
rye. You said in a former letter you had the pleasure of obtaining 
it for the U. 5. Well, had you seen it ever before or did geome 
good friend draw your attention to Lt? 

fo show you I am not the only one who had never seen i¢ 
before, I may mention that I showed it to Dr. Barchet who paid me a 
visit last night and he wouldn't believe it. %:t when I told him 
that I had seen plenty of hairless dogs in Mexico and had even been 
invited to a dinner where such a dog (in etewed form, of course) was 
the main dish, then he almost gasped and we both acknowledged that 
when a hairless dog exists huli-les barley isn't any more mimoulous. 

About the tea seeds, I found out thet they ripen in late 
fall down here and while I was in the country now, I l®oked unier- 
neath many a tea bush only to find thet the seeds were all spoiled 
already, they being too old and om old neglected plantations one 
found quite a lot of young seedlings which looked as if they had 
germinated last fall, 

And, about the shipping, too. You are quite right. It 
would be silly to send thom by way of Suez ag they skim the coast 
of the hottest countries of the carth. No, when the Trans-Siberian 
railroad is again in good wrking order, then {t+ will be only four- 
teen days from Peking to Poris and from there about eight days to 
the Exstern U. 3. Then, 6@ course, thet route ie better for quick 
ahipnonte, but ag yet it seems thet the direct} line from Shanghai 
to Yancouver or Seattle is the best. I mrked nearly all of ay 
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parcels that way but of course, the Chitese do not always pay 
regard - such things. They cammot comprehend why one would 
rather wait a week and ship by a Northern Route than to ship 
immedintely and go through milder latitudes. My last box of 
seed, though, I shipped by way of the P. Mail Boat, the Coptic, 
which passes through Homlulu, et the seeds are all dry and the 
climate in this time of the year is far from warm ae yet on nearly 
the whole voyage. Several trevellers assured m of this fact. 

Yes, the next time I am again in an occasion like the 
last time in Pekin, in other words, when I find out that I can't 
_ do mach useful work on account of climte, I'll do as you gay and 
wire, though wiring is enormously dear here. 

About the dry lend rice around Shan Hail Kwan and other 
no rthorn points, you ask me how it is grown. Well, when [ came 
in these regions it wae all harvested, but in looking at the stub- 
bles I could see that 14 wes near Shan Hai Kwan sown in drills. 
Phat ie, I eaw a bunch of stwbble at regular distances of sbout 
3/4 feet from one another; but in Chang-l1 1% wes grawm in long row 
like wheat. 

“Zhe rice I we told of by Mr. Williams and Mr. McCormick 
as growing in Mancheria was 2 dry lami rice. I'll wkite Mr. 
Williams, though, and hear more about it. Perhaps he knows an 
address where it ie oDteinable, thought that will be a hard job, 
for out here in China one has to do the collecting on the spot. 
Otherwise the Chinese send any old thing. “ven they cheat old 
residents who thoroughly understand the languege and the custom 
of them. Take old Or. Farnham now, for instame, a man who hag 
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been hore over forty years and yet, when he bought two years ago 
some peach trees which were aold to him as larce fruited maches 
and he paid accordingly, well, when they were planted, not a peach 
appeared on them, although they had flowered beautifully. Well, 
they had simply sosked him for a pair of flowering peaches instead 
of the fruiting ones. SG you see how little one can trust their 
statements. 

I see your note about the ingect pests which were found 
mpon some cuttings. Yes, whewever I mw things I scraped them off 
or threw them away, but I do hope that you give them down there 
always a thorough fumigstion for you see, some of these eggs are 
in crevices in the bark where ome could never see them. If I wae 
having a permanent place here to live, I wuld fumigate them myself 
vat white going around a11 the time I couldn’t carry these dangerous 
requisites with me.. I wrote Mr. Dorsett, too, a long time age to 
fumigate all the things I send him. Besides that, I alwye moigten 
the sphagmam in which the things are packed with a weak solution of 
a disinfectant, like creosotin or Lysol, so as to prevent fumeus 
from growing upon the cuttings and { think it won't make life too 
comfortable for animal parasites, too. 

Well, thie time I'll finish. With the best regards to 
all, I remin . 

Yours reapestcully, 
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Shenghai, China, 
March 13, '06. 


Dear Mr. Dorsett? 

Both your letters received 1. i. one dated Jan, 15, and the 
other one of Jan. 25th, 

On the last one your clerk had omitted te wet a stamp so I 
had to poy 2) ct. mex., a good thing it woen't a heavy letter, other~ 
Wise they would have soaked me for much more. 

I sent you the other day 6 varcels, containing various cuttings 
and secions. I am afraid the season eets a little too far advanced, al- 
ready, to send any more things that way. At least the plum trees here 
are in full bloom just now and peaches may be geen occasionally too in 
the same garb of spring. 

I pat «a few little notes on that postal,which I hone you re- 
ceived, | i wasn't able to write any more, for having come back the 
evening previously, it took all my time to pack and ship things. I woul 
have liked to put them all in tin cases, but the Chimeman didn't de- 
liver the things to me, notwithstanding I sent my servant 3 times to 
him, Amen is here often entirely at the mercy of such people and one 
may kick or even swear, but it is of no avail. 

fhe more valuable things in these parcels are: Ho. 517, 518, 
$19, 520, & 140, The other things I haven't been able to see ined of 
so if they grow, all right, if mot, there is little lost. I am here 


in the wrong season just now and have met as yet few people who could 
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give me any solid information of the real useful plants of this region. 
So I have either to come beck here in late summer or early fall, or 
have to leave things as they are. The climate is rather mild here, 

so most of the plants and trees of this region will be useful only for 
a limited area of the United States, 

Yes, now I*11 answer your letters. 1 see the boxes hadn't 
arrived as yet. Well, Mr. Fairchild just wrote me a letter, they 
got notice from Seattle that they had arrived, so 1 suppose you got 
things by this time, 

I haven't heard as yet from Mr. Pieters in regard to ship- 
ments. May it be that it isn't favorably rec'v'd in other quarters? 
If so, they will jump on me, for I send the last things all te you. 
Well, never mind, all things are of a passing nature. 

You speak about the Yang-taw, well may it be that that small 
package of seeds is the one which I numbered 194a. I got on the track 
of Aleurites cordata but they are growing way up the Yangtse river near 
Ichang. I have been told that they love poor, stony soil and that the 
inane are rather short-lived. The climate around Ichang is something 
like the So. Atlantic States. A mild winter with occasional reins and 
a hot sumuer with an excessive rainfall. So may be the tree will 
do well on the bad lands of the South, 

I didn't come as yet across any Juncus effusus seed, but I 
am on the track of a locality where the Chinese assured me it grows 
and I bought a piece of matting, said to come from there. If possible, 
I'll go within a few days to that locality, 

Juglens ¢ 


vision as yet. They probably grow farther north, 
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I met only once in So. Mongolica, but there were only a few poor 
trees and the muts had been collected already by those everlasting 
industrious Chinese. Still I send some seeds to Washington of whot 
I take to be a cross between J, regia var. sinensis x J. manclmrice. 

I am just back for these last 3 days from a 10 days trip into the 
interior, There is one think 1 would have liked to have obtained seeds 
from and that is of a large leaved evergreen chestnut. A beautiful tres 


it is. Well, + suppose when I come in Sept. or Oct, I may be able to 


= 


_ get some muts; now there wasn't a single good one to be had, 


Well, now a few personal talks and then I'1l finish agein, 

It does do me good that you take your loss se bravely, Mr. 
Dorsett. It wouldn't be good for you if you let your head go wrong, for 
you really heve your children left, who will always be a precious memory 
of their mother, How helpfal to you that your mother is able yet te 
assist you again; few of us are in such a condition. Of many of us, our 
mothers are toc far away even to speak by by way of wire, | 

_ My thanks also for your best wishes of my success. i try to do 

it as well as I can and ~ the rest will take care of itself. I versonal- 
ly think that the money I spend during this exploration trip is not waste 
khovgh someone might perhaps have obtained more good out of it, but this 
country is so difficult thet one is glad even if one get only a little some- 
thing. I enclose in this letter the notes concerning the parcels and alse 
give you these 3 fotos, which you may enjoy perhans. | 

With best regards to your friends and aneoutates and with sincere 
wishes for your further happiness, I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 


FRANK N, MEYER, 
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Shanghai, China. 
March 15, 1906. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

A few more days messed and things have taken a different 
turn again. I received the telegram which was worded “Prank Meyer, 
go Manchuria April. Get grains. Wilson.” 

I suppose, however, that other things tec are included 
and that you are not im a hurry for these grains because the sew 
crop ien't ripe as yet and the old seeds have been sown perhaps 
laet fall or will be sown very soon, Still, I will do the beat 
I can. 

Among the letters I received from you I saw that you were 
very anxious to obtain some Opium peppy and some hemp seeds, Well, 
unfortunately I haven't come across either one of them and yester 
day I went with my glide to every shop in Shanghai where they mi ght 
have things like these, but I didn't obtain a single things. 4 fow 
promised me to get them for me within some days, tut--a Chineman's 
promise is something so subtle that I won't gladden my heart with it. 

Still, I got some seeds of a hemp, but it is not a Cannabis. 
I do not kmow what it is. Aceording to the shape of the seeds and 
the structure of the fibre, 1+ looks like a TMiliaceows plant. I 
send you these seeds under No. 210a (16435) and sample of the fibre 
under No. 208a and 209a. I wonder what it may be. Also I obtdned 
gome other samples of what they call hemp but neither one of them 
looks like the true Cannabie. I send them under No. 205a, 206a, 


and 207a. 
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Well, I°1] finet answer your letters. Pirst, I take the 

one of January 31, 1906. I am sorry to se that the cuttings keep 
on arriving in poor shape. You say the poplar and willow cuttings 
had rootlets one inch and mre in length. Well, they mact have 
been kept warm and while some other cubtinge arrived dry, these mst hay’ 
been mech mister. I wish I could have a look at the things while 
they are being unpacked. It would teach me more what to de and 
what not to do than ten letters would tell mo, 

Did you get the boxes and are you satisfied with the con- 
tente? Of course, I don't expest it to be an ideal collection, but 
I omy say that there are mighty few things which escapel me and many 
are the things which I collected and which were never seen even by 
very old residents. Ani then, China is not exactly a paradise for 
a large variety of things. On the contrary, ome is amazed to see 
how few things they really have. 

You say that it will be very Important to work up some 
now industry like matting, bamboo, tea, paper plant, etc., Right 
you are, sir, but~«give me time, please. For a thing like this 
meang a stay of many months in one place, Nay, it may even mean oe 
few years. Iam mow on the track ofa district where fine mate are 
being mate. At least, the samples I saw were pretty nice. I won't 
mention the name as yet because it my not be that particular plece, 
but if I have the least possibility before coing to Manchuria I'11 
go to it. It seane to be a couple of days from here, mt one cannot 
trust to that on account of the Chinese either not knowing themselves 


whether these mattings really come from there or that they told me 
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the wrong place. 

About the variety names, yes, I will try as mich as 
posebble to obtain them, though what has one name in one district 
has a totally other mame in another district or two things have 
the same nate and are utterly different but when I mention the 
exact place, it will perhaps be possible to send a perfect Chinese 
echolar to such a place and find out what the thing really is. 

Your letter of February 3 hae an item about Peanuts. 

Well, they grow quite some peanuts around Peking, but they are not 
#0 very large. Still, I will sem4 you some samples of then when If 
ata in Peking and I thing I will surely sce them in Manchuria for the 
Chinese cultivate them even near Shen Hai Kwan and im the Ming Tombs 
Vall ay. 

~ also see that in the box with stationery some vouchers 
are put in. I suppose I'll get these things in a few days and then 
I will fix the whole thing. From that corner (the financial one) I 
expect many a storm yet to come. Well, let them come, At last, 

I will get weathered and ther they won’t digturb my sleep any more. 

In your letter you ask me at What time I would be able to 
get into Manchuria. Well, for so far I have been talkin, with 
different kinds of people who had been there. ‘They told me nearly 
all that Central and Yorthern Mamhurie have a late spring, but in 
the Southern part the vegetation starts growing in the latter part 
of April. So when I leave Shanghai early in April, go to Peking to 
get papers and passport fixed, then I will arrive there about at the 
right time, I requested in my letter to the Japamese authorities 
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to be allowed to explore the region around the Yalu River and near the 
mouthh of that river is Antung. So I may start there and work slowly 
ap, f hate been informed there are big robber bande there and I 
talked with fellowes whe showed me the sears of wounds they hed re« 
celved while in combat with these chaps, so I have some interesting 
trips ahead of me 

Yes, you have seen the thing in the right way, that there 
is a great amount of exploration ahead of us in the region southwest 
of Shanghai, There are tremendous districts there where mo people 
have been as yet. It is nearly oll mountains and some are pretty 
high, too. TI have been informed that there is an enormous amount of 
geome there and that tigers and wild cate are quite common. J didn't 
gee any of theese lest ones while am und Senchan, but I Emow that 
some sportemen killed a nice deer a few yards from where we wm ssed 
that aame morning, In Ormamental plants, we will find there espec- 
tally some fine evergreens, wut of course, they will be only fit for 
the mild wintered regions. still, on the highest mountains there 
my be aleo new hardy deciducus trees. I saw a few Larix while there 
end Bishop Moule told me that up to a few years ago Iarix was nover 
know: to be in existence as far South as this latitude. 

I received the cards but the envelope was Badly broken, 
so l am afreld some wre lost in transport. A pity if it is go. 


to you know you oan send lettere to Shanghai via the American post 





office at domestic rates? As you have seen by my last maile, I am 
doing thie already from here, So if { ever come again here, it 
might save the Demrtment some. Sometimes the pepple have aeked 
me why the Demrtment doesn't gend its mail through the Consular 
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146, 
and Minister’s mail pouches which would do away with stamps. Well, 
I doen't know, Of late, I wa allowed to send my mail unstamed 
through the American Legation poushes, but here in Shanghai the 
post master says that ambody who isn't direstiy connected with the 
| Consular or with the diplomatic sanvins hae te pay for hie mail. 

Now, I gome to your last letter--the one of Pebruary 7, 
1906. 

About the naked oats, well, I didn't see them as yet. 
From what part of China do they come? Surely not from around here. 
Indeed, I didn't see any sate a ah where I have been. In lanchurie 
however, I suppose they have them, too. I have been told, at least, 
that they have all cereals there and also some fine hemp. 

About root crow I haven't found ont wud: as yet. I will 
have to go farther south and stay there a little while to find ont. 
Around here there do not seem to be very many root crops. ‘The 
water chestnut is growm and here end there a pateh of tare, mt 
the better things all grow farther south. 

I see your note about rushes. Well, [ think I had better 

go to that place mentioned to me and see things. I haven't seen a 
Japanese ag yet who could give me some information and these Japs 
here are so distrastful afiithe whites that one has te handle these 
things very mrefully.— You gay rushes being grown as annusls. 
Well, I never heard of that. I can hardly believe it, for a round- 
stemmed rush never makes much of long stalks the first yer, Still, 
I will see what I ean find out about it. 

I do not thing I will emnd any more cuttings or scions 


from thie time on. I+ is getting too warm for them and unless I 
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eould make special arrangements to keep them in cold storage they 
will spoil. 

Now we come at last to one point yet about which I have 
a few things yet to mention. ‘The shipment of rooted plante. As 
you are aware up till mow 7 heven't shipped am of euch things as 
yet and I wn't do it sny more, because the season gets too far 
afivanced. If I had been recalled this spring as T had expected, 

I wuld have brought several things with me, but ee this is not the 
Gage now, I will dn 4% the next time. ‘hy, I haven't shipped such 
Plants fis for ie reasons. First, I heve seen shipments of plants 
here in China which came from Ameriea, “ngland and even from clo se 
by Japan and yet in nearly every case the plants were in a very 
poor condition and a very great many were beyond help. So 2 de not 
want to ruin my reptation (for so far IT heve any) and ship things 
for which I only could recelve soriticiems and for which I would pay 
mich money in freight and otherwise only to see them arrive dead. 
9 that is the main reason. The setond reason is that 7 haven't 
found meny things really which were worth doing great expenses for 
and go it wouldn’t have payed me to bring things personally down 

to Shanghai and epee thet they were placed aboard of & proper steamer 
and in a proper place, 

But now there ere a few things which are worth doing Gone 
trouble for and these are the hardy bamboo around TMentsin and Peking. 
Some varieties of Juniperus sinmemmis, some varieties of oranges and 
Lomons and Olea fragrans and 2 few more plants grown in gardene up 
north and then around here we get the white loquat, 2 gmll wriety 


of square bamboo, some vory large bamboos, some Larix trees and a 





a ae 
ts & 





ree ati pains 
ovad I Asti darode toe detog’ ont oF tend ee ontb wwe roeiie 
setae Betcot To Smee Rie eat weriaom ot tot 90 Ade yh, 

ca egaldd dave Ye gre beqgiite #aeveil T wom ITM wound ah oa 
te oof etog mesase art sexeood stot vs *P ep # kon T baa Foy ; ne ¢ 
,oetoogue hed T es arirae @ kelt befiover seed hed I w beonsthe | ‘ 











odt tenet ehad ‘ee: tit jou dite emia Leaiede engete’s ; 
i‘ 

dove boqatte #nevait 2 eae Ventte ted out th ob ELtw rT ive s 
| eteeie Ye ettemetty dese ovat 1 yiewlt * enoeast’ eh 8 et etnal j 
Selo Mort aeve te baw fant -,00 fuom) eagtangi 6 port ey te 
j 

‘ 

‘ 

: 








Pom -oh ft er" tied Breyed erew qeewn taots, woreulaiaas sil ; 
eyntdt qide Sma (ysis ered T eee oa ¢et} Het Sataro “pe th “ ef Sita 
wer b ivow PF dettw ver Sin amet tee Oviedo Diode’ ‘Ulae otis 
helen ovivte meit ‘eee oF Tito eebttedte tna Higtérs at ‘yori e . | 
 emevedt T tat at nocane fneood ont * soeiont mam ett et ‘tate ae 
wo? toemeqxe taerg gatab ddvew wie do tde YLteee ogmtatt ream hewit 
HOB YLLneire cee: eget fied oF ot Seyaq avait ene a ot ae 
wusete Teqoxy #36 benods besd fy ot  obe bree metab: 























cstoa uated dxev om dotde esti 
atte Bae ate trots ears ood i Py iin 
bite segns<o 20! wetter ence ya msec 
qs scebtag a! mvory etante vt + ‘han enevar? 
wolty fave @ ‘waiver wna oun oy Bw oro fat 





147. 
strange kind of a Daphne and farther south we have the giant tangerine 
the loose~skimed and loese-segmented pomelo end the root crops. 
All these things are well worth doing trouble for amd now I come with 
my proposal. If I am alive and well after having explored Vanchuria, 
let me bring my collections with me to America ond let me leave this 
sountry &% such o period as to aesure the best tims to take shipments 
with me. That time is between the first of December and the firet of 
April, tat the best time will be between Jamaary lst and March ist 
and I should gay that the month of February is really the best, but 
& mean can't always count upom an exact time. I do not know if you 
agree with me in this, bet I have had a kind of s vision in which I 
would be in the early part of the year in cold regions, in suemer I 
would be ina nice climate and find many valuable things, in fall I 
would be in strange, deneely wooded, lonesome bub besutiful countries 
and in winter I would feel quite some cold and take at the middle of 
December a rest. %o what this means we don't know aa yet. I had 
this vision New Yoars Day and it was realistic that I almest acaept 
it forgranted. 

Well, I will see what next mil tells me, T am busy now 
with my motes and will send you some in e few days. ‘ALeo some seeds, 
samples of fibre, photos, etc. 

I will write prebably amther letter, too, @th them I 
failed to mention asyet how pleasantly I was treated by the American 
Acting Consul at Hamhan, Mr. ©. 9. Cloud. I stayed at his house for 
about four days and had it very nice there. He lives outside the sity 


close to the mountaing, so that made it very easy for me to have the 
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comforts of home, near the field of work. I would like to have 
gone stmwhat farther im the interior, but the Consul didn’t advise 
me te do sg. There is quite a prenounced anti-forcign feeling here 
in South China and our tals ran often on this topic. hen the 


Consul and I passed through the streets of Hanchan sitting in Sedan 


@hairs, some of the Chinese sneered at us and said in a satiric 


way: "Mea iowa {Americans}, ‘The Consul, also got an anonymous letter, 
just the evening I left, th»t the Chinese would murder all us 
foreigners at some date. Pleasant news, Isn't it? Well, let them 
do it if they like ity they will be sorry, though, for we whites 
will die hard! | 

Well, I'l] stop for this time. 

With best regard to you all, I remain 

7 Yours respectfully, 
FRANK MN. MOYER. 


Woode Hole, Massachusetts. Septi 26, 1908, 

These strange premontions have reslly come true, now that I think 
about them! 

In the early part of the year I suffered much cold up around 
Peking and in the train and even while around chal. 

In the swamer I was in South Manchuria and North Korea in 
001 ¢limes and found much in the line of shrubbery and woody plants. 
In the fall I passed through the lonesome, densely forested regions 
ef Northern Korea and in the winter I travelled through Siveorla and 
Northern Manchhria. In the month of December I was sick in Harbin 
smd had to rest there for about three weeks before being in good 


shape again. 
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Shanghai, China, 
March 17, 'O6, 


Dear Mr. Dorsett: 

foday I brought to the P. 0. 2 parcels addressed to you. 

In one of them there are some pods of what appears to be a new kind 
of a honey-locust tree (Gleditsia sp.) and in the other one there is 
a miscellaneous collection, 

There is one little tin case in that box mumbered 2l4a, that 
has some what they call here lemon seeds in it; but I do not think they 
are lemons. They are probably the wild pomelo. In the region where I 
got then, they get sometimes severe frosts and also lots of snow. Some 
weeks ago they got 11 inches at one fall, so it may be that these trees 
are pretty hardy. Now, in what I am most interested in is which of the 
seeds came over the best, 1.4., those that were eubeddei in a low meltigg 
point paraffine wax or those in charcoal, especially in punto 
qualities I would like to hear something about them, If you can't get 
these seeds out easy, please heat the tube a little, so that it loosens 
from the edge, then it will slide out by itself. 

My descriptions of different things are rether poor, but I am 
in the wrong season. Most things are leafless, so 7 can't see what they 
are 

2 nights ago I received a telegram from Washington, D. ©., 
telling me to proceed to Manchuria in April, so 1 won't come home as yet 
this time. Well, Manchuria seems to be an interesting country, A 
little dangerous, no doubt, on account of big robber bands and desert- 


ers from the armies, but 1 seem to roll through all kinds of things, 
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so this trip won't hurt me neither, 

How are my last batches of cuttings arriving? Somewhat 
better? I hardly think I'll send any more things from now on, for 
the season gets too far advanced. I+ is even warm here and the 
poorer classes of Chinese go already barefooted and have only 2 
pieces of clothes on. 

We are Uiving here in China in a state of unrest, mbody seams 
to know from where the storm may be expected, but that the forsign 
nations are afraid of something proves that there are 15 men of war 
laying here in the harbor and I think the Chinese will think twice 
before they attack us. 

Still such a state of affairs is not exactly pleasant and 
I hope that matters will be more peaceful these next coming years. 

Well I'11 stop again for this time. Receive, with your 
family and associates, my best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 


FRANK H. MEYER. 


Enclosed are the notes belonging to the seeds sent. 
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149, 
Shanghai, China, 
March 18, 1906. 
Dear Mr. thirchild: 

. Herewith I am sending you five parcels in the Conglar 
pouch. ‘they contain different seeds and samples of fibre. Tf 
entlose also the notes belonging to these things. If am sorry 
I can't give better descript ions of som things but I sm in the 
wrong season now for so @ar leaves are concerned, a0 I cannot 
write any more of most things. 

There are a few things about which I would like to hear 
a little information. I sent you a smell tin tube conmbaining lemon 
seeds marked No. Zl4a (16439). Well, I imbedded 1/2 of these seeds 
in parafine wax and the other im charcoal. Please tell me which 
of the two germinates best, If you haven't got the time to mention 
these things, please let Mr. Oliver do it, for I am very interested 
in that matter. If it is possible te ship perishable seeds in 
parafine wax of low temperature melting point, thon we may ship 
mango seeds and other very quickly perishing seeds the same way. 

Of the Gymmocladus chinensis (Nos. 2028 and 203a) I wish 
you would keep one or two pods in the collection of seeds of the 
Department and send also a couple of them to Mr. Dorsett. They may 
do well, perhaps in California. Could you, perhaps, ask Dr. Coville 
what kind of a family Wo. 2llea belongs to? 

I send you also this time some of the photes which I took 
of late. If you have a few nice photos of mountainous scenery or 


of things which my be of use to me, please send m some. 
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Of the oi] seed, No. 2l6a, I will send more later on, 
vhen the new crop is ripe. I told Mr. Kennedy in Tane~-hesi to mve 
A a whole lot. Then you my try it on these wouthern ricelands. 

sD. Barchet paid me a visit yesterday and browht a few 

orgngesa with wim which are extremly interesting. They look like 
an orange but on scubiee them one finds they are tangerines with 
tonic bitter qualities. they come from \ian-chan, a few hundred 
miles south from here. Or, Barchet says that is the only place tha 
grow, Well, aceoniing to my opinion, they are a cross between the 
vitter orange and the tangerine and they are a very sood hybrid. 
Tt is well worth getting them. ‘They are of rather krge size, dark 
orange colordd, loose-skinned, loose-segmonted and could be eaten 
at the breakfast table as a tonic fruit. 

Dr. Barchet herewith sende his best regards to you and 
he hopes to write you before long. He was also kind enough to intro-~ 
duce m to Hr, ani Mra. Archibald Little, the author of Yangtse fame. 
It seems that there are interesting fruits in existance on these 
western borders of Se-schuan, where he spent most of this time. A% 
least, I was told that some very fine pers imnons and jujubes come 
from theres 

I had a talk with Mr. D. “adGregor the other day. He 
received a letter from you, he teld me, about the Pistache seeds, 
Well, he told me that he sent $10.00 up last fall to some missionmri es 
up the Yangtee where the trees were reported to be in existence 
ani the miesionaries wrote that they had used the money in hiring 
men trying to find the trees but that all the seeds had zone al ready. 
Well, I suppose Mr. McGregor will srite you himself soon about this 


matter. 
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We had it also about the way Mr. Wilson was equipped 
vefore starting out on his travels. Hy, that is different from 
what I went throuch. He first studied in the Kew Herbarium for a 
year dmost, locking over the Chinese plants there, then went to 
Prof, Sargent and shyed with him there four months for the same 
purpose, then went to see Dr. Henry and stayed with him over a 
year and wis algo in the Hong Zong Botanical Garden for many weeks 
looking over the plants there and then after 21l Bhese primary | 
preparations he ehawtad the real exploring work. I! also hear that 
they made it a practice to collect as little of rooted materiel as 
possible but on the contrary, wherever they could obtain seeds they 
did it and the Veitch p*ople sre very gratified with the results, 

I wish I coald meet Mr. Vilson and some other explorers some of these 
days. They could give me many a pointer, He didn't take photos, 
though, so in this I em somewhat ahead of him. 

I am sending you with this mail, also all my duplicate 
Carbon Gards. Some numbers are mot in it because I sent some of them 
one to Mr. Dorsett and some to the Arnold Arboretum, too, but unless 
the mail failed to reach you, you have received one gach, too. if, 
of course, keep also always one of each copy. Vell, when you need 
duplicate copies of soma, wrhaps you my hare some oxtra man help 
ing you in typewriting them and if some are really lost, plese give 
me the mimbers and I will send you a copy of mine. 

fhe American mils cone in tomorrow ani | suppose that the 
strawberry plants will be in that mil. tr. Farmham has been after 


me already a fow times, but they hadn't arrived as yet go I couldn't 
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give him, He received your letter mentioning that they were sent 


in my care. 
I won't close this envelope as yet for the mail may tell 
me something on which I have to answer. 
Well, with best of regards to all, I remain, 
Yours respectfully, 


FRANK HN. MEYER, 


Shanghai, China, 
March 20, '06, 


Dear Mr. Dorsetts 

Enclosed a few seeds of what seems to be a hybrid between 
a Scala and a bitter orange. Try to grow them and report me 
especially in what state they arrived. When I'll be given an op- 
portunity, I'11 get the trees, but they crow quite a distance south 
from here. 

With best of regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


FRANK N. MEYER 
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Shanghai, China, 
March 21, 1906, 


Dear Mr, Fairchilds | 

Today the mail steamer leaves at about noon so I will 
drop you a line or two announcing that I am going for a counle of 
days up the Yangtse River to find out where those matting rushes 
are grown, It is close to Nang-king. 

< talked with Dr. Barchet about it. Me says they have 


very fine rushes growing near Ningpo, where they cultivate then 


{fm large fields. When talking about the way of propagsting then, 


Dr. Barchat sald that they divide the old plants in spring time 
and plant them on the fields by hand. They don't use seeds. 
Well, 7 hope to find out and send you some plants, 

I received a book on Chinese medicinal products, a« 
custom-house publication. You wonld oblige me very much if you 
could send the donor a few of our bulletins on fruit growing. His 
name is Mr. EH. Nebber, Health Departm., Municipal Coneul, Shenghai, 

- Well, I close with this. 


Yours respectfully, 


FRANK BN. MEYER, 
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153. 
Shanghai, China, 
Werch 30, 1906. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

After a very trying and tiresom trip of nine days in 
the country in search of the mtting rushes I came back at last 
to Shanghai, 

We had rainy, chilly weather most of the time and accom 


with the lants, of course. 





modation and foods were bad, so I am not feeling as well as I should. 
Still, I hope to send the shunts by tomorrow's mail. 

IT have lots of mail from you but I don't feel yot like 
answering it. I°ll need to rest a few days. Then [’1l be all 
right again. 

fhe questions Mr. J. H. Tull put in bis letter I will 
answer here. 

Jancus effusus. Are you sure it is Juncus effusus? 

This plant grows wild in Western Murope and in Holland. 
| I have eften seen than but they are much heavier of stem than these 
matting rushes are. If this is a Juncus effusus, it surely is a 
very different type from the wild one of Western Imrope. 

Soil. fhe character of the soil around Soochow, China, where 
they grow them in large fields is medium heavy clay. Mo sand or 
gravel in it. 

Hote: ‘The wild ome in Western Surope, thouch, always 
grows on low lying sandy land and wherever they occur it ies an 
indication to the farmers that the lend is sour. 


Water supply. ‘They always have 2 to 3 inches standing wter on 





ee ee 


7. eS ee 





OGL 
aks ,tadenede adits pee oie sg 
-808L ,08 doret | Bite ik cope 
ae ae : bitdortalt oh tee 
gt wah ie to ae mgeoutt bug yalyxt ytev e tetts 


teal ¢a doad emse T eedewt guitivas add te do1s68 at ervasoo out 





; ; ms 
CG aoe 6g ee 
as } arr ot 
“meooe bas outs ext re feo odtinow 5 whtso cutter bad ou 
eel eae tg To) wee mm BP % ‘eS 74D 


bisrode I se Lier 29 ‘yitiost gon ma It ce bad oxew aboot bua mobtabon 


owihtl i n Bhi s 


item a*worsomet x etna tn oat have of ‘owed 1 t tite : 


le «thee r Ee 
exit ey feet Ping r ee HOR wont hsm 20 etol oad I : 
3 ie hay oe Pah fT 


tis pi att aot sou vo? a s tees ot boon LAT at guttewens 


‘fers geese enc kt - Viey 
abana _ 
% % se. 
iliw f wot oid nt to Lit a * vot eneh seep ost 
Fixe Bier fatows® «1 
sored lysine 


ee: i ; ¥. ie a oe pet wl Ps Beaty 
“sement%e caren a! 7 oue mig ou sesre at aumsrit9 ssonee 


beveS LOH ak Ana eqorse aweeer ai ‘bite every tase eho 


nya ai 


eee dt aad nese 0 we Iveod ous ete Sweat tad ws 908 notte evad I 
* Loe S a IL 

& st ewe +t amass oom. a ut oid a ota daar whites, 

# onebd ad8 i: BS BZ crest 

| seqorutl apatnee %0 one Site outs nent eaxt suo70 22 tb Ytor 


yi 


ad of at ez MLR 
‘cous ,sal ld wedeoth howoxn ic ont ‘i lich ef? + ftok | 
. at St 
ac baes of .yalo yvaed auidem ef Ang eens fa a gee very Youdt . 
: mn Y i 
cas shes Eileen oot mk fevazs 
eyewia ,dmawodt oqo etetee® al omo Biiw od? recon ye i ‘i d 


as ak tt “090 Nout “xevetedy bus doef yonee gabyl wel mo eworry 
“vue at baal ed fast etoortat eff of aobtookiat 
0 whee gutbnate se domk . ot 8 ovad eyewle you? eee 





154, 
the fields? xcept in harvest time. Then they drain the fields 
for a few days, but as soon as the mown stems have dried and are 
removed they put the water on again. | 
Seeds. No seeds to be had for love nor money. They never let 


them come into seed. 





Planting. In the month of October they divide the old clumps and 
plant them in the fields in rows. The rows are one foot apart and 


the plants in the rowe 8 inches from one another. 





Manuring. Around Soochow, China, they apply a liberal supply of 





beancake to the land which ia paowed under before planting. “hen 
the plants show signs of being established, they fertilize with 
liquid night soll until the eold weather sets in. they then stop 
with it until the warm spring weather starts (early April). Then 
they start fertilizing agein which they continue until the stems 


are about full grown. 





Harvesting, In the hottest time of the year, for instance, the 





end of July, when the steme are full grown and the flowers haven't 
appeared as yet, then the Chinese cut them with a sickle, They 

let them dry on the fields which have been drained now of the stanl- 
ing water and after 2 to 4 days they are cured and are made into 
sheaves each about 8 inches in diameter at the bese and they are 
stored ina dry, cool, airy shed. ‘The Chinese assured me that 
while the etems are drying they mestn't have a drop of rain upon 
them, otherwise they spoil and lose their nice color. 

Curing, i didn't see anything special about this around Soochow. 


I may say this, though, when they weave the stems into mtting, 
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156, 
then they soak the sheaves for a nivzht in the water and shake the 
water thoroughly out agein before using, 
Making of the matting. Around Soochow the women are employed in 
this industry which is done at the homes ef the people. ‘Thay have 
a Strong, heavy frame, composed of 2 square vertical poles and 2 
rount horizontal ones, Around these two horicontal poles they have 
strung strings of a very strong, greenish fibre, probably a corchous 
(I obtained seeds from it). These strings are at regular distances 
and by having a narrow board with 2 rows of holes at regular distances 
through which these strings run, they sre able to obtain distance 
enough to insert a wooden needle with a cut at the end in which a 
rush stem ie inserted, They always put the top of the rush stem in t 
the middle of the matting and have then the butt end at the edge of 
_tourse. they wet the fibre string with water go as to make the stome 
glide easy, After several stems (5 or 6) have been inserted, they 
bring the dividing ward down with some force 86 as to mike the stems 
gome close together and after they have woven 2 or 3 inches then they 
bring the board down vith a heavy force and give several hard blows, 
after which the stems are close enough together so as to be left 
alone, They have aifferent widths of frames of course for different 
sizes of matting. 
Well, this is about all I could find out about the matting 
rushes here in this part of the country. Around Ningpo I have been 


told some taller varieties exist yet. I have no time anymore now, 


| 
} 


to find out; maybe later on. 
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Tt may be that I will be criticized for spending so mach 
time in hunting up these rushes, but I thought that the pagple at 
Washington were unusually interested in this matter for otherwise 
I would have received a eablegram and different letters sbout it 
and so Iwent. If the people here had told me the truth I could 


have been back in three days but os usunl they only believed that 





the plants came from a certain place and thie proved mot to be the 
case. 
Well, this time I will close. 1 will rest a night and 
maybe feel better tomorrow. 
With best regards to sll, I am 
Youre respectfully, 
PRANK N, MEYER. 


Shanghel, Chine, 
March 31, 1906, 
Dear Mr, Fairehild; 

Herewith I am sending you three boxes with plants, one 
box with seeds and one bag with seeds and one cloth-wrappel bag 
containing one Juncus. I think they will go in the Consular pouch. 

I have no time to write notes in regard to them so I 
will on a spparate page, some information about them 

The mail leaves in an hour so I must close. Godd-bye. 

| Yours respeetfully, 
FRANK N. MOYER. 
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521. ‘The Matting Rosh. From near Soochow, where I collested them. 
They mat be grown in mddy soil with2~3 inches of standing water 
above the surface of it. 





523. The Rush. From which pith, wicks, or Chinese oll lamps are 
made. Must aleo be grown in standing water. 

625, The "Kaba." A new vegetable, esaid te be very delicious. 
Mast aleo be grow in muddy soil with 3«4 inehee of water on the 


top and must never get 4 





24la, A smple of matting, ac made from the rushes sent. ‘These 
gmall pieces of matting are used by Chinese {and foreigners in the 
interior too) to put om the pillows in the sultry summer nights, 
R42a. A sample of cured rush stems, ready for weaving into mats. 


245e. A sample of wicks made from the pithe of the wicker rush. 


Raine Am edible bean called pane bG6 





246e. <Seede of a white winter turnip. 

B46a. Seeds of a fibre-ppoducing plent called pa mu. Probably 
Abutilon Avicennas. 

47a. Seeds of the only gemine hemp I have come across yet. 
Called here Gu ma. 

2A8n. Seeds of an of1 producing plant called Ha su tse. Probably 
a variety of Brassica campestris. 

249a. Seeds of « fibre-producing plant called ching ma tse. The 
fibre is ueed in weaving the rush mats. Probably s Corchorus. 
20a. A sanple of barley. 


BGla. A white pea, considered a fine food. Called pa we tao. 
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252a. A brown pea of which the young tops are eaten boiled as a 
vegetable. Is pane as a winter crop on high lands, Called we tso. 
253a. A sample of wheat from Tan yang. 
254a. Huli-less barley. Obtained at Tan yang near Chinkiang. South 
of the Yang-tse River, 

My servant mixed the outside bags so I am afraid a few 
got on the wrong boxes. Yell, it doesn't harm the inside labeling 
is o.k I have no time to tear the covers off and see if they are 
} right. Too mich hurry. | 

Please write me at your earliest convenience in what state 
things arrived. 


¥. i. He 


Shanghai, China, 
March 31, '06 
Dear Mr. Dorsett: 
Herewith 1 am sending you 3 small boxes by parcel post. 
They contain * few plants, which may arrive in good shape. I say they 
may, because I think it is getting too warm te ship things now. 

. I have no time anymore to write notes for these things, for 
the mail leaves in an hour and I came back yesterday from a very 
tiresome trip and do not feel on I ought to. 

On the next page I'11 write a few suggestions: 
522 = 4 plants. The matting rush, as it grows around Soochow, where 
I collected them. They grow in standing water, 2-3 inches of it. 
524 -1 plant. The rush from which lamo wicks are made, of which I 


enclose a sample. It also mst grow in the water, 








& 8s detted. mater — amet biti odd. ‘doatu to seq avotd 
oe lidedoas » Een a eee oe et 
gai ov hots aha at a0 ne70 hasicuiel 3 88 iwo 
ae Pua ase Sty ae if weit se rave wh rey a sal 
.3ecy wef oor? teede to sana a rea 
03 49 wants 9h orale 
ifvoS .genbiebl9 tase acay ast te Sontetdd eltad canna: + 
ee ee ae ke ee x Minos Gee oe Ee ees 2 Mia 4 Pe 
_ stevia os oa a si - — 
ANE tale ie 8 , of onde tue orm aa 
wat 8 fikger te can i oe ood ‘sbiede0, oct ext = a es a 
pele Me cdi Dalides RC tat A 
palfedat ootent pee creat savob tt tie waeied pants quote odd to a 
sae ee ees 9 ny. DRY Biwita WE RO Sa ngieg oe Sat 4 aa 
STs edt 2 ese hse To nreroo , ost ~— of ould om evad I oo et | 
rien a ia enue See gek i 
eriet dom oot tig it s 
ee a ee spRted te te ote 4 ‘adhe } 


ovate Seciw ‘st ‘eae teoa00 feottass 7 we fa ou od iew secelt ina. a 








prt 34 : baler Fe , < i a pk sGaee te: Bie ii Ef Sia r id 
<bevisen ¢ aye 
: ; . a i < 
i . Me ee oe r wT i, et + Mays A rT ry acacia oe re 
RTH wanted eRe She at ees ee ee tel Be ee etuw tock i 
: c ni. 


. % , " ee ’ x re a ue : ye Le % : 

eae Yate EP satay SS 7 Pd ee - oi ae Fore, é oper Eee ie ah eat q wee ri 
Oe Rete a eRe ae * peeks gee pin ee Sate ee Agate & eg ews a ay 24 
“ . i 4 ‘ 





cas giaky Be wiyaee & M23 
ao! ,f& dowel i poe Bi gee weet PICIDe GA am 
‘ Le 
HERES BRE NS @ + BS Sepxed “ MN teed “o 
o Pat \ 
| , i 4 3 ¥ : . ‘ ° L' a z @ a» z 
deog Tooune yo Baxdd slink cecounienicled HgiveweH nshe 
Y ENR eae ba 


yedt yse I .eqaife Soog af oviets ys dotite cinelg wet. 6 abetmon ogeet 


wen orntls qife of artew ond ntiaep ehdh deni 2 A eri ey! 
40% ,egntdd seed? tot eston otter od otomyta omtd ent evar. I: Berke of 
* geet eniemmeme esi diapeenin ab covact Chant att 


ee 





ge? .oet oF septa 24 semiaan wot st odiftew 85 ge Yee ot 20 ror 
arate veeitoooe Biase eeres eae loan pettties oP: #3 2: rer eyy 
oth ¢0 eadont Ba8 stesen gabhesse si wors edt a silt 
i dwiiw Yo label wis pea Pine ero 








158a, 


526 + The"Kaba", 1 plant. A new vegetable, said to be very delicious. 

Grows also in standing water, 3-4 inches of it. 

149 ~ Small red turnip, 3 pieces. 

150 - A very large yellow carrot (2 pieces). Please try to raise seeds 
from them if possible and I wish you would write me in whet stete they 

arrived, 

I got your letter of February 7 (Your clerk didn't put a 
stamp on agoin.) and 1 see that diff. things keep on arriving, some 
in good, some in bad shape. I got alse the alumimm labels sent to 
me by liv. Pairchild, My, I never thought they were that bad. I send 
you herewith only 2 more, so as to make the mumber complete, for now 
S have reached 150 which is easier for me to remember. Mven if these 
last 2 do not arrive well there is nothing lost, for the turnips are 
149 and the carrots 150. 

Well, this time I have to close. 1 have to write Mr. F. also 
yet. Hoping the plants arrive well and wishing you the best, I an, 

Yours sincerely, 
FRAHE N, MEYER, 
Shanghai, China, 
April 6, 1906 


| Dear Mr, Fairchild: 
Today I will try to answer ali your letters which 1 received by 
two mails, 
Yours of February 3 (copy sent to Peking) was received and 
as I answered the original, I needn't refer to it any more, except 
that insofar as you speak of a cablegram which you sent me in care 


of the American Minister, to proceed to Shanghai, well, I didnts 
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159. 
receive such a cablegram. If Minister Rockhill received it, he pro- 
bably thought it better not to forward it beaause I was on my way to 
Shanghai, | 

In your letter of February 14 you mention that the lot of grass 
packed with moiet aphagmum is coming along better than the one packed dry. 
That is valuable information from my point of view (i.e., a shipper's), 
I also saw the labels sent by lir. Dorsett to you. My, I never thought 
that this could be that bad. What. firm sold these labels to the Devart- 
ment. Suchea man ought to be prosecuted for imposing upon us such low 
class material, | 

From now on I won't use any of them, unless I might send 
dry material, but as I mark dry things always with an a, I hardly think 
Z'll have need for them any more, 

I also received the letter of February 16 sent te Nagasakd 
and the postal telegram forwarded to me by the Quartermaster of the 
U.S. Army at Seattle, Well, you kmow long ago already that I didn't 
go to Japan. The cablegram was happily worded in such a way that I anda? t 
have to go if I thought it was better to stay here. I suppose the rushes 
have already arrived at Washington and at Chico and so ] have a feeling 
that all that cabling and writing hasn't been entirely for nothing, 

I didn't find out perhaps all the details of curing matting 
reeds, but I hope to have a little more opportunity to visit some more 
regions where rushes grow. 

In regard to my travels in Manchuria, yes, you received the 
letter of the last of January in which I said that the Japanese 
government grahkted me permission but that I had to present myself 


to the Commander in Chief of the Javanese Army in Manchuria, who 


would give me the necessery permits, Minister Rockhill was of the 
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opinion that I wanted to @ right away but ag I hadn't received 
any such instructions from the Department of Agriculture I couldn't 
do it, so they thought that when I knew I had better come to the 
Legation again and then we would settle things and I just wrote 
two daye ago to Minister Reckhill, informing his of my being 
ordered to proceed to Manchuria and asking him to be so kind and 


- gee that I receive the necessary papers. I also asked for a 


Russian permit because I have a feeling T am going to have dealings 
with them up in Manchuria. 

If I am not allowed to have a free hand wp there, fll 
inform you at the earliest date. But, although the Japs act very 
fanny these last times with tradespeople up in Vanchuria, I hardly 
think they will have objections te scientific exploretion work. 

I gee with interest your remarks about the different 
vrecuets of Jaman. Yes, when I have an opportunity, I will do my 
best to obtain different things, but believe me, Mr. Pairchild, 
China is a far better country yet for America in so far as suitable 
plants are concerned, than Japan. Most of the plants which are of 
any use in Japan are simply introduced frog China and I sometimes 
get angry when I see that the botanist have callei nearly every 
plant as coming from Japan while their real home is China. [ven 
in banmboos for which Japan is famous, do you know that China has 
things just as good? Did you see my photo No. 1172 Isn't that 
fine banboo, ties and though the Chinese are not as ingenious as the 
Japs are, still they make a wonderful lot of things out of them. 


Two things for which we especially could use them is to make step~ 
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161. 
ladders and for irrigating purposes instead of these dear rubber 
hoses. 

Your photographs of the Japanese maps were received 
yesterday. They are valuable. Don't you feel almost a pang at 
your heart in parting with such fine things? Now, you mst not 
leok strange at thie remark for I feel it is quite a job to part 
with a thing like this when a man himself wuld rmther explore 
the regions he has mapped out so well. | 

I reccived your ietter of February 24, too, in which were 
enclosed the authorisation to so to Japan and return and the note 
for Dr. True regarding the Camphor industry in Japan and Formosa. 

You say you had @® long talk with Professor Gore in regard 
to me. I wish I could have ehews in invisible form behind your 
Gheaire and had overheard your conversationi "He is a strange kind 
of a chap and of a roving dispostion." Isn't that the conclusion 
+o which you both came? 

Now I come eo the letter of February 21 in which you 
announce you received my communication in regard tomy desire to be 
Called back. Well, as matters stend mow, I think I had better go 
to Mamimria. I love the work so well that I would hate myeel? 
to give it up, but you see, peace of mind is a first requisite to 
do suecessful exploration work and with all these finamsial aiffi- 
culties and with the chances of losing so much, you surely will 
agree with me that a man would rather get out of such a position 


than to keep on incurring heavy expenses, 
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162, 

I am glad you think my work is of value. I do not know 
mach about what other explorers obtainel and efen if others got 
hold of more things than I did, they surely were not in such dif- 
ficult countries as this heavenly kingdom is. 

You received the photes, didm't you? Well, if you are 
going to publish sotte things, you may use any photo you think best. 
Bren if we publish later on « final report about exploration work 
in China, it won't hurt to use a good photo whic: has been used 
before. The public never gete tired of a good thing. 

I see you are bullding a model eold~house. Yhere is it 
going to be? By the way, how is the new building progressing? When 
: some back things will look different again. 

About the position for a gerdener on the Panama Canal. 
Are there any financial problems down there, too? (This I only 
joke, of course). Well, [do not know a man just now whom I could 
recommend, Yr, Pullgraft ie mot exactly a strong man and would he 

‘like it himeelf. You sec, Pamuma has = very bed name and when 
there ian’t mich pay in it either, I em afraid you will have a hard 
jod to find a good man. In my opinion the best wey is to put an 
advertisement in a gardening paper. ‘Then you will get applications 
from those chaps that love some adventure and select the one that 

| has had some previous experience in some tropical land, even if he 
drinks a little, because 4 newtomer doesn't know absolutely what 
to do in swh entirely different conditions and may get siek, too, 
in Less than no time, | 

I see you are at the beautification of your country home 


and would like to hear of new plants which may be of use to you. 
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163. 

Well, are you having some brook or some creek ruming throwgh your 
property? If so, do plant some Jepanese flage (Iris Kaempheri). 
There are dreams of beauty atong thom. You can cet almost all 
shades of color from pure white to almost black. 

among plants I sent, the beautiful large leaved oak, 
Nos. 248 and 25a, will be very nice to plant, ‘They change into a 
most gorgeous scarlet in fall time. The maple, No. 2%7a, is a fine 
tree, too, having mances of eslor in sutumn of the most delicate 
Aeseriptions. Then, do you love weeping trees? The weeping Pagoda 
tree (Sophora japonica var. pondule) is a delightful little tree. 
he Chinese and Japanese both regard it with a religious respect. 
Plant also a few clurms of the Chinese tree peony {Paeconis Poutean) 
ami have some big Chinese or Japanese pomcelain vessels in which 
you can plant some lotus roots. A white~barked pine would be nice 
too, bat still you would be old and gray and ready to @ to sleep 
forever, before you could see ite glistening white bark. In emall 
shrubs, Poraythin suspensa, flowering in early spring with golden 
belle, ie nice, and the Chinese redbud (Cercis sinensis) is pleasing, 
too. Have aleo s few clums of Magnolias. They are so noble in 
early spring. A shrub to plant near an old will or near a waters 
edge is the Tuonimes Bungeanus. ‘This shrub is covered in fall with 
white capsul as out of which searlet berries hang. Have Boston ivy 
Planted against the walls of your house. Have a Celastrus paniculatus 
run against your chimney or im an old tree. ave against your porch 
the beautiful Japanese Virgin's Bower (Clematis paniculata grandi-+ 


flora.) Have some white barked birches along a roadside. ‘they are 
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164, 
the most elegant of all morthern trees, If you san get a spelmen 
of the Davidia involucrata, sent to Mnglami by Wilson, do try it. 
Mr. MeGregor told me it has proven hardy in Scotland. I hardly 
think my yellow rose will be fit for your work. It isn't a trail» 
ing rose, you see, although it makes shoots ten feet long sometimes. 
For lattice work I would take some ramblers and slso Wistarias, or 
even trum d-vine (Tecom redicans), although this last one rather 
likes a wall to climb ageinst. In Clematis you my find some species 
well fit for covering lattice work. ‘the aforesaid Clematis panieuw 
late var. grandiflora is very fine for it. ‘this one pafumes the 
whole neighborhood when in bloom (September). Well, I think you 
have & More competent man there in Washington than I se [ had better 
close with all my advice. 
| T eontt touch the movey problems now. I am busy on 

straightening my accounts oul and will thank Heaven when I am through. 

I use this time paper that was badly dameged by the typhoon 
here, You said im a former letter I could use it to you and so, 
paper being rather hard to obtain here, that is, the right kind, I 
had better use if up. Imclosed are the notes concerning the plante 
I sent last week, I also sent cuttings of Buddleye asiatica, I 
think thie plant is unknown as yet to us. Mr. Oliver will try hie 
best at them if they are new to us. 

With best regards to ali, 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK MN. MUYER. 
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164a. 


Shanghai China, 
April 4, '06, 
Dear Mr. Dorsett: 
Enclosed are the few notes which belong to the plants I 
send you last Saturday and which Thope arrived already and in good 
state. 
I also send part of them to Washington in special consular 
pouch, I wonder which of the two lots will arrive best. 
How is No, 70 getting along? Mr. Pairchild wrote me 
that the ones sent with sphagnum between them are doing well in Wash- 
ington and that Mr. Oliver succeeded in maling a lot of them grow. 
Now, which locality will prove to be the best for them, I think your 
place because you haven't the warm, mugsy sumer which they have down 
Zast, but let we see. = 
You wrote that the box with seeds hadn't arrived yet, Febr. 
7. That 's funny; from Yash,, tho, 1 got tidings that the things 
have arrived there. Perhaps they send the box intended for you down 
‘there too. But then they must have changed the address, for I addressed . 
it to your place. | | 
Mr. F. and Mr. Pieters wrote me that they hope I reconsider 
my intentions of going back to America, They are extremely well 
satisfied with my work and want me to keep it up. Well, I think I better 
satay then in this country but it must be made somewhat easier for me in 
financial matters, for I can't afford to loose my hapiness for a lot 
of red tape business, 0, no, I can't afford that, 
me have been offered some good pisitions in this country, but I 


rather stay with the country I have adopted; but if money matters didn't 
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go straight, well, then * preb. would accent a poet tiin here, 
I see from your letter that you are in a rush of work. Well 
I would like to see the garden again. How is your well now, still 
eaving in? And that Actinidia in the lathhouse, did it bear fruit last 
year? 
Well, with best wishes and regerds, i am, 
Yours sincerely, 
PRANK M, MEYER, 
In a few daye 1'11 be on the road to far away Manchuria, 
} Shanghed, China, 
Aoril 6, 1906, 
Dear Mr, Fairchilds. 


It wasn't possible to do all things in one envelope and so in- 


stead of enclosing the notes in the big one I have to make a second letter. 


Have you anybody in the Department who would be able to say fron 
what material these Japanese envelopes are made? They are much toucher 
than ours and they are admirably good to mut seeds in tecause they do not 
tear or do not crack open when a little too full. They geen to clue ‘them, 
too, with a different material than we use. | 

Yesterday I received the strawberry plente for Dr, Farnham. 

They had been put into the Legation pouch instead of in the Consular 
ene and were wont up to Peking. They were quite moist, mat I am afraid 
the hearts had rotted a little teo much. Well, Dr. Farnham will do his 


best to get them to grow, 


: ‘Enclosed are also three photos, I had bad weather most of the 
time, much rain and very dull, chilly weather, so a few photos I took 
turned out to be failures, 
| There is another question yet which t wish you would take wp. 
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165a. 
I begin to find out that some of the material I collect might prove to be 
of great value to the U. 3. but now the U, 5, has such poor postal remu- 
lations with other countries concerning parcels that notwithstanding the 
great value of some plants 4 may find I won't be able to send by parcel 
when they are a Little heavier than four pounds. Now I wish the Secre- 
tary of Agriculture would take the matter up with the Postmaster General 


and give me a special written permit that on account of the value of 


- the things I collect I will be allowed to send things through the mail 


heavier than four pounds but not to exceed the international limit, i,¢.- 
eleve n pounds, If ve could get such a thing through it might prove to be 
@ wedge with which we could split the opposition against an international 
parcel tariff, 


And another thing, too. You have probably seen that these Last 


_ parcels I sent you containing seeds, rushes. etc. were fer heavier than 


four pounds. Well, that was because they were sent in the Consular powth 
and Consul~<reneral, Mr. Redgere, was $0 kind as to give me the last time 
even a special Consular pouch. When I expressed my thanks to him for this 
very special privilege, he exoressed doubts as to whether the State Depart- 
ment will approve of him doing so, Now, it would be an awful pity, if he 
would receive a rebuke for euch « thing, so 1 wish that you might obtain 
through the Secretary of Agriculture a special written permission from the 
Sekvatery of State that I am allowed, as its being of the utmost importance 
to the U, S, to use the Consular pouches in sending letters and material to 


the U. 5S. It will insure us greater safety end at the same time will be a 


Gonsiderable saving of money, 


The plants 1 sent to Mr. Dorsett the last time (some rushes) f 
had to put in very small parcels because otherwise they would have weiglal 
over four pounds. Is, there, then, not even so mech honesty in America 


that we can't fight the lobby who puts up for the express companies? 
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166, 
pounds. Now I wish the Secretary of Agriculture would take the 
matter up with the Postmaster General and give me a special written 
permit that on account of the value of the things I collect I will 
be allowed to send things through the mil heavier than four pounds 
bat not to exceed the internationsj] Limit, i.e., eleven pounis. If 
we could get such a thing through it might prove to be a wedge with 
which we could split the opposition against an internetional parcel 
tariff. 

And another thing, tos. You have probably seen that these 
last pargels I sent you containing seeds, rushes, etc. were far 
heavier than four pounds. Well, that was because they -ere sent 
in the Consaler pouch and Consul-general, M. Rodgers, was so kind 
ag to give me the last time even a special “onsular pouch. ‘hen 
I expressed my thanks to him for thie very spetial privilege, he 
expressed dubte as to whether the State Department will apwove 
of him @ing so. How, it would be am awful pity, if he would re- 
ceive a rebuke for such a thing, so I wish that you might obtain 
through the Secretary of Agriculture a special written permission 
from the Secretary of State that I am allowed, as ite veing of the 
utmost importance to the U. 5. to use the Consular pouches in sent~ 
ine letters ani material to the U. 5S. It will insure us greater 
safety and at the same time will be a considerable saving of money. 

The plante I sent to Mr. porsett thellast time (some 
rushes) I had to put in very small parcels because otherwise they 
would have weighed over four pounds. Is there, then, not even so 
much honesty in America that we can't fight the lobby who puts up 


for the express comps ni es? 
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167. 
You didn’t mention one word in your last letter about 


the contents of the boxes. Did things arrive in good shape or not? 
How was that quime fruit? And these parcels ! sent from Peking 
-in early Jamary, did they arrive? If so, how were the Pistache 
and horse chestnut sciom? 

I would suggest to you to give part of your correspondence 
over to Mr. Barret, I mean that part concerning arrival end condition 
of things for 2# you will understand, I am very interested in these 
matters as they will guide me in future shipments. 

I remain, 

Yours respsdtfully, 
PRAIK NH. MOYER. 


Shanghai, China, 
April 9, 1906, 

Dear Mr. Pairohild; 

Herewith I sm sending you the accounts of November, 1905, 
December, 1905, Jamary 1906, February 1906, and March 1906. They 
are each im a separate envelope. I hope they will be cons idered 
good, | 

The accounts for the period July 86 to October 31 inclue 
sive I haven’t been able as yet to straighten out not having gotten 
all the vouch ers nineiiails into silver. i hope to have the thing 
done, though, while up in Tientein and Pekiny if », I will probably 
send them down to you from Hew chang, Vancluria, where | will make 


a starting point for the exploring work in Manchuria. There is an 






7 7 aa ws 
nm = ht 
se ee 1a ae ae 


nobéiooes bee Lew bose juin eoacoo. fetes, a oe 20m, tected 
geod? al hetecustat ‘aes ms doastetebas Iiiw oe as x0? a eae. 30 
ee ae ee ee seescameride anus”, Bh, om. ph lag, eeumal es eros 


. \ 7 


iJ = 


ee 
e244. 


2 


- 


¥ 


fey cae coat, eedeDegeet, gare a La sree eeok mete te Pragd 

> et ft” ety e 

ide es EE TAR ote pee domeg onda att mh 
: ' ; a ww es 


~——F 


oe 


2 


: Peak cs: 


A 


Pe Ree ES OR 1 aE ; cp eee, od 4 ca 3 eel ety, 5th ee by, ad oe a 


i 2 : . F ‘ a eahow 4a ; fon rr > <a 7 
wsoamiinius dade (ae .t8¢ 28 Whe oe. eee WH Geenosges a 
‘ va 4 . ie i" ews 
. A x= 









© ee | a 





RRR hy we Fine 8 asa ® baesersy ee 
BRIBE, 9% EPR ory oe ok OSE geet gad ot tal x, oe 
UGRL ,todmevek to at ONS OAS SST. gihbeee ey as: S" ot mri. 
Wed BORA, deselt, baa. 92084, Weamrade «3081 Sen tt | 
of Aid Yond. 9qod T sage lems. oda 





se 









"Su Ok 
~ 
ee 


THe % et beers) bt bode BT Oe ae at "i aay eS roots 
ras : dabagae i dale ol 
; 2) 
eS) 





gon ole £8 tedoda0, a, PS Ret bobeg aut, sd ws a om £ Bsc wiohon. Pare 
uodtoy waived ton Hee ao tib.tante oF toy, anetiomnt,§ taewed T evie 

Maks odd, ones at oges L., or ble ond Sot . , | 
Videdond Like, 1, 9 a Wes ee ae at, | 

“galas, état oxede vest — oe 4, 
a al orocit sone at | 


; rors 




















168. 
Amoriean Consul there who may be able to assist me a good deal. 
I left my address here in Shanghai, ef/o American Consul-general, 
| Newchang. Of course, I do not stay there long, but I think I will 
make my headcuartere there just like I did lest year in Peking. 

Tn one of my recent letters I meade the mistake of putting 
Newchang on the mouth of the Yaly iver. <After the letter was posted 
I remembered my mistake but I @ovuldm’t alter i4 any more. It is 
Antung which IT meant. 

The name New chang ies written in so many different ways 
that I really don't know which one to take. In the Consuler list 
4% is written Niuchwang, tut out here one sees it moat times written 
as I did it. 

Tomorrow I will be on the ocean on my way to Mentsin and 
then to Peking, then back again to Shan Hai Kwan and from there to 
Wewchang. The railroad is apparently in working order, so unless 
the Japanese put specisl deateertiens in the way I will be there soon. 

Avout your susgestions in regard to <btaining signed 
statements wherever I exchange mney, etc. Yes, | will try to get 
them whenever possible. As not he ving many, thouch, in regard to 
these last cight months of exploring work, I am willing to have my 
money exchanged at the regular cuarterly rate. I don't care for these 
few conts I lose. 

Have some of these gentlemen who drew up all these regula- 
tions ever been out in a foreign country and especially in a country 
like China, where the mong matters are so terribly mixed up? If 
90, they probably would have made different regulations. Do you 


know that out here many people object to signing wuchers and other 
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| 169. 
things. If the amount is smll especially and they make even 
rather unpleasant remarks about it, I do understand more and more 
why some people would rather not travel for the Government! 
I see your note about not delaying the sending in of 
accounts, Yell, I°ll get lots of stormy letterson that account, 
I suppose, I see the ruling about this thing and they say that 
they should be sent within twonty days after the period to which 
they relate. How about when one is far away from any settloments 
where mail matter can be pveceived? or where it isn't sate to post 
one's mail? My travels around Peking enabled m to follow this 
rule, but when really out in the wildernesses of Manchuria and 
Siberia, I am afraid matters will be often very difficult. weil, 
we'll see and do the best we can. 
Today I bought a copy of Bret Schenider's history of 
Chinese plants. ‘There are two volumes and cost 914,00 Mexican. 
De you think I can get the money back? I also will buy me tomorrow 
morning a good revolver with 100 cartridges for according to quite 
a few people I met there is a goodly lot of outlaws in Menchuria 
after this last war, It would be pleasanter for me now if I was 
in a party with some more white men. Well, let it go, boys. 
T am sending you with esch account sheet two other ones 
properly signed. ‘This will relieve me of a whole lot of work if 
you can fill them out im Washington. I also put two extra on@@s 


fin, in case sotething should happen to some of the others. In case | 
a whole account would get lost in the mail or in some other way, 


how would we be able to get out of suche serape? I would like 


to hear your answer on this question, for forewarned is forcammed, 
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170, 
fen't it? 
I think the trip om the sea will give me some rest for 


these financial troubles do not contribute meh to one’s well- 


being. 
With best regards to ell, 
Yours respectfully, 
PRAEK BW, MYER. 
FeSe As you see on the account sheets, I haven't entbeed my 


salary. JI think I will do it, though, for the period from July 10 
until September ZO, inclusive, You see, I have to enter it in 
Mexican silver and Iam afraid my losses on it will be quite a 
good deal so I had better leave in on the letter of eredit until 
Jame 30. Then I can draw it in one lump eum. As it te not neo 
essary, I have been informed, to draw one’s salary erory month, 
this will not cive you eny trouble. 


Pr. Wei. 


Tientsin, China, 
April 23, 1906. 
Dear Mr, Pairehild: 

Last night I eame back from Peking where I stayed six 
daye on account of getting my papers and letters of introduction 
in the proper shape. Just now I have quite some trouble in getting 
@ guide and some trustworthy coolies to accompany me. My ol@ 
gatas told me just s few hours ago that he doesn't want to go on 


account of the many dangers up in Manchuria; so that leaves me in 
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177i. 
a rather unpleasant situation. ‘These Chinese are awfully easily 
scared? We are all shocked here about that terrible earthquake 
in San Francisco. Is the garden at Chico destroyed, too? Ie Mr. 
Burbank dead? hie card is painted by a Chinese artist. Do you 
recognise that fingered lomon? Well, I hope to be im Manchorta 
within some days; as soon as I can get some servants to accompany 
me. 
With best regards to all, 
Yours respectfully, 


FRANK N. MEYER. 


Tlentsin, China, 
April 25, 1906. 
Dear Mr. Puirchild: 

As you see ] am still in this part of china and as yet 
not in Fanchuria, although I have been trying to do my best to get 
there. Ag I wrote you on the poetal, I am detained now on acoount 
of not being able to get my old guide with me. I sippose the people 
had told him many bad things about the country fo he expressed 
fears for being Killed, etc., et¢., and also on account of £t being 
too longa journey, for [told him that T expect to return from 
Vanchuria about five to eight months from now. Well, that settled 
it with him. I sent him out to look for amther chap that could 

| take his place but he was umble te get one and now these last days 
I have been inquiring &1l over the town to get some fellows thet 


have the courage to go with me and stay outa long time. Yell T had 
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172, 
a talk with one Chinaman who seems to be the right kind and 
tomorrow I hope to settle with him. I paid him some money in 
advance so I think he will stick to his promise. If he doesn't 
meet any Chinese tonight who are going to scare hig, then things 
will be all right. If I heave them once on the go then it ig 
pretty hard for them to go back for travelling is too expensive 
® luxury for an ordinary Chinaman to indtlge in. 

In Peking I had to shay also ss mewhat longer than I 
expected. Still, I got a letter of introduction in Bnglish and 
Chinese from our Minister and one in Russian from the Russian 
Minister and the Japanese authorities say that the military com 
mander of the Japanese army in Manchuria will give me the proper 
permite, if I am going to present myself to him. Sorry to way, I 
am not able to obtain the regular passports because I am really 
not a regular citizen as yet, for I haven't got my second paper. 
If I had stayed in the States, I would have had my second paper 
October next, but now I do not Know when I will get it. Gowld you 
perhaps find out whether the time I served the Government out here 
will be counted as being in U. S. territory? I would be very pleased 
to hear any information about this thing. The Legation people told 
me that they were mot at liberty to go against the rubs in this 
case, i.e., in giving me passports where I am not entitled as yet. 

I am sending you herewith the vouchers for the poried 
Jaly 26 to August 31 and for the month of September. These for 
the month of October aren't ready as yet for I have to change one 


voucher yet in Shan Hai Kwan and obtain a few more yet if possib] 
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173. 
IT hope to send it from Newchwang though probably together with the 
accounts for this month. Whether I will be ble after that time to 
send accounts im regularly every month is very doubtful but I will 
try it. You muet know that the whole of Menphuria is in a very 
unsettled state and I will travel through parts where I may be away 
for weeks from any civilisation as we may call it such. 

If the people decide to let me stay here in the Orient 
after this fiscal year is enfed, then I will probably need another 
authorization | etter, isn't it? Well, I wish you would enter on 
that letter that I be allowed to purchase medicines, for these 
things are quite an item of expense here and I have really no per~ 
mission to buy them and yet I do need them, not only for myself 
but also for my men. 

There is another thing which I am afraid will cause some 
trouble. I left my cooking pans and pottery in Peking last winter 
in charge of a Chinaman with the understanding that I would get then 
back this spring. ‘hen I came back, well, now that man has cleared 
out and the things have disappeared, It is no use going to the 
police and be detained perhaps for many days in consequence, so I 
think I had better get me new things, but I am somewhat afraid that 
the fi gal people will have objections to make against getting new 
things. Well, we will try and see. 

tam aleo sending you some photos with this Letter. You 
may use them for publication if you think them good enough. f didn't 
get any mail from you ins long time, but as I left my address in 
Shanghai and in Peking as thet of c.0 American Consulate, Newchwang, 


I hope to find some when I am thore. Toe spring hes get in here 
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nicely; peaches blossoming, and cherries are about over and the 
trees are putting forth new leaves, but the weather is not ideal. 
Too dry entirely and too many dust storms which make one's eyes 
smart and the fine, brown dust penetrates through all window cracks 
and entere one's clothes and even soos into one’s trunks janet 
baggaye. I have a feeling 28 if there is a storm on the road 
coming from the fimancial quarters. Can it be? 
With beat wishes to all, I remain 
Yours respectfully, 
PRANK NH. M°YER. 


Hew-chwang, Menchurie, 
May 2, 1906. 
Dear Mr. Mairchild: 

AS you seo by this I am now in Memhurla. I arrived 
yeally im Manchuria the morning of April 29, for Manchuria starte 
a few miles northeast of Shan Hai Kwan, eo I have obeyed the letter 
of the telegram which left me happily the whole of April to reach 
this country, If you had put in an early date, I wouldn't heve 
been able to reach it, notwithstanding I tried hard, wut it seemed 
ae if obstacle after obstacle appeared in my way. First the delays 
in Niyihe to find the matting rushes, then a period of unwellness, 
then the delays in Peking in connection with the proper papers 
and then the problem of getting a guide and a good coolie whom I 


could trust end whe were not afraid. Well, I sueceeded after all 
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in being here on time. $0 I hope you will consider all the obstacles — 
before you pronounce a judgment. 

Thank you for your appreciative letter which I received 
yesterday. I am glad that you all consider my work eas «ll right. 

I know myself how many short comings there are but I find out more 
and more that this exploration work is just like any other work, 
in so far a8 one has to go through lots of experiences before one 
is becoming an expert. 

I see that there is a probability of my being recalled 
in July. Well, if so, it wold be a pity for the fall time will 
ve really my most valuable time out here. If the Government doesn't 
see fit any more to pay my expenses, couldn't we write to some 
millionaires or to some wealthy narserymen to defray the costs 
until.winter. It will be only a few thousand dollars and the 
products I find will surely be worth fer more. If you decided to 
Gall me back I think you had better wire only one word to the 
American Consul in Viadivostock, Siberia, for if nothing extra 
erdinary happens I will go overland along the Yalu and the Tumen 
Rivers to Vladivostock and from there overland aguin by carts to 
Harbin, then down to Kirin, Makden and New-chwang. This trip will 
last from five to eight months and there will be platy of strange 
experiences coming to me, I feel that; but I have a feeling, too, 
that I return alive again. 

If I am called beck in this time, by what way do I heve 
to come back? It is not necessary, of course, for me to come back, 
"a it? I will forfeit the free messge, of course, but if I settle 


the financial matters all right, then I don’t have to come boek. 
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If I come back, is there any work for me or not? ‘These questions 
show you about in what state of mind I em. I hope you see fit toe 
answer them. 

Yea, you are right about the scarcity and dearness of 
grains dow here. In vain { tried te obtein more dry land rice 
around Shan Hal “wan but the farmers told me that they hadn't 
enough themselves for sowing purposes. Ani IT had a talk with Mr. 
Hogaie, too, in Peking, and he had been able to obtain only a very 
Small quantity of that rice. He complimented the Americans and 
their Government upon being so practical and up-to-date in trying 
+o obtain all these valuable products. He was agreeably surprised 
when I told him that we skimmed his books and conmlar reports te 
find out what was good for us. He wasn't able to give me the exact 
locabities in Manchuria for dry land rice, but he said he never 
heard of it as far Horth as Moukden. It seems that this dry land 
rice is really « yatber rare product and used only for private 
congumption. I saw the farmers sow it near Shan Hai Mwan om April 
26, and they sow it the same as what or even somewhat thinner. 
The furrow@ are not plowed very deep, only four or five inches. 
They ate the usual distance apart and the soil is rather poors 
sandy and gravely loam. 

About the Pistacia sinensim seeds, well, I sent two lots 
of them, neither very large, though, and both went to Chico because 
your climate at Washington is in all probability a little too cold 
for them. Wow you see why I used to put on the foot of the notes, 
to Chico, or to washington, ¥. 0., wut as you wrote that this we 


confusing, I didn't do it avy more. Mr. Dorsett got quite a few 
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things which you didn't receive. I think you had better write him 
and let him give you a list of the things, that is if he is alive. 
We saw in the telegrams that in Santa Ross alone 200 people were 
killed, so I wouldn't be a bit surprised if Chico hadn't some vic~ 
time too. I hope sincerely, though, that nothing has occurred there. 

I am amazed that the Chinese are going to start an experi- 
ment station at Moukden. Ie it on paper only or are they really 
going to do something? Yos, when I come to Moukden I will look 
these two Chinese gentlemen up. If they have been brought up down 
South, they won't like it up here, though, for really these northern 
countries are deserts in comparison with South and Central China. 

I herewith gend ,ou the accounts for October, 1905 and 
for April, 1906. That [ctober account has cost me lota of trouble 
+o get in shape. Some of these people that had sigmed the vouchera 
in gold had moved away and the loceting of them was a tiresome job. 


Well, if ever another mam goes out, for Heaven's sake, lot the first 


thing be that is told him; “Put your accounts in in the general 


t 


currency of the country 





Now there are a few questions again sbout these vouchers. 

On the new blancs Mr. Sappone sent me there is written that the 
accounts aust be mailed within twenty days after the quarter to 
which they pertain, but you say in your letter to start the accounts 
as soon as posgible at the end of the month, ‘ho is right? Mr. 
Yappone writes me that he will be glad to mpply me with further 
informetion sbout these subjects. Yell, I am going to ask him what 
to do when out im the wilderness and mot being sable te mail an 


aocount softer the twenty days have expired. All these accounts, 
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178, 
vouchers, etc., etc., have all been made for civilised conditions 
but exploration work ie very often ont of such conditions. 

I signed the whole lot of blanks M. “mppone sent me. 

If I have to come back I hardly think they will use them then. 
& pity of the paper, work, etc. 

| I see that the Catalpa Bungeana Mo. 12 hasn't arrived. 
Well, that certainly is lost then, for I sent them to you. If 
all the acorns are dead, I will collect other ones if possible 
and pack them in with moist charcoal, also with the chestruts. 

About the Actinidia, I may say that I havan’t seen one 
of them yet. The only time I seme somewhat in contact with it 
wes when an pnevionn Baptist missionary, wr, Eveane in Yongtchew, 
gave me some jam made from these fruits and it was very palatable, 

‘Yom say that the Crataegus pinnatifida will interest 
Prof. Sargent and sll those that breed these rosaceous things. 
Well, of quurse, he can have a few seions of them but the plant 
ie really too good to be put in an arboretum or in an exper iment 
statione IT would rather see them distributed to nmurserymen and 
be put in the trade. ‘the tree itself is a nice park tree and 
the fruits mke nice preserves, tot only to mt with bread but 
good enough to have it in layers between cake. 

Mr. Oliver wrote me that the large persimmons have shoots 
six inches in length. oll, that is very plessing hews to me. So 
these valuable things are established now. 

About asparagus, T’11 look out. Brett Schneider says in 
his book that there are four species growing vround Peking. Well, 
I know one kind growing in the grounds of the temple of Heaven, ‘The 
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Chinese collect the young shoots in spring time and sell them as a 
vegetable, ‘they are, however, not very nice, for they are green 
and thin, Las fall I collected a smll quantity of seeds from them 
thinking they might come handy, but now my coolie cleaned my seed~ 
box out s few days ago and ell I can find now is the paperbag in 
which they have been and in which only one seed is left, which Tf 
send up herewith. 

Here in New chwang spring is just sterting. ‘the dwarf 
¢lms are in bloom, willows are pushing forth tiny leaves and the 7 
grasses are greening, There seems to be Little worth introducing 
from this part of Vanchuria. I em asking to go “estward and Forth 
West but as yet the necessary papers haven't been obtained to 
travel unmolested through the country. You must know that the 
whole country is still under Jamnese military control and things 
are not at all easy yet. Still, YI have hope to get through without 
the necessity of getting the Secretary of State in it. ‘The commander 
of this town ig sick. At least, they easy so, snd the military com 
mander of the whole Japanese army in Manchuria is eaid to be at the 
present in *okyo, so they claim they can't do much mow. I had talks 
with Consul-general tr. T. Samaone these days and he has asked the 
acting administrator of this city to wire the military suthorities 
in 1 ae which they said they did, but as yet no answer has 
Come. 

The Legation people in Peking expressed some doubts 
about people being allowed to go through Mamimrla. ‘they my 


everything ia as yet in the hands of the military commander and 


though they won't flatly refuse s man to go through, they will 
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put in such obstacles as the dangerousness of the country and that 
they can't protest a man there and ag such they can’t bring their 
government into an unpleasant position if a man came over some 
accident, etc., ote. Well, we will see how it goesi I will wait 
a few days longer ani then I take another course. 

You see, I use my old paper up. It is very light, this, 
and as I have to pay postage here, it makes the money last longer. 


Well, I finish mow. ‘ith best regards to you all, f 


retain 
‘Yours respectfully, 
PRAWE RN. MEYER. 
Pe Se I think you hed better address the mail matter to Peking 


agein. T always let them know where I am and very soon I will be 
out of touch with all post offices, 
Bocloved are aleo a few slips pertaining to these dear (¢?)} 


money matters. 


Hew~chwang, Manchuria, 
Way 9, 1906. 


a rl 


Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

Last night I came back froma four days’ trip in the 
country and I found your two letters March 26 and April 3)5 also 
the enclosed letter of Introduction to Mr. Cheshire. 

Well, Mr. Cheshire and I know one another already pretty 


well. We often saw each other in the Consulate in Shanghai and 
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lately also in Tiantsin. As you probably know already, Mr. Cheshire 
has been appointed xs general supervisor { or something similar) over 
all the consulates here in the Par last and as such he is not going 
to Mukden, He is also mot familiar with Manchuria, not having been 
there, except perhaps on a passing trip, for I had several talks 
with him about this country. 

I also totice @. Waite’a note in regaré to different 
disease. Well, if these samples of pear disense were not blight, 
what could they be then? [ff I have another spportwmity IT will 
examine that particular pear tree agdan. fam sorry I didn't obtain 
any Dranches of blighted trees in Chefoo, vell, I will be on the 
lookout for it now for it isn’t quite honorable that I should have 
made a mistake in this case. 

Ae I wrote already at the head of this Letter, I have been 
owt in the country for four days, about a hundred miles north of 
here, vhere {t wes reported to me that some fine fruits grew there. 
Well, it certainly is a fruit district, but is hearly all pear 
orchards and the varieties are only two or three and they are all 
hard-fleshed ones. <A few sriall apples and plums are grown, 00, 
and some apricots, but otherwise there isn't much. In the mountains, 
though, some interesting trees secur. Por instance, s linden or 
lime tree with largo leaves; a few large specimens of Juglans mand- 
shuri¢a vere seen. Then there were some three different varieties 
‘of Celtis, two species of maples and one leguminous tree which I do 
not know. ‘the mountain sides too were here and there covered with 


wild apricots and I obteined e smll quantity of last year's seed 
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from an old priest. ifm herbaceous plants one could see that we 
ere here alresdy in somewhat more northern latitudes, for one sees 
here the dey Lilies (Hemerocallis sp) grow snd anemones, Sslomon's 
seal (Convallaris multiflora), Clematis sp, Lilium sp., Delphinium 
sp., different kinds of vislets and some of the amaller wild flowers 
like dandelion, forget-me-nots, etc. 

fm the small shrubs there were some varieties of the we 
orange and two or three species of selveten, one of which was nicely 
in bloom. As everywhere here in China, though, the people cler 
the steepest mountain sides regularly and ome saw here and there 
old stumps of what might have been beautiful trees. Tt is sieeehie 
for us white men to see how little appreciation a Chinaman feels for 
the wild vegetation. I passed some yards where the bundles of twigs 
were stacked wp and one mw in these bundles the branches of trees 
which if they had been allowed to grow would have produced fine 
trees. 

Well, there is uo use bewalling the Chimaman's (disregard 
for the beauty of nature. ‘The thing is, that I will have to go up 
farther north where there are fewer Chinese. And for that reson, 
Tam negotiating these days with the Japanese authorities who have 
control of this city and of the whole of South Manchuria and now 
today I hear from the Consul that the people here are unable to give 
ne the proper permits, so I have to proceed to fort Arthur where tho 
headquarters are of the Japanese Army. I had several talks with the 
Japanese authorities down here about things, but they my, "Yes, 
some ports are ppened or being opened, but the country lying between 


ie Glosed, it being all under military control and I hear from dif- 
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ferent other parties that the civil authorities are willing to make 
opportunities for travelling more liberal but that the military 
authorities sre very much opposed to that and so the thing seems 
to remain sae it is. And now, when the newspapers publish glowing 
accounts of how Manclmria is going to be opened or really is alresdy 
opened, don't you believe o word of what they say. ‘those shat are 
in the country itself know better. 

Yanchuria just now is an unhappy country. Nobody knows 
really what they are going to do here. Jayan occupies the we ithern 
part of it, Russie the torthern portion and between these two parts 
there {s a belt through whééh nobody is allowed to pass, so that 
keeps the trade very much backs then the “estern strip of Manchuria 
is in name under control of the Chimese, but in reality it is in 
the hands of powerful bands of robbers wio Levy blackmail on every+ 
thing that passes through. In the city where I lodged with a mis- 
sionary, Kwangning is the neme of the town, there were four robbers 
brought in last Sunday and they : ove being given 100 blowa each with 
the sharp bemboos, M. Hunter, the missionary I stayed with, 
tola me that some time ago the city had been besieged by these 


robbers for three days and nobody cowld go in or out of the town 


and to complete the surprise I felt at hearing that he told me that 


he had now such & robber in his house and when I looked rather 

strange at him he said, ‘Yes, the servant that waits upon us at the 
table is one? but he added Khak he has been converted into a Christian 
now and has given up all relations with his former associates, Vell, 


I carried my loaded revolver upon me night and day and slept really 


“only with one eye, but nothing occurred except thot ome suspicious 
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looking individual came Glosely riding up to our cart when we left 
the aforesaid city, but he having seen that I was a white Man and 
was armed, drove off again in a different direction. But that I 
will have, perhaps, some fumny experiences with these chaps seeme 
to be certain. 

Another unpleasant thing is the dearness of thimee here. 
I have been having quite some trouble with my guide and the eoolte 
on account of the dearnese of food and of lodgings, ete. In many 
cases things are ren and three times ag high in price as in other 
partes of China, I sm negotiating now with the owner of « few carts 
to take me through the country bot that man wente so mach money that 
I can’t do that. Mr. unter told me that he had to pay as much as 
$12.00 per day for one Gart and tw miles and even now they wnt 
$6.00 per day and Heavens knows what they will do «hen owt in the 
country. it is known thet if they thought the wuntry too dangerous 
to proceed any farther simply to refuse to do « step more. A. friend 
of mine here lost thousands of dollare worth of perishable goods on 
thet account. Well, we will gee, thet is all. 

In your last letter you asked whether I knew how the 
Chinese preserve their dates (Wisyvhus vulgaris). Yell, of all that 


I have seen and asked about they just dry them on boards or im 


baskets in the sum in the opem air and when they have reached a 


gertain degree of dryness, they are packed in very large cane bas- 
kete. Some of the finest varieties are exposed to steam before 


being eaten and thet softens them nicely. ‘They stuff the common 


dates in some kind of a millet cake, which they have exposed for 





































“fier ee wi ano ps ie gathie aye te 
bia! nan oft @ Ham 1 veitt move obvi our Hid (ght B 
i tad? def wok toerti taote voi 18° ay’ ae 1 diet 
nuance Load Pe Aaa soouel sods yhtert “noe 5 7 sir | 
ESS sank is igh GY Rel aed ti alt ay ai mete mate , i 
oted eanlad’ te aebiraaes ode in peels thetiae Lone set on” ico : "a 
etlose od? fine ebley ya détw oldie’? etme ot Lrp i i 
Yet at {bbe \eneighof te fine beck to eeese ~~ ond $ ee 
“witte nt ee soles wt peat ee Remit eouth Bite owt 
edt29 wet 2 16 x0nee ‘ead on won agin ‘the t an ard 
todd ‘Conon dosnt oe ‘edie ens. Sait Find’ ‘ ican bie or erg ae 
BS ‘doses oe (aq é¢ bei ed dads ost bioe ‘et ot “ut” aa ob oehaeht : 
tna gold wos ate bats eo Lit owt be Pred cite 7 wi ‘ raigeed ob.sth 
Vode wi she welt ob Ehte odd badw esi cars ‘atiovieoll be aude 
‘towiad oot (ed roo oak Ptgite dt out cs) dott | . 
bare ha A “oom Geda é : os" ‘oad seston ‘ot ett te 
20 shoe oféadet oc Se ‘aPtow erat tes to 
an 


Tie 
f \ 


“40% ‘bevegas’ ovad va 


Roy lees 
wae a. Sa ware eng 8 S380 mies 


| 
} 





185. 
sale all over the country. There is a very fine variety said to 
come from Sessahuan which is really excellent, but thh ordinary 
varietics are really only 2nd and third class fruit. if that 
gentleman in Toxas has quite © quantity of these date trees, he 
might try to #611 his products to the Chinese colonies in New York, 
Boston, and perhaps San Francise¢o, too. 

Today I met two centhbmen from the Japanese Department of 
Agriculture. One of them is going to be em loyed in the newly to 
be established experiment @erden im Mikden. So it seems that that 
garden is really going to be mede. T hope to see things there 
before long. It is seid that Muxden will be opened to Foreign trade 
on the first of June, but--who knows? 

The elder gentl aman (I do not know their names as yet fully 
for I met them at the Con@ul's house and we were verbally intro~- 
duced to each other) told me that they had made arrancements to 
introduce a lot of trees from Hokaide into Manchuria, for he sald 
the climate corresponds much with this climete around here. I 
thins, however, it is much moister up in that northern island, bot 
still it my be. He admitted, thouch, that they didn’t have the 
alkeli there which is so plentiful here. I also hear that they grow 
some xind of a clover in winter on their rice lands, but coul dn’ t 
get details as yet for the Consul had some official busine ss to 
transact with them, but [ think you might get porhaps some seeds 
from the Japanese Separtment of Agriculture ond sce anyway what it is. 

| Well, I hope before Long to be able to inform you whether 


I sentif ean travel all through Manchuria or not. 
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With best regards and wishes to ail. I an, 
Yours respectfully, 
FRANK H. MEYER, 
Wewehwang, Manchuria, 
May 9, 'O6, 
Dear Mr. Dorsetts , 
Your big letter of Mareh 31 was rec'v'd by me lest night when 
t came wack from a 4 days trip out in the country, 1 de hope you 
are alive and unhurt while 4 am writing this. I do not mow how wide 
the cirele has been in which the earthquake has made itself felt and as 
news here is very meagre, } may never hear anything more about it. If 
you felt the disturbance, I am afraid your hothouses, ete, suffered 
quite some, isn't it? 

Tou see I am alive as yet, notwithstanding all the rumors of 
uprisings etc. ete, We are living here in a vavanee country and I think 
ftqi get quite some strange experiences these coming months, for 
now I will have to travel through an unlmown and wild country infested 
with big robberbands and with wild animals, like tigers, leopards, 
bears, wolves, etc. For these wild animals I haven't so very much con- 
gern, but I must say thet the robbers are far more to be feared, not 
exactly for the danger of being murdered, ne that is a matter of few 
moments, but the robbing part of it 1s unpleasant. For suppose one is 
in the wllderness and they take all one's supplies and money away, what 
is a man going to do then? It may mean starvation or something like it. 
Up to the present I haven't had any encounters with these chavs as yet, 
but I know that last winter 5 Greek merchants were murdered and ail 


their goods were taken away and everyother day one hears of people 
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being robbed of everything they possessed, Last Sunday while I was 

in the town of Kwang-ning, the soldiers had caught 4 of thaws robbers 
and they were given a public beating on the naked back with sharp bam- 
boo sticks, Of course these fellows don't care for that. It will take 
more stremous measures to clear them out. Well, we will take things 
as they come, I personally have a feeling as if everything will pass 
all right. 

I see with much pleasure thet eo many of the things I send are 
doing well with you. Of course we can't exoect everything to be in 
perfect shape after it has passed thro such a long period of transit. 
Why a certain mumber of cuttings rot and another number uot is very strmee. 
Z supoose individual resistance to these rotting batteriae has something 


to do with it. The same with the rooted plants. Why did the roots of th 





ngeane. and of the nianterpes tree ret and why did the roots 

of the small pine tree, No. 57 renein healthy? 

The list of things you send me isn't complete is it? If not, 
I would be pleased to receive a slip of paper with all the numbers on 
it of the things you received up till now. 1 suspect that a few par- 
eels have become lost in the mails, at least Mr. Pairchild reported me 
one already. They also send you things from Washington, doa't they? 
For I see some numbers which J didn't send you, 

Yes, I surely believe thet you are having diffidulties with 
the money halon too, but you are living in civilised conditions 
and only 5 days away from Washington but it takes my mailsonetimes 
8 weeks to reach them and they send me a few days ago a miling from 
the treasury that, when accounts are not send it within 20 days 


after the period to which they vertein, the Treasury will object 
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in advencing any more money after the present appropriation is 
expired, How I am going to do in a case when I am out in the wilder- 
ness for & couple of months, is a think | don't imow, Well, I have 
come to the eeceleaton now not to worry amy more about it. If it 
goes, all right, if 1t doesn't co - all right too, ThatI, however, 
will accept a further appointment under existing conditions, is 

very doubtful, Life is toc short to have all that silly red tape 
business. 

Yes, you are surprised, aren't you, that poor T. T. is so 
entirely left out. Yes, i really ought to gend him some, even if it 
was only a bad weed or so, but 1 rather leave that over to those that 
take some interest in him, I myself don't do that and I think he 
better work out his own salvation. I suopose tho the Dept. will send 
him perhaps some things for as long as he is there they have to take 
an interest in the place. Have you been in Santa Ana since or have 
you any idea whether he has already obtained any results out of his 
aiff, crossings? 1.1. a quinquat (quince x loquat) a pea-wall (peanut x 
walnut) or a tom-crab (tomato x crabapple) I expect some of them very 
goon these days. The best day, however, to put them on the market would 
be April let, A.D. 2,000. 

Well, these days 1 am necociating with the Japanese authorities 
in trying to obtain the proper papers to travel all thro Manchuria, for 
you must know that this country is as yet entirely in the grip of the 
military men, There are only a few ports open to foreign commerce and 
no white man is allowed to go in the interior beyond certain lines. 

A whole lot of bother, I assure you that. 1 think that Th have 


to proceed down to Port Arthur to see the Conmandine General hinself 
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and ¢yen then I am not so very sure in obtaining as liberal a per- 
mit as ? would like to get. Well, it is all to the good of Uncle 
Sam, 80 one can afford te go through some unpleasant affairs, 
I saw you made my Garex sp. only a $100,000,000. Well 
that is rather much, but still, 1 none you'll live to see its use- 
fulness in dry regi@ms and then really 1 million doll. won't seem to o 
mach of 8 value put on it. 
Wishing you and your associates the best of health and success, 
z I reniain, 
| Sincerely yours, 
FRAME MW. MEYER, 
P.S. Please weigh your letter the next time. Instead of a 5 ct. stam, 


there ought to have been a 10 ct. one on it. International rates! Goodbye. 


Port Arthur, Manchuria, 
May 14, 1906. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 
This time I am here trying to arrange to obtain the necessary 
permits. The remmants of the destruction wrought by the late war are 
still very much in evidence. 
| With best wishes to all, 
Yours respectfully, 
FRANK H. MBYER, 


In a Japanese town 6 miles away 
from Newchwang, Manchuria, 


May 23, 1906. 
Dear Mr. Fairchilds 


My intentions were to write you this letter from Muckien but om 
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ing to the wrong information imparted to me by a Japanese official inter 
preter, I have to wait here a whole day before I con proceed to that cliy. 
Well, * sené you two days ago a few small plants of semper-~ 
vivum sp. which I collected May 13, 1906, on the famous 203 Meter Hill 
near Port Arthur. I wish you would give thea to Mr. J, HN. Rose of the 
National Museum, he is very interested in succulents and may be able to 
identify then, They may even have a horticultural value too, or at least, 
they can be utilized in rockery work, 
I aleo delivered s box with seeds to the office of the 
China Forwarding and wxoress Company st Newehwang, this box to be sent 
to the Quartermaster of the U. 3. Army who will forward at to the De- 
partment of Agriculture at Vashington, D. G, 


There ie a nice quantity of dry rice seed in that box, so the 


‘gentleman in Orezon of whom you wrote me may be able to experiment now, 


There are also eight varieties of beans in, which I didn't collect befome, 
Wo. 26a, a large black soy bean, which is green inside, seems to be 
very rare. 1 hope you will keep samples of all these beans in glass 
bottles, just a few, 90 thet you may be able to compare them. I my- 
self would like to de so, too, but helas, I haven't the s pace to spare 
to on allsuch things around with me. 

When you write me again I wish you could inform me whether 
Prof. Sargent and Mr. Jackson iaieebate are alive yet. You must imow that 
I sent both of them some letters nh also shipped some parcels with 
cuttings to them but I never got an answer at all, 

Then * have been asked here whether the Berseem you introduced 
from Egypt has been a success in the U.S, “%gll, 1 wasn't able to answer 
that question, so i hope you might give me some information, 

I have also been asked about the the success of Nitro-cultures, 
Well, if there are some bulletins published about this question, 


BANS 
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oould you perhaps send me a couple or so? 

Bnolosed with this letter are the motes relating to the 
seeds and aleo the letter ifr, Thomas Sammons sent me in regerd to 
the dry land rice. Perbaps you think them worth keeping. ; 

T have motified the Legation at Peking and the consulates 
at Shanghai and Newchwang to keep my meil until I sot an address 
again, for, from now on it will be an exceedingly hard thing for 
mail to reach me. The mail routes in this part of the world were 
never known for great safety or for facilities; but mow since the 
war, they surely haven't improved. Robberies are the order of the 
day and, of late, train passengera have been plundered out a great 
desl. A very strange land this 

I left my big trunk with my more valuable clothes and 
letters et the consulate in Newchwang for it would not pay me to 
lose everything in one stroke and aa des that, the trunk is 
entirely too large for inland traffic; I aleo left the large box 
with unnecesgary stationary behind for the some reosons. 

With best regards to all, I remain 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK H. WYER. 


June 3, 1906, 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 


As you see by the date, [ am now in this town which hag 
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ites environs. I arrived here in the afternoon of June lst, coming 
by carts from Muxden where I dyed six days. 

| But I'll start with the beginning, As you saw out of 
my letter which I wrote in a Japanese Im near Newechwang on Way 23, 
I was detained for one dey there on account of being wrongly in- 
| formed by an official Japanese interpretor. ‘ell, the next morning 
I left by early train and arrived in the afternoon at Mukden in the 
midst of a howling dust storm which mde us look like coal miners 
and made our eyes ache as if there was lime in them, Well, that 
dust storm kept on blowing for three days during which time one 
felt extremely uncomforbable, for the dust wes all~penetrating and 
the accompanying dryness of the air meade one's throat and nostribs 
parch and it also seemed to have an effeet upon ones nervous system 
for one felt restleas and out of sorts, as we say. 

I visited the missionaries in Mukden and wot quite some 
information considering the products of the country and ebout the 
mative flora. Rev. Dr. Ross and Rev. ky. Torley have transplanted 
quite ea few wild plants in their gardens, among them a very gmall- 
fruited wild apple a few species of wild sauparagus, different kinds 
of wild clematis, wild elderberries, and also that Sedge which I 
sent from Peking and which does em¢ellently in this most uncongenial 
climte to plant growth for the winter starts early in Mukden and 
ig very severe; the mercury goes as low as 30° below zero, Besides, 
that the rainfall is rather light, it practically only reins during 
the last part of Jane, during July and August and then it gets dry 
again and even in winter time there is little snow, 


Ome ean observe it on the plant growth in and around 
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Makden; the only tree which thrives well is the small-leaved elm, 
but otherwise there sre few trees that do well, thatis, in the 
city itself. Ontside the town, soing toward the north, one finds 
@® nicely wooded park called the North Tomb and about ten miles to 
the “ast ene finds a delightful piece of forest showing what a 
beautiful country this Manchuria mast have been before these e¥err 
lasting destructive Chinese took posession of it. In that piece 
of forest the Tast-tomb ie situated where the remains of the first 
emperor of the Manchu dynasty are resting. ‘thet forest reminds 
one very mich of the North American forests; that is, a large 
number of different species of grees crow all intermixed, ‘the 
predomi nant trees are pines ond there are very large specimens 
among them, then one finis large~-leaved Lindens, LarwexLeoved eeltis, 
oaks, gleditsiag poplars, Giastrastis asmrensis, and willows and of 
@li these csen it seems to be only one species which is represented, 
Aiong the outskirts of the forest where the struggle for light and 
supremacy is not so fierce any more, one finds smalier trees with 
dense foliage like two kinds of choke cherries, one wild apple, one 
graceful cardinals cap (tuoninms gp.), Crataegus pinnatifida, two 
kinds of bush-honey suckle, tush willows, sambustus racemosa, ber- 
verries and some shrubs which are unknown to me. | 

Om secount of the rather low degree of latitude, the light 
ts quite intense and as a resalt the whole ground underneath the 
trees is carpeted with wild flowers. One finds there clematis in 
spegies, apparagus in species, lily of the valley, Solomon’ s seal in 
two species (Convallaria Polygonstum and Convallaria verticillatum) 


violets, dffferent leguminous plants and cuite some grasses and 
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191. 
sedges. Anemone chinensis occurs im many qmote and the white 
dandelion, peculiar to Manchuria, grows ell elong the open roads. 
I forgot yet to mention the ash tree which occurs here and there, 


and the hazelmt which also is to be found in spota, A shrub with 


large tirfoliate leaves, looking like an Acanthopanax crows here and 


there in shady situations. fT show you to vhat a large sisesome of 
the leaves of that linden tree crow, T pieced & lesf of a young 
eve and it measured from tip to the base 12 inches while the 
breadth was exactly ten inches. Pretty lerge, isn't itp The tree 
seems to come very close to our silver linden ("ilie argentea), 
The large leaved celtis looks new to me and in fall Y will coll eet 
a goodly supply of seeds if t hanpen to be here. TI enclose a lesf 
of that t@ee. Perhaps it is well known alresdy? 

In the park arvand the North Tomb, which seems to have 
been laid out by man, one finds ae & result more flowering shrabe 
and more ornamental trees than in the forest around the “ast Tomb. 


But, althouch I must admit that the bush honeysuckles were covered 


with delicate white flowers and thet the hawthorns perfumed the 


whole air with their fragrance, .t111 one doesn't find there as 

mch variety as in the "ast Tomb grounds. Between the undergrowth, 
though, there are not less than four different species of asparagus 
growing wild, ome of a pale green color which can be used in flower 


baskets and the like. A wild grapevine with very fragrant blossoms 


grew all over the place. They say it bears smili berries and I 


heard contradictory statements about its edible cumlities. ne 
pity in the North Tomb grounds ts that as all around Mikden mny 


trees are nearly killed by the enormous bunches of mistletoes they 
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B92... 
have to sustain, ‘These mistletoes look like the ordinary Viscum 
alvdum, but inetead of having white berries, they bear ecarlet fruits 
in winter. Dr. Hoss said they always remember him of holly and 
mistletoe st the same time. Mis Ross informed me that there we a 
mistletoe around thst bore yellow berries instead of searlet ones and 
she had seen one bunch im which one branch had yellow fruits while 
all the others had searlet berries, If that mistletoe wmsn't such 
& dangerous parasite, we might try to establish it as a curiosity 
in our parks, but still, it is too dangerous, for it seems to thrive 
on nearly all trees amd it seems to kill the elms for some of these 
trees were really lice brooms with green bunches of mistletce in them. 

A thing pleasing to me was to see the sedve Ho. 70a and b 
used as a lawh grass in the orth Tomb and it formed a pretty sood 
lawn under the 100 feet tall pines, “het lawn mst have been in 
existence for centuries, so that spesks well for it. 

There is another Lawn sedge in existence around Muikcden, 
océurring also in the ofty wall, which is mch finer than the first 
one. It thrives on sancy solls and remins much lower than the one 
sent, but it is really somewhat too fine for a lawn. When I am in 
Mokden thie winter 7 will send it, though. that city wall of 
WMukden there are «a few more grasses in existence which may prove to 
be of vee to us. 7 sent you a few flowrine spikes of two of them. 
Perhaps you might be able to identify them. 

In the immer courtyard of the Morth Tomb there are two 
very old conifers which the Chinese call ¢edar trees but although 
they look like Cedrus deodara, that couldn't be the case, so I take 


them for the rare Pseudolerix “aemhori. They are both in a high 
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state of decay, tut still, they tmst have been two noble trees 
fifty yoars ago. 

In obtaining seeds of economic plants Tf haven't been very 
lucky yet. ‘The seeds are all planted and some farmers that have 
seeds left are not willing to part with them because the aspatts 
for a good ¢rop are just tow rather bad on account of the long- 
lasting drought. I got some homp seeds but of poppy seeds TI haven't 
been able as yet to get somo. “he crops here, too, are mot go 
waried as one might think. Sorghum is the staple crop and beans 
run & ¢lose second. ‘Small millet, too, is grown quite extensively 
and in the more sheltered localities winter wheat grows. IT hope 
to come back here in late fall to get things. 

Yow these last two days Tt have been in and aroumLiao yang. 
Rev. G, Douglass and Rev. Os. Westwater of the Seoteh mission here 
have given me quite some information about the district around here. 
As @ result of Mr. Douglass’ labors I got me a smell box of the 
a@ried pears of which Ur, Hosie speaks in his book on Manchuria and 
I also found the ordhards where the trees grow, There are quite a 
few varictios of pears growing here, “hey seem to be nearly all of 
the hard varieties, thowh. they grow alao grapes here which are 
buried,ofocourse, in winter time, One variety seems to be new to us. 

Then, of the city wall there is a small alfalfa growing 
which must be able to stand eny amount of drought. In fall I will 
try to obtain seeds from it. It is remarkable eo many plants there 
grow on these old city wills here in China. Yesterday I vent 
botanizing om the wall here and I ssw about thirty different species 


of plants, Among them were things like » wild agperagus, flowfing 
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sherry, ¢hoke cherry, a kind of a sand-cherry, matrimony vine 
(Lyciwa chinense}) Sophora japonica, @mall-lenaved elms, two kinds 
of alfalfa, four species of grasses, three species of cruciferae, 
& dwarf fuonims, etc., etc. Mr. Douglass told me that the 
Russians used to take their cows to the top of the wall to Let 
them graze. Hather funny to hear, isn't it? 

I hear from the missionaries that there is a rich district 
south from here in the mountains where rare trees occur. I hope to 
leave for it within a few days before I go to Antun. 

Life here in Manchuria has @ whole dot of less pleasant 
problems with it. The worst thing is the filthiness of the Inns. 
Mo matter what some author® say about the cleinmliness of Manchurian 
Inne, my experience is that the interiors are somewhat better 
finished than avowed Peking and Mentsin but that they support a 
population so uncongenial to whi te vetli. tant 1 often curse their 
dirty yellow race. In thie inn, now, where I sit on the brick 
bedstead while writing, I counted already not less than six dif- 
ferent kinds of vermin, not 211 bad ones, of course, but still I am 
awake @ver so many mintues of being bitten by ome or another and 
of late I think the greatest ideal of a man is to have @ clean 
vermin-proof bed. Another bad thing is to drink that everlasting 
tea. How delicious a glass of fresh clean water must be. I often 
think now, but~-there is no clean water in China. 

then, I heave the bother with my men about the monay. 

This is a deer country and it seems thot my guide and the coolie 
have been used to quite good living in VYientsinaand, of course they 


find out that they can't do it the same way here and the result ig 
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they say they can't save «a cent and have to spend every dime for 
food. Of course, that ig Simply « etory. I know them too well 
already, but well, things are mther high here and IT have to pay | 
their lodgings, a thing which I never did with my former men, and 
as they pwepare my food they steal enough of it to live on partly, 
at Least, I find ont that that oceurs pretty frequent and wheat can 
one do against it? So you see that evon a man here has the “servant 
problem” My guide is » good cook but in other matters his bright~ 
ness is not exactly coming to the front and in obtaining seeds and 
handling the people diplomatically he is not a genius at all. 
I have been pulsing the missionaries to find me a brighter chap, 
but I haven't been successful as yet. I selected my men because 
they were strong chaps which I thought would include some bravery, 
too, but that is s thing very hard to find among these Shinese and 
now while we were in Mukden it eame to their eers that a robber 
band had caught 2 Chinaman a hundred. yards outeide the city and 
that to make him cive up his secrets they had roasted him above a 
fire. Well, my men wanted to go home to Mentsin and they were 
afraid to go out alone out of the city. Wow I myself, when having’ 
yeen invited out to supper with some of the missionaries, come home 
rather late but I haven't had a single unpleasant meeting as yet, 
and even if tI had I would face the msic, but these Chinese--well, 
they are like children, that is all. 

I send you herewith my accounts for the Month of May. TI 
oan't get a consular or any other seal on them, 8o maybe they won't 


be considered good. Well, then, they come back! 
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I hope to get some mail in Antung, before I start the 
big journey through the wilderness. 
With the best wishes to all, I am 
Yours respectfully, 


PRANK fi. MUYER. 


PSs Herewilth I send you the small box of dried pears and the 
note belonging to it. bid you receive the letter in which I 
announced I had shipped a box with sceds to you in which there | 


was a nige quantity of dry land rice? 


Newchwang, “Uandhuria, 
June 12, 1906. 

Dear Fr, Bal rehild: 

Last nicht at one AJM. I arrived asain in thie ofty. why? 
You will ask. Well, t’at is rather a funny dilmams in which I am 
now, You must know, namely, thet my guide and the coolie have 
skipoed out. In other words, they deserted me, And now T am here 
in this port again trying to get other men. In how far I will be 
succeasful here, I do mot know as yet, but will see, 

I will try to give you a few more details about this 
Yather movel experience to mee As I wrote you from Liao~yang, I 
was going to visit a mountain district South of sald city before 
going to Antung. Well, I went to these mountains and stayed there 


three days ami a most wonderfnl district it is, There are even 


- 


- new varieties of trees there which T never have seen before. Well, 


“about the botanical part later on. 
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Now, while being there I found that my guide mes rather 
ewkwerd, didn’t want to go out, avoided work, ete. 0, I thought, 
it is a little homesickness with him which will wear off again det 
on returning to Lisoyang I hinted to him that if he didn't take 
any interest in this work I would be obliged to cet m another guide, 
for he was utterly dull and stupid these lost weeks and now while I 
stayed that night with ur. -estwater at Liaoyang, my two men simply 
Atwappeared without leaving a trace behing them and as I had paid 
them some wages in advance, I will be out quite some dollars, ‘The 
next morning going around trying to find some trace of them T heard 
from one that they had gone to this city. As their homes are in 
Pientsin I think they have taken passage om a Chinese junk and are 
on the road to that city. 1% will write the police authorities there 
and hare hil axrosted for thet is no way of doing things. While 
tolxing to Mrs. Douglas, a lady missionary in Llaoyang, I found out 
that my guide told her servants that there were plenty of tigers in 
the mountains where we hed been and that I had seen ome and had run 
as fast as I omuld. Yell, you will believe me when T tell you that 
that ig as big a lie as could be imagined. In the first place, there 
are no tigers in summer time there and secondly, if one comes in 
these densely wooded regions upon a tiger one my be so close by 
that to rum would be silly. He would catch one anyway. Ho, I 
carried « small tree trunk with me with many knots on it so I was 
armed enough to drive the wolfs off, which seem to be really the 
only wild entmals which roam around in the summer time there, But 


I must admit that IT only heard the srowlings of them in the entangle~ 
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mont of Actinidia vines and IT saw the gnawed-off front feet of « 
small deer. hare was sleo a hole underneath a large rock which 
most decidedly cheltered some animals in winter time but now 16 
looked deserted, although there was a mod wall in front of it made 
by the digging out of the soll umderneath thet rock. 

But I know easily how that tiger story came to be manu- 
factured. he second day T cam home with torn clothes on account 
of having accidentally slid off some sharp rock with thorny tree 
growth and my legs were rather scratched. Yall, they simply imagined 
that I had been chased argund by « tiger for the priests in the 
temples have a firm belief in these animals and they told lr. Vest~ 
water how a smll boy was carried off by tham some time ago. 

Well, my guides told the missionary servants that if he 
had known it, that I would go to such regions, he wouldn't have 
gone for 7100.00. Another thing T suppose thet. seared them was 
the fact that a few days before we arrived one Chinese officer me 
shot dead and four soldiers severely wounded by the so-called Hung 
hutses, or these armed brigands which infest thie whole country. 
“hie battle happened in the mountains Mast of Lino-yang, the dis- 
trict IT have to pess through im going to Antung. br. Vestwater who 
treated the men, told me that the wounds had beon made vy modern 
bullets and that the rebbers mst be excellent marksmen for the 
soldfere confessed that they hadn't seen » alngle robber, but that 
they were shot from the high hilltops. 

Well, three orfour days ago the Chinese troops caught 


happily the whole band of robbere which had made the neighborhood 
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of Mukden pretty unsafe of late. There wre eleven men including 
the leader which proved to be a Japanese and although the ten Chinese 
were decapitated, the Jap was delivered to the headquarters of 
General Oyama, where he probably will be dealt with. 

3% seems that my work here in Mencluria is not proceeding 
as well as in other parts of China, but it is not my fault. it ts 
not in my power to inspire my meh with courage and with a iove for 
travelling. ‘ow, I paid the men high wages but yet they would 
father degert one and return to their mud shacks and live in com 
parative poorneea than to go around and see something of the world 
and get ner experiences. 

Weil, now I will tell you something about these most 
glorious mountains south of praoyargss They ave called by the 
missionaries "The Thousand Pees," while the Chinese name is "Chien 
shan" which means the 1900 mountains. The reason for calling them 
80 is the fuet that it reslly is a ¢onglotheration of many stoep 
mountains apparently thrown together ine rather limited area and 
in the distance the whole group looks like = gigantic saw, marked 
as a blue silhouette against the sky. Coming closer, one is amazed 
at the member of peske rising up one after the other and with a 
Littte imagination and by mot actually counting them one might easily 
thine that there are reslly about a thousend peaks. But the most 
wonde¥ful thing, from our point of view, is the extremely well~ 
woodedness of the whole district, One simply stays amazed at the 
sight of such a dense arboreal vegetations pines, caks, lindens, 


walmata, wild pears, wlld apricots, ashes, willows, glecitsias, 
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poplars, lots of different kinds of shrubs, a dense undergrowgh, 
this all grows mixed or im groups all over the mountainsides or in 
the rafines, 

I once saw the statement somewhere that the Appalachian 
Mountains in North Caroline were the mst densely wooded mountains 
in the world, but not having scen these last mentioned mountains as 
yet, I can’t say anything about it, but these chien shan mountains 
here are sienna one of the most densely wooded sections that I 
ever saw. If the photos turn out satisfactorily I hope to be able 
to show thie feot in the way the eye of the camera caught it. 

Of new trees in these mountsins [ didn't see so very emch. 
Still, there are a few utterly unknown to me. For instance, there 
is a variety or a species of elm which has instead of the ordinary 
ellipticosl leaves, from three to five tops om each leaf. It probably 
is a variety which may be appreciate by nurserymen as a novelty. 

Then, there gfows « ¢atalpn wild, which dives not seem to 
be any of the catalme I know. 


There is also a large~leaved dogwood (Cornus) but there 





was only one specimen I came across in.all my wanderings and it is 
growing in sich . difficult+to-reach ravine and one has to crawl 
through a mile or ao of Actinidia vinee that Tam not so sure of 
findi ng it semin. | 

In willows there are two kinds which can be used as 
ornamental trees and they look new to me. One is a somi-weeping 
variety entirely different from the ordinary weeping willow. I 
came across only three trees of it. 


There ta a rniice small growing honey~locvst (cleditsia}) 
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one kind of a very ornamental ash tree, then the Sophora-like tree 
met before in the East Tomb forest near Makden and which is new to 
Mee 

The remarkable thing in these Chienmshan mountains is the 
fact that every ravine has a vegetation more or less of its own 
and so one finds one ravine full of shrubbery lixe usivaena, mo @lc~ 
oranges and scrub ashes, intermixed with beautiful white flowered 
paeonies. In another ravine, though, one finds exclusively Actinidia 
{A. Kolomixte?) growing over a few Manchurian walnuts and over some 
Phellodendron amurense, and that Actinidia grows in such an entangled 
mass that one is quite exhausted when going throuch it for a mile 
or so. It is a beautiful sight, though, to overlook such a mase of 
green from the top of a tree or from the head of a ravine. 

In one hollow I found nearly nothing but elms in varieties; 
in another, again, mostly large leaved lindens, while in some very 
shady spots a bush occurred with elongated drooping white buds and 
with somewhat curious shaped leaves seeming to come very close to 
ovr native papawe (Asimina triloba). 

Yes, coming to the word “native,” I must admit that these 
forests romind one strikingly of home, i.e., North America. fven 
the large pinnated leaves of the American sumace which give the 
native North American flora such a semi~tropic aspect in summer 
occur here too, but not as sume leaves, Not is is the large leaf 
on the shoots sprouting from the cut-off stumps of Juglans ‘anchurica 
or they are the young trees sprouting from the nuts. 


I herewith give you a list of the plante which I saw there: 
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frees and Shrubs and Yoody Climbers 


Qaks - 3 and 4 species 
Lindens ~ 2 species 

Willows - 3 and @ species 
Walmat ~- 1 especie & 1 varisty 
spiny elm - 1 specie 

Apples - 1 specie 

Grapevines = 4 and & species 
&ctinidia ~ 2 specs ina 
Hazelnuts - 2 species 

Lilacs ~ 1 specie 

Velgela ~ 1 specie 

Sophora japonica ~ 1 sp &i1 var. 
Catalpa ~ 1 specie 
Phellodendron emurense 
Celastrus «- 2 species 

Azalea - 2 species 


Paeraria Thunbergiana “ose «1 sp. 


Ashes - 3 species 

Maples - 2 species 

Pines « 1 specie 

Elma « & species and several var. 


Pears ~ many varieties 


Apricot « 1 specie & different var. 


Choke cherry ~ 1 specie 

Celtis =- 2 speies 

Birches « 1 specie, 1 variety 
Spiraeas « 3 spocies 

Poplars ~ 2 apecies 

Chestnat + 1 specie 

Crataegus pinnetifida « sev. var. 
Aralia ~ 2 species 

foanthopanax = 2 species 

Cormus = 1] specie 


Viburnum « ] specie 


Juglang mandslmrica Gleditesia -1 sp. Berberis - 2 species 


Ailanthus glandulosa Bhamnus -2 sp. Papawelike shrub ~ 1 


Philadelphus «- 2 speci as. 


Sambucus racemosa Rubue - 1 sp. 


Rerbaceous | 





Paeonies « 1 ap. 


Sophora~like tree - 1 





Lilium » 2 sp. 


Dictamms Fragunella, the 4 Conwmilarias, l.@. Ce majalis, C. poly- 


gonatum, C. maltiflorum, 6. verticullotum and another one much 
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stronger than the last one but otherwise much the same, 


Clematis + 3 and 4 gp, Hoteia japonica. 
Delphiniums in sev. sp. Sedum ~ 3 sp. 
Sempeor-vivun = 2 sp. Selaginella « 3 sp. 
Lathyrus - sev. sp, Aristolochia - 1 sp. 
Dioscarea guincueloba Myasotis « 2 sp. 


Compositae - many sp. Ferns = 6 sp. 
and @ host of other things more or less conspicuous. 

I was not in the best time for the herbaceous stuff. It 
was too early yet, but there seem to be very ormmental things 
among them. 

. fhe lists are very incomplete for I would have to stay 
there many weeks and do a lot of hard explorines work and would 
have to be there earlicr and later, too, but still, it may give 
you an idea how very rich the flora is in these Chien shan moun- 
tains, and especially in trees and in shrubs. 

Ifmmething overtakes me in this stran.c, dangerous country, 
I hope to senda whole lot of material this winter from that region. 

Herewith I beg to acknowledge the receipt of three letters 
from you dated April 11, April 27, and April 28. I was glad again 
to get some news though it was short, but I do realize that you heave 
far too much administrative labour. You ought to get a couple of 
good assistants. 

Yes, I hope to see your hillside with ite cherries and 
maples. When shall it be, though? If my visi om comes trug,I will 


be at ease the end of the yesr, but what erase will it be? ALL 
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jokes put avide, this country is just now in a rather peculiar 
condition and while travelling in the interior one may run up 
ageins$ strange things. 
About the Jujubes, in regard to the inquest of Mr, Pord 


! of Waco, Texas, I may say that the Chinese take apparently very 


little care in curing this fruit. Outside of letting them dry in 
flat baskets in the gun and then putting them in big baskets out 
of whi a they are sold to the customer, they do nothing to them. 
It seems, though, that there exists in Seeschuan a superior Jajude 
which could be utilised in America as a fine table delicacy and 
which is packed in boxes. The ordimary jujube is rather coarse 
and is not really fit to become an American delicacy except for 
the very poor classes. {I will be om the lookout though for any 
good warieties or any curing mcthods superior to the ones men- 
tioned above. In one of my last letters I also mentioned about 
steaming them, etc. You probably received that letter long ago, 
didn't you? 

In the segond letter, April 27, I see yours and ir. Yan 
Fleet's notice about the Pragaria filipendula. ‘ell, the only 
strawberry I came across as yet is that worthless F. indica which 
grows as a weed in the Yang-tse valley. Mr. Yan Fleet saye it 
grows in the mountains of North west China. Could he perhaps 
give some closer defined locality? 

And about Rubus, too. I didn’t come across many Rubus, 
bat going farther north I am bound to see more. 

fie last letter, April 28, brin.:s mo the welcome news 


that the rushes arrived 0.% That's good, for it would have been 
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a pity if all that work had been done in vain. 

How, I am looking for your long letter which you say 
will come soon. I hope it comes before T have left this port, 
where I am busily engaged in trying to find me new men, & most 
difficult job, I*11 tell you that. 

| Well, I conclude with best wishes to you all, 
Yours respoctfully, 


WRANK EH. MEYER. 


Newchwang, Manchuria, 
May 19, 1906. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

Yesterday I came back from Tort Arthur and Dalng where 
I had been to obtain ea written permit and to get information in 
regard to the country. 

Well, to say that I have been entirely successful would 
say too much, The more T have dealings with the Japanese, the 
more I get confirmed that they are the shrewdest, diplomat ical 
nation on the face of the globe. Their policy is one of secrecy, 
wospiciousness, and of Letting outsiders ag much in the dark as 
possible. 

Well, I will try to give you some details of my trip. 
As this whole country is still in the orip of the military admin- 
istration, no foreigner is allwed to travel without a pass, so 


after eome talks and some correspondence I obtained one from the 
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| authorities and an English gentleman, Hr. % Cotes, correspondent 
| for the Daily Mail was so lucky too. “e both and our Consuls were 
invited for lunch with Col. Yokura, the Administrator of the city 
of Newchwang, and in the evening of the same day (Imy 11, 1906) we 
left the railroad station at about nine O'clock, while the rain 
was pouring down as fast as possible. I mist say the Japanese 
had given ue quite a few advices; that is, showing our pessea when 
asked for, to go to the proper authoritics, etc., but they had 
failed to tell us to take blankets and food with us, and as the 
trip lasted 18 hours we were rather inconvenicnce. Still, we were 
able to pick up here and there eome food, but as the night on 
| account of the rain and wind proved to be umusually cool and our 
clothes were not of the heaviest mterial, we didn't have the best 
of comfort. 
The next day, Saturday, May 12, we arrived at 3 P.M. 
in Port arthur and we waited upon by an official interpretor and 
we had to show our passes and had to tell with what intentions we 
came to Port arthur! (dust os if they didn't know more about 
purposes than we did sibraal ailie We were shown our hotel and had 
to wait then, until the authorities notified us st what time they 
could receive us. Well, in the evening a letter came telling us 
that we were expected the next morning at 10 A.M. 
So on Sunday morning we went to the Chief of the Staff, 
General Wajor J. Ochiai, and after some talks we were told that they 
would allow us to eee some points of interest sround Port Arther,. 


I personally interviewed the General about the obtaining of a 
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written permit to travel through Manchuria, but I wis informed 
that at the present the areas through which foreigners are allowed 
to travel are very limited, not because of the unwillingness of the 
Japanese. Oh, no, it was robber bands which made life and property 
very unsafe and the Japanese Government could not undertake to run 
the danger of letting a foreigner go in the country without being 
able to protect him and then if some accident overtook him to cet 
into international difficulties. 

Ae I knew this dimbamatical excuse for I am not the firet 
one to whom they told it, I didn't go any farther on it, but I asked 
if the Japanese had full control of forthern Morea and whether I 
would be allowed to travel there, upon which questions the General 
gave an affirming answer. I was asked to draw up a route of travel 
and send it in the next day, which I did. 

Now, it was a somewhat diplomticel stmke of me to get 
first an assurance of being allowed to travel in Northern Korea 
for you mst know that up in Northern Korea near the source of the 
Yalu and the Tumon Sivere there are reported to exist valuable 
forests which are being cut down in a hurry by the Japanese g0 as 
to get ae much out of the country es long as it is in their pos- 
session. | Well, if I can renech these forest before too much is eut 
down, I may be able to find new and valuable lumber and ornamental 
trees ear in a climate very Mach like thet of the northern part 
of the United States. 

On Monday evening the official interpretor wanted to sce 


me and wanted to take my maps with him so as to get the right wy 


— ae oe 


























s. NESs AS 


dai iahiat i td gations Aomors. Levant: one meg aneaton 
si dat Sila odo bw iguotid vagus osit towing 





<iseqeeg ime. oRAL eben dade aden soddor van th. .Om sitio <ete menage 
is. 00 enediobag toa Dime daoueise cS sgonsqal od? bee otauas ytot ae 
piled gecddiw gutawes edd ah. og teugletcl « wilted 20 vegasd ede : ; . 
doy et mh doodweve tsepdoos aicayt! sous Mii sii. I ; 
| weed 2 fanghtacnetal 
& eidd vont bee om belise 
fedea dud 4th me ceditae yracay dtablo 1 th: Sot woat mode of ane 
| i teddedw age aor agedtucl Yee foxéace Liat: Shon 
forene2 edi eackinesp dolde soqe ,ete ds leva ‘on. sowita 96 diner ; 

leweeet ‘Yo etwet acqd web ob Sedes aew ls sewese quik werkkhe aso 2 
hth T dolde ,qab ¢xen etd mb om eos Sa 
Joy ot em Yo enotte Laoktetoytd tetwames gnaw isk wel 
i wong: q 
odt Ye eotues odd tae sogok wrredtroll wt qe Jedd wota teu soe ret 2 4 
oidasket telxe od Dedicqer eta ated seta Be aed edt bra ial 

$6 0@ senegal. vid Yd Rramdoal mved- two yated exe do sts 








fexlt ord Jom ae 1 10% wewoae Looking Se, 








S9tGs mradéiccll ah fovans ee? Dewoiia «acted ‘to oO 








eo sind? wh ah &b so gited. ee YRiasg aiid te tae deans ao 
dua el .dogm cath —s" feovgh seedt dooad tao ee 1 pled > sate 








Jatnonarte fie recs eldenrl ay: bus ven, sam at “a eames an ” | ere 
tag arediren ‘elt. I¢. tess exit dow Nev & 


By ne aff Oe eT RN oT ae ern ‘ ar a itn S oe 4 , 
Ck day LER RR TRE A ted + ea RE CRS ene Ps es 


o58 at Datum tetexqretad, detolite edt yminov« gabarall ax 
yar tain. edt tay Of Bs om mid mk 


ty 





208, 
of writing the names of places I had mentioned. He aleo assured 
me that my route of travel had been looked over and I would be 
permitted to go that way and the next day I would receive my permit. 


Well, the next day I went up to the head office and to 


my diaguet I found out thet I was allowed to travel from Mukden 


to Antung (that is at the mouth of the Yalu River) but they couldn't 
give me further permit as it didn't belong to their territory, but 
they had wired the governor of Morea and by the time I arrived in 
Antung I would find an answer waiting there. Mow, I will see how 
they will act. It seems, as if they have suspicions as if some 
other Purpose was in mind, for when I said that I would wait in 
Port Arthur until an answer was received, they said it was better 
that I first proceeded to Wukden. I seems that they wnt plenty 
of time in all these dealings, for it is already months ago vhen 
we first applied for permission. ‘the rumors are around that the 
military and the of vil administrations are not too friendly with 
one another and that the last one would allow more liberties but 
that the first one resents that. But to tell you the truth, Mr. 
Fairchild, I personally believe that they themselves have strewn 
these rumors around so as te keep the foreigners out as long as 
possible, and if it hadn't been for the pressure of certain foreign 
powers, these ports that have bean opened now, Like Antung and 
fatung, would be closed yet, for the Japanese have been fooled out 
of this country onee ten years ago but this time they are bound to 
stay ani thelr merchants, ecldiers, gamblers, even coolies, are 


found all over and their merchants prove to be most severe competi- 
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tors to all races, tut to the Chines especlally. 

It seems that Japanese business methods are not altogether 
straight and I found out some things myself in that way. I hed asked 
General Ochiai to allow me to take some vhotas and he had given his 
consent under the condition that we ask the officer in charge of a 
certain point to obtain his permission. But now as soon as we left, 


the order was given thet no photos are allowed to be taken by the 


-foreigners. Of eourse, we rather felt insulted at such a treatment. 


If Mr, Ochiai had said, “Gentlemen, I am very svrry, but we couldn't 
allow any photos to be taken," then we would have felt all right, 
but to do it this way is mot as we secldentals are accustomed to. 

Well, mow my intentions are to leave within a few days 
for Mukden by train, then to hire tarts there and proceed over 
ldaoyang which is reported to be a good fruit and grain district, 
right throuch the mountains to Amtung on the mouth of the Yalu 
River. If T am el lowed permission there, I will travel sions the 
Yalu River up to ite source (the Pei shan Mountain range} then 


from there alone the Tumen river to its mouth. At the sourees of 


these rivers very nice forests and wooded slopes are known to exist 


and when I saw Prof. Sargent at Moston last summer, he told me that 
he pergonally considered Northern Korea as an excellet field for 
exploration work. “hen ! arrive in safety and good health at the 
mouth of the Pumen River, I will proceed to Viadivosteck and there 

I will probably find » Gablegram or letters telling me to return or 
to stay. If I am to stay, my intentions are to travel northward 
along the Useuri “iver to the point where it flows in the Amur, then 


follow thie river and go southwest by the Sungari to Charbin and 
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then I don't know yet. If they allow me to pags through, I will 
go over Kirin to Mukden and then back to Peking, but I hardly 
think I will be allowed to get through because there is a strip 
of land there called neutral sone and both the Russians and the 
Japanese want to get control of it. Just now there isn’t one 


white man allowed to pass through, and as they have over a year’s 


time yet to withdraw their armies, I may not see the time to 


creep through. f will try, though. 

Today I had a talk with a gentleman vho has been in the 
Valleys of the Amar, the Sungari and the Useurt, and he sid the 
amount of fine forests of Beautiful shrubbery and of wild plants 
there is amasing. He added, though, that the Russians were cutting 
the lumber very fast and he said also that travelling there ien't 
encouraged by the Russian authorities and thet in mst pointe, the 
country is remarkably lonesome. Well, we will see. 

Dering my stay in Port Arthur and Dalny, I sew a few plants 
which may be fit to be used in Amorica. As a gmill tree in shrubbery 
veds the Russians had vlanted the Xanthoxylon ailanthoides and it is 


well worth growing in our city parks. Then, there were beautiful 


small flowered lilace of quite an uncommon type, I ehould say, far 


more graceful than our lilacs, also some maples and linden trees 
which I do not know and which made good underwood beneath taller 
trees, ‘Then there are some poplar trees in the big park in Del ny 
which have drooping branches and are very good for park trees. 
They also use a shrub for hedges which is as yet unknown to me. 
There were some seeds on them which I will send shortly. ‘the most 


Common tree in Port Arthur and Dniny is the yellow or black locust 
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(Robinia peeud-acacia). This is planted all over. ‘he free of 
. Heaven {Ailanthus glandulosa) comes next and then poplare and 
willows follow third and fourth. Im Port Arthur they have a few 
nice young specimens of Paulownia impcrialis end against some of 
the houses there were fine white wisterias in bloom. Just now 
the Japanese are very busy in planting evergreens in front of the 
large military bulldin se, but it ie satbale sed to see that they 
selected the wronm; kinds of trees, for they plant mostly different 
apecies and verieties of the genus Retinospom. I even saw Olea 
fragrans anid Podacarpus ghinensis planted, two plants which surely 
will not stand the dry summer heat or the practically snowless 
winter, As a deciduous shade tree they are planting Lobes specimens 
of etereulia plateanifelie. As long ae the mereury doesn't drop too 
much, this tree my live, but = ew one specimen planted by the 
| Russians some years ago and it was entirely winter killed by lest 
year’s cold, They told me thet it gete once in a while 15° below 
sero in fort Arthur, 
Tre mountains near Port Arthur and tear Dalny are prace 
| | tically devoid of any trees or shrubbery save a few clumps of scrub 
oak or geome scattered spccimens of dwarf pines, but now the Jape 
have taken up the problem of reforesting these barren sensen tee 
and I wae told they have planted alreedy one million pine trees. 
I had a look over these nmwy planted mountainsides. as yet things 


40 not look very promising. Many young trees have died. I think 





the main trouble ia thet all theee young trees are grown in the 


moist air of Japan and this pefinsule where Fort Arthur and tely 
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are situated is very dry and stemy, so the trees wither before they 
have time to be established. But, of course, in a ease of reforest- 
ing one cannot judwe finally by one year's work so I hope to see this 
country again after say five years. 

There ig also an experimental garden established by the 
Ruseians in Dalny. Now the Japenese have taken over the charge and 
among the personnel of the garden there wasn’t one who could tale 
any language bat his own, save one or two words of “nglish, so I 
couldn't get any tafometion there. One very cieeaana thing struck 
me, i.@., that they were pruning their young fruit trees while they 
had already set the young fruits. It was rather disgusting to see 
the young trees mitilated the way they had. I told them it was a 
very bad thing to do, but apparentiy they thought it all right. It 
seems that they have Chinese coolies in employ and I know the Chinese 
too well already for their love of mtting every thing down which is 
burnable and in the fine large wrk of Port Arthur thoy have ruined 
already the young poplar trees and the locusts by cutting away all 
the asle branches. And these trees were just planted by the Rugsians 
as windbreaks on the windy sides. A look in the rubbish enclosure 
confirmed my opinion, for there I saw stacked up a big pile of the 
tied-up bunches of branches of shrubbery and of trees. 

I would not say thet a stay in s eonquered country is very 
Pleasant to me. ‘Take a city like Dalny. ‘They way the city is built 
is entirely like the white man builds, beautiful stone and brick 
houses, well paved roads, shade trees in the yerds, nice clean 


surroundings, imcone word, a model town, but in vain I looked for 
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a fellow white man, Behind the large glass windows one saw the 
yellow faces press their noses to see the white man. I am generally 
taken for a Russian down here and one often sees them laugh when I 
pase, for you must know that the yellow race feele a contempt for 
the white man after thie miserable war when the worst white race 
got beaten by the best yellow one. Of course, I don't care for 
their contaspt, for one sees every time how anxious they are oO 
imitate ue or catch a glance of our eyes, 

While in Port Arthur I climbed the famous 20% Meter Hill 
upon whose slopes so much innocent blood was spilled. I found 
there all kinds of relies like exploded and unexploded shells and 
cartridges, piewes of clothing and even bones of men who had fallen 
there, On one spot I gaw a coat of 6 Russian sailor and by picking 
it up the bones fell out! Then walking over some spots one felt the 
soil sink in beneath his feet indicating a grave for a poor fellow. 
Truly when one sees all these things one mat say, “War is Hell.” 
And this 203 Meter Hill might be called "fhe Hill of Sad Memories." 
I was told that i¢ hae cost 10,000 Japanese lives to get this hill. 
Awful, fen'’t it? And yet the skies were dar< blue and hills were 
purple im the distance and the Siberian “Welwies was in snovy garb 
and here and there a Sempervivum was veeping throuch some pietes of 
rock, Nature knows not of human # rrow. 

Before I leave Newchwang for good I hope to send you a 
pox with seeds, among it a big bag of dry land rice which Consul-~ 
general Mr. Th. Sammons was kind enough +o ebantn for us froma 


friend of his, the Magistrate of Hei tcheng. Mr. Sammons hes been 
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very kind to me and es assisted me in mny mys in getting the 
passes, etc., from the Japanese authorities. 

In a former letter you wrote me that if the Japanese 
wouldn't allow me to travel through Manchuwéa I had to send full 
particulars so that if necessery the Sesretary of State could take 
the matter up. Yell, as you have seen by their answer that the 
robber bands are making the country unsafe, we can do very little 
against that. If highly pressed they would perhaps allow me to go 
all through the country, but of course, in such a case they would 
say, “We disclaim any responsibility for the explorer's safetyfand 
then I would be sure to get into trouble as soon as [T had entered 
a district where they didn’t want me. At lest, merchants with 
whom I am acquainted have had experiences of this kind. so 1 think 
we had better let the matter stand as it is. <A thing, though, that 
would be pleeant to me would be an official Letter of introduction 
te the Russian authorities in fussia and approved by the Russian 
ambassador at Washington. Also, if I am kept out here any longer in 
the oriental field to have a Chinese and a Japanese letter of intro 
duction also approved by the respective embassadoré at ‘ashington. 
These things will give me better standing in these countries. 

Ma I mention the fact fn my last letter about the receipt 
of the dozen pruning eheare? Yes, I got them all right and made 

i already a few people glad with one. 

Well, when I send the seeds I will send you snother letter 

and as this one consists already of 15 pages you may say, "Good 


Heavens, does that man think that we have nothing else to do thak 
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to read these pages, 2” 
$0 I conclude with best wishes to all, 
Yours respectfully, 


FRANK NH. MYER. 


Yewehwang, Manchuria, 
June MB, 1906, 
Dear Mr. Peters: 


It wag a great plessure to me te receive your welcome letter o 





of April 29. You were wondering where I should get it. well, thie 
| time it proves to be in Newshwang, where I am really quite by 

| accident. You must Know thal my guide and coolie deserted me on 

| account of their fears for tigers and robbers and Heavens knows for 
what more fears. I wrote the detaile of it to Mr. Meirchila, so I 
| had better not go into it farther this time. 

Wow T am here, trying to get me new men in which I haven't 
been successful as yet, but I om in good hopes and when T mntt get 
them here I will go to Chefoo for the importance of the work justi-+ 
files o little extra trouble and exertion. 

Yes, you ere right in that respcet, that I will talk about 
my experiences here with a great deal more pleasure «hen I am ont of 
‘the country, as just at the present I appreciate your kind words con 
cerning my peaceful disposition very much but do you know, Mr. Pieters, 


that if I was the reverse I probably would have been done away with 


















. . . eee of Re ee ait dpntes 
ee ee. ae ae iiss i pcre at ; 
; ; : } i : 
eee F pa 2 tel g) bt aba = Ss oe BF ie ¢ pe 
h _ ee huutonal sersaiowell i ha oh ot Sa fst i a a baie 


eee “e A: Ayes on = tte a HEE RDO 


Gide ,L sew wat , ie ee vom opens ¢ 
. ¥e ot tae yAieot ae I Said an 


Sophy moos see ann ale ae satan : 
ftwoued I. solute ut. tem west ere atan tert sot aed w dias ji 


* m4 . y 
Soy t woe 2 


99 abiow bats sey 


ee 





216, 

already; so it is simply a matter of necessity to be patient and 
peaceful and diplomatic, so really there is not so meh praise 
coming to me for in my heart I sometimes get quite angry at these 
people, especially, when one is treated in the way I experienced 
Now, notwithstanding I wes 2 good master to my men. 

You speak about the Budhist religion of the Chinese. 
Well, veally there is lai gh ty little of religion of any kind among 
the Chinese. They are as a whole too material and too practical 
a race to give these miters mach attention and Buddhism so far as 
it exists in China is of a rather low kind. John Chinaman alwys 
thinks that one man alone hasn't got the power to do all things and 
so im his Buddhist teuple he has begide different statues of Sudha, 
also scores of other gods like the God of Rain, of Prospertiy, of 
War, of “asdom, Well, I don’t know, but I cam tell you that there 
are temples in which one finde not only Buddha images, but also 
those of Lao~tse, of Xwan~yin and of Kweng fu tse (Confucius) so 
you see they get the whole bunch together. What the one can't 
accomplish the other may. ina famous temple noar Hanchow which I 
also visited there are not less than 500 gods or at last statues 


of beings that are supposed to heave special powers over certain 


things. ‘here are, however, Suddhists in China of a purer character 


but I didm't come in contact with him as yet. 

dust mow there is @ wave of unbelief in these gods passing 
over North Chinn and in the big city of Pooting foo they have cleared 
some tompl: s out and thrown the gods in the river or bufmed them. 


You mct know that they needed the temples for schools and so the 
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gods had to go. And in Tientsin the other day the Chief of Police 
issued a proclamation requesting the Chinese to stop from their 
slily practices of going to shrines and mking costly pilgrimages 
te idols from which they could mot receive any help or wisdom, 

How far Christinnity will get hold om the masses, I don’t 
know, but as the hold is getting lees already on the white races, 
‘one can't expect it to eateh hold om these yellow men. 

Well, now from thie really wnagricultural topic, upon our 
own lines again. I see with plessure that several pf my intro« 
ductions are doing so well, 1 wouldn't mind it a bit to see them 
wow and then myself, You say Mr. Oliver is making so many crosses, 
bat please why should he work with Helianthus or with Poas? Is 
there a demand for larger sunflowers or for quicker gyown grasses? 

Ae you probably will see or have seen already in the 
letter to Mr. Fairchild, 7 found = whole lot of trees and shrubs 
in the beautiful mitch dae mountains south of Liao yans. It is 
one of the most beautiful regions I have seen «sg yet. If the 
Chinese goverment was more enlightened, they ought to make it e 
motional park where no man would be allowed to cut trees dow, 
which they are doing already sadly and I am afraid that this 
beauty, too, will have diaappeared some day, like so much here in 
China. If one begins to think of 211 the plants that hsve been 
extemminated here in China and what beautiful things there might 3 
have bean among them one feela very sad. 

A novelty to me in the mountains was to see beautiful 
white paeonies growing wild between scrub growth and on grassy 


spots or to see a snowball (Birunum opulus) overhang a creek bed 
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and give the impression as if some artist had planted it there, 
BY the way, these snowballs, although single, are far more bril-~ 
liant white than those in cultivetinm, The virgin soil and fresh 
Mountain air may account fer it. 

Yes, I see mach but I heave to keep a whole lot of things 
in my memory, too, for you see, the noticing of a plant is only 
an easy thing, but te remember the exuct locality and then to get 
cuttings or scions are by to means so easy. Of the elm with semi-~ 
polmate leaves, about which I wrote to My. Imirchild, there were 
only two specimens to be found, both way up in a very steep ravine, 
but I think I can find them easily again. 

About finances, I hope the Department received my vouchers, 
furthermore I won't aay anything about this side of exploration 
work, but I expect some facilitation. 

Yes, your photo and letter I received. Didn't you get 
wy letter? I hope so. 

By this time you probably returned again from the lacifie 
Coast. Ween't the sight of the scenes of destruction in Prisco and 
eurrounding eities sickening? I saw some photos the other day of 
effects of the quake and the fire, but it must have been appalling. 

Well, to everything comes an end, even to a sheet of 
Japanese paper, so I hereby conclude with best of regards to all, 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK N. MUYER. 
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Bewehwang, Mancimria, 


June 14, '06. 


Dear Mr. Dorsett: 

Herewith I beg you to acknowledge the receipt of 2 letters, 
vis. April 2 and April 234. 

Well, first of all, 2 am glad you eseaped there any effects 
of the ‘quake which mst have been so terrible on poor old 'frisco. 
Details reach us now and then and the pictures too. But they are 
starting already to rebuild the city; well, I hardly think I would 
like to live in the place; a thing of that kind is lisble to occur 
again, It is more or less like living near a crater, an outburst 
may occur or it may not, nobody kmows. 

Yes, you say that the stamps probably got off. Well, 

My, Dorsett, I would examine the glue on the stamps of your Chico 
offide for on your letter of April 20 there were no stamps at all, 
$0 the Legation people seem to have paid 504 Mex, and on the letter 
of April 24 there is only one 5 ct. stamp and I saw the cipher 

25 on it, so theg must have paid that amount. 

Why I didn't return your letters, well, you may easily 
understand that firstly letters are not so plentifull and andly 
they may contain too important a message to be so silly as to return 
them, simply for want of postage. 

So you kept quite some seeds out of that box of seeds, well 
I wonder whether they will like it at Vashington, because they never 
wrote me a word of sending things first to you and as a result I 
only send you the things of which it is decidedly better that they 
come to your station. 
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So the citrus seeds arrived in good shape, now we'll see 
the germinating point of that paraffine treatment and then we might 
try 1t on seeds which perish easicr yet, like mangoes or mangosteens 
or cocoa beans. | 

And the rushes you got now too, eo now 2 of your 3 wishes are 
gratified; that is the yang-taw and the rush, The Manchurian walnut 
has to be sent yet, bet the trees have just been found by me in their 


wild state in the mountains 5. of Liameyeng and by going farther 
inte the interior yet, 1 am bound to find more, so keeping alive and 


well, I hope to send a lot of them this fall. 

I am very glad thet the material is mostly doing well. So I am 
not as flat a failure in shipping as was thought at first. I even see 
that you do not ses any differences between tinpacked stuff and thet — 
on the ordinary way. And aitho Mr. Fairchild too wrote me that he 
thought it a mistake to omit the tin cases, / haven't heard from him a 
word about the tincases which I shipped. The case is as I stated first. 
noi. that it is not the tincase but it is the enormous distance and 
the keeping cool. of the things. These 2 things mainly determine whether 
a cuttin: arrives dead or alive. The right kind of moisture too ia a 
factor, but it seems that some packages retain moisture better than 
others do. Well, 4 wowld like to see the stuff crow. Your territory 
there must be getting pretty full already, aint it? 

I see with regret that your mother too is far from 
well, Let me hope things have improved by this time; you would miss her 
too much, especially now. | 

Yes, my own health ie all right again, but just now I am 
in rather a bad fix, My guide and the coolie have deserted me in 


Liad-yang, on eccount of their fears for tigers and for robbers and so 
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2186, 


I am left alone, but of course I am moving heavens and earth to 

get me new men ond I have hopes to find some before long. Tes, 

this work is somewhat connected with difficulties, but it is worth 

it. | | | 
50 P,P, got himself some more land, Lordy, what can he do 

with 1t? For his quinquats perhave? By the way, I see in a letter 

dated 1995, ‘that this fruit was used locally in Santa Ama during a 

riot to stone the outlaws that tried to break thro the 20 ft. 


high wall that surrounds the P/P, vroperty and that the effect was 


terrible, many outlaws loosing eyes, noses, teeth, etc.. and one 


soft-stulled man was killed right on the spot, one of the fruits 
having pierced through the gia inte the poor devil's brains, The 
U, 8. Dept. of War has obtained the right to buy the whole output for 
5 years to come and will experiment with 4t in shelling Filipino 
villages. 


The pea-wall, another fruit of which great expectations were 


raised, has proven to be a failure, overwatering has killed them all; 


bot the tomecrab is 2 howling success, Children that have partaken of 
them can be heard wailing for miles around and it is used now all over 
the country to be given as a last refuge when castor oil or Aloe fail 
to have any effect. The P,P, descendants have patented 

of the fruit and the exact way 4t was obtained, so no plant breeder 


dares anymore to try crosses, out of which tom or other crabbs may 


f 


As a reeult of all these valuable crosses the garden where 
the diff. things grow is protected night and day by a batallion of 


Cavalry whose orders are to shoot down anyone attempting to peep 
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thro a possible crack in the ironeclad door, The grateful citizens 
of Santa Ana and surrounding country have erected a cucumbershaped 
monument in honor of P.F, with the inscriptions: tet his memory 
be as green as a cucumber. And on the other side: Here rest 
the Director of the Universal Plant Introduction and Imorovement 
Garden who ransacked this earth and all the planets surrounding 
it and who changed the climate of Santa Ana so as to grow there 
any fruit, tree, and blossom that is known to exist neve or else- 
whee. | 

The everlasting grateful 

citizens of Santa Ana 


and surrounding Country. 


Well, Mr. Dorsett, if I hadn't written such a long letter 
to Mr. Fairchild about the beautiful mountaine S. of Liapsyang, where 
at least 50 diff. species of trees and shrabs grow, 1 would like to 
tell you too something about it, but I better wait until 2 find 

another rich district, then you will hear something about it. 
I remain now with best regarcs to All, 
Yours sincerely, 
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219. 
Liao-yang, Manchuria 
dune 21, 1906. 
Dear Wr. Fairchild: 

This time IT am in Liso-yeng again, after an eight days’ 
stay in Newehwang in order to get me another guide and coolie to 
replace the two that deserted me. I had quite some trouble to 
get them, for 1t seems that the average Chinamen ise paralyzed 
with fear when he thinks of going away a couple of days from his 
home, Well, I will eee how things go with these men; the guide 
is much more intelligent but the coolie doesn’t seem to be a pro- 
fessor in mathematics; I had to pay more, too, mot exactly in 
monthly @alaries, but I have to take all their feeding and lodg- 
ing on me, | | 

Tomorrow we hope to leave by carts for Antung and go 
through some very interesting districts, that is, from s botanical — 
point of view. Some missionarics told me that although they had 
not geen anything of the country since the late wer they didn't 
think that avergthing would heve been ont down and that some years 
ago there were very strange trees and plants in the mountains 
southeast from here and northwest of Antun. And around Antung 
Heelf there are said to be gardens where they raise vecetables for 
seeds only... One man who came from that city said that things grew 
t6 e much larger size there than anywhere else. ‘There may be a 
little “Kansas Pride" in hie statements but it is worth finding 
out. | 

t received your letters of May 8 and 10. TI see with 


regret that the Juncus didn't arrive in good shape after all, but 
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perbeps they haven't all perished and If all of yours are gone, 
those I sent to Chico seem to be in better shape. 

Taleo seo your notices about weevils and caterpillars. 
Well, aa you may understani, I am not able to gat them all out of 
the seeds, If I had a settled station I would fumigste them, but 
that is pretty wed) impogsible under the present conditions, so I 
think you had better do it at Yeashington and Wr. Dorsett at Chico. 

There ig an enormous number of beetles, caterpillars, 


flies, etce., here in China and some may prove to be very destrue- 


tive when introduced. 


When I was in the Chien san scents some of the large 
Manchrian walmets were looking like sxeleten trees on account of a 
gimall jumping beetle having eaten out all the green of the leaves, 
only the veins were left. ‘Then, of the white paeonies and the 
Spiraeas all the flowers in gome loealities were eaten away by a 
large bronze beetle and on the mock orange bushes one saw here and 
there & somewhat larger variety than ours of the red spider. How 
at this time the apricots and small bush cherries are brought in 
for gale, but meny of the apricots have a tiny orange~colored worm 
in them, probably the iarvae of a moth. 5o there are plenty of 
bad bugs here in this lend. 


Today we hare having some thunder storms but otherwise 


it has been pitifully dry here and the early crops are considered 


ag ruined. Yesterday ! got some small quantities of seeds of the 


early long red and learly long white turnip. ‘hese are medium 


sized varieties which are mostly eaten stewed, but they can be 
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221. 
served also raw and sliced, to be eaten as a relish. 
Just now I wuld like to se how different things are 
Going in America. Altogether 14 is already quite a collection 
and I heath from different friends that soge things are doing 
well. 
In antung, I expect gome mail and when alive and well 
I will report things from there. 
With best regaite te all, 
Yours respectfully, 


PRANK NH, MEYER. 


PRP 5. The flies are so bad these days that one hardly knows 
how to eséape them so I mage mr letter short, for they sting one 


pretty vad. 


Antung, Manchuria, 
July 5, 1906. 
Dear Mr. Pairchild: 

Herewith I send you my accowrts for the month of June; 
aleo the salary vouchers of which I enclose four, for reason that 
the first one may not be considered right. 

A long letter will follow soon. I had expected quite 
some tail here, but to my great disappointment there is none at 
all here. 1 hardly know now what to do. Still, I hope to proceed 
again within a few days. I reelly need » new appropriation for 


these coming months. Did you send perhaps a wire message to 
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Vladivostock? I wired the day before yesterday to Peking for 
information regarding mail. I haven't hed an answer as yet. 

My trip from Liaeyeng right through the mountains to 
Antung was quite interesting, though pretty strenuous. I got 
lost one night in the mountain wilderness and as these regions 
are infested with tigers, bears, and wolves, 1 didn't spend a 
comfortable time, 

The rainy seagon has set in and the state of the roads 
is better to imagine as to describe. I found different trees and 
shrubs unknown to me, one a very ornemental one, an Oleaceae with 
large white fragrant vanicles (Syringes gumrensi g) ahi 





I also send to you the ‘ital transportation requests. 
Please have them delivered to the right person. 
Well, later on more, With best regards to all, 
Yours respectfully, 
FRAWK H, MOYER, 


Antung, Manchuria, 
July 5, "06. 
Dear Mr, Dorsett: 

Herewith I veg to announce to you the receipt of your let- 
ter of May 13. 1 hear with regret that the rushes reached you in 
bad shape. I only thought the “Koba" was overheated, but that the 
rushes were all right. Well, if totally dead, +11 bring new ones 
with me when I return to America at the beginning of next year, what 
Timpe will be realized, 

Just now a big envelope is brought in and I see there are 
2 letters in it from you dated April 27 and May 7. Well, Mr. Borsett 
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don't you overstrain yourself in writing too much, 

Thank you for your S, F, paper and the clipping. My, my, it 
mst be there. What a blessing that you people escaped every- 
thing. I hope Burbank is alive and mew, Who could ever have 
imagined that such a thing would happen in that blessed country called 
California, 7 | 

Well, the people take their lose bravely and are going to 
rebuild the city nobler and better again, 

Your mother still sick, poor Mr, Dorsett, You have your 
shares too in all Kinds of hardships. I can only wish that she speedily 
recovers and may be spared until your children do not need eo many 
more attentions. 

I see that some cuttings were pushing much when received. 
Well, 1t got too waines already these days in Shanghai. Maybe I can 
obtain new ones this winter. This pleasing tho thot the paraffinee 
packed seeds seem to be in good shape; that may give us a clue to 
ship perishable seeds from far away regions. 

You think Manchuria may be a pleasanter country as what 
China proper is. Well let us hope so anyway. I personally ‘enon that 
in Manchuria one finds at least more original growth of veeetation as in 
China, but otherwise conditions are also very strange. There is 
one thing tho', which adds gest to the work here and that is, that 
this is a dgngerous country. The morning knows not whether the even- 
ing will see one alive. Of course that is true to all of us, but 
it surely is of greater significance here than elsewhere. 

Yes, as I wrote you, I received your letter in which you said 


about the box with seeds that you took quite a few things out The 
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agricultural implements that you sent to Washington, isn't it? TI 
hear very little from Washington, “t seems that Mr. Fairchild has 
too much work to answer my questions. Well, when I return I'll 
have to find out myself that 's all, I would like tho' to have 
a look over the stuff I sent in already. I hope the country wont 
regret the expenses made for it. It does do me good to hear that 
Mr. Pieters is so well satisfied with your work ond the garden at 
Chico and that he also is gratified with my Immble labors. Yes, Mr. 
P., tho not having travelled so extensively as others mows better 
how to aopreciate one's efforts as some others do. 

I see with surprise about P,P. at Santa Ana. I thoucht 
that man had such a hold upon the Seer'yor some other people at the 
capitel that they would leave him alone, untill the very list. | well, 
if Mr. Pieters is able to clear his place up, it will save the 
coutry a whole lot of money which can be spent much better @lsewhere. 
I think that P. P. may go in the sulplmrinth business or something 
else, he got some money so what does he care. He expected it anyway, 
but Mr, Dorsett, I think he will attribute these things to you, 
don't you feel so too? Is Mark coming to you? 


Well now a little about my life these last days. As you 





saw from my letter posted in Newehwang, 1 was deserted by my guide and 
eoolie, Well, after a whole lot of bother, 1 got me 2 new men, which © 
have stuck as yet to me. The guide is an intelligent, honest chap, bat 
the coolie is a doubtful character. I wouldn't say bad, no not that, wt 
one can't depend upon him, I am afraid ''11 have to exchange him pretty 
soon for a better fellow. 


After I got me these new men, we proceeded up to Liaoyang again 
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and from there we have been travelling 10 days by Chinese carts 
over awful bad roads until we arrived here in Antung 2 days ago. 


Some of the country we passed thro is most beautiful, 


On Both sides of the roads mountains rise up, one above the 


other and one crosses time upon time beautiful little streams 
whese benks are lined with willows, poplars, alders, etc. Along 
the roads, white fragrant clematis, orange lilies pink roses, 
and here and there delicate ferns gladden one's heart. In one 
valley I passed thro! a remarkable fine grove of tall, Manchurian 


walnut. Farther down again a while section was occupied with 


wild catalpas, And then there are large birches, large and small- 


leaved oaks, spruces, pine trees in diff. species. I found cuite 
a few trees and plants never seen before by me. hether they'll 
be new or not is a question, One Actinidia, f.i. has a special 
kina of variegation on its leaves and looks in the distance like 
a bash covered with white flowers. Then a chestmut with very narrow 
leaves and covered with white flowers. Also some shrubs, one very 
ornamental and another. one very strange. Then poplars not seen 
before and willows. I allt herbarium soecimens and notes of the 
different things and when alive and well, hope to send things this 
winter, 

Some nights ago 1 was wrongly directed by some outlaws 
in the monts. and instead of going homewhard, I cot lost in the 


mountain wildernesses and ? spent a night while dripping wet, under 


_ an overhanging rock in these with tigers, bears, and wolves infested 


regions, But you see, 1 am alive yet. My experiences are becoming 


so many and they are so varied thst I could write a book about them, 
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The one day I az taken for a Russian spy and am questioned, the 
next day we lose provisions and have great trouble with some cart 
adtivers we suspect. Then again we get in an Inn, where the flees 
sea@a to be countless, or we pass amidst the rolling of the thunder 
ané the flashing of the lightning thro! gorgeous mountain valleys, 
- my Men and drivers get scared on ohaivnh of the tales about 
robbers and wild animals and they refuse to go along certain roads. 
0, so many more, too much to relate all here, 
Well, I will stop for this time. It may be a long time | 
before I write again as I have a most difficult trip before me thro! 
a strange wild land, 
T vente as ever, 
Yours sincerely, 
| | } FRANK B. MEYER, 
ss Best regards to All! 


Antung, Manchuria, 


July 12, 1906, 


Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

As you see I am still in this place. If all things had 
gone as I wished we would have left several days ago, but now it 
seems as if a couple of days will pass yet before we are able to 
go. You must mow that the rainy season has set in with full force 


and we have had rain here for three days and four nights in suc- 
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cession with the result thet a great part of the town was flooded 
and @1] traffic had ceased. Yesterday morning, though, 1t cleared 
up and we were able to leave the Inn where we had been practically 
rein-blocked all that time. I went seross the Yalu to the Korean 
side and we made arrangements to have some horses and pack animals 
ready this morning so that I could inspect them before hiring or 
buying them, but arriving thie morning again the man who would 
bring us the animals failed to show up and, as always, nobody knew 
where to find him. We went to a villege one hour's distance hoping 
to find things there tecause this town (New Ai jul) has initio 
Japenese and Korean traders as inhabitants who KNOW nothing about 
the pack animal business, but there they were so dear with their 
horses and males that I decided to go back to Antung and try another 
town. You may be a little surprised to hear why we don't take carts. 
Well, we are going through the Krean country and there all wagon 
roads have ceased to be. There sre only foot paths and such foot 
paths!! We hed to take our shoes off and march several miles tare- 
footed on account of the roads being émandated in many, many places 
and the water was sometimes two feet deep. One stays amazed at 
such conditions in countries that have been inhabited for so many 
thousands of years. A few weeks' work on such reads would bring 
them in a good state, but no, they seem to prefer this deplorable 
condition, 

I am also negotiating with another guide who speaks the 
Korean language and can be generslly useful. He speaks Kbrean and 
Chinese well and my Chinese guide speaks Chinese and "nglish so I'11 


get the information 2nd and third hand. It seems impossible to 





















li ent doseg nead eit ‘ee? ‘edoiw’ at 7 te Gs 
ee ee ee 

neenel od oF tet wut beade sao . vont sadt Ife bodeciduntes aa | 
i ig wnbithalt ont ‘bmp ke . 

2 iam tire: doag ‘bite seater eee Mee ov a sham ov bre eb le 
aries Sem mont gi ee ua 

to giitrid’ewoled mart Hagan’ Biwes + tas ve 3 rrem oidd yYeot 
Age avediiy 














- Sivew enw mem eid rt. sas gattetost ‘eka salvia fae 
“ort add i oo oo 
womX ydodea yeeewis ex bit w ‘bite 6) BoLla® ‘olamtie's oiled 


aetemat @oartels etreen site euatiny a ‘od deey oe 5a el co ‘Gans ey 


n eT gcotes 
yi a eed {hut ba went): wet abate ovusond ered? ‘vanidt hart ef 
hank Bi iw egmette a a. 

tuods gsidéves weal ody etnat idadat 88 erebmed sore baa bus ogetaqal 


tiedt déiw 1880 8 stew Yous eted? find es Ae Lents xi08q odd 


‘ vs 


tedtese Yas bas yartnd ef Sond” on oe hebtoab I stadt we Line baa soetod 3 i . 
atAs what. o'tob ow iv twee od beetuqwe sltth a ed ‘gem oY “sew | 2 
Lett of Bote id sees 

com ils ere de baa eo nao oss ayer ankea, we Wy Lek vied “4 
ore 0 ee 


tee? dase bis dhe feat yiuo eta otecd? 00 et Seeses ovad abser 





~etad a9 ila Letovee dota bas Ye eecds iwe slat of Sort oy Medtog * 
sovnlg Vaan Yen ai ‘Wetahitat igried aheot edt ze — aoe 
te donee eysde ond .geeb tec owt sombtonoe cd eta ont ae 
yaar e@ tot Seti¢adal need ovad tale selntumen abet 80k . q0 
wiias blvew ebsor doen we vow .tes90y 40% 4. stat 30, heconive 


eldexoign’ # ae nereng, od e908. 





4a ptta oon ot atehes God Gabe Tite See 

oat Mes one | ebm roddon a rs 
tas hon wieage ot, shee Liss 
editors “prt CR wiht sang! Be 4 


LOT ee eB Lat bate eeonta on sblirg 





he iii es 


224, 
obtain a Xorean who is intelligent and speaks Imglish, too. ‘They 
are a remarkably stupid and dull race and men and women look se 
much alike that I mistuke them every time for one another. I% 
seems moO wonder any more to me that Japan has taken their whole 
country. Sven now one sees 4 small Jap slap a large Xorean in the 
face and the fellow doesn't do a thing back. Very strange! 

I suppose you received the letter with the accounts for 
the month of June which I sent you about six days ago. I expected 
also some mail from you but although I got some mail from Peking, 
there wag mothing among it from Washington. So either a letter 
didn't arrive as yet, or is lost. Well, I will proceed now to 
Viadivostock and surely there I will find some directions how to 
handle the money matters especially. If a new appropriation has been 
albowed, all right. If not, all wrong. But as I have given up 
worrying about financial matters, I won't let these things bother 
me any more. 

Now, I will give you an account of my ten days' journey 
through the mountains from Liao~yeang to Antung. We started June 23 
at 6 AsM. from Liao~yang and our outfit consisted of two strong 
Chinese carts, one drawn by two large mules and the other by three 
somewhat smaller ones, but they were all pretty strong animals. We 
were with five people; viz., the guide, one coolie, two drivers and 
myself. Well, we went for ten days (including stop~overs in places 
of interest from a collector's point of view) over mountains and 
through valleys. Sometimes we followed the course of a stream for 
& comple of days and crossed its waters perhaps ten or fifteen times 


during one day and then again we were high up in the mountains and 
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- $oo0k w road which ran along deep precipices and where we had to . 


use the greatest care in descending, for the moment the mules had 
gotten out of hand, the whole outfit would have gene down to the 
bottom sonewhere. 

The country as 4 whole ia wild, but beautiful, but the 
solitude is rather great. Often we didn't see another cart for a 
whole day and the villeges slong the roads had sometimes only a 
handful of people who deemed it their duty to collect all at the 
Inn to see the forcign beast who hed just arrived! And that the 
Chinese are curious, nobody will deny, out when one arrives in the 
evening wet and tired and one hae te undress, wash, eas and drink 
and sieep before the whole multitude, that is rather more than s 
man dan stand, I sometimes told my guide thet if they paid ten 
cents apiece they could look «at me the whole time, and when he tola 
them so, then I went around with a plate te collect the money, but 
they only laughed and some of the more intelligent people left, but 
the others kept on staring and staring. And sometimes w had 
depanese come in, too, and these were in some respects worse yet. 
“hey even looked into one’s baggege and «hen they see the rubber 
sponge in my satchel the very first thing is to take it and try it 
on their face. ‘the women especially do that and one even wanted 
me to give it to-her or cut it im half and give her the half, ea 
wish which I couldn't gratify for cponges of any description are 
nowhere to be had here, ubber generally is an article which moet 
of the people here have never seen and whether it is the sponge, 


a rubber bend or the air whhh of the camera all these things never 
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fail to arsuse the utmo at amasement at first, followed by hilarity. 

Tho way one hae to spend the night in these Inns is rather 
strange to ue. All sleep together in the cane large room, all laying 
on the trick bedsetead which ig built along the well and sleeping is 
not very perfect in euch = room where the food is cooked, too, and 
where dogs, pigs, chickens and other enimals have free admission 
during the day time. At night the different bugs come out and pester 
one and 1% is hopeless te mtch them and when complaining about them 
the people lewh and say, "Well, weli, they like a foreigner, too," 
and I think they are inwardly very gied that they bite a foreigner 
#0 well, for then it gives them themselves & greater rest. If you 
ever hear of a perfect bug nedtcine, sable it over to me. It ig 
worth cabling. 

Well, now, a little about the most important part of thie 
trip; the finding of plants, Whether I heve found anything new is 
doubtful, but f saw some trees and shrubs which I never met as yet 
in gultivation; that is, in my own personal experience, Om the next 
page I will mantion them. 

le A shrub or small trea somestimesa which bears Large 
white pantoles of whieh the individuel fls. are small, but as the 
bushes bear many spikes, the effeet is very fine. Fhe leaves of 
thie shraub look somewhat like those of a iflac, but are smaller and 
thd wood looks more lixe that of the ligustrum, Tt ig am Ohepcese. 

. t looked over Srett Schneider yesterday and I think the plant in 
question is biguetrins amurensip., %0 it is weil known already. 


It is even in the Arnold Arboretum. 
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227. 
2 A low somewhat trailing shrub, found in ome spot near 
Fong whan shen. ‘The leaves are rather large, somewhat heiry, and 
the flowers were, although not full grown yet, of a curious form 
which I had never seen before. I can't consider it 2s & very orna- 
mental plant im the way I saw it, but still 1% may be worth crowing. 


In looking through Srett Sehmm@ider I found the name Plegiospermum 


ginense froma plant found by Dr. Rose in Manchuria end T almost 


think it is this plant. 

%. The Sophora~like tree mentioned in former Letters as 
found in the Chien shan Mountaing, the forest around the East Tomb 
near Makdem and now also found hereéagnin, this time in bloom, seems 
to be Cladrastis amurensig. So it is well cnown already but still, 
I hope to send a whole lot of seed from it, for it is well worth 
growing and the lumber from it is a most durable wood used here to 
make fine furniture from and to make bridges of because it seems 
very Little liable to rotting. The wood locks somewhat like that 
of the yellow locust (Robinia pseud-acacia). 

4. A low-growing, narrowleaved cheestmt tree bearing a 
profusion of whitish blossoms. ‘This eastanem looks cuite different 
from the kinds [ have acen yet. It my be only a variety of the 
common kind, but it is a nice tree, vell worth growing. TI only 
found it in ore valley as yet, which is very much out of the way. 
Indeed, it wis only by accident that I came onto it. After having 
spent « night in the mountains I came along the trees while trying 
to find the way home. 

5S. An Actinidia which has a most curious variation; parts 


of some of the leaves have assumed « silvery color or white and one 
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RES. 
plant in «a mall canyon had even purple and pink tints, just like 
the Caladiuns do. I never knew that nomtropical plants could 
produce this kind ofa variation. “ell, these are the novelties 
to me, although they may be all welleknowmn. “he mountains are 
very rich in trees ani practically all the trees and shrubs men 
tioned for the Ghien shan Mountains near Liao-yang occur here, 
too, and quite a whole lot more beside. 
| Here I meh, for instance, for the first time in China, 

the spruce and bég trees some of them were, the elder, « swmc, 
the Acanthopanax ricinifolia, » Cappinug, narrow~-lcaved chestnut+ 
oaks and some maples of which I counted five speciss and one is 
trifoliate. 

The altitudes of some of these mountains are pretty high. 
I think they come close to the 4000 foet, go that explains why ever 
spruces grow in this country. ‘Some birches too reesch large sizes 
and remind ome of northern countries, 

¢ Manchurian waimts grow here and there to perfection 
and we passed through one grove where the trunks of them were extra- 
ordinary heavy ani the effect of #11 the feathery leaves above was 
very impressive. 

ve passes one large grove of Catalpas but the flowers of 
thie kind are of «a yellowish color and omall, so the plant io of 
no value except s¢ » leaf-tree., What species can this be? 

One of the most graceful trees met is the Phellodendron 
‘amurenge. A tree of a hundred years or so is extremely character~ 
istic with ite corky trunk and ite graceful feathery leaves on long, 


drooping bDranches and generally growing in one direction. It deserves 
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ERG. 
to be planted in parks much more than has been done up till the 
present. 

In poplars T saw two kinds of which I hope to obtain eut- 
tings this winter, for they look new to me. One kind fruited go 
heavily that 1% looked us if there was snow om the trees. ‘There 
is also one kind of willow, very broadc~leaved. I enclose a Little 
branch of it. 

Some of the shrubs were quite nice. “he most striking 
one was the Sambucus racemosa, some of them loaded with bunches of 
starlet berries, thon a Lonicera, looking like lL. Morrarowl, also 
covered with beautiful red berries. ‘the bush cherry grows wild and 
I saw not less than four kinds of wild plums, but all except one 
with smil] sour fruit. “here are big wild apricot trees scattered 
throughout the mountains, but moat of them had no fymittat ell on 
them, 

Some of the rocks on the north side are covered with Boston 
ivy (AmpeLopet o Veitehii) and there also ia a saxifraga growing on 
the morth side in the rooks, which looks in the distance Like a large 
ampeLopsisa, but on coming closer one sees what it is. 

One is surprised to ses so many nice flowers along the 
penteidias trailing white roses Like cherokee roses, and pele red 
bush roses, orange lilies im two kinds (one with straight upright 
and the other with drooping (turned up petals) flowers}, one pink 
Lily (ver rare), and one upright white one, and one blue trailing 
one, and ons yellow trailing one (this last one not ornamental). 


I algo observed two species of Hemmrocallis. Let me also mention 
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230, 

that one finds here and there beautiful ferns and selaeginellas, 
even a kind of adiantbum was seen by me hich up in the mountains, 
in a dark earpinus forest. There is aleo a chestnut oak here, soe 
Closely resembling a chestnut that when made into herbarium speci- 
mans and not having flowers or fruits, one can't mace distinction 
between the two. 

fo find all these different plants I went through a whole 
lot of different experiences. The most umpleasant one wag to have 
to sleep under a rock in the mountain wildernesses infested with 
wild animals. I believe I mentionad this already. ‘ell, another 
funny case woe when the Japanese soldiers took me for a Russian spy 
and they even put an armed guard at the entrance of the room, 
probably to shoot us down im case of trouble. ‘ell, After an officer 
had seen the passport and a fellow who shook me up out of a sleep 
had apologised, the whole bunch went away, but one fellow who kicked 
my guide didn't want to give his name and skipped out. A few times, 
too, I had trouble with the cowardice of the drivers who refused to 
go along certain roade on sceount of having heard that there were 
robbers around. “ell, that part of the show is the most disagreeable. 
I mean these outlaws that roam around. I @an assure you that it is 
quite a strain upon one's nerves always to be on one’s guard. of 
courme, I had some experience in these matters in Mexico, but still, 
there I was only alone and didn't carry such a lergé amount of money, 
but here where I have practically to take care of four men beside 
myself and vhere I have several hundred dollars in silver with me, 


it is quite different. I walk most of the time so when the carts 
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are ina low valley I try to get high up so as to overlook the 
situation and when going througzh mountain passes I proceed ahead 
and do scouting work. uring these ten days I haven't been a 
minute without a loaded revolver, but heppily I didn't have to use 
except when out that one night in the mountains, Then I fired a 
shot underneath the rock for it was too dark already to see whether 
there were any snimals, but there proved to be one and I fired 
another shot inte a wild side canyon where a strange ghostly light 
was shining, but it remained constant and was probably due to the 
phoephorescense of decaying matter. 

One night, though, near Sa mai tai, a moted region for 
robbers, when we were all layins om the Kang or brick bedstead 
in the Inn, we heard a heavy knocking on the door and some shouting 
Voices outside. Well, they blew the light out inside and then it 
was quiet for a few mimutes, but then at once a shot followed and 
then one more and of course, in less than no time I wis up and out 
in the back yard with the revolver resdy for business, but soon 
the son of the innkeeper came in rather frightened looking and said 
that they had killed a dog. ell, we accepted this matter, although 
I don’t think thet one of us believe it. I looked around the next 
morning but there were no signs of a dog or anybody shot, so I 
think the innkeeper, finding out thet some nightly visitors were 
around, fired st them, for I was told thet he was some kind of a 
rural policeman. That sound sleeping under these conditions is 


not very likely is easy to be understood. 
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232. 

T had only one moeting with some of these outlaws, but 
they didn’t atteck me, although they pointed out the wrong road 
to me, knowing that by following it I would come in almost impas- 
sable regions, and probably would return, but no, I waen'’t so 
silly; but one thing is certain, that the next time when I go in 
these mounteins I take severe] armed men with me, I mean just in 
thet particuler spot, that is, the gorgetus, wild, magestic mountain 
range back of Fong whan shen. I think it a big disgrace to the 
Chinese government not even to be able to clear these pests out. 

I had some talks with Chinese about it, but they say that most of 
these sutlaws wear soldiers uniforms and then when they don’t catch 
them redhanded, they have no proof that they are robbers and let me 
add one thing, and thet is thet in the lonesome regione the farmers' 
business seems to get sometimes somewhat monotomous and then ag oe 
past time some of our Chinese heyseeds take the robber busines@ up 
and I think & whole village knows it, but profiting in some way or 
another from these outlaws, they keep things seeret. But a progres- 
sive government would <now how to deal with euch «a village. 

In obtaining seeds of economic plants, I haven't been 
lucky as yet. I only got some poppy seed but even that only after 
having asked at least 12 or 14 poppy growers who did not heve it. 
fhe country has suffered, of course, from the war, so everything is 
as yet not entirely in working order and om account of the military 
occupation they seem to have sold all surplus to the troops and 
the result ie th.t nobody seems to have any seeds left, except some 
old sorghum seeds and nome nondescript beans. in fell time I will 


have to do this part of the work. 
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233. 

During nearly every dey of the journey we had more or 
lesa rain and very dull weather, for the rainy season has set in | 
all over and many, mny a time I wanted to take & photogravh but 
the climatic conditions wouldn't allow me to carry out my desire. 
Still, I hope I was successful in obtaining «a few interesting views. 

I made quite a few herbarium specimens but I find out 
that to do that work successfully I must have more men and a drying 
apparatus with me for in the moist sultry weather one is not able 
to dry his specimens and the result ie that my materfal spoils 
before it is dry. And we will have this rainy season for about 
six or eight weeks, so there is little hope for us. 

Well this coming trip along the Yalu and Tumen rivers and 
through grand wild mountains will be full of interesting adventures. 
It is practécally an unknown country and I haven't met one man as 
yet who could give me some advice about it. If I can keep my mon 
in good spirits and if our adventures are mot of the worst character, 
then everything will be all right and sometime in August or perhaps 


September, if the rainy season proves to be too hard on us, I hope 


to be in a white man's city again and be in » climate that equals 


Rastern Canada. Surely things from there will be hardy 211 over. 


It may be that I can't extend my trip as far North as Habarowsk for 


the winter sets in very soon in that northern country and I have to 


collect a whole lot of material in South Menchuria this fall and if 
my own ideas come true, I will also have to © quite some collecting 
down South. 


T‘ll keep in touch if possible with the Legation in Peking. 
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£54. 
I will try to let them know, if possible, where I am so in case 
you might not hear in a very long time from me, the minister might 
be able to tell you where he heard last of me. But I think things 
will go OK. 
Good-bye to all. 
Yours respectfully, 


PRANK N. MCYER. 


PeSe Prom Vledi vostock to Peris is nowadays about 17 daya, 
thence to Washington, D.C. about 6, so about 26 days. So if 
you haven’t gotten a Idter by the first of October, or let me- 
say the 15th of October, then I may have met with some accident. 

I was intending to send you some seeds from here and 
to Chico, but the post oftice is thet of the Japanese military 
field post and i$ sccepts only letters, A Chinese post office 
will be established some time thie century. 

About fruit culture, I didn't say a word as yet for the 
simple reason there is none, Here and there a wild pear or a wild 
apricot ie left standing from the original growth, but otherwise 
the country is too recently settled for the most part to have given 
the Chimse the necessary time to go inte oreharding, for thinge 
take time here, 

Yhere are nice fruits for sale here in the market. Peaches, 
large yellow plume and several varieties of apricot. Upon inquiry 
I learn they are all imported by Chinese jJunis from Chefoo. That 
part of China seeme to be worth exploring, i.c., the Shuantumg Province. 


I was also told a seedless Chinese date exists there, growing near 
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£35,. 
Chi nan fu, the capital... 
Enclosed are three money slips which really should heve 
been in the first latter, but I forgot to enclose them. 
Good~bye. 


Pelisl'e 


Keng-ko, North Korea, 
| August 7, 1906. 
Dear Wr. Pairchil ds 

If this letter reaches you, you will see that I am alive 
yet notwithstanding many, many adventures of all kinds. 

The journey is taking far more time than I thought it would 
and I am not out of the country yet. The seasons for the slow 
progress are: the immense physical difficulties of the country 
which we have to overcome. This whole northern Korea is simply 
one mags of mountains inbersected with mostly narrow valleys and 
here ani there a broad or a narrow river flow: in a thougand bends. 

One day we crossed three high mountain ranges and we 
went across a river 25 times. And gome of these rivers are pretty 
dangerous to cross. In one we had to undress entirely and when 
we were in that part where the current was strongest one had to 
use the greatest of care in not being thrown off his feet. My 
guide _ swept off but he soon came to stend again. 

I have & map of this country on which some cart roads 
are marked, but that is the biggest lie out. In vain one looks 


for a road broader tian 2 or 3 feet. And the trails in the moun- 
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236, 
tains are so dangerously near the edges and most times so narrow 
that one is amazed that not more accidents happen. 

We had one accident of a rather serious neture on account — 
of the narrowness of the trail. When we were close to Pyoh -Tong, 
going along the mountainside a couple of hundred feet above the 
Yalu, the first horse backed out and came head over tail rolling 
down the very steep mountainside. Just before reaching the water 
he came on his feet agein, but a large box with povisions went 
in the river. In less than mo time I ws in the water and before 
the very strong current was able to catch me or the box I had 
gotten hold of it and with a few strokes of swimming it was in 
safety. 

The horse estapei practically unhurt save for some scratches, 
but some of my things were broken and we had to search for a couple 
of hours before everything was recovered, for the horse in his fall 
crushed a box containing cooking utensils and such things as one 
uses every day, like cups, salt, vegetables, ete. These things were 
strewn all over the mountainside and the vegetation being rather 
weedy and dense, caused us lots of trouble in recovering things. 

These <orean horses sre quite smill, but they are very 


vicious. “heir temper is somewhat lice thet of our mules, but mules 


kick only, and these horses bite fiercely, too. One of the drivers 


got very badly bitten in the right hand. I dreseed the wound as 
well as i could, but it should have been sewed up, but I never 
received letkong in high surgery so the poor chap had to be con- 


tented with our small efforts. 
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2357. | 
This Korean country is totally different from any other 
country in the world. U@verything seems to be done in amsther way 


than elsewhere. ‘The people, for instance, are all dressed in 


—_ —= 


white, some clean, most of them not, but still ell are in white. 

In their houses the whole floor is heated, in most of them the 

year around. The entrances in the rooms ae like windows, so 

7 small, that one has more or less to crawl in. The food is totally 

different, too. Rice is the national food and mostly it is a poor 

| kind of red rice boiled together with some crushed beans, Cucumbers 

| are the most fevored vegetable ond at one meal one gets them pre~- 

| pared in 3 or 4 ways; i.e., cucumber soup, salted cucumber, fregh 
sliced cucumber and cucwiber water. From a beby who is hardly able 
te walk up to old gray~haired mon, eveybody sats cucumbers and 
preferably unpeeled. Tea is unknown here so the national drink Is 
water. Bute-«now we come to a most interesting fact~uthey consume s 
all their foods and drinks out of brass bowle and cups. And there 
seems to be very little bowel trouble around. How these people 
have come to learn that copper is a good preventive for bawel trouble 
would be worth finding out. 

‘hey all dress in clothes made of hemp fibre (Gannabis 

| sativa) and it is all hend woven. ven their sandals are mide of 

| hemp fibre and very strong they are. To get very white fibre they 

| cut the hemp young, just before it comes to bloom and put the hemp 

| steme in a Glosed clay oven and heat them for some days. Then the 
bark comes off very exsily and with = little wishing out is ready 
to be dried and used. 


fhe main crops here in the north are Sorghum in some 
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238, 

varieties, small millets, wet rice, different varieties of soy beans, 
maise and buckwheat. Here and there one grows some potatoes, but 
it isa rare crop. ‘thetr vegetables are cucumbers, pumpkins, chili 
peppers, onions and a poor weedy cabbage. Garden beans are also 
tts mostly for the dry beans, though. 

Fruits are absolutely unknown. Here and there one sees 
a wild pear or a wild plum, but they don't cultivete any. 


As & dye plant the Polygonum tinctorium is grown sparsely. 






As an of] plant the Perille oxymoldes is geen in great 
quantities. | 

4s @ fibre plant the Cannabis is all important and is 
geen all over. ‘“‘verybody crows o patch of it. ‘the Abutilon Avi-~ 
sennae is seen here and there but doesn’t seem to be in much favor. 

A plant of great importance with the Koreans is the 
tobacco. They give it the best place in their fields and as the 
whole race is addicted to exsessive use of tebacco, they have large 


patches of it. The Hicotians sinensis and the %. fobsacum are both 





grow, the latter somewhat more than the former. ‘They have some 
very large leaved varietica of the former which I never saw before 
until mow. fF haven't been able yet to obtain seeds of it for this 
race lives by the day. They don't save any seeds for a bad year or 
so, Oh, RO, let the day of tomorrow take care of itself. Im agri- 
cultural seeds, too, the sow everything at once and if some ie left, 
mix it up with other seede and eat if. Now, the new crops are 

not ripe yat so there its nothing to be had, 


Now, I come to the wild plants which I saw on different 
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R39» . 
trips, To begin with I may gay that considering the great expenses 
and hardships, the harvest is not as good as might be wishe@. If I 
had been born fifty years eatlier I could bring many novelties with 
me, but as it is now, others have been eters MG» 

The flora up here is very mach like in South *anchuria 
where I wea few months ago. It is entirely northern in aspect. 
Fines sre the most common among the trees and birches, lindens, 
maples, Cladrastia, chokecherry, pears, poplars, elms, willows, 
oaks, and ashes occur, too, all over. Spruces are very rare and 
alders, too. Of the last I have seen only one group, but they 
were magnificent old trees, juet like old camphor trees. A few 
Gays ago. t saw for the first time an Asanthopanax ricinifolia in 
full bud and it mde a very striking impression to see such a large 
leaved tree of a rather big size coveréd with white umbels. 

I found a few trees and shrubs which are unknown to me 
and I collected herbarium material from them which I will send up 
when I reach a place more in gontact with civilization than here 
in this town. 

One grase t found which ia very valuable for lawns needing 
practically no mowing and miking a fine dark green turf. This is, 
if not known already, a fine acquisition. I got a smill quantity 
of seeda from it. 

A queer thing is that the blackberrics are red. ‘There are 
¢wo different species growing wild, with leaves looking lixe black- 
berries but ved fruited. They are both worth experimenting with as 


the size and flavor are not bad. 
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240. 

There are several species of Arolia growing in the 
mountains. One hee leaves 3 or 4 feet long. I take it for 
Arolis mandshurica. 

In some parts of the higher mountain vallegs one sees 
& mass of beautiful scarlet lilies intermixed with graceful blue- 
bells. tower down whole slopes are blue with the large flowered 
blue cups, Platy codom grandiflorum. ‘the people collect the 
fleshy roots of this plant and eat them bolled for food. In some 
of the rocky ravines one's eyes feast upon the beautiful feathery 
maeses of 


yirnea sorbifolia, which with ite large pure white 





spikes, makes a fine effect. Another Spiraea (Probebly 3. racemosa) 
has red spikes and covers large territories. Along the roadsides 
one frequently notices a clump of the brilliant lychnis Haageana 
with its fire+red flowers, 

In the first days of my journey, close to Ai~djou we 
frequently came across big wild apricot trees of quite a different 
type than other apricots. The whole tree was larger in every 
respect except fruits which are bitter and small. One trunk 
messured ten feet eireumference and fT think the tree can be used 
in our parks s8 4 shade tree. I got seeds of a few, 

Up to the present I heven't seen any primaeval forest 
yet, for the “yreans are like the Chinese. ‘they hate to leave a 
wild tree grow. But they don’t grub the roots out like the Chinese 
do. They are too inactive or too weak for that, but they burn a 
whole area over sib they need it for agricultural purposes. In 
a few lage though, Y hope to be in these regions where no man has 
used an axe yet. They teli me the big lumber is still to be found 


there, 
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Hot all of the journey up till now I made by horses. 
Wo, from Pyah~Tong to Tohasan we did by. junk, But that is the 
first and the last time that they catch me in a junk on the Yalu, 
for the journey which is only two days by horses took us eight 
daya. If the junkmen hadn't lied to us about the shortness, I 
would never have gone, but they said, 0, i% will be three or four 
days. Well, as the heat in the mountains was very great, so great 
indeed, thet our stesarine candles melted in all shapes, and as 
the tracks were reported to be washed out in many places, I 
decided to take the watercourse, It was considerably cheaper, 
too, for for the junk we paid 25 Yen and had some food beside, 
while the horses cost each about 4 Yen per day and as we need 6 
horses that is a whole lot of money. These horses sre fright~ 
fully dear here in this country, They want from 40 to 5O Sen per 
10 14. {about 3 miles). Well, ag one makes from 20 to 30 miles 
per day you gee the expenses are quite high. I generally pay them 
by the day for they juggle so much with these li's or make them 
shorter or longer to suit themselves, that I got tired of it. 
One has plenty of seanhiee with these horsemen, I assure you that. 
They are mostly an ignorant lot of men who don't know how to handle 
their own horses, This whole Korean people is effeminate and one 
can see it especially in their fear for horses, I wouldn't say 
tha$ they are a bad race, Ch, no, far from it, they are really 
wellebehaved and gentle, but lack of intercourse with other people, 
unwholesome food and perhaps more. Gauses have made them now a weak, 


impotent race. 
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Well, when going by Junk we passed in the Yalu some 
large refts with fine lumber, sil coming from the upper Yalu. on 
some of them they ha@ twelve men employed in rowing and steering 
and they had little houses on them in which the fellows slept and 
ate. Some of these houses were covered with the bark of apparently 
a large spruce. Well, I soon hope to see these trees, now. 

My intentions are to eo from here to the famous Pai-shan 
or “hite Mountain, which is over 8,000 feet high and then go north 
east along the Tumen River until I come out st the Coast. If think 
that s 20 days or so will bring me pretty close to 4t and f will 
be @glsd to get in contact with efvilization agein for here one is 
cut off from the world. 

I do not send you my accounts for the month of July from 
this place for I do not know whether the mails are astirely safe 
and if lost, I couldn't get all these receipts back any more. 

My writing is perhaps mot very well readable, but you 
have to excuse me for that for I am sitting on the floor and have 
for a table an old box and it is rather low. 

When I was in the junk, I got quite sick for the sanitary 
conditions were far from ideal and the food abominable. I had a 
heavy fever and bowel trouble. I am slowly impyeving now and when 
the weather is getting cooler I will be all right again. If I 
hadn't taken some strong medicine like Chlorodyne and Laudanum, I 
would have been in pretty bad shape now, but these things checked 
the bowel trouble and then the fever left by itself. 

When in civilisation again T hope to taste some nice 


fruits and vegetables, for here there is nothing. I often envy 
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you people in having now such nice watermelons, peaches and grapes. 
Could we but get some here’. | 
Well, with the best wishes to all, I om, 
Yours respectfully, 
FRANK N, MEYER, 
Hong-kyong, Korea, 
Sent. 4, '06. 

Dear Mr. Dorsett: 

Slowly do I emerge again from the wilderness, after a most stren- 
uous journey of ‘heavens knows how long. ‘When in more civilized conditions, 
I hope to write you a longer message. Goodbye, now, 

Yours sincerely, 
FRANK H, MEYER 
Hoieryang (or Gui-ling,) Korea, 
September 4, 1906, 
Dear Mr, Pairchilds 

This time I have reached a post offi¢e again and I will avail 
myself of thie opportunity to let you Imow that I am alive yet and well, 
| and that I am slowly emerging from the wilderness after a strenuous jour- 


ney of I don't know how many weeks. 


| 


This trip takes far more time than I expected and the end isn't 
| here yet. The roughness of the country makes travel slow and then one 
can't even obtain all the time the necessary outfit to travel with, Like 
now I am waiting again a whole day to get a few bull carts, 

I will not make this a long letter for 1 will wait until I have 
reached meglons where I have a table and chair and can overlook my 
notes in quietness and not like now sitting on my camp bed with a 


board on my kmees in a dark méd-plastered room with hundreds of flies 
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inside and a miltitude of Koreans and Japanese outside watching 
every pen stroke I make. I assure you thet the fun has gone off long 
since from being the first or the only white man in a town, | 

Zi will tell you, though, a little about the Journey from 
Kanko where I wrote you to this place. Im all it took us 26 days to 
come here and for many days we travelled through primeeval forest, one 
time even three days in one stretch and we camped at night in log cabins 
which had been erected for hunters! use. These forests are splendid, 
They consist mostly of larches, then follow seumen, pines, and lindens, 
birches, poplars and gigantic willews are found in patches or as soli- 
tary specimens and they attain the seme enormous sizes as the conifers to; 
from 100 to 150 feet tall. I measured larches that had a diameter of 
four feet, five feet above the ground and by counting the annual rishts of 
some of the cut down giants I found that most of the trees are between 120 
and 180 years old.. Tremendows forest fires rage at times and so we travel- 
led sometimes several days through burned areas. A pitiful sight it is, 
bat one can see the sun the sky, a thing which is well-night impossible 
in the unburned forest. To explore the primaeval forest is simple in- 
possible. There is generally only one trail through it and as soon as 
one goes off that trail one is in the entanglement of vines, fallen and 
dead trees, undergrowth, peat bogs, mud holes and Heavens know what else. 
And if one should go too far and not be able to find the trail back, 
pitiful is his position! Traffic is exceedingly slight (some days we 
didn't see a single mean or beastjand food is not to be found, neither 
Water, unless only at a few places, so one would simply perish and 


one's bones wouldn't be found even, 
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There is an awful gloom in these forests. Birds are 
absent and the quietness is almost suppressive, Even the drivers 
of the horses come under the impression and our caravan proceeded 
in absolute silence, only broken by the noise of breaking branches 
of trees or by the sound of the horses’ hoofs touching rocks or 
tree stumps in the Rene, Sometimes @ monarch of the forest had 

fallen right across our trail and then we had to mike big detours 
te keep clear of him. 

In regard to the finding of new plants, I haven't been 
ag suotessful as I wished. The flora of this country is remarkably 
similar to that of VYorthwestern “wrope so most plants are well known. 

In another letter I will describe these matters more 
fully for I have to look over the hundreds of herbarium specimens 
I collected and in this mad room 7 have barely space to turn. 

So, with best regards to all IT remain 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK HN. MEY UR. 


Viadivostock, Siberia, 
September 14, 1906. 
Dear Mr. Pairchil ds 
At Last I arrived in this place, and so I am partly back 
| ngein in oiviligation, even if it isn't American. I received lots 
| of mail from you which I will answer within a few days. I got a 


letter from the American Minister mentioning the wording of the 
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telegram. All right, that tekes a burden off. 
Well, later one more. With best regards to all, I am 
Yours respectfully, 
FRANK N. MeYER. 


Via. divoesteck, Siberia, 
September 20, 1906, 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: | 
Tt is already several days ago since I landed here, but 
the long journey I have behind me and the primaeval conditions Tf 
have lived in fon about three months have made such an impregston 
upon my brain that it is only with creat difficulty that IT am able 
%o write. I feel like taking a long rest among an Pnglish spe king 
community so as to offset again these impressions of primaevel life, 
but of course, thet is out of the question here, for here in 
VLadivostoek there is a mere handful of “mglish speaking people. 
Nearly all of the whites are Pussiane with several Cermans thrown 
in, and the nonwhite populetion consists of a strange mixture of 
ell mces from the Orient, indluding even Tuorka and Persians. 
How, my knowledge of Russian is only slight and it is a 
very difficult language to learn, so you may understand that f 
don’t feel entirely at home and I wouldn't be « bit sorry If I 
wags on good old Americen soil agein. 
‘Well, I will first answer your letters before going fur- 
there I received nine in ail. One was a duplicate, thoush. They 
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were dated as follows; May 14, 15, 17, 19, 28, June l, 2 (in 


duplicate) and the last one June 7. Yours of Way 14 is the “bess” 





| of the bunch for quantity as wll as for quality, and I was very 
| pleased to read it through even a couple of times and as such, I 
| surely do not agree with the statement you jokingly made at the 
end of the letter, that ite perusal would spoil a whole forenoon. 
Iam only afraid it prevented you from doing perhapa a better 
work during that part of the day you gave up to it. 

I see with regret that the free seed distribution has 
still to be contimed. Yes, if that smug sum of money could have 
been used for exploring work and for introduction of new things 
the U. 3, would have been the greatest gainer. 

By this time IT suppose you received all my vowehers for 
the past fiseal year. Are they all right? 

As I mentioned on the postal, I received a letter from 
the Finieter at Peking antsamdion that a telegram had arrived for 
me reading: “American Legation, Peking, Prank Meyer, Authovization 
renewed. Wilson," This was very good news, for suppose the thing 
hadn't been renewed? I was already in the wilds of Korea at the 
tine the telegram arrived and IT didn't emerge until now in the 
middle of September. So if it hadn't been renewed all the heavy 
expenses I ineurred of late would have Gome out of my own pocket. 
I think the next time, though, I would like to have a surer base 
to proceed om as the one [ trusted to this time. 

I notice your remarks concerning larger quantities to 


be sent in. Well, Mr. Fairchild, that is a difficult question, 


—_- 


Of most of the seeds I have sent I couldn't obtain larger quantities. 


| Mapedt edd ah al te eral PP ont eats 


” 


epee oe i pO ¥: 

k a i RE i Oa Sle is 
| eae # ; ou) a i ‘a? a oe . ys 
Ds te : ee Lee vat en ie oe 
ut 4 iat 
a ae eh iy ' J Ya 
wis + ah 

a el F 
ay 
ieee en: 

he 3! 








Sates ia 


wth @ 4f omab os. oh sh eh be ee 


visy saw Tt in i’ i 





02 sadior ee etttaa aot toast » oer? 
bp eae 


seh Aes 
+ 


T <dtowe en bmawonis Le elewoo # seve owed a baat 


ei 


























oud te ebm tly baat Ov taomesate ork ag by 





<mooneno? eforw & Lhoge DLrew Lawsrs03 wih tinal dato ons 20 eo Me 
+” 


stotted maaan wettep age soy Besdevens ot phate Ylto: ae a 
Tat ch an eens oy Yb onlt Yo Hog teas ates sor 


‘aed nob wetaiate bees sea? oats tadd fawex ddiw oon i: Galheds 3 
ear Hpalar mh teat 
weed blaoe Yoon. To “we pans basis tt peel a ‘ot Sciial 

wit he a + } 

“ends wod to wotsoubosin? a0? hue arcs oattrofaxo 0% boas seed 

ee ee) ae 

vient am, tevtuors ode ned eved A kirow & .0 oft 
tat aed cit gy fe en a? 
net piel . Ee bev Lege wou ee oggre 7 r ente Reape wo EDM q 
fe 3 rl a vee ~ meq es 
‘iat La vould oa mere “fee ft deed 8 bi oo fag 
nigh. F. eee FT weet bea _ oy 
est mate 4 bovieoot 1 elateca « Ai ao Hott Boot r Bue nee 
ey! ab ee athieneias ty 

‘gee bov iris oat noegstod a tede wel oewenate wr bet oad teteinit edt 
ahh tg MM TR te ted 

no Han tants roy ana cet eo 1acae ceil ‘tye bbsot oni 

meotecr hey, 
gubdé ont seams x02 sea bows (ier naw eidr “,200lt stevens 
) taw off Yodfe yoo 
“edd ja aor ci te ebiie ait ni vooorin sam I “tbewenot need dt’ abad — 
(egee et tpuntoet. galt Rite git 
“gut ab won ‘te grea “Padnh 1 bits bev ivan starye Let odd omit i 
tigive gt. see? pom tie ‘ ; 

qwaosdt oat Ls bowenss od ‘Fado $k tt 2 stodmpdge® te fbb tas 
pa eas Lee Ve a : 

-tatoug awe we ‘Se tou ‘ono ovad hdunw bonny to Sevcnit I 





munree oe ae ee ° 
exc ewe 4 oad ‘od oaike Biron <  gomte aon ott sak 


rrrong: gh we “b «S34 bight Ce eae Se seein aie : 
: : eet onde ot besaons T one odt ea me ber 
ibe ie * Hes eee a tel: 









“ ait awmeyt pt ei moma 
“a0 teen ‘tirosmih © 6F dant ol te 
8 geen? Bec wing ae ie gi 4 


tian rout abante 7 ioog tt , 





wee 


wo i3 





nas, 
They simply were not to be had. Of some of the beans and graing 
I could buy more, but are they worth it? I am anxiously awaiting 
some reports about their value and them we go in it for bushel 
quantities, for the primitive transportation here makes the buying 
of large quantities « very expensive affair. One hes to hire 
additional darts and has to pay for storing in Ima, etc. Up here 
in Manchuria and Siberia I am goings to buy larger quantities, for 
Ido not fancy this country so very much, so 1f possible, I would 
rather not return here unless absolutely necessary. 

Your information concerning the Cyperus tegetiformis is 
interesting. Ye 14 possible thet A cyyorus can maite good matting? 
The mattings made from the stema of Cyperus papyrus sre very coarse, 
at Least those thet IT have seen, his is probably a fine stemmed 
species. 

Yes, I found some matting rushes in Korea and thetern 
Siberia but only « few plants. ft got small quantities of seeds, 
though, and will send them to you shortly. One is probably predty 
nearly as good as the Japanese Juncus effucus and 1% will be poa- 
sible to grow them in Maine. 

Has Mr. Tall gone to Japan? And did he find many new 
things about these rushes? 

Yes, f appreciate your desire of bringing us togethor 
but you are quite right in remarking that the distances are too 
great in the Orient. And If would edd especially between the wilds 
of Manchuria and Siberia and the ports. 


Your note about “Wilson surprises me. If Professor Sargent 


“wants Wilson to go out to North China, then I surmise that Professor 
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| Sargent has some information concerning certain plants at hand 
which we do tot pogsess. “hat can that be? Perhaps you might 
be able by a diplomtic stroke to find out wheat special things 

. they want from that part of the world. For so far ae I heard 
from Vr. MeGregor, Vilson was trying to get located in gland 
and didn't want to return again to China, 

About shipping plants, yes, if I do not return to Amer~ 
ica this spring, I will send you some great quantities of different 
things, but I would rather deliver them personally. Not thet my 
physical health requires me to leave this part of the wordd, no, 
not that, but I have so much to learn yet in the States concert 
ing new industries and about climate, ‘agrioul tural poscsibllities, 
etc., that I feel it is not good to stay away from the country 
too long. 

By white Loqueats I mean the color of the fruits. I 
should have exid so for perhaps you surmised 1% was a varilegated- 
leaved form I referred to. fF gave Mr, Kennedy some money in 
sdyance to buy plants for #o I think we will get them. Mr. Mennedy 

| wrote me some time ago that he had made arrangements to get ten 
| grafted plants this felle | 
. Wi starias. Well, the Vistariag of North Chins must be 
about as hardy ag we cam wish for. “hey even grow at Nowehwang, 
Manchuria, where the thermometer occasionally drops to 25° below 
sero. If I can get plants or seeds from such types, I will certainly 
send them, 

Tea seeds. %> obtain good tea seeds, I will have to go 


to Central China between the monthe of September and November and 
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20). 
as such it will require a special item of a program. 

Gymnocladus Chinensis, Mos, 202a and 203a. Well, I 
havens much information concerning these things. As T have 
stated before, the Chinese slice the pods and soak thom in water 
and in that water they wash fine clothes and Chinese women wash their 
hair with a decoction of them, so a9 to make the hair glossy and 
have it stick to the head. The pods are sold in great cvunntities 
on the mrkets end it may be thet there are some more uses yet for 
them, If I am in these regions next winter, I hope to find out 
more {if there is to be found). 

Noe Zlla. Of thie I have encount ered only one tall old 
tree and the seeds were not collected by the natives. It was 
growing in a temple court near Heanchem. I hardly think the seed 
vessols Gan be used for soap for they contain a very pungent olly 
substance which atts very biting into one's mouth. 

I wrote Mr. Williams of the American Legation at Peking 
to try to get us, if possible, several pounds of Pistache seed 
from the Yestern Hills meer Peking. But I am sure Vr. Dorsett 
reseived those seeds I collected. Perhaps he didn’t mention these 
matters. 

Russian Permits. Yes, it was a very good thing that I 
obtained a Russian Letter of introduction at Pexsing for it would 
have been well nigh impossible for me ‘te have entered Russian 
territory if TI hadn't had such e paper, for the authorities are 
very striet here, cuite different from the Americans. Just now 
TI am expecting to reteive another permit from the Governor here 


allowing me to travel into the interior of Siberia, This is a 
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dangerous country. Robberies and murder are the order of the day. 
Nearly every night they plunder some stores and two days ago they 
held up the Siberian Bank and stole 35,000 roubles. ‘There are lots 
of outlaws sround in this part of the world, In many ways this 
country is like the Yest was 40 years ago. [t is full of grand 
possibilities and of rigka. 

Japanese Termits, When I return late in fail from the 
regions around Barbin, I will have to pass throuch a neutral zone — 
before I am able to reach Mukden. Well, that region is the most. 


aiffieult one of whole Mancimris at present. I do not know as yet 


how to get through, but I will find a way. [If the Japanese will 


not allow me, I will wire Mr. Rockhill, ‘hem he may take the mat~ 
ter up for me. I can't exactly complein about the Japanese in 
allowing m to pass through, but I can say thet they sre extremely 
suspicious and inquisitive and unl ess they are sure of one’s status 
quo, they distrust us whites very much. [ wouldn't recommend 
tourists to visit North Korea gp Sowth Menchuria. “here is too 
much cuestioning and suspicion. 

Herbarium specimens. Yes, I see Professor Sargent's 
opinion in regard to this question. “ell, IT myself feel very much 
go too in some respects. Tt is better to have herbarium specimens 
of the things one introduces, Sut it adds very greatly to the 
expenses and especially to the time. TI have collected quite a good 


desl of the things [ found, but according to the primeeval condi~ 


| tions, I travelled in, the specimens are mot as well preserved as 


YT would like. "o mke a nice collection one hes to stop in one 


place for s couple 91 weeks end collect and tend to this work, like 
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Wilson did. Wow, I huve covered long distances as yeb and have 
been doing a good deal of prospecting work without having Located 
myself for any length of time. Sat there are some places vhere I 
would like to remain for several weexs. I will see in the next 
letters whether I can rely upon the renewing of authorization for 
several years. In such case, I can afford to stay a certain time 
in a place, but now I feel Like a man discovering a rich mining 
district but not having the means to explore it properly. 

I received Yr. Fisher's report as an esalosure in your 
letter of Mey 17. I am sorry that #11 these chestnuts and acorns 
were dead. “hey represented a whole lot of work and time. ‘Yell, 
IT will try again this year. 

| About incurring expeuses efter July 1, 1906, yes, I was 
Careful not to enter them on vouchers pertaining to last yeer’s 
authorizations As you probably have seen, now, I left quite some 
money out of ie allowance. Your letters reached me too late to 
buy large quantities of grain or plants, so that money has deen 
turned back into the treasury. This year, though, 1t may be the 
reverse, for out in this part of the world my expenses are very 
mach greater and maybe I haven't enough. ‘the new eheek didn't 
ae meas yet, as I wuld rather not receive it here, so 7 will 
write the Legation people to send my mail to Mucden, where fT hope 
to arrive two or three months from now. Ab the present I will use 
the money left on the letter of credit which ie about 400 pounds. 
Wy salary is inciuded in this for I haven't drawn it s8 yote-at 


least only a little of it. 
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In your letter of July 2nd you say, "“Inclosed is a copy 
of a letter from Ur. ¥. J. Carr.” Well, this scopy wes not in 
either one of the two Letters of July 2nd. Perhaps it is in 
another letter as yet in Peking. 

In letter of Way 28, you mention the peony matter. Well, 
I collected some seeds in North Korea and I will soon send you 
these for Yr. Craig. I suspect it to be P. albiflora. Professor 
Wheeler also atates behind the name of Preonia Moutan, “Hot known 
in the wild state." “ell, the footnotes in the first volume of 
Brett Schneider, page 425 and 426, give quite another version of 
thie question snd I see thet the natives even use the wood of them 
for fuel! % there met be quite a quantity of them. 

I also seo thet the seeds of the Citrus mediga packed in 
charcosl germinated better than the parafine wax ones. So the old 
preetice is still the best, 

About naturalization. ell, I took my first paper out 
in the District of Columbia, so thet is the seat of the Government 
and Iam in hopes that my absence of the country will be counted 

as on Government business and then om the 22nd of October, 1906, 
it will ve five years since I took out that paper, so I will de- 
Clare myself an American Citisen on thet date. In my hoart I am 
{t+ since long ago, so it only needs official confirmation on mpper. 

I am glad to notice the sweet tidings of facilitated 
voucher wusiness, thouch it came ine sour letter. 

And now I am through with answering this lot of letters 


so I will tell you a little sbout this country and my future plans. 
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I first will mention the fact that everything is very 
dear here, For an unfurnished room one pays 3 or 4 Roubles per day 
and for use of lamp, bed clothes, towels, washwater, eto., one pays 
so much eztra. As a rule the hotels do not serve the food, so one 
either has to go out end eat in restaurants or have his food brought 
to his room, both of which are expensive affaires. Wearing apparel 
of any kind is standslously dear end as I wore out on this three 
months" trip several sults and three pairs of boots, besides lots 
of underwear, IT am up sgeinst it. they want for « very ordinary 
sult 60 or 70 roubles. Well, that is pretty stiff. And so I have 
to send my Chinese guide to TMentsin to get his heavy winter clothes 
and get also some for me, for otherwise I would have to buy him some 
winter garments down here and I am mot so well to dou as to pay mil- 
Lionmnsire’s prices. | 

Wy Korean guide I paid off the other dey and sent back 
to Antung where I engaged hime He got the last time very mach in 
the habit of smoking spilum and was not ag useful ag at first. of 
sourse, such a journey is a hard strain upon one's intellect and 
upon the body, too, for I could clearly observe it in my mon, They 
both had decors mish duller and lost flesh, too. I myself, too, had 
become somewhat stupid, but I attribute that to the lack of inter- 
course with fellow white men and to the fact that the Noreans ere 
really a very stupid race and when living among them for a length 
of time one is bound to take some of these characteristics over from 
thems 

Did my letters from Kang Ko and from Hoi ryong reach your 


T am not able to aend you amy photographs as yet for the reason that 
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-here in thie eity there are not any specialists in film developing, 


| so I had to send them by a special way to Shenghai, You must know 

| that this place here is strongly fortified and that they are very 

| afraid that photos would be taken and so I couldn’t ran the risk of 
sending my valusble films throuch the post office. They mivht expose 
| them to the light! TI haven't taken a single photo as yet in Tussian 
territory for fear that they might confiscate the camera, tut when I 
am once out of this place in the country iteelf, well, then I don't 
think there are any objections. . 

The military commander here, GSeneral Flang, told me to 
be very careful in not going too near the forts and fortifications, 
for I might be arrested or even shot at. Welly this whole Eastern 
country lives in suspiciousness and as T have become used to it, 
these statements don't worry me, but I am wise enough to keep away 
from dangers | 
| oe flom in and arovnd Viadivostock is not very rich. 

fhe mumber of treee doing well is even very limited. I will write 

gome down that do real Ly well: i.@e, & Small~leaved Linden, Yhelle- 

dendron amirenes, & large-leaved ash, probably Fraxinus mandshurica, 
Prunus podus, Betula wandsahuries, B. alba, Populus tremula, Juglene 
mandshurica, Orataegue mandshurica, Cladreatis amurenst S, 3 Cappinus, 
Acer palmatum, and two other speaies, two species of elms, one specie 
of willow, Acanthopanex ricinifolia, Alnus sp, and the siberian crab 
apple. | 

tm shrubs one finds Ribes rubrum and B, elpinum, Viburnum 


opulue, two species of Lonicers, Aralia epinosa and Aralia mandshurica, 


Rosa rugosa, Ligustrina amurensis, Spiraea sorbifolia, Spiraza race- 
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moose, Spirene bumulds. Then a few Muoniams, Weigelia, Pilactelphus 
grandiflora, and that is about all, 

In flowers I saw asters, dahlias, zenniam, Corcopsise bi~ 
aolor, Balsang, Cannas and some more of the very ordinary summer 
flowers. 

In short, there ig not 80 very much to be found here that 
we don’t know already. ‘That the Acunthopanax grows so far North igs 
new to mee I expect to see 1% even in de Ammer region. 

How, my plane are 28 follows; %o proceed from here to 
Habarowsk in the North by trein and stopping off at different stations 
to investigate the flora and te buy seeds, Then, from Habarowsk I 
hope to go slong the Amur until I strike the Sungeri and along this 
last named river as far as Harbin, I hope as such to strike the 
feests aa well as the wheat and grass lands, Mukden will be the next 
large city I hope to reach and where I expect fo find mall and from 
there I haven't made definite plana yet. But as T am there not fer 
from the ports, it is not s0 hard to make a trip down to ship mterial,. 

But, I won't run ahead very far now, for this country is 
| full of nnexpected delays and adventures and when the severe Manchur- 
fan winter sebs in, then we will get, perhaps, some more hindrances © 
yet in the form of wila gnimals of which there are many stories told, 
but in which I take no stock as I myself didn’t see a single one, 
while out in the wilds of Korea. 

Yesterday I engaged me a iussian interpreter and we are 
looking over and arranging the collected plants now, but oe this 


 jetter is already long enough, I will conclude this time and remin 
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With the best regards to all, 
Yours respectfully, 
FRANK H, MEYER, 
?, 5. In the next letter I will describe some of the plants I 
| found and the seeds I collected. 


P.M. 


Siberia, 
Sept. 2, 406. 
Dear Ur. Dorsetts | 
As you see, at last I landed again in civilisation after 
a long, hard journey. ow are you getting along? I heard from 
Mr. Pisters that your mother's health was very badj that is really 
too bad. When shall the clouds dispell? Keen courage} Your work 
is very much appreciated. General Nogi lost both his sons, but kept 
on fighting till peace was declared. I am staying here only a short 
time and then I hope to proceed farther N,. and then 5.7, again, If 
hed been in hopes of returning to good, old America again this ¢goring 
wat it seems that they want me to stay out here longer yet. Well, we 
- are soldiers in one sense and as such mist stick to our post end do 
our duty. 
Well, Mr. Dorsett, goodbye this time. With sincere wishes 
for your happiness, 1 an, 
Yours faithfully, 
PRANK N, MEYER 
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Vladivestock, Siberia, 


September 3, 1906. 


Dear Mr. Dorsett: 

As you will see, 1 am still in Eastern Siberia, but it 
will be very shortly now -- within a few days I hope to be en the 
move agoin, 

I herewith enclose 6 small tags, with very valuable seeds 
of the lawn grass. I also sent the same quantity to Mr. Fairchild, 
but of these rushes you get all the seed I collected, Be good 
to them, 

Yesterday 7 also sent & small parcels with cuttings and 
plants to you, As there does not seem to be a parcel post arranze- 
ment between Russia and America, ? cannot ship them the regular 
way, and so it may be that they willreach you somewhat late, 5till, 
Iwpe they won't be too much delayed. 
| foworrow 1 will send you a medium sized box clueck full 
) ef seeds, about 220 different kinds. I de not know what the people 
pt Washington will say about it but I think it is better that 
you look over the things first and take owt what comes in your 


line and ship the rest to Yashington. 
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There are a few things, though, that had better go to 
Washington, One is seed of a wild peony, No. 429a, which Mr, 
Poirchild desires for a Mr. Craig of Cornell. Then seeds of 
plants growing in the forests at high altitudes, for them it 
will be too warm et Chico. These ought to go to a northern garien 
if there is one. Botanical specimens, like these fungi, go also to 
the capitel, and of the hemp, opium poppy, beans, iniaisbicatenns I think 
you had better send the lion's part away, too. Trees and shrubs on 
the contrary are better cared for at your garden, With these wild 
apricets, choke cherries,sand cherries, plums, I am in a diffieult 
GQilema, You must mow that Mr. Oliver has asked me to send him 
some of the wild fruits that 1 encountered bet to send them from 
here is very difficult, so if it is not too much work you might 


send him some seeds or if he is not in a hurry, perhaps you might 


j 
F 
| 

} 

} 

) 
) 
q 
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grow the plants for him, Then all the grasses, There is a regular 
grass station in Walla Walla, isn't there? Well, 1 think the Yash- — 
ington pegs had better send them to there. Of the sadge marked 
449a, and 500a, I wish you would take half. That is probably a 
yaluable forage plant and so it is better to try it in different 
places. 

These vetches and other leguminous plants of which you 
gee there are quite a few also had better be kept at the garden, 
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of seeds, about 220 different kinds, I do not know what the people 
at Washington will my about it but I think it is better that you 
look over the Shings first and take out what comes in your line 
and ship the rest to Washington. 

There are a few things, though, that had better oo to 
Washington. One is seed of a wild peony, Nol 429a8, which lr. 
Pairchild desires for a Wr. Craig of Cornell. Then seede of 
plants growing in the forests at high altitudes, for them i+ will 
be too warm at Chico. ‘These ought to go to a northern garden if 
there is one. Botanical specimens, lixe these fungi, go also to 
the eapitol, and of the hemp, opium poppy, beans, vegetables, I think 
you had vetter send the lion's part away, too. Trees and shrubs 
on the contrary are better cared for at your garden. With these 
wild apricots, choke Gherries, sand cherries, plums, I em in a 
difficult dilemma. You must know that Mr. Oliver has asked me to 
send him some of the wild fruits that I encountered but to send 
them from here is very difficult, so if it is not too much work 
you might send him some seeds or if he is not in a hurry, perhaps 
you might grow the plants for him. ‘Then all the grasses. ‘here 
is a regular grass station in Walla “alla, isn't there? Vell, I 
think the Washington people had better send them to there. Of 
the sedge marked 449a and 5002 I wish you would take half. ‘That 
is probably a valuable forage plant and so it is better to try 1t 
in different places. } 

These vetches end other leguminous plants of which you 


gee there are auite a few also had better be kept at the garden. 
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I would not be a bit surprised if there are not some very good 
things among them, 

With a few seeds I hope you will have patience, ie., 
some are not cleaned enough to be sown direct, betause I have no 
sieves or anything of the kind and the other part of the patience 
you will have to bestow om some of the tree seeds like the Pimms, 
Sophors, Japonica, Crataegus mandshurica and ¢. pinnatifide, 
Serberis, sp, roses, viburnum, etc., for many of these things 
will rest for one year before germinating, and the moment you 
would throw them away would be just the time they would start. 

I almost envy you in being able to watch all these things. ‘True, 
I collect, which is still more interesting, but believe me, Mr. 

, Dorsett, it is pretty hard work in the wilderness out here. I 
have been out on this last trip for about three months and have 
lead a strenuous life and always alone. There is no fellow white 
man to talk $0, One Gan exchange a few words with his Chinese 
servants about the most common subjcets, but there it rests. 
Fhysically, one does not feel o journey like this so much. Tf do 
not feel it, though I walked nesrly every day from 20 to 30 miles 
and collected at the same time, but mentally one can observe it, 
By living among « dull mee without having pepere or books, one 
ig bound to descend somewhat to the level of his surroundings. It 
is aleo very strange for us whites to have to live without chairs, 
tables, lamps, bread, atc., and yet one cannot obtain any of these 
things in Korea and in most parts of Vanchurie. 

And even now 7 thought I would be in a country where the 


civilization is about the same as in America, but it is a long way 
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off yet. Everything here lays in the future, the i esent tes 
state of chaos, not only in politics, tut aleo in nesyly every 
other thing, And yet one feels intuitively that there is a very 
great future yet for thie race, Just now they are mere children, 
rough and happy, and the day of tomorrow does not concern them 
much, And the strangest thing is that I like them. f only wigh 
I could give thom more light. My Bussian is awful poor as yet, 
Just enough to express myself meagrely but IT am learning it and 
then I will be abie ts get more joy out of a conversation. 

I have a feeling that there is some mail from you wait~ 
ing in Peking but I won't get it until I am in Harbin and that 
may be six or eight weeks off yet. 

I have enclosed in the box with the seeds ala the notes 
that belong with thom. They are all in duplicate so I wish you 
would send one-half to !, Pairchild and also one#half of the 
enclosed notes concerning the eight parcels mentioned in the be~ 
ginning of this letter. 

Before 1 close this letter I will tell you that I have 
passed, on this last journey, for the first time in my Ufe, through 
real primeval forests. There were larches there of 3-4 feet in 
diaméter and 150 feet tall and spruces and pines to match them, 
The gloom, though, is decidedly depressing. One has to be silent 
whether one intends to be or not, and unhappy is the traveller 
who wanders off the trail and cannot find it back any more; he is 
doomed to die from hunger and thirst for there sre no frulis, 


hardly any water and nearly no traffic in these forests, 
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261. 
Well, how are you progreasing these days? I hope things 
have improved in your home sinee I heard last from Mr. Pieters. 
Goodbye, now with best wishes, 
Yours sincerely, 


‘PRANK N. ROYER. 


Viadivostock, Siberia, 
October 14, 1906. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 
Herewith I forward to you nine parcels with cuttings 
of trees and shrubs and one plent collected in the region sround 
Viadivostock. I aipped them lest night dy eteamer to Shanghai, 
Gare of the American Consulate and notified the postmaster to 
forward them to the Department. I also treated thirteen parcels 
to Chico the same way. They are all properly addressed and tagged, 
so I don't think there will be any difficulty connected with then, 
fhe reason I ship them this way is because there is not a regular 
parcel post arrangoment between the Uni ted Skates and Pugeia. 
Shameful, I admit, but--well, comment unnecessary! 
I enclose in this letter also four packages of seeds, 
all of very valuable plants; slso a smaple of the Lawn grase No. 
470a and 47la and a sample of the Juncus 513a and 5l4ea. You may 


be able to find somebody who can determine these plants, 
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262, 

Last week I delivered to the shipping office of Bryner, 
Koutsnesoff & Co. a box with seeds to be sent to Chico. This box 
has been kept here now for some time waiting for a good steamer 
and they notified me yesterday that they expected one in three or 


four days. Mr. Dorsett will probably teke some things out and 


ship the rest to you, 


I have been delayed here on account of my Chinese guide 
who falled to return until the day before yesterday and as he is 
&® good man, I didn't want to get a new one, for there are many 
Chinese here of the outlaw class and strange stories there are 
told about some of these chaps. “ell, [ utilized the time cel- 
lecting seeds and cuttings around this city and its neighborhood. 

In my last letter I epeke of telling you of some of the 
Plante I found In Korea. Well, I was intending to ship my col- 
lected plants to Washington, but I see now that I need them as 
yet myself until [ leave thie part of the world, for I will have 
to make referencesin some of the notes on these plants as to where 
I obtained seeds or cuttings of them. So I will simply mention 
now the fact that [ collected many défferent kinds of seeds from 
grasses and leguminous plants, also quite a few vegetables of 
which one, the suimer cabbage, may perhaps prove to be a good one, 
In ornamental trees and shrubs there are also quite a few although 
I am afraid there sre few novelties as the flora of Northern orea 
ie not very distinct in general. for some of the seeds IT am afraid 
there is not a good garden as yet in the United States unless there 


has been one established up in the Northwest since I left. For 
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263. 
some of the seeds have been collected in hich altitudes, where 
conditions are more or less alpine, cool summers, ¢old winters and 
much moisture in the atmosphere. Well, they will do the best they 
can with them. 

Last night I received your letter of September 65, 1906, 
and Bee you have been in Southern Texas. A little bit warm, there, 
isn't it? Yes, I think so, too, that Southern or Central Chinese — 
plants will do well there, especially near the coasts, Of course, 
they have severe golds there every so many years, tut such things 
happen also in Southern and Central China. 

I see you sent me a Treasury warrant on August 10. Well, 
I haven't received it as yet. It le probebly on the way from 
Peking to here and I will probably receive it when I am in Rabarowsk, 
for I leave tomorrow morning for good. 

I haven't been able as yet to talk to Mr. 3. S. Greene 
about the unexpended balance matters, but i will probably find an 
opportunity today. Iam sorry, though, I can't turn back the bal-~ 
ance of 1905 as goon as you would like it. How could I de it without 
having received a new supply? 

I will probably send my accounts for the past cuarter 
within a» few days. I had some accounts yet to straighten with my 
Chinese guide and have been waiting for thet and now he returned 
and failed to take receipts of the expenses he made, Wy, this 
money part of exploring is harder on me than to tramp through 
untrodden wildernesses. Tt will make me old before age. 


Te weather here has been rather mild for these last five 
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264, 
days, but before that we had a few sharp frosts, which killed 
most of the tender vegetation, so I think I will not be able any 
mofe to collect many herbarium specimens, especielly as it will 
turn colder now every day and our journey is aleo toward the North. 
With best regerds to you all, I remain 
Yours respectfully, 


PRANK H, MEYER. 


Sunday evening, Oct. 14, 1906. 

This evening I saw “r, Greene about the finaneial matters. 
Well, you see, ir. Greene is not a very long time in the service as 
yet and couldn't give me any pointers about it. f have to see an 
old hand about it. vhy mot send me some information on paper? If 
not advisable, it can be written to me absolutely unofficially simply 
as advice. 

Taleo will write you a rough outline of what my next 
journey will probably be. I hope to proceed tomorrow by train to 
Hikolek, from there to Lake Hanka probebly by carte. Then to Spark; 
at both these last places large forests are reported with much 
vegetation, Then I will proceed farther North, mostly by train, 
stopping off here and there and exploring regions worth while. 

After about three weeks from now I hope to be in Habarowsk on the 
Amr. then, I will descend through its valley until I reach the 
point where the Sungari flows into it. ‘Then I hope to fdklow this 
river more or less until Sangin ig reached. From there to Harbin, 
then to Kirin ani them to MNukden. From there Southwards in sigeag 


lines until Shanghai is reached where I probably will need to 
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266, 
resuperate somewhat from the hardshipe and colds of the North. 

This is, of course, only a statement on paper. As to 
how far cold, outlaws, or any other disagreeable agency will pre- 
vst me from doing so, the fubure alone can reveal. 

The main object of this northern journey will be to 
‘eoll ot large quantities of grein and seeds of hardy staple crops 
and of trees and shrubs. ; probably will ship from Habarowsk and 
from Harbin. As the po®§al facilities are in some ways easier 
than in Horth Korea I hope to be able to evite eat shorter intervals, 
but it may be, though, that from Habarowsk to Harill we will have 
to go through very untrodden regions. 

It may be considered a little strange, but I will have 
to mention thet these northern regions are considered very unsafe 
and that Russian outlaws and Chinese as well commit bold crimes. 

I obtained, however, permits to carry a gun and a revolver 
and got from the Governor here {Gencral Vlong) letters of intro- 
duction to officials along my route of travel] and I hope te cet 
some more yet and have my own courage and good will and also count 
upen the beet wishes of you 411 90 with that in etock, I think 
things will do well. 

I finally will express also my thanks to Mr. BR. 5. Greene, 
Awerican Commercial Agent here, who has shown me many kindnesses 
and will also arrenze shipping material from here. 

Mr. Th, Samsons, the American Consul-general at Wiuchwang 
was here last Thursday and Pridey on his way home by the Trans- 
Siberian railrosd and we spent some very pleasant hours in his 
company. He told me he would also call on you and tell you how 


I was getting along here, so I think a few weexs perhaps from the 
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266, 
time you receive this letter, Mr. Sammone will see you and then 
I will probably be far out in the woods. 

Ome thing is a little pleasanter for me on this trip, 
and that ig, I have at least a white companion, my “ussien inter- 
preter. He doesn't speak Unglish so we always converse in German. 
He could have a little more courage, tt one cen't find all qual- 
ities in one person. OGtherwise, he seems to be a good chap. I 
wonder, thouch, whether a few months roughing will alter him. You 
see, in travelling through the wilds there must be a harmonious 
tie albania the members of a party, otherwise it is very destruc- 
tive for one's character, 

Well, I conclude with best regards, 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK W. MUYER. 


Viedivosteck, Siberia. 
| October 14, 1506. 

Dear Mr. Dorsett: 

Herewith I forward to the U. &. Postoffice at Shanghai, 
China, 13 parcels with cuttings of different trees and shrubs. {I 
trust they will send them st once to your station, as I notified 
them to do. 

I will give a few explanations concerning a few of the 
things. Of No. 639 T gend the same quantity to Washington, also 
Nos, 541, 544, 547, 649, 561, 553, 555 and of 557. On account of 


not having duplicate labele I geve them the number next to the 
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267, 
original, eo that explains why there are aig two mumbers appear» 
ing on the descriptive notes, which I herewith enclose. 

The box with seeds which I spoke of in my last letter 
has been delivered since 8 days to the shipping office but ae yet 
no steamer has come in, but we expect ome in a few days, ao I hope 
in one month from now you will receive it. I will go from here 
to Kobe, Japan, and then to Seattle, from where the Cuartermater 
of the U. S&S. Army will forward it to you. 

The Juncus, marked 557, is a very valuable one, as it 
grows on dry land. I hope it will arrive alive. I collected also 
& small quantity of seeds which I will send to Washington this time, 
otherwise they my become discontent there when I send you every- 
things 

I have been delayed here on account of my Chinese guide, 
who went home for a short trip, but failed to return until two days 
ago». But tomorrow morning I hope te leave Viadivostock for good 
and go through the wild Northern regions. 

Yery sincerely, 


PRANK N, MSYER. 


Mikelek, Siberia, 
October 18, 1906. 
Dear Wr. Fairchil & 
ferewith I send you my accounts for the past cvarter, 
covering the monthe of fuly, August and September. f mede the 


agcounts out for each month separately ag it ie easier for me 
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268. 
and may be also easier for yon people up there. 

Some of these bills which are enclosed represent a Sie 
greater amount of labor than might be credited them, for you must 
know that in some of the emeli villages in res, there was no 
ink or no paper and most times, worse than all, the landlord 
couldn't write. It has often delayed me considerably before all 
things could be go#ken together and many of the people didn't like 
it a bit to sign their names to receipte of such amounts as most 
ee expenses were in Korea. And, of course, I don't like it 
myself either, wt the lew has to be obeyed ab long as one likes 
to work under it. 

Tiere are a few bille among my expenses which are 
signed by my guide who bought the things at different places. They 
all relate to food supplies; for the food in Morea is generally 
bad and not very wholesome, so my men as well as myself supple- 
mented it ag well as we could by buying additional suppliecs. i% 
was too much work for me to take note of all these small things 
every day so I left it to my guide who dealt with all these things. 
It may be that the fiedal people object to these bills because the 
exact places where things were bought are not named in it, but you 
may understand that when one buys ten or twenty cents worth of 
wapplies one cannot write the name down of a hamlet of which the 
inhabitettitsthemesl ves are not sure of its name and even when 
named, the name proves to be a foot or eo long on paper. 

Another atrange thin’s is the money question in many 


places, That is, there are from two to five different currencies 
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in use, In Antung, Vanchuria, for instance, the people use the 
Mexican dollar, the Japenese currency, the Japanese-lanchurian 
War notes, the Korean currency and the “orean Warenotes. How one 
makes expenses in all these different currencies and they also 
differed ightly among one another, so which ore shall one take? 
In Hunchun, Manchuris, it is worse yet. ‘The Chinese there refuse 
to take their own money or only at a 12% discount, and they accept 
only the Russian currehey. I had very little Russian money, a z 
lost several dollars in exchanging Chinese dollars and yet the offi- 
cial money for the entire Manchuria is Chinese money. It is on the 
whéle very good that this is my second year in the Mar Mast. If I 
had been sent at once to Manchuria I surely would have made mi stakes 
which were irreparable, for let us suppose, now, that I had made my 
accounts im American currency ag I did at first, How in Heavens 
gould T have obtainel other receipts from all these small and big 
places in the wilds of Manchuria and rea? 

On the large vouchers T haven't filled in the number or 
the date of authorization or the route of the journey, because I 
' do not kmow how this authorisation is dated, ete., not heving 
received it as yet. I hope to receive it in Habarowsk, thouch, to 
share My. Greene of Vladivostocke will forward it os soon as he 
received it from ‘ekings There is also no notarial or consular 
geal on them, for these things do not exist here as in America, 
There are some kind of officials here corresponding to our notaries, 
but they do not widerstand this kind of businesa. 

Ag you see, the amounts for the past quarter come ¢lo se 


to $1200, silver, or about MOO silver per month but f am afraid 
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270. 
the expenses will be much heavier here in Worth Yanchuria ané 
Siberia. Uverything is very dear here, Yor 150 Roubles one obly 
gets a scanty meal. ‘hey charge for a small bveefgteak 1 rouble 
and it 1s not half enough for one, ‘they say that the war has 
forced all prices so sky high and that there is a grest seareity 
of live atock. Well, it my be. A fact is, that lerge steamers 
arrive in Vladivostoeck from Australia and from the Argentine 
Republic ani their ted cargo consists of refrigerated deef, 

Yesterday and the Gay before I gaw here some of the 
officials who have charge of the foresta and the lands here in 
the maritime provinee and 7 obtained information about the exist-~ 
ence of forests and about the routes of travel. Tomorrow I hope 
+o go ten miles northeast from here where there exists a forest 
nursery and where it is seid I can obtain more detailed informa~ 
tion concerning forests and crope. 

We have had very bad weather now for about three days, 
rainy, boisterous and cold and they say winter will soon start. 
The Russians are putting in their double windows and tonight they 
have started the big stoves in our small hotel. Life here is yet 
very simple, ‘The ordinary Russians haven't begun yet to live in 
comfort. Most of them would be overwhelmed if they saw the luxury 
of an ordinary American hoge. 

Well, I hope the accounts are considered to be all right, 
and further wishing you all the best, Tt remain 

Yours respestfully, 


PRANK N, MaYsRe 
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Habarowsk, Siberia. 
November 9, 1906. 


ly dear tir. Dorsett: 
3 Last evening I sent by Russien parcel post 1 package 
to your address, containing 3 small parcels of cuttings, If trust 
they'll arrive in good shape. Snclosed are the 3 cards, giving 
the descriptions etc. 
| As you see, this time I am in the far North, but as 
the real Siberian winter has started, I won't go any farther this 
year, but I soon hope to preceed Southwards and go in zigzag lines 
thro' N, & So. Manchuria witil I reach Peking again. 

I received a tremendous lot of mail when I arrivel here, 
a couple of days ago, but to my regret there wasn't anything among 
it from you, | 

How are things with you? I heard from Mr. Pieters that 
he has left the Devt. Well, well, that comes utterly unexvected 
tome. I really feel not very pleasant about it. Ne is a fine manad 
will certainly be missed in the service, i hope to hear some more 
details about it. 

fad Mr. Pierce has resigned, as my friends at Santa Ana 
informed me, so you'll get prob. most of the things from there. My! 
Chico will become a big place, I think I'1l barely recognize it when 
I return some day. 

3 Things here in the far East are as usual, ‘Travelling some- 
times in comfort, most times tho not. The total results up to this 
Yar not very great. The Northern part of Hast Asia is not as rich 
in vegetation as the So. part is and especially there is little 
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variety in cultivated plents. In Chinese Manchuria I hope to get sae 
better things yet, but as a whole this is a country for staple crops and 
that great variety of crops which is to be found in the more So. parts 
of China is not known here. Pruits and vegetables in generel, are bril- 
lient by their absence. 

i have been informed fr. Viadivostock that the box with seeds 
has been sent to you, so ere this reaches you, you prob. have planted 
some things already. | 

Yell, Goodbye this time, I remain, 
| Yours sincerely, 
FRANK NW, MEYER, 
Habarowsk, Siberia, 
Movember 9, 1906. 
| Dear Mr, Fairchild: 

Last night I sent you by meibiie Parcel post three packages, 
containing different cuttings, scions, and plants, They will go via Si- 
beria and will reach Washington from the Atlantic. I wonder in what con- 

| dition you will receive them; I trust in good shape, for they will travel 
cool most of the time.. The Juncus plants, though, may not survive for 
that seems to be a very difficult plant to ship, but even if they die, I 
collected quite some seeds from them 30 that they will probably cive us 
rashes enough to experiment with in the colder parts of the U. 5. Do you 
know that I believe thet in the near future we will be able to grow this 
matting rush all over the country and may be able to supply the world with 
our matting instead of Japan doing it now, 

Enclosed are the ten c=rds belenging to these shipments, I 
sent the Nos, 561, 564, and 567 to Chico and if you think that the wile 
lows 566 and 653 will do better there, too, I Wish you would send them 
too. ‘The Hos. 569, 570, and 571, thougzh, hed better be tried in «| 
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ata. 
More northern locality. 
Now I will come to the gigantic task of answering all your 
bulky letters. I received fifteen letters in all, among which were 
three duplicates and 1 will answer them according to date. 


tter of June 28 OS. You ask there whether I consider ° 





that lotus seeds can be grown cheaply enough to warrant an expensive 
experiment with them. No, I don't think so. The plants want a tre- 
memious lot of space and don't produce very heavy crops; but if some- 
body down south kss a swamp with a heavy clay undersoil, then he may . 
plant a quantity of plants and just try it. There will be wealthy 
people enough in America to buy these lotus seeds when properly treat- 
ed, as a rare confectionery and as there is nowadays such a large de- 
mand for outlendish novelties, the thing may be tried, but I would ad- 
vise first on a small scale, When down south, 1 will try te get a 
larger quantity of seeds than I got last year. . 

Thanks for your analysis of these seeds, I see I was pretty 
well right in believing that these seeds were very nutritious. To my 
stomach, however, | showld say they were still more nutritious than ches- 
tmuts, bat this chemical analysis says they are about the sane, An ex- 
periment with the "Food Squad", though, will probably prove that the body 
received more nutrition from these seeds than fron chestnuts, 

In addition to this lotus question, I will tell you the very 
curious thing that I found the real lotus here in Siberia, in Lake Hanks, 
I collected by boat several of the seed vessels, but to my pegret, the 
seeds seem to be all spoiled already, as the early frosts seem to have 
damaged them. I mentioned a few days ago this matter of Lutus occurring 


here in Siberia to the Government's botanist here, Mr. C. 5. Yeftoscheffsly , 


and he said that he had heard of it mt would not believe it, but not be- 
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2t3. 
ing presented with a seed vessel he said he had to believe it. I heard 
from a Prench professor here, Mr. de Toulaire, that the peasants had told 
him that the lotus also occurs in some lakes near the conjunction of the 
‘Ammar and the Ussuri. Strange, ia it not, that such a rather tropical 
plant has emigrated to these cold regions. 





. : 2.4906. Containing notes on Manclmrian plants ani 
@ lengthy one on Ginseng. 

Yes, the ginseng business is somewhat too romantic to go into at 
length, but I may sky that according to some piuckenevlenc I have talked 
with, the ginseng has decidedly o medicinal value. In case of cold in 
the bowels and intestinal troubles it has Been found to be very relieving 
end imparting warmth to the affected parts, ‘but of course the Chinese 
ascribe far greater values to 14 amd these thincs have not been found 
as yet to be true. 

Of rare Chinese rhubarbs, 1 have not met ome as yet. I will . 
have to go in the mountains of Mongolia to find then, for all sround here 
there does not seem to be rainfall enough for this plant. Hovever, 
ean I get them, 1 will think of Mr. Yagner of Pasadena, 

There are some Botanical Gardens in the world which have nice 
collections of rhubarba and it would be worth while to cet into commmice- 
ken with them. So far as 1 remember, there is a good collection of them 
at the Botanical Gardens, 5t. Petersburg, and also many at Kew. 

And in connection with this, 1 have to make you a proposal which 


which is of the utmost vy. There are many Botanical 





Gardens in alldifferent parts of the world and most of them send out every 
year their seed lists among one another end exchange seeds and even plants 
without extra pay. Mow, in the United States there is nearly nothing 


done of the Icind, and last year I myself had the pleasure of starting 
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a seed list in the Missouri Botanical Gardens at St. Louis, Missouri, 
which according to the mumerous demands for seeds from foreign coun- 
tries,proved to be very much appreciated. In return, of course, 
we got also plenty of seeds from all parts of the world. Wow, my 
proposal is this. Cannot the U. 5. Department of Agriculture col- 
Lect all the different seeds from our large country and offer then 
in exchange for seeds from foreign lands. If started properly and 
kept up in good shape, it certainly will add a leuwrel to the good 
work done already. We willbe able then to obtain novelties or useful 
plants which we otherwise perhaps would not be able to lay hands on, 

As an example, how hendy such a distribution of secds would 
come in, I may mention that I ebteined here in Habarosk from the head~ 
forester of the Imperial Russian Domaine, Mr. I. B. Maskaleff, a col- 
lection of 22 different kinds of seeds from trees and shrubs growing 
here in Eastern Siberia and said Gentleman would like to receive in 
exchange some of our seeds and trees and shrubs, of which we think 
that they will do well here in this climate. He would like to have 
especially some mits of Juglans nigra, | 

Then I got a collection of 15 different kinds of seeds from 
economic plants from Mr. V. T. Kovaleff, Government's Agronomist — 
here in Habarowsk, and this gentlemen would be very pleased to re. 
ceive some scions of apples and nears that de well in our northern 
states. He says he hae plenty of Siberian crab aovle stock te graft 
them in, so they will be properly tended to. 

I also obtained from the Government's forester at Wikolsk, 
Ussurinsky, Siberia, 7 or 8 different packages of seeds amons which 
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were some rare maples and this gentleman would also be glad to 
receive some scions of hardy apples and some seeds of hardy trees 
and shrube. Foe said he wag willing to enter into a regular 
exchange of seeds from trees and shrubs between the Department 
and the forest-nursery near Nikolsk of which he hae charges 

Now ans T received these seeds, I would be very pleased 
if you saw an opportunity to send these gentlemen some of our 
things, A few packages of vegetable and flower seeds might be 
added, for there is remarkably little in this line to be seen 
here in Wastern Siberia. In regard to climate, I-may say that 
the oo1d here gcts quite intense in midwinter, nel», the mercury 
freezes for some days nearly every winter. ‘Spring starte late and is 
very dry; in dune and July they get heavy mins and after that there 
is rather @ lack of sufficient water supply until the next rainy 
season again, There ig alae hardly any snow at winter so the 
eoil freezes 2,60 meters deep. I have not been in North Dakota 
ae yet, bat it strikes me as being sore whht the same climate, ie 
if not? So, seeds of trees that do well there might be tried to 
be went to these peorle. 


letters of July 2, 1906, are duplicates of the one I 





answered you already from Viadivostock. In this one, thouch, is 
the enclosure of Mr, Ws J. Carr, concerning use of Consular mil 
pouches, As I have sent alresdy packages of cuttings to the post 
office at Shanghai and did not heer as yet any objections, I think 


the thing will roll throwch ali right. 
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Letter of July 23, 1906. Glad to sec that Ir. Konnedy 
will ship the white-fruited loquats, I hope he packs them in 
well and does not send them off too late: they might freeze other- 
wise. I see they go to Chico, YT had a notion it was a trife cold 
there in winter for loquats, tat IT my be mistaken. 

The golden orange of which Or. J. Re Huffaker of Brook~ 
field, Mos, writes are probably these large tangerimgs which are 
said te come from the different small isles nesr Poochow and Amoy 
am which seam to preduse malty more verleties of eltrus fruits. 

{ have had my eyes on these archipelagos there for a long time, 
| and if allowed, hope to visit them this winter. 

Payment of Bond + Premium. My best thanks to you. What 
kinds of things do you lite best for your place, so that I am some- 
what guided and do not ect thinga which are useless, Please mention 
gome of your desires in a next messace. 

fT am gled to see that sll of my seeds have sprouted, but 
Ido not like @ bit that #o mony selons and cuttings have not grown. 
It ie go twch work to get all the things, so it is not pleasant 
when they fail to succeed, Does cold storage hurt cuttings so much? 


Letter of August 14 1906, in the train enroute to Tash- 





ington, D. C. Yes, I would not have minded @ bit to have accompanied 
you im your recent trip to Pexae., According to your descriptions, 

it mst be 4 great country. ig really lonesome to be without 
people with whom one can talk about congenial topics. My interpre- 
ter is a white man, of course, but still his ideals run for from 
high and silence is often better than apeaiing, when one feels to 


enter a conversation, “o and you, too, wonld like to wander, yot? 
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Yes, when that desire ie onee in your blood, we cannot get it out. 
After a hard and tiresome journey I say to myself, "Wbl], old boy, 
it is enough now. You had better settle dow," But as soon os I 
have hed a rest again and proper food and a good bed for some weeks, 
then IT cannot be held down any more ami when not able to proceed at 
once, I skim my many maps and plan fresh journeys. Dovyou know, 
some people are wanderers until they die? I at least have met cuite 
a few, and mighty interesting chaps some of them are. But, of course 
when happily married, I suppose even the strongest wanderer must 
feel tied to his home with such pleasant and yet such strong ties 
a3 love and care for those he loves. Between you and me, though, 
let me roam around as yet; the whole world is mine! ; Just recefved 
an offer froma friend of mine who lives on one of the most beauti- 
ful islands in the South Pacific, to join him, but I do not think I 
will do it aw yete I am too young yet tio settle, First f will skim 
the earth in search of things good for men, and having done this, 
then I will settle somewhere. 

To my great sorrow, I see that Mr. Pieters has resigned. 
That comes utterly unexpected to me» Mr. Meters has been very good 
toto me and coming from the same stock, we understood one another 
perhaps better than is ordinarily done, I suppose the care of the 
office got too burdensome for him to feel like staying any longer. 
I think, though, he will be greatly mis#ed, not only by you, but by 
everyone. | 

Yes, you had written m that John Tull was going to be in 


Japen for the purpose of getting the matting rushes. account of 
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getting all my mail so much delayed, I am not able to write him, 
but T surely would like te hear his experiences in trying to get 
these plente out of the lands of the foxiest branch of the yellow 
race, Ag you see, I got matting rushes which will move at omee 
the rush belt 500 miles or s¢ northward, ao I too feel rather 
happy, though, in general, my herd work here in the north hae not 
deen es su@ceseful as I expected. The Northern regions have always 
and always lese variety es the milder climes and an explorer does 
mot always harvest jaurels, When searching inhospitable regions. 

Professor Hansen of Worth Dakota passed through Vladi-~ 
vostock a few woeks ago enroute to the Syayes. I am sorry I was 
not there at the time, I had left already for my Northern trip. 
Mid he find many things? 

You speak about the Alphonse Bango. te that such a fine 
thing? Pray tell me, where does it come from? I hope when I 
return some day to risit Florida and other parts of the United 
States for T really have not seen half enough as yet of my adopted 
country, and to me aa an explorer it is of the utmost value to have 
seen with my own eyes the different conditions of our large land. 


Lettor of August 20, 1906, I have taken note of the new 





shipping agent at Seattle. Didn't thincs go well with the former. 

I shipped my box with seeds to him from Viadivostock, so it my be 

delayed somewhat if things have been transferred to Mr, YW. E. Bengon, 
Whon down south I will ask concerning the weevils in the 


rice. Is that bad in the United States just now? 
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Concerning geeds of Apiatic plants 





for Mr, Henry ems YVestvury, Long Island, BN. Y%., well, all the 
seeds I collect I send sither to you or to Chico, so it igs mot in 
my hamis to give Mr. Hicks some. the ¢onifer seeds of which ifr. 
Higce writes are herd to obtain. One really has to live in the 
neighborhood of seed producing trees, so as to be sure to get 
them, otherwise, animals or other men get them. Yspeeially is 
sudh the ease here with the edible pine geeds, I have climbed 
already many a tree to try to get the eones but when picking them 
at the cost of having my ¢lothes torn end havine pitch all over 
me, I found out every time that squirrels had been ahead of me. 
At other times woodghoppers or “orean woodsmen had collected them 
already and one only Finds the emcty cones. 

Letter of A 


sust 26, 1906. Yes, I collected soma of the 





pugs ani fungi etteching plants, bet only im small quentities, 
take photoes of most of the things was pretty well impossible, one 
not belug able to show detsils im the picture. 

Of the soap trees is interesting, but is it really 
cheaper to meamfacture soap from these pods than to make i¢ from 
animal fas? 

Letter of September 4, 1906. Concerning questions asked 





py Mr, William Macklin of Dinsmore, Fla. 

iow 1. the size of the new Persimmon (Mo. 104 & 105) 
from the Ming-Towbs VYelley near Peking, China, is very large, 3-1/2 
to 4-1/2 inches in diameter, so it is somewhat larger than most of 
the large varieties of Japanese Fersimmons. 


Wo. B. The color of the fruit is orange red. 
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No. 3. The habit of the tree is erect when young, but 
when older the bfanches spread out considerably, mostly on account 
of being weighed dow with the very heavy fruits, which are so 
heavy that most Chinese prop the branches up to prevent breaking. 

Wo. 4. The fruit has remrkably little tamin, which - 
little disappears wholly ever somevhat before ripéining. Oan be 
kept in a frosen state for many months and even vhon totally ripe 
is exported to far-off regions in euch a frozen state. As a whole, 
though, the fruits nie picked when beginning to show a slight 
touch of yellow and then being still hard and solid, are higebe 
away from the orchards. ‘The fruits are all seedless and have a 
clreular incision all sround near the top and are of flat globular 
form, Offthe other Chinese persimmons, I camnot say much. 

No. 47 ig a small fruited varieties«-fruits of an orange 
(Color and of globular form The trees are of erect habit and are 
mot heavy producers. | 

No. 97 is algo a emali fruited persimmon, fruits of a4 | 
bright orange color and of oblong form. Trees of erect habit. 

The fruits ¢ontain mther much tannin and mat be fully ripened 
vefore being fit to be eatens 

Moe BO4—616. Gollected near thanghai. f[ did mot see any 
fruite. Is said to be seedless and of medium gize. ‘Tree of erect 
habit. 

| Wo. 517% Collected near Yanghsi. Ia said to be a large, 
seedless persimmon of very sweet taste. ‘Trees somewhat spreading. 

Can the shedding of the fruit of which Mr. Macklin speaks 
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be caused by lack of certain necessary el ements in the soil? or 
doesn't he have the proper varicties planted together, like one 
has to do with some pears? Or doesn't he have the proper insects 
to fertilize the flowers? 

Letter of September 5 1906, is a duplicate of om TI 
answered from Vladivostock, YT my my, though, I also reeeived 
the warrant on the Treasury for 52100,00, f did not, however, 
receive as yet any authorization, at least not om paper. I got 
tidings, as I wrote you, from the American Minister that «a tele- 
gram had arrived for me confirming, renewing of authorization, 
but the thing itself is probably on the way yet. 

Letter of September 7, 1906. I see that Mr. W. UW. Geil 
will be in Shan Hai Kwan December 14th. Well, I hardly think f 
will be there at that time and although [ will have to explore yet 
in all probability the Gobi Desert some day in the future in search 
for the valueble forage plents which grow there and whith my de 
of use to us in the States of Yyoming and Nevada (See Breteschneider, 
Page 988, etc.) just now I am not prepared to go. You met know 
thet there are not any inne or houses to rest im most parts of the 


Gobi so one hag to take tents with him and very heavy clothing, and 


to prepmre these things takes mich time and money, 


I first have to colleet mterial in Northern and in 
Southern Manchria and also in North China and I am afraid a good 
part of the winter will have passed before I arrive in milder climes, 
T realize tore and more that this Asiatie part of the world is so 
immensely big, that I can explore for my whole lifetime and there 


will be yet many sections loft which I never have visited and which 
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may contain many valuable plants, for here the one village often 
knows not what the other possesses. 
Well, Mr. Fairchild, I will close now and answer the 
other letters in a next OS GALS » 
Yours respectfully, 


PRANK N, MEYERs 


Habarowsk, Siberia, 
November 10, 1906. 
Dear Mr. Fairehild: | 

Today I will answer your financial letter of September 14, 
1806. 

Yes, it ia diffieult to handle these matters of finance 
at such a tremendous distance and with the uncerteinty of mails 
reaching me, Abovt returning the balance, well, I persomally 
should say the very easiest wey is to send me the rest of the 
appropriation minus the surplus left from last year's appropriation, 
then I do mot have to return e cent end it would facilitate things 
with you, too. 

Tout you should take the amount of money due from the 
months of July, August ani September in consideration ig not nee~ 
essary from my point of view; this belonge sgein te the 190681907 
appropriation and as such can be settled next year, 

Avd now about the “dear’? question of the differenge in 
money of which I wished you to be #o kind se to explain to Mr. 


PA0VONS, 
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Item Ho. 1. Amount suspended in settlement Mo. 31,523, 
difference of one dollar. “hy I bought a berth from Washington, 


DeC., to Chicago, Tllincis, for five dollars on July 24, 1905, 


and then bought again another berth from Chicago to San Francisco 


on July 25, 1905 for 514,00, was because wher incuiring in Yash- 
ington, 9. Os, T was told that om account of the heavy traffic 
these days out Yest, the salesman of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
could not furnish me with » through berthto San francises and 
advised me to buy it personally at Chicago. 

Item No. 2. Voucher No. 3, Sub voucher No. 17, Nine 
days' lodging at Hew-chwang June 12-20 ing., 1906. Yes, I arrived 
at few-chwang on the evening of June llth and departed again in 
the morning of June 20th so that makes nine nightst lodging at 
$3.00 per day. As the vYousher is for 27,00 I personally cannot see 
why there is an overcharge of 03,00 in it. 

Item Ho. 3. Voucher No. 3, Subvoucher No. 20, Ten days’ 
cart hire, June 25, July 2, 1908, at $14.00 Vex. per day. Yes, 
this is my feult. I paid the money in advance and got receipt for 
it and not knowing that when one pays in advance one hes to obtain 
separate receipts, when the period of service extends to another 
fiscal year, T failed to obtain two receipts; but when arriving 
in + ES. this winter I will try to obtein armther receipt for 
the -28,00 Mex. 

| Voucher No. 3. A difference in addition. ‘ell, as the 


fiscal people are far more expert in matters of addition, etc., I 


willingly submit that my addition was probably not right, so the 


aifference of $2.10 Mex, is settled herewith in favor of the U. S. 













































: $883 . bs - Pe iy a v ap ’ 
BOT IG. ayy es ay ane | pial mid et Lane “prom aus ae 
Y LF Baa Pol ere jah 


(888,88 sot + ten toe ak babow qasra Cosroms fs 


PEG Mee lel. tad 


ody dealt now fired 5 tyuos t wt paises 90 sheers 


rea tA oe Ree oy Fis ti ty 2 


2081 oa tit se atellob av EY not atom ect eegaoti® ot Ad eh 
voetonetl mae of os get ed aon? dtiod todtansa niega trignod sont sae 
oe a) 


weet mk palntuont now seuraped sare (00.8.8 t0% woes 88 ust fe | a 


oitiat? eine ost te idevtii ac tad? Blot eaw T qt wt reer 


EA, 
cay 


heotliat alsaviyewme’ edd te mumes ioe ot .teo¥ te eyab exert s 
bas ooalonatl nee etddved dgserd? «4 déttw em detest tom bivoo 
» ho Re eee " a 


_ soReo ins ga Ylletoeteg ¢2 youd of om hen trod * a 


elit: WE om esideasabdilain a& «C8 terfordy 18 hy godt Pome ve i 
ee MR aA, ie ian psoas 


2081 york (BBE sav gra do-welt te (Bitpbol teyed ; 


ew 


new nies I _snet 
2 2 wh te es Pe | {> To 


. an eh poe ape Sika ad LE sii ‘te wpittaien edt we sawiio~weH, te 
ta aatgbol watdate ia 4 noalan Sade. oe #908 ena te oem ott 


wh GS Si O's Ad Lo Bs ou 
O98 tomnso 2 eLienorseg r 004 93% xo er sextovor eutd eh ye. oe, 
t i? ads Aa | NCE Bett & suas a 


wit mk 00.88 bi eBtedoseve bel at bres f 


a ” : ’ 
ee ee - See yx i £ » 
<3 a ans 4s RUS AR of é 


aed ede a 
‘aye se? 08 +o Toslosoy die = so# ‘todous? a oH Meg oo 
to dee eae & ! Veg % ‘St oF. Rea Yee ‘hiwade ° ‘ - 

r oxot 00 i e oa: 

see ova “we x9 ey) 2 ae 1 8 vist « cS prt, yore sie a 


ri ow 
»# if ft Rey vs : iss eek: Ss 


et aateoot fey tas sonevbs a at ome i Rae a etl ot ke | an 
Glaitde of esd one oonevde mt exer axe aedy badd yileam fon on te eile : 
tedpune 4 shoe txe: egcdaye oF bag adc edt sett. cbigtooas otatecee ni a 
pabsist 2 nosy tnd $e —— tt oe tose ae beitey i Ls, one A 
bids waters radians on vine Ht Sasa oe Aiiithimiedl sige 





i hab L6G My 







7 iy Paar § 146 lee ti 0s 2 das 

ent aa vaeen pie tlhbs mt ‘wane 791ttD 
ak woaw iwi tlh aff }e Mee. £8 eam Phas wih adi 
rt Ve wot # tobe to etetdem ah 


» GR oe re bm ae tie ae Bay Fhe 


oft oo ytital« con viedo aaw | ‘ 
+8 6 onft Ye rove a2 dt twonest i 


264, 

Ae I received this letter in duplicate, I herewith 
enclose these sheets pertaining to this beloved topic, so that 
it may save you some labor in hunting wp the details. And be~ 
lieving that it will facilitate you when these financial matters 
are kept separate from more cheerful subjocts, IT herewith close, 
with best regards to all, 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK MN. METER. 


Habarowak, Siberia, 
November 10, 1906. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: 

Now I ‘Sem to your last letter, the one dated Septem 
ber 21, 1906. 

I collected quite some seeds of the red blackberries in 
which Mr. Taylor takes so much interest. There are two kinds and 
doth are in the box with weeds sent to Mr. Dorsett at Chico, 
Théedr numbere are 3578 and 358a, go if you desire to have some 
seeda at Washington, too, you might ask Wr. Dorsett for part of 
them, 

Amy species of Tyrus. oy I didn't meet many as yet. 
Pyrus ussuriensis and the Siberian crab epple (Pyrus baceata} 

were the two only ones seen at yet. [ see the horticul turi ste 
are enthusiastic about the prospeet of breeding hardier and 
better fruits. Well, with mach patience end time they will 


originate most certeinly hardier types of apples and pears than 
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the existing ones and in my opinion, here in Northern Asia is the 
real field to obtain them Wow this Siberien crab apple which 
oceurs wild all over the country and which is extremely hardy, is 
well worth experimenting with. It is a most heavy fruiter, but 
the fruits are not larger than choke cherries, dui to use this 
plant ag a parent in hybridiging with larger fruiting kinde will 


produce, in my opinion, some very good results. ft obtained already 





email quantities of seeds from them and will senddyou also a lot 
of scions some of these day se | 

1 see in the enclosure you sent me thet the horticul- 
| turists want to search the whole earth in econguest for batter 
@Ppplese Guppose, though, that before they go too far, they applied 
to Professor Sargent of the Arnold Arboretum. He has, in my opinion, 
the finest collection of wild species of Pyrus in America and from 
@ Plant improvement point of view, the materials in this beautiful 
arlioretum are too little uged or even known as yet. 

Yalso got » letter from Professor 5. A. Beach, himself, 
in which he aske me to look owt for good apple material in this fer 
Fastern lend. f will answer him and mention the fact that my ship 
ments intended for him have to go through the Department first in 
order to be indexed, dies: 

When you want different species of Pyrus, there are many 
Botanical Gardens which heve fine collections. “hen we have a seed 


list in the future, we may ve »bdle to exchange with them. 


ee OO eS 


I see your note about obtaining greater quantities of 


scions this season, I will try to execute it. 
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When in Liaoyang again I will certainly secure the dif- 
ferent varieties of pears there. It is a long way yet, though, and 
through a bad country. Could T but see ahead! 

Tam very glad to see that the Department ie sending out 
already many of my things. After all, that is still the main point. 
My work, hard and trying often as it is, is only preliminary. ‘the 
eetablishing is the thing. How do all these vegetables turn ont 
which I send? I suppose the Amerieans ¢onaider them mostly as 
Chinese rubbish, Well, here we haven't got mich variety in that 
line and as such tT put perhaps more valte om them than they are 
worth. | 

And you expect Isis of interesting stuff from Menehorie 
this year. Well, I personally am very sorry thet this country 
doesn't turn out to be as rich in vegetables es it is thought to 

be. So far as trees and shrubs of on vrmnenta Mature are Gon- 
cerned, nearly everything is long since known and in economie 
plants, they are nearly all staple crops whichere grown here and 
offer little new. ‘Pruite are in general brilliant by their total 
absence, Still, when in the real renee of intense cultwe, I 
hope to find some novelties yet. 

One thing I find out also ts that Panchuria is far too 
big to be explored minutely in one year. It is like America itself, 
"A country of magnificent distances,” and searching the country 
intelligently will occupy « couple of years. 

It these over-sugplcious Japs hadn't prevented me from 


proceeding northward, I would have been able to cover much more 
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territory, for that long journey along the Yelu and Tumen Rivers 
has, uoteithatanding ite great hardships, brought in relatively 
little. 

I also received « letter from Mr. ¢. YY. Piper, concern- 
ing the great desire of the Middle atlantic states to secure & 
tatisfactory meadow and pasture grass. Yell, in my box with seeds 
to Chico there are also meny grasses and T advised Ir. Dorsett to 
send these to the Department as you probebly would send them to the 
grasa station at Wella, Walla, Washington, Of course, when you 
receive them, you will take some ont for experiments at Ynshineton, 
but let me say thet the moist heat at Washington during the summer 
monthe will probabiy not suit the majority of these grasses. The 
grass, though, I sent you in registered letter under Hos, 470a 
and 47la and sent ales the same quantity to Mr. Dorsett, is most 
valuable and will probably aleo sult Yr. Piper's ideals, save that 
4% ien't very productive ss a hey producer, I am very anxious to 
know how this grass will turn out. 

I will give spectal atiention, though, to the request of 
Mr. Piper in leoking out for pepentel erasees that seam te heve 
the least walue for pasture or for hay production. Up to the 
present I have done so already for I had a feeling that a request 
of this xind was on the way to me. I wish you would inform Wr. ¢, 
Ye Piper of these things for when T write him myself it may not be 
found in conformation with wadtten or unwritten rules of the Depart- 
ment, ‘tho letter of Mr. Piper was dated fusust 50, 1906, so this 


will facilitate you to ask him » copy of it for your office, 


favel, 
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Then I received several officiel letters from Wr. Pieters 
written during your absence in Texas. As Vr, Pieters has left now, 
I will anewer them to yous 

Letter of July 27, 1906. Concerning difference of one 
dollar in purchase of berths. ag I explained this matter to you 
im wy finanetal letter, i don't have to do it here any more, Sut 
ir. Yieters says to write to Mr. tappone to explain this matter 
and ir, cappone himself writes 96, too, but as I get trouble then 
again with you, I think you had better settle this matter and accept 
my thenke for it in advance. | 

This Letter contained also the sothling certificate 
No. 32523. | 


Letter of Mugust 1, 1006. Containing « copy of the 





\ 


answers received by Ir. Dorsett on certain questions done te Mr. 
A. Zappone. “Looked over and kepping thince in mind." Po NeMe 


Letter of August 3, 4906, In which Mr. Pletere announces 





that a warrant om the 1, S. Treasurer is on the way to me and in 

whith Mr, Pleters expresses hie special pleasure that you congrats 

ulate me on my work, as he feels sort of personally responsible. 
Yeo, IT personally like it still more, canetielly from 

you, for I believe that you didm't quite know me at first, len't 

it go, Mr. Fairchild? 

ast 10, 


Letters of Aug 1906, one announcine the warrant 





has beon sent off and the other ome containing the valuable piece 
I won't draw the money as yet. 7 will first finish my 


letter of credit, for here im the Rugsian country it is very dif- 
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ficult to handle matters of finance. Yesterday, for instance, 
when in the bank hers, I was requested by the director if it 
wasn’t possihle for me to postpone my withdrawal of money until 
I reached VYisdivostock or Herbin as the bank itself had no direct 
connections with foreign countries. of course, I politely had 
to refuse his eheneste Por what om earth have we banks, other- 
wise, 1s a thing which I would like to ask our somewhat stupid 
Russian brothers. 

So tow, T answered all the mail and have an opportunity 
to tell you something of this country. Firstly, it is getting 
pretty cold here. The thermomeher ranges from 22° to 14° these 
laet days and to make it still esider, there blows a sharp north- 
west wind which goes through one's clothes like the dickens, ‘fo 
show you how quick the winter fell on us, [ may say that I awam 
yet on the first of Yovember in the River Iman, near Iman City, 
and that evening a snowatorm eterted first nicely and beautiful, 
so I danced from pure joy in the first snow of the year, but the 
next day the snowstorm became an icy blissard and ag I was intend- 
ing to go that dsy along the stream to find seed bearing trees of 
Acanthapanax ricinifolia which were reported to exist there, I | 
simply had to @bendon that pr ject and instead of that, took the 

train to Haberowek, Om the road to the station, the people nearly 

froze, even the snow on our faces melted immediately into ice and 

eo within 24 hours the real Siberian winter head all at once set in, 
Between Viadivestock end Imen t have covered the country 


partly by carte, pertly by train and also large stretches on foot. 
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In general it is » fine country for agriculture. ‘there is plenty 
of lumber eo as to buibd houses und for fuel purposes. The soil 
is mostly of a somewhat peaty or clayey mature and ig quite rich. 
Aw such the people grow mostly onts, wheat, barley and buckwheat. 
Also they keep quite some cattle which find their food in the wild, 
tall grasses, which exist yet all over. In the mountains which 
Look deep blue in this early winter and which ere covered as yet 
with large forests, there is plenty of game from tigers, beare 
and wolves down to theasants and partriages. Near Merkoechotka we 
saw the large hollow poplar tree in which a big bear hed its 
winter quarters a couple of years age and in which tree he was 
shot also, but besides mony game birds we didn't see any large 
wil@ animils. Sut there are mony tigers and wild boars which 
both are hunted by Zpreans and by the Boesisns., At a railway 
station a few hundred miles weat from Naberowsk they shot two 
weeks ago a tigress and ever agince the large male roams around 
in search of her. Rether pathetic, ten't ity But still, men mast 
destroy these animale, It is either he or I end the I is always 
of more value than the he. 

The dangers from outlaws, though, s@em to be Larger in 
thia country then those from wild anfimls, “e passed the spot in 
the forest near Werikoechofkn where a Korean was foun’ murdered 
two months aso and on the train » gendarme told us that between 
January and mow 180 people had been murdered in the stretch of 
country between Habarowsic and Viadivosteck. “hat such news is 


rather unpleasant to hear ia o fact with which you will agree, I 
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291. 
suppose. hen we left Iman on November 2 every Chinaman in the 


train was searched for fire arme because a band of six armed 


Chinese had held up passengers the day before and had robbed a 


wealthy Korean of 5000 roubles. Anda couple of weeks ago an 
armed band of outlawe had held up the train and had been chased 
off by the guards after the exchange of several shots, but no- 
body was hurt apperently. We havent, though, had any unpleasant 
encounters as yet, but $@ course, we don’t go out in the country 
without arms. One owe of prevention is better than one pound 
of cure, is the old asying. 

The botanical part of this exploration trip isn't as 
successful as IT wieh, Toarly all of the treee seen are Known 
already and those which are rare have universally no seeds or . 
very little. I ¢ollected, thowh, 8 gack full of mate from Juglans 
Wanchurida, small bege of seeds from *helledendron amurense, of 
which the wood seems to be valuable in furniture manufacture. 1so 
seeds of the beautiful Amur~lilac, Licuetrina emorense, which TI 
promt st 


consider a ver ornamentel shrub for the eolder parts of 





the United States. Then, we got quite a lot of seeds from the 
Cladrastis amurense, an ornamental shrub and tree which has ea 
veautiful hard wod well fit for fine furniture manufacture. Also 
seeds of the beautiful Acanthopanax ricinifolia, a tree too Little 
aiaeeian yet. Besides theese lots of smaller things like maples, 
oaks, ~yrus ussuriensie and “ryus bacesta, hazelnuts, Sindens, 
Pamax gessilifora, Pleutcrococeus senticoeus, wild grapes (Vitis 


amurensis) different wild grasses and several minor things. 
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In a box which I hope to ahip te you within a couple of 
days I will pack all these things. 

How, about my plans for these coming weeke. To begin 
with, the beginning is that the heavy frost has seriously inter- 
fered with my plang. You must know that the rivers are full of 
ice and while it has firmly eet om the edges, yet the middle is 
ene masse of large and 9mall ice fields with stretch<s of blue water 
between. And so we can't cross the rivers or do some of the read 
by water and I have no time to wait until this michty Amur is 
entirely frozen which will cecur in a month or eo from now, 56, 

I may have to return by rail to Nikdek and from there go pertly 
by rail and by carts to Harbin. Sut I haven't quite decided yet. 
When there is a change, " would rather enter Harbin from the forth 
east, pageing through a lesser known country where I may find new 
things, From Harbin, then, I will proeeed as | intended=-over 
Kirin to Mukden, where I hope to find mail again, which will be 
sent up from Peking. 

These last days { have bought me some heavy topboots and 
a big fur cap and look like a real Pussian, only the language is 
wanting yet, I personally like the Tussian people. It is such a 
young, simple-minded race as yet, ‘Jothing of our tired-of-life-ness 
or of nervousness is found among them, As a whole they are rather 

silent, but still inwardly contented. Of course, they are not the 
ae bit progressive ani this confirme ae such the axiom that the 
most contented races are the least pregressive and thet the most 


discontented countries are the most progressive (Vide America). 
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fhe standard of living under the peasantry ig rether 
low. Indeed, ¢ didn't know that the write race could Live under 
such comiitione «@ I have seen. No beds in the houses, no undress- 
ing before going to sleep, @ whole family all sleepin in one room, 
near one another, etc., etc. There hangs a general air of uneouth- 
ness over thia whole race which acts at the same time on me as a 
lover of the »ildnegs eg 2 dherm. 

And guch children they are, A fire-arm or a compass is 
in many cases regarded with s kind of respectful awe and I have 
hed big rough soldiers beg me a leaf out of an American magagine 
ag a souvenir from a country where the banner of Liberty floate 
and to which country they intend tc go «8 soon ag they see the 
Chance. My heart leaped up to them from sympathy, for the poor 
chaps have often an awful time out here, far away from friends and 
family. ome Mussian sailor = saw im Shanghed who tore off the 
button from his cap ani crushed it under hie heels, ‘when asked 
why he did it, the poyr fellow esid that the government hag had 
his parents both shot ani their house burned so what did he care 
for such a government, He begged me with tesres in his eyes to take 
him with me to America. 

if it is imtended to let me stay out here tn the ‘ast 
still amther yeer, I wish you could be so kind as to seni me 
some old magazines, if possible with many pictures in them; lixe 
"Sunset," and some more western magazines. IT often wish to show 
people here things and have nearly nothing with mee A few old 


 pooks will be welcome, too, for I never see “nglish books or papers 
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any more and fear that I will become somewhat stupid vhen residing 
too long among lesser cultured races, And [ have been asked several 
times what kind of fruite in general do well im the Northerm states, 
so if you could furnish me a few catadogues from dealers in frvit 
trees, etc. * they will be very much appreciated. One ‘wesian of fi- 
cer wanted to know from me wheat kind of pears were doing well in 
Idaho, he having a notion that the climeti¢ conditions here in 
Thatern Siberia are somewhat akin and then he would order sone 
trees and experiment here. “ell, I never was in Idaho as yet and 
could furnish meagre information abot this subject, Are ‘there 
perhaps any bulletins published by the Department about frult 
culture in the Sorthern States? If so, the undersigned will be 
delighted to receive some copies, 
fhe parcels with plants I shipped from Visdivestock 
through the post office at Shanghal to you had some among them 
that were wrapped in special good paper said to come from Korea, 
bu$ bought in Viedivostock. tid you see that paper and did the 
cuttings packed in them arrive in good shape? 4n answer on this 
will be of use to mo, for thon sewing in cotten cloth won't be 
necessary any more and will save much labor. “The paper is heavy 
and tough and I think will withstand lots of rough handling. 
Yesterday I wrote my letter om yellow paper beeause I 
thought I was nearly throuch with the light cuality of writing 
paper tut I saw today that IT have etill another lot so I hope I 
have enoughtuntil I receive a new supply from you. You may address 


it to Shanghei. I aleo would be glad to receive e quantity of 
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seed bags of different sizes and metal tage for | run out of 
all these mteriale and can’t get them here. 

I also wrote the Yokohama Mursery Co. for a emall bale 
of “phagmua to be delivered at Mukden and to Ur. VeGregor of 
Shanghai I also wrote for a large peckage of the seme material 
to be sent by Chinese parcel post so T hope to get the mterial 
there in Pukden. I had been in hopes of getting such thimes here 
but, mo, it isn’t even known. 

| t saw a few days oo & snitenthan of plants collected at 
Sachalin and I was surprised to see so many ornamentel shrubs and 
trees there were among them. [I think it would pay us to explore 
that island in search of new ornamental plants. “The climate is 
pretty cold there, too, so the things would be hardy in the northern 
part of the United “tates. 

As soon os I have packed im these seeds IT heve now, I 
hope to visit yet a rogion very ricoh in different kinds of trees 
south from here, where I may find some good things yet. 

mis city of Haberowsk has a very nice park at the bank 
of the Amor in which some perts are left yet as mture oricinally 
Planted it. Large Phellodendrons and Ligustrinae are to be seen 
there. Turther, the trees growing there are white and Black birches, 


gvali«leaved lindens, sgruces, bush willows, different spectes of 





wild prums, different kinds of spiraeas, elms, two kinds of poplars, 
many kinds of maples, Viburmam opulus and some minor shrubs. 

Yt ia a joy to me to see the eum set across the ice fields of the 
Mar and to see these beautiful eilhoueties of white birches show 


off against the dying purple of the far ‘act. 
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‘Well, Ur. Pairehild, the mumber of pages has reached 
fourteen, so I conclude with the best of regards to you all, 
Yours respectfully, 
FRANK NM, WOT'R. 


Harbin, ‘anchuria, 
ss Dewember 14, 1906. 
Dear Er, Yairehild: 
| Ag you see, [ om in Harbin, but I have been very unwell 
here and didn't enjoy life st all for several days. I am recover- 
ing, though, again and hope to be the same once again in a emple 
of day te i had caught a severe cold while on the journey here and 
had to keep several days unier the wool. I have looked into the 
wheat situation here, but there sseme to be very little in its 
The wheat is nearly all much intertor to our wheats. [t le oold 
and unpleasant here in Tarbin and rether dangerous. 1 will bless 
the moment that I am oui of this d. country, which I don't wish 
to see any more fora long time. | | 
Well, later on more, 
Yours reppeetfully, 


FHARK HN. MEYUR. 
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Hsiao Wu tal shan, 
Chili, Prov, China, 


HOv@e 22, 1906. 


Dear Mr. Fairchild: 
Many things have paseed again ainee I wrete you last and 


happily I am still alive yet, tho I have been on the edge of the 


grveve, A Couple of nights ago, when coming from the resteurant 


at about 8 pom. I was attacked by 3 thugs on a very quiet street 
but thenks to my presence of mind, I was able to defend myself and 
escape unharmed, ‘These are the details; When walking over the 
street, I noticed I was followed by 3 men, but I didn't take pare 
tiouler notice of it, as I didn't think, thet it was so dangerous 
here; but all at once, I heard some pesbling behind me and im- 
mediately a pleee of cioth is drawn around sy throat and they cot 
me down on the ground, I received « few heavy blows on my head, 
but it didn't stun me, on the contrary « I was at once awake to the 
situation and knew, gicx didn't offer a stronger defense as the 
atteoking party, + was a lost man. Se 1 returned the blows in 

the faces of the 2 attackers, (the Srd kept wateh) and at an 
cpportune moment I drew my large dagger and plunged it into the 
stomach of the leader of the two, on which he uttered a ory and 
immediately the vagabonds cleared off, I chased them yet for 


several yards, but they eseaped me, Unhappily I didn't wear my 


. revolver that night, as 1 really thought it wasn't so bad here as 


the people told, and so I had to let the scoundrels esoupe., | wort 


_ immediately to the police and we searched the neighborhood but = 
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no results, The next morning the frosen body of a well dressed man 
of about 35 years was found, only a couple of hundred feet from the 
spot where I was attecked, so this gang, or perhaps another, had 

been helas more successful in their gruesome labors, The inspector 
of police even somended upon my energy and I felt proud to be an 
Amerioen thet night. of course, | have been a little nervous for a 
few days, for 1 was pretty close to the ond, I know that, but from 
now on, my loaded revolver is always on a handy spot and a next 
attack, if committed the seme way, | hope to resist more successfully. 

In how far my main attacker has been wounded, is hard, if not 
impossible to ascertain, There are many dens here, where the lowest 
Classes spend their lives and nobody could search them all, for e 
wounded scwnnive’s I oan say, that 4 don't like this city anymore, 
There are too many criminals here, who have escaped from Sachalin or 
are former outlaws, who were sent @) this part of the country; after 
dexvk it is unsafe to be out. Cnly a few days ago again, 4 dead 
people were found underneath a bridge, all murdered, 

I have been delayed here on account of my interpreter being 
far from well and I myself, do not possess knowledge enougfh of 
Saieien, to transact my own business, And things fo sc slow here, 
that 1 personally think, that even old Ghina couldn't do it much 
worse, To obtain 2 sacks of oate from the experimental station up 
here, took us just a whole day and to deliver parcels at the P. 0. 
is a matter which occupies a whole forenoon; none of the employees 
knowing anything about parcel post arrangements with foreign countries 
and especially not with the U, S. of America, ‘tn Vladivostook 1 saw 
the Direstor of the P. 0. myself, trying to ship outtings to the Dept, 
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but he himself declared it was impossible to go beyond rules and « 
the rules at Vladivostock were such, that 1t wes impossible to ship 
things, All parcels had to be in square wooden boxes, could only 

be sent to the German frontier and when sent farther a resident of 
Viadivostock had to send the necessary money to transmit them farther, 
Of course, + politely refused to have anything to do with then on such 
conditions and then the American consul wis so kind to ship then 

with a Japanese steamer to Shanghai, from where the U, 5, P, 6, has 
forwarded them prob. since long ago to your address and to Chico, 

These 4 marcela I sent from here, and of which I notified 
you in a recent letter, may heve reached Washington, 2,°,, ere 
this reaches you, They told me, the receiving warty would have to 
pey some money on them as the parcelepost arrangement doesn't 
extend to the U. *, Is this really so? 

Now I have venarnd 5 large boxes with seeds and hope tc have 
shipped them to the Dept., before 1 mail this letter, This time I 
have rather large quantities of cereals which grow more or less 
bibedestully in this rather unfevorable climate, I suppose, they 
are since long woll known, but yet, it may be, that one or two 


- are not known yet and it may eave time in same of the Northern States, 


to know that a certain kind does well in a similer climate, 

The blaek oats expecially are considered very good up here and 
iy drive the other oats out of the market in a couple of years, fhe 
other cereals sre nearly all originally coming from Russie and as 
there have boen several explorers in that mighty land, they are 
prob. well known. , 

there are quite « few conifér seeds among them, as you'll 
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notice, So Wr. Nicks and some other nursery men, may feel grateful 
to the Dept. if they receive a small quantity. 
Of the Manchurian welnuts, I wished you would send the bulk 
to Mr, Dorsett, “hieo, as he has asked me to remember him in this 
matter, when I came across them. 
The small leaved linden, Tilia cordata, is a nice ornamental 
tree of gmall dimensions and may be appreciated by many gerden owners. 
These hagelnuts may be tried in the N. ‘tates where there are 
few fruit trees, and where as such a hagelnut even is appreciated, 
The 5 Manchurien plants par excellence, ne 1, Phellodandron 
) amurense, Oledrastis anmurensis and the Ligustrina amurensis are all 
three well worth growing and the lestenamed especailly, is destined 
to become a successful garden shrub all over the N, U. 5. 
| Of Pyrus ussuriensis and P. baccata there are smell quantities, 
80 Mrs Beach of Iowa may be remembered, with ea few seeds, 

The wile arenes may be tried to give the U. 5, e hardy grape- 
vine of the vinifera type. 

Of the Juncus I enclose a smaplo of matting and of some braid 
under No 622a, showing how well fit it is for the purpose, I per 

' gonally think, thie hardy rush will be well appreciated by you all, 
| extending as it does, the rush culture all over the Sorthern part of 
the U, 8, 

Now, I obtained the large bag with black nan Ne, 67Sa, and 
the buckwheat No, 674a, together with the Hos, 669a, 670a, 67la and 
672a, from lir, Gagun, manager of the Agricultural Stetion here and said 
gentleman wouldn't accept any money for it, but would be too pleased, 


if the Dept., sent him some amall quantities of hardy cereals and 
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and hardy agricultural crops from the Sorthern regions, for he said 
our crops here sre mostly not herdy enough for this clime and we 
desire serasiay hardier crops for our people here, So if you 
see fit, 1 hope you may send some things to the Station up here, 

in the smallest box of the three, I enclosed a pamphlet 
obtained from the Agricultural Station here, giving information 
goncerning some crops here. Perhpas, ur. “arleton of the Dept., 
may be able to find sexething interesting in it, as he is about 
the only gentlemen speaking Russian in the Dept., ien't 1+? 

The duplicate notes are also in thet same box. The lightest 
ones I send you enclosed in this letter, 

3 In a few days I hope to leave Habarowsh for cood and preseed 
southwards by train, In Ninguta, Manchurie, I hope to stay for a 
little while, overlooking the regions there and then prob. by 
train to Harbin, 

I had a talk with the head of the Police up here the other 


| 
| 
| } 


day concerning my intended journey in sledges on the Amur of the 
Sungeri, so as to reach Harbin that way, but he told us, that is 


was pretty certain, that 1 would never return anymore f6fm thet trip, 





unless i ay ted by a strong military convoy, for, he said, 
slong these rivers the headquarters are of different robberbande, 
which escape the lews of both Russia and China and which take 
refuge in these wild uninha ited regions only to come cut oce# 
sasionally to plunder caravans or trevellers, Now in how fer 

this is so, I can't ascertain, but I think, 1 better take the 
‘heed, for, if something happened, they would say“we warned hin, 

but he wouldn't listen, so we disclaim any responsibilitiy and this 
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is not exactly a country, where it pays a man to be without sone. 
protection or another", 

The Glimate here is real Siberia, it freezes every day and the 
thermometer was yesterday at 2°F. and it has snowed hard also the 
whole day, 80 everything moves sow in sledged over the streets, 

I do not know, at what time you'll receiwe this letter but 
I think Xmas must be either very near or over, 30 I wish you all 
the very best of everything, hoping another time to be again in 
your Companys 

Iti] keep on Gounting upon the goodewishes of you all in 
this uneasy land and hope to pass thre all right. 

I remain with best of regards, to all, 


Yours respectfully, 


(s) Frank ", Meyer 
P, 8 I shipped the boxes just now and notified the American Consul 


at Yaldivostock of it. They'll reach you prob, in 6-8 weeks from now, 
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Harbin, Manchuria, 
December 20, 1906. 
Dear Na, Pairehild: 

foday I shipped a box with seeds to you vie Vladivoatock 
to Seattle, Of course, it will take a long time before it will 
reach you, but still it is better to be notified too early than 
too late. 

| The contents are not ae varied or as rare as I would 
Like it, but that is the fault of this country, for strange to say, 
T don't think we'll be able to obtain many novelties out of these 
regions. early sll of the stuff grown comes originelly from the 
more southern regions and ag such it ig well known. 

4g I wrote you on the postal, I heve been quite unwell 
here for about ten daye and I esn’t say that T am quite the same 
yot. The cold end the discomforts are really too much in preva- 
lenes to enjoy Life and then the dengerousness of the country with 
all these robber bands and these thugs which make people stay as 
math in their houses es possible. Wo, I will be glad when I have 
left Manchuria behind me, 

When I wae in Ningutea o couple of weeks ago both the 
civil and the militery sngietrate strongly advised mo not to 
proceed to Samsin as even foreigners had been murdered by the 
robbers and when I left Mingute I got a convoy of four soldiers 
with me to accompany me to the stations for the evening before oe 
morchant had been attacked agein om the game road we had to pase 


over. Well, we didn’t have any encounters at all. 
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These last days I have been looking into the wheat 
situation up here. Well, as a result I can say that it ie not 
so that the wheat here ie superior to omm American wheats, The 
flouring milis here don't get more than 60 - 66 per cent of flour 
from the wheat and the grain itself is far from clean. ‘the reason 
that the story came to be told that the Harbin flour is superior 
to American flour is probably because the exported American flour 
ig Grd grade and, of course, as euch some of the flour here can 
be superior to that, vat when one looks at the ordinary Harbin 
and the ordinary American flour then one sees at once that curs 
is whiter and cleaner. 
In the box with seede I sent you a sample of Ninguéa 
wheat which is considered as one of the best wheate here in Man~- 
| churia. 
In the future, though, when the Chinese use more machinery 


ami do things more on a businegas s@ale, then I am afraid that 


a a a ni 


Manchurian flour will oust oure from the Imstern markets. This 
fe s splendid wheat country and it needs only guidance and cooperation 
on the part of the growers and then they will supply the whole 
Bar Hest, 

A short review of my last journey won't be unwelcome to 
you, I suppose, so I will mention that T went on November 24 to 
Corruskayn, @ little distance South of Habarowek. There it ie all 
primeval forest yet and metly pines and larches. Ve douldn't 
do any exploring there for the snow was everywhere from one to two 


feet thick, but I got there a nice bag full of fresh pine seeds 
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which I enclosed in this box. 

On Monday, Movember 26, we left Habarowsk by troin and 
went to Hailing, Manchuris, where we arrived Novewber 26. ‘the 
next day we proceeded by certs to Ninguta for on one of the notes 
Ihave wae written that fine white pears are grow here which are 
gent to the court at Peking and that alse other fruite shine: sates 
Wali, about these pears it is mot true, I am afraid thet Liaoyang 
ia meant instead of Minguta and about these other small fruits, 
the natives told me that they are only to be had in carly summer. 
I presume a Podophyllum is meant and also perhaps « ground cherry. 
(Physalie ap.) I got, however, some scions of a wild poar near 
Hinguta which is seid te be nice. 

Om December lst I ieft Singute again by cart to Hailing 
and then by train to Harbin where I errived the next day. Yester~ 
day Y wag in Ashe-ho, 2 large town not far from here, trying to 
get dry land rice which I was told I would be able to snutece there, 
but there was nothing of the kind. JT have te go farther south for 
that. 

. The traine here have strong guards of soldiers and at 
every otation there are military posts and thet is all for those - 
notorious Hung-hutses, which are the terror of these Northern 
regions, Many soldiers hove been killed already by them and they 
even mtilate their victims, just like the Imiians did of yore. 
A bed lot, they are! 
I intend now to proceed by train to Kwang Telentse and 


then by carts to Kirin, but t will first find out about the 
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unsafety, for it doean't pay to be murdered here somewhere. 

There is here an American Consul, Mr. F. 0, Maher, and 
we had quite a few tadks alroady. Wr. Masher told me about the 
camphor industry in Formosa end how the Japanese are utilising 
mowadays even the leaves and young twigs and how they are abe 
to extract about 2% of camphor out of that material, pr. Fisher 
said that the Japs have today preeticadly the monopoly of camhor 
-and that im hie opinion 1% would be a moat excellent thing if we 
gould establish eon cinpeey Plantations in the States. He also 
gaid thet there ase two kinds of Gemphor trees in Formosa, the 
one yielding the preelous product and the other furnishing the 
famous canphor wood so beloved by regidents in tropical eountries 
to keep their wardrobes in. 

I myself do not know what the Department has done in 
this line, but knowing too well the tendency of the Japs to 
exclude all foreigners from their apheres of influence, and te 
keep everything for themselves alone, it might be a good thing 
to go into that camphor industry on e somewhat large stale. T% 
will keep our cellulédd menjfecturers colng, a thing which is 
not go sure, when Japan hae established her own factories either 


in Japan or in Pormoea. 


December 21, 1906. 
Yoday I sent one parcel containing three packages with 
euttings to Mr. Reger 5. Greene, American Co mercial Agent at 
Madi vostock, Siberia, and asked him to forward them to the post 


office at Shanghai which office I notified to send them to the 
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Department at Yashingtom. The reagon I have to ap into all that 
trouble is because this whole Menchuria is still under martial 
law and no Rap le for forsign countries are accepted. These 
packages contain scions of the Siberian orab apple and of a wild 
pear, Of the apples, there are quite a few, 80 you my clive some 


to these horticulturists in Iowa for their apple breeding experi- 


ments. 


It takes a long time here to send things away. Yor the 
box with seeds I lost nearly a whole day, for the people here 
have no business methods at all. It is like Mexico, "“Vanens.” 

I also received two letters from you. One deted Septem 
ber 21, 1906, of which I reesived a copy in Hebarowsk and vhich 1 
answered. Letter for October 16, 1906 in which you announce the | 
receipt of my postal from Viedivostock. But didn't yon get any 
of my letters from Korea? I wrote from Pyoh-Tong, from Sang» Kp 
and from Maegan, ‘They must have gone astray and such would be a 
pity. 
| Well, tomorrow I hope to depart so I redfiin with best 
regarde to all, 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK W, MUYER. 


Enclosed the notes belonging 
to one box with seeds and to three a”, 


packages with seions. 
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| tei~yuan, Manchuria, 
Jamary 15, 1907, 
Dear Mr. Pailrohild: 

You see, Tt am still in the Northern reglons, but I am 
slowly approaching the somewhat milder regions and I won't be 
sorry for that, for the cold up North is very severe, espesially 
when sitting on a Chinese cart between the hours of 4 and 6 A.M 
Glad to say I have passed most of the dangerous regione, for so 
far as ouflawa are concerned and also so far as political compili- 
cations gO. 

This time I went from Harbin by rail to “wan Telentese. 
Then by cart to <irin and from there by cart to thio city. Gn 
these exploring trips I we lueky enough to pick up quite a few 
things which I hadn't collected before, like some new milletes, 
beans, wheats and best of all, several varieties of dry land rice 
which grow excellently in these northern localities. You remembor, 
binge, how I wrote you from Peking that [T had hed a talk with 
Mr. Hosie about the dry land rice and how said gentleman told me 
that he had never biord of rice ececurring farther north then 
Macden and beholi-e-~T cot reports that it even grows in Fetuna at 
the 45th degree latitude, tt is too dangeroae juat now to explore 


around there, for there ie a band of 500 hung~hutse plunder ing 








and murdering in thet neighborhood, but I got several sacks of 
rice from near Kwan Teientse and near “irin which localities are 
on the 44th degree. 


30, marvellous to mention, our rice beit is at once mo ved 
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into the Dakotas and who knows if it may not go farther North yet. 

Of ortiamental plants or fruit trees I didn't get much as 
yet up here. From Dr. FP. J, Sordon of the tet ah Presbyterian Mission 
at Kwan Theng tae, Manchuria, t obtained atveen scionse of several 
varietios of Chinese pears ané apples growing there. If you could 
do it, I wish you would send him a few packages of corn, the kind 
We eat ag a vogetable, for the varieties of corn they have here are 
too coarse to est. Also, if you have some improved strains of 
wheat, he would like to get gome of it to experiment with here. 
Perhaps you might add a few packases of flower end vegetable seeds. 
Dr. Gordon is willing to seni you in return things which we would 
like to have from these regions like mre rice or more scions or 
seeds from omab apples, ot¢e J had » very nice Chrivteas with them 
and they were very nice to me and eo I would personally like it if 
you could send him theee few things. 

These missiomaries are very helpful to me and their homes 
are like oases to me in this — lund, You, living among your 
own good white race, cannot comprehend perhape cin’ an intense 
‘longing one has to see at least a white faces As you know, the 
Chinese consider us ag rather wicivilised and especially after 
this ever-to-bo-regretted mr between the best branch of the yel~ 
low and the poorest of the white race, they have loat considerable 
respect for us. When I walk through the streets Lil here in Kai-— 
yuan, they even call me nicknames and lengh and aneer. ‘The day 
before yesterday, when I was looking for an Inn they crowked in a 


big mass around me end began even to seold me, Well, then, slthough 
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504 
I am rather even-tempered, I got angry and took hold of a ten foot 
pole standing close at hand and went at thea, but then you should 
have heard them scream ané geo then fly in all dfreetionsa of the 
wind. I then saw that they still heve some kind of an awe for ua. 
Of course, I didm't knock them down, It wae only s scare. 

Tomorrew morning f at leaving for Meling, s center of 
bean growing and may perhaps obtain some more new varieties of 
beans and from TMleling Mukden ts my next stop where T hope to 
find some mail and from where I hove to ship several boxes with these 
economia seeds. 

I herewith enclose my accounts for the past quarter which 


elosed December 31, 1906. I trust they will be foand ecnare. I 





my explain that the universal currency @11 over north Manchuria 
i@ as yet the Russian Rowble and will probably remain so, too, for 
@ long time for the Chinese like that money. ‘South of Xirin the 
Mexican dollar takes the territory agaln, but that currenay will 
eome to be reckoned with in this present quarter. 

Wall, from Mukden T will write you again. With beet 
regards to you all, I remain 

Yours respectfully, 


PRABK BR. MUYERe 
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86. 
Makden, Manchuria, 
Jamuary 21, 1907. 
Dear Mr. Pairchild: 

Yesterday, arriving in thie city ssfe end sound, I found 
hwo letters from you awaiting me. One dated October 30, the other 
Oetober 31, Also a telegram reading, “INFORM MUYER WILSOW LuAVEs 
SAW PRANCISCO JAWUARY @ POR UPPSR YANGTSE BRINGING YOU INSTRICTIONS. 
WW? HIM SHANGHAI BEFORE PRBRUARY 10. THLEGRAPH HIM CARE Hows KONG 
SHANGHAT BANK. CABLE ME DMOCEDIATELY. WILSON." Wow, this "gram" 
is somewhat confusing. Does it mean I have to wire Wilson in 


Shanghal or in ‘Frieee? and wheat ehall] I cable to Seeretary Wilson? 


‘Twill talk with the Consul about this thing, wt I think Tf will 


cable Seoretary “Vilson the following. “WILL MS? WILSON SHANGHAT," 


and to Wileon, the explorer, T will wire c/o H and ch. Bank, Shang- 





hal, “WILL PSST YOU SHANGHAT. WAT? POR ME" 

This telegram rather upsets my plans for further explorne 
tions im North China, for I had intended to collect material in 
South Manchuria, North Korea and in Pechili Province, Shantung and 
more pointe in North china for I obtained interesting information 
concerning new varieties of fraits and vegetables in the northorn 
parte of China, but I will heave to give it up this time. 


As you may know, Chins 1a one of the most difficult 


countries to explore on account of one mot being able to obtain 


peliable information about things and it takes one years and years 


before one obtains informtion enough to mike a really exhaustive 


search for the different things. ‘till, 7 will have to come back 


here up North at « time thet I will have more time, 





_ Abiadona iesonee eae aby 
VORL £8 rama 
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36, 
I will answer your letters now, About Mr. Geil who is 
“not going now. Well, a very good thing I didn't rush to shan Hat mven 
to meet him and then, if a man is so weak thet his doctors don't 
want him to go, he had better stay away from these northern regions 
where the strong ones get stronger and the weak ones parish. 

Wow, your big letter of October 31, 1906. Yes, about 
returning to the United Stetes. “ell, IT am afraid myself that I 
will have to stay another year, but then I will return, for it is 
not good for . tan to be too long away from his own racee io [I 
count upon it to return sometime between October, 1907 and April 
or May, 1908. At the seme time I wish you would suggest to those 
having the power, to give me an inoreage in galary for the next 
figesl year. Life here is connected with too many perils and 
hardships te warrant one working for = small salery, for one wears 
out mach faster while roughing it all the time than when having 
a quieter life. And then, [ will have to learn quite a good deal 
yet in other countries and will need some money for that. 

‘About settling down in southern Texas, well, I first 
would want to see the locelity, the climate, inspiringness of 
gsurrowidings, etc., so I couldn't ssy anything definitely at this 
long range. 

My intentions now seem to shape themselves as follows. 
Returning to the States between October, 1907, and Vey, 1908, 
Visiting different parts of the United States like the northwestern 
states, Seeing some of the experimental stations in different 


atates. look over Texas and different Southern states in comiec« 
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We 
tion with South and Central Chinese plants, ‘Tha in the fall of 
1908 go to my native country (Holland) and see my father and 
mother who are mow in the seventies and vho want me to come very 
badly as their time is getting near end as I haven't seen them 
now for ovor five years, I don't think it will be Gonsi dered 
sentimental when I myself, too, am longing to see them again, 

Then, I want to pay visits to several Botanies] Gardens 
in “urope, finding ont what kind of shrubs and trees are worth 
introducing in the States. Yhen possible, I want to spend & year 
in the St. Petersburg Botanical Garden, looking over the big 
herbarium of Aciatic plants there and egeing also what plants 
they have there in cultivation. At the same time I want to learn 
the Ruseian language more thoroughly for I have an inward feeling 
that Yam going to come mora im contact with “ussians. 

AS you know, Many parte of the tremendous Russian empire 
haven't been explored ao bo gpeak. That is, the world doesn't 
know what 1a to be found in some of these parts, ‘thé Island of 
Sachslin, for instance, seemg to have distinct varieties of orna- 
mental shrabs and treees, The region nerth of Omsk and Tomek is 
eaid to have peeulisr forma of trees. he Caucagus ie well known 
for excellent apricots, grapes and subtropical fruits, And when 
in tirin, T obtained information froma Russian Captain that 
Turkestan hne meny different varletics of excellent grapes, musk- 
melone and in the south even figs. Aleo a strange ornamental 
shade tree oxist there and Little-known cersale. Now Tarkestan 


4s somewhat similar in climate to that of Arigona and parte of 


Texas go there my be things there well worth securing. ov, 
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S08, 


when through with my work in “urope, I am ready again to go back 
to Asia for I heave really only sicimmed a little edge of this part 
of the world and especially Central and “estern Chine heave se very 
moh to offer yet. 

You see by this that [ am mot at all tired yet of explor~ 
ing, f ofiy want to go back now and then and keep in contact with 
the needs of my own race and wee their way of doing things. 

Yea, T too am surprised that nearly all of my shipments 
to Chico have turned out so well. Mr. Dorsett its certainly well 
qualified for his work. i didn't think the distribution would be 
guch a difficult job. You hit the nail on the hesd about Botanical 
Gardens, mogt of them are scrap heaps, indeed, and especially 
those in the United States. 

Iwae gled to see thet Mr. Tull's ledore were successful. 
Bid the plants arrive well? Whet do you think of those rushes | 
found in “astern Siberlag I, here in my solitudes, love to call 
mys@lf a builder of an empire, for moving rice, mash ill lotus 
belte BOO miles or a0 northwards is somewhat of empire building, 
isn't it? 

Yes, the different industries worth studying are MOLY» 
‘the Bamboo one is the most important, the jujube perhaps, teo, and 
the wet land cultures are cuite useful too for us. Grape cul ture 
for the northern states is also quite fascinating and perhaps I 
will come across more yot. 

I see your remarks about hybridising of Japanese cherries. 
Yes, if you Gould get the clustering habit of the bird cherry 
(Prams padus) united with the largeness of flowers of the Japanese 
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309, 
cherries, you would have an ideal combination. It is well worth 
trying, — 

As I wrote you in my last letter, I have pessed now the 
most difficult parte of my journey, Wow I have to hurry my eol- 
Leoted cereale and beans in boxes (and there are 2 large sacks 
of them), ship thea, collect some trees and shrubs in the North 
Tomb near here, saat pears and ornamental trees from Liesyeng and 
neighborhood, visit Newehwang, get apple scione from Mwarg-ning, 
pay a flying visit to Peking and Mentein, gateh a steamer at 
‘sing wang tan, and be in Shanghai om or about February 8. And 
then, I den't know, ‘het kind of instructions will Wilson bring 
me? | 

I haven't received as yet the Gardeners Chronicles. 
Perhaps they are in Teking just now. 

| Yt also haven't redelved my authorisation sa yet. Tid 
you ever inquire at the Department of Health about a permit to 
ship plants from Chineg bid you alse send the lists of planta 
which didn't suoceed, so [ have to collect them again» Perhaps 
I will find same of these things in Peking again. 

I got a letter from Ur. carchet telling me thet there are 
plants from Dongs i waiting for me at the Consulate. I surmise they 
are the Loquata. “irs Kennedy mast have made a mi stake in address~ 
ing thonis 1 wrote tr. Barehet at ence, telling him to send then 
to Mr. heGregor who will take temporary care of them. 


Well, this is sgsin a long letter. “ith best regards to 


you all, I remain 


Yours respectfully, 
PRABE HN, MYR. 
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Yewehwane, Manchuria, 
Jamaary 28, 1907. 
Deer Mr. Fairehil d: 

Thiea time I am in the min part of thie Vanchurten 
eountry. I made a hurried trip from vuleden to Liseyang and from 
there here. In Mokden I packed in three lared boxes with seeds 
and handed them over to the Japanese Transportation Company to be 
forwarded vis Delny through Mr. 7. As Christensen, Kobe, to ‘re 
W. Ds Sengon, Sekbtle, U.S.A. he American Consul at Iukden, 

Mr. Ve De Straight, has taken upon himself any matters that need 
straightening out in comection vith a speedy forwarding of these 
boxes. Thie time there are quite «a few niece thimes amone them, 
like the northern dry-land rice, a few rare millets, some little- 
known varieties of beans, ctd. 

If you find the opportunity, I wish you would take « 
pert of No. 719a, those small green beans, and make a sprouting 
test with then. ‘the Chinese way of letting them germinate and 
gprout ie this. ‘they texe an earthen jar, pour the beans in it, 
take ince warm water ond pour that over the beans, “hen put the 
jar on ea warm place to let the beans germinate, refreshing the 
water every twenty~four hours. After these beane heve mode short 
roote, they pour them out in wiskerwork or reed-woven basxete and 
keep them in a warm, dark placé again, taking care not to let 
them shrivel from want of moisture and of warmth, by surthkling 
them several times a day with warm water and ceeping moist cloth 
over the baskets to prevent cold air from injuring than, After 


the sprouts are about 1) inches long they are fit for consumption 


, ea kapred oneal yen vr 
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Sli. 
and they are hawked out im the streets, being sold by weight. 

How the most favorite way of eating them seems to be 
this: lean pork is cut in smell pleces, is fried with care, then 
when it is nearly ready the bean sproutsare thrown in the pan and 
the pork and sprouts are turned a few times only; then «t onee it is 
thrown on the dishes and it is ready for the table. hen pubting 
& little vinegar or some soy sauce over it, the taste ise highly 
imppoved and I consider it one of the mst palatable dishes. 

A setond way of serving which is more patrician is as 
follows; ‘the sprouts at s length of lg to 2 inches are freed from 
their reots and seed lobes by means of cutting or clipping ther 
eff. Thon some cold pork or Gold veal is cut in long strips, only 
a few lines bread, the bean sprouts are steeped in boiling water 
for 4 fow minutes only, taken owt and mixed with the meat and by 
putting some galt, pepper, 911 and vinegar over it one obtains 
an excellent salad. 

In Liaoyang I obtained five different species of pera 
and of nearly all a nice quantity of acions. I do not think I 


will have time to ship them from here, but they are oil well packed 


jim and kept in cold storage, so I probably will send them from 


Mais Today I have to arrange money matters here et the bank, 





‘pack my trunk and boxes which I stored with the Consul here and 


will try to cross the river tonight which is = dengerous proceeding 
on account of the ice mot being frozen together because the winter 
here down south has been remarkably mild. If I am able to get over 


safe and well, I will take the train tomorrow morning to Han pantse, 


- i ee hae | hd 
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then by carte to wang « ning, where they heve $ or 4 varictles 
of apples growing. ‘Then the next day beck to Shan hai kwan and 
from there to *eking where I have different things to settle with 
the Legation about tail, Gollected seeds, stc. Then back over 
Mentein where my Chinese guide has to see his relations before 
going down south, and then the 3rd or 4th of February I hope to 
be aboard a steamer in Telng wang tan near Shan hei kwan and the 
7th or 8th of the same month will see me in Shanghai. 

It is, of cored, very inconvenient to me that Mr. Wilson 


comes ao early in the spring. It prevents me from collecting all 


the wild trees and shrube I had spotted out, but--«when the business 


is thought important @nouch to cable me, I have to leave my own 
plans out of ecnsi deration. 

I also sent you by registered parcel post 1/2 of the 
quantity of Alfalfa seeds I collected in Liaogyang. You micht try 
it then in the colder arid regions of the North. The other half 
I will forward from shanghai, It was quite a job on colleet so 
mich but I dere say that very little alfalfa seed is left om that 
eity wall of Liaoyangs 

Miclosead are the notes on the mterisl in the three big 
boxes sent from Mukden. Also a few wirnotes from Manchuria and 
® picture of Lotus flowers, fish and children. Mice, isn't it? 

I got it im Hirin. ‘These war~-ntbes are being called im and if 
you are not « colletor yourself, you may be able to please some- 


body else with them. ‘Thst one dollar note is the one which is 
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313. 
going to replese all these war notes, 
Well, I will close with best of regards to you all, 
Yours respeotfully, 
FRANK 3. MYER. 


Shanghal, China, 
February B, 1907. 


Dear Mr, Pairchild: 


Yesterday I arrived safe and sound here in Shanghal 
after a four day's trip from Tching wang tan, North China. I 
saw Vr. Wilson end went with him, Mr, MeGregor and Mr. Gappey 
to the Museum of the Jemult Fathers at Siceawey and to the 
Rursery of the Shanghai Public Cardenas We didn't have much 
opportunity as yet to spexk sbout the business details of the 
intended journeys but this afternoon I am going to see Mr. Wilson 
in regard to this. | 

I received « whole Lot of wail from you while on my 
flying trip to Peking. I hope to anewer it very soon. | 

. | the mail closes within a few hours and I just drop you 
these few lines to notify you that T reached Shanghst ond saw My. 
Wilson. In a following letter I hope to be able to write you 
some more interesting information. 
| : remain as ever, 
Yours respectfully, 


FRANK NH. M YURe 
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Shanghai, Chins. 
February 15, 1907. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

As I notified you nearly six days ag, I arrived in 
Shanghai in good health and spirits, and since then T have been 
very busy talking with Mr, Wileom and packing the meterial f 
collected while im Manchuria. As you know, the time falled me 
of sending the thines from the North, so I am doimge it now from 
this port. 

I have been obliged to do it all myself om account of 
not being able to get an aselistant, it being Ghinese Hew Year, 
and I may aesure you that I have had a rather aifeiouls time in 
getting packing material, etc. “ell, about this rather teehnical 
deteil we won't spill any words, for at the other end of the 
Slobe you will be hardly able to underetand how much confusion 
thie Chinese New Year brings into the way of doing any business. 
- The mail leaves tomorrow morning and I am afraid I 
won't have finished all my notes by thet time, go I send you 
herewith a list of the many thimes I semi yous. Flense be so kind 
as to distribute them to different pevple when you are too busy 
at veoh ington to handle them yourselves for, I may say, some of 
these things my prove to be very valuable. 

I received lots of mail from you and as sooi ss I am 
shrongh with this rush i will angwer them. In tetel, thera are 


59 parcels with cuttings, et¢., to the Department ot Yashington, 
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Febr. 16 '07 


Dear Mr. Dorsett: 


Herewith I send you 14 parcels, containing scions, cut- 


tings and plants. They go by American mail and I trust they'll 


reath you in good shape. The mail leaves very soon and I can't 
finish all my notes by that time, for I am all alone and can hard- 
ly manage all the pecking, shipping, ete. 

So I enclose herewith 2 sheets on which I wrote the few 
necessary facts of information, 

I also got several letters from you, which ones I‘'11] 
soon answer, 

In Haste}}, With best regards, I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
PRANK HW. MEYER 

587 - A climbing plant, said to be ornamental, prob. a celastrus, 
Kirin, Manchuria, Jan. 5 '07, 
588 - A willow with opposite leaves. N. Yi Ma tchau, Manchuria, 


591 - The famous fragrant water pear called Hsiang sui 11, used in 


ried and fresh state by the Chinese, Liaoyang, Manchuria, 


595 ~ A strange grass prob. valuable from the city wall of Kai~yuan, 
596 ~ A&A very fine leaved sedge of use as a lawn grass, from same 
locality as above No. 

597 = A medium coarse sedge for same purpose as the above, from 


the same locality too, 
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314b. 


598 = A very coarse sedge. Of use as a lawn grass on shady 
places and as a fodder plant. 


599 - A very good sedge, for some purposes as the preceding No. 


from near San teu lintse, Manchuria, May be very valuable!! 


600 - A semi-coarse sedge from the same locality and for the sane 
purposes as the preceding iio. 
632 ~ An apricot called Sui ten hen, said to be a very good one. 
633.- An apricot called Huan Ten her. 
625 = An apricot called Huan Ten her. 
636 ~ 4n apricot called Yin pai Ten her. Said to produce silvery 
white fruits. 
637 ~« An apricot called Wo kuo ten her, 
638 - An apricot called Tu Hsing: er. 
639 = An apricot called Huang Hsing er. 
Of the Hos. 588, 591, 599, 600, large quantities have 

also been sent to Washington, >. GC, so these packages may be retainel 
entirely at Chico. 

Of the diff. var's of apricots I sent Chico all, because 
the climate in the East prob. won't suit these fruits and orob. there 


is also there no stock at hand, 
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SS 
and 14 to Chico, I also send you the remining alfalfa seedg 
from the city wall of Liaoye ng. 
With kindest regards, I remain 
i Yours reapectfully, 
in Haste} FRANK H. MEYER. 


Shanghai, Chins, 
February 20<22, 1907. 
Dear Mr. Dairchild: 

This time I am golag to answer the different letters I 
received from youe It is a big pile and there are many things 
of importance awong th ai. 

Let me first thank you for the present of your pamphlet 
"Our Plant Immigrants’ and for the 9 magazines which I received 
too. They will come in handy in the lone mountein regione in 
Shansi. 

| As you know already, I met Mre Vilgon all right. We had 
quite a few conferences about the work and as Mr, Wilson sent you 
a copy of the game Letter he gave me and in that letter the main. 
points have been touched, it is mot necessary any more for me to 


go into details. Mr. Wilson left lest fundsay ot midnight and ws 


we had nothing else to discuss, it would have been waste of time 


and money to have accompanied him to Hankow, 
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Of course, Mr, Fairchild, I myself am far from cone 
tented with these matters’ As you know, I rather wanted to come 
back this spring, taking with me different valuable plants. And 
now you arranged thie trade, notifying me only when the thing hae 
been settled. 


It is decidedly a lose to the United States thet I 





haven't been able now to conclude my work in Manchuria. ‘“uny are 
' the thinge which I could not obtain mow on account of the hurry~ 
ing down to shanghat. And now efter all, the thing could just as 
well have been settled by mail. The talks Mr. Wilson and fT had 
Gould easily have been omitted and a few lengthy vonkest substi-~ 
tuted instead of them, and I would have had a far greater satis~ 
faction when I had been able tc introduce some more of the products 
of the Northern regions, 

Well, it has happmed now, and it can't be changed any | 
tore, Perhaps next year we will be able to do gome things. 

I suppose you have a copy lef of the open letter of 
introduction to Mr. “leon. Well, I consider it extremely strange 
that you should put im such an open letter such things as that 


“The persimmons alone are worth more attention than you have given 





them." Who has been talking about such things? I wish you would 
be so kind and give me the mame of the authority who told you about 
ao many varieties around Peking. Toat is certainly a novelty to us 
up here. 

And about photographs of the fruit showing its seedless 


character, well, you know as well ae [ myself that my camera ien't 


ar (a ee ee Vay ae Pd b 
. pron ee ee Pots We That 
, : Freer! & at y ~~ P 
. : Dib ue oe His 
’ X { ; 
hah Ae : ae’ ? 
se ets 


#atog mont tat ma phony : par. ag sans ‘ us pea i 

} wind aed lare* te 

eso et bodtiay dation XY aroma Boy bes fexodiam yng’ de he petmne: ne: 
4 & hl Wy oie sore a 


bet ,etaalg aidan Lav tnetex tip om, soby mittiat eitage edd toad 
aad gata edt sod qin om gatyaty-en anant eiids begierte soy wom 
-bolttes nood 


P vt A? 
Liars A: 





ota yael .elutdonel «i dsew ym ebaionce o¢ won olds aoed t*novad — 

—~rutd edt te tagooas mo wot aistds tom blvoo 1 doldw egatdt edd — 
vn desl, biveo yakdt edt Lie gotta won bad -ladgmade o¢ awob gut. 
bed 1 bine son lt¥ aif ealet est tian yd bolites need oved Liow 

‘ attedie ebsites Uiibnet wot 2 bas bettlme seed evad yileas bLsroo. 

~eiie: teteots 122 2 bod evead bivow 1 baa nodt Le baetenh botwt 

etoubotr eff to exom ance oohetial of elda sood had I tte ster aolioe? | 

waohyot basen thcaaiiand 

ute bognedo ed t'aeo @! bua wos bemaqadt ead eh (Liew ar Ie 


egnkdt omow 0b ot @ fda ef £itw ow ZAOy front ogedue’ a 
Yo tetdel Hege dil? “to Yrol yqeo w ovad soy wetqavE Tie 20" 
oyanite Yfowettze $2 sah tenico T yLfe¥ sock AM oF note subodtnd 





‘bieow iroy dsiw Is texnditt dove a ran "smote 
duods soy blot odw ydhiodive off Ye enant off Om Ovid beg ints oe a. | 
an St leita @ UME etre ‘et dea’ Laecipuea haan devebray wide Ge 


2 i 
iy, 


(thoes teak eed aes ed 7. we Lhe Reqs dap see 
sao tbeoe oe ‘eh ath athena siabiaere | 





—— a 


SS ss oe 


————— 


217, 
fit for such work. Such things will necessitate a special camere 
with a special place to work them out and a 4x68 Kodak and dirty 
Chinese inna are not the factors one can do detailed work with. 

I see you emphasize Mr. Wilson's being my superior. 
be sure, we travellers always treat those whe have dene more than 
we have with due respect, unless they are not good characters, In 
thia onge, though, let me assure you, it. Fairchild, that Mr. 
Wileon has been in “estern China and that I have been up Vorth 
and thet these two part s of China are as different from one another 
ag Mexico ia from New Ingland. We found that out, both of us, at 
the first talk, so w were sorry that we couldn't give one another 
mach advice, except only about collecting and shipping interests. 
Me. Wilson's great successes in plent collecting are due to work- 


ing under quite different conditions than I did. Firstly, he 


underwont a very special, costly training. Then he was sent to 


regions known to be exceedingly rich in new and uninow plants. 
Then he was sent out to remain three yeara in one region, so he 
made himself suitable headqu.rters and trained « mumber of natives 
+o do mich of the collecting and practioally all of the manual 
labor connected with pressing, packing, shipping, ete. You see, 
dging things this way is quite different from the way I do it, 

If I had know that I wuld be kept in Chima at one stretch for 
a momber of years and especially up North, I eertainly would have 
worked ina different way, especially im regani to o few trained 
natives and in the way of making me good headquarters somewheres 
And then after ail, as you mentioned yourself in a former letter, 
ir. Wilson's work is rather botanical and ourfwork is of a more 
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S18. 
economic nature, and to find so very many new plants of economic 
interest is endlessly harder than to get new botanical specimens. 

After all, when I weigh myself on my own scales of self ~- 
estimation, I find myself perfectly correct. I my say, though, 
that if I waen't blessed with o fairly strong constitution, I 
would have gone al ready, probably, to the Happy Hunting Grounds; 
for after all, sending in once im awhile a message in which one 
touches the difficulties one has to labor under doesn't at all 
convey the gemuine state of mind one is often in. 

Now, I come to the pile of mil. I will treat them 
according to their dates. 

Yes, I found the new authorization No. 92 awaiting me 
at Peking. It is dated July 1, 1906. Also a pxcket containing 
a set of new vouchers and account sheets and « letter signed by 
Ur. Pieters dated July 25, 1906, stating I have to use these forms 
after July 1, 1906, 

Enclosed in that packet was a letter from “re A» Gappone 
concerning these vouchers and some about depos iting amounte to 
one's credit in the account current. Good Heavens, wheat will be 
the next. I sent twlee already my accounts on the old sheets. I 
trust they will be found satisfactory. If not, however, thm they 
had better vend « trained bookkeper owt with me and a few carloads 
of vouchers, payroils, subvouchers, memraniym duplicates, current 
sheets, abstracts, appropriation sheets; well, in short, e regular 
banking and bookkeeping outfit. A few quarts of ink shouldn't be 
omitted! 
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letter of November &, 1906. ‘Telling me about Myr. 
Dorsett being in Washington and you coming upon the Pistecia 
sinensis seeds io, 63a. 

You ask how far the “ei tean Mountains are from Peking. 
Well, there mast be more of these nones in existente. These vei _ 
tsen where the plataches grow are only 20 miles west of Peking. 
The foreigners call them the Yestern Hills and the foreign lega- 
tions make them their summer quarters. But let me say, though, 
that the climate there is considerably milder than all around 
Peking; so the trees coming from there are not quite hardy up 
north. I think they will thrive as far north as washington, D. Ce 
september 25, 1¥06, con~ 


A go of Rr. Valte's Lot ter of 





cerning the dried pears, Yeu, My. waltes* remarks concerning 
possibilities for dried pear out Bast are interesting. Well, f 
sent last week a nice supply of scions of the famous Helang sui 11 
to the Department at Washington and also a good bundle of them to | 
Chico, so I am in hopes a few years from now may see such an 
| industry estebli shed. 

Letter of Novembor M, 1906, concerning seeds of a 
Medicago Wo. 13a. No, I am very worry to state, I won't be able 
now to get any more. [1 found only a few plante growing on the 
grounds surrounding the Temple of Heaven in Peking, Next fall, 
though, I will try and get them again. 


Letter of November 15, 1906, avout plant names in Chinese. 





Yes, that is going to be a hard job, [ om in correspondence now 


to get me an eduested Chinaman who would be willing to accompany 





























‘ 4 twos ont meatier “poet 
m=}: oe pe: $f Wi ws i ; 
stocta edt mous autbaco 0% ‘db 
Ah BE Bah om 53 By Fie me ‘2 ¥ Bee Ss 
oo oc @ 
an a} ‘ La * aw" stdankiwe 
Fry ars ane one  ankaieel nest or eat = i Kid ea lt?” 
» gtehiee! gees Eloian bw fomae td ttopew 7. Se ‘ : 7a 
pel aes sone te xe at eomaui swont 0% ero od tem oteds lie 
gale te teow voiln 08 vine" ‘ota wor todzetalg ed om ok 


& Hp 0 ‘ 


ayo ‘males & oad brs wlite els act $ molt ‘tie 





wd se é tae sit Cs 


tLe. ese st a . 
sdeurarté Yan oat tol ‘te vero aaiy ‘tomnenra ‘tied os aah 4 


eek Th 


; aes Gara, mats ‘Sy 
benvedorsl nie saul t seb Lim item aitoo @t oie saan : oy 

ae weak od Lup tas oes Oa Age xian soot? tar OB rpabiot , % 
teh « oF & f, Teste : 
dl mt arrived aa fioy cit mak 4 ev bait tite todd , weds 4; OR 
fix a: Be RIOR f gral 

wfOD © BORE ag ode 168 te. wehtel eetisn tt te be 
ipsa in ot. 2 ‘ ees 2 im Pe Fad ar. 


yelrusonee exuaue7 “Veet lav ott wor ae ee out gr hiere 














pe ve gigede Daur: i ppm : 
; Lisi wealteetet at ots o- ime ood | bab 10? Selanilia 
! 42. yaa feseivgs ah aca eit 
it lve ‘ane batt ‘want edt te endl os’ ‘te ‘via eo it a sow : 
| » se Oee, spl on 4 
©2 moad Yo oldaud boos « cals brs eeepat deal te = oe ye 


eo « pid Th. bet gies z 
a some ove en von mot? er20% wet a ‘tell #2 ms Tee ,ookd 






ie 
- 









$3 DG FOE OMES 8 wai of penis re 
oe re dose erdesiat 
Og bias » $a, y (ag ‘We 2) aye teh os aha 4! eam, : 
ll to eboee | sazooneo ioe . ®s mG 
he ee @? Lt gue hw ae poled. es 3 4 
ie 


elds od { daev I otaia ot ‘cries Rev je Ty ch 


wer 


i san ae ee Seaade wo tine feutet a iad! is, Sard a 


eae ae MS MOM ee ty ss a Sof rt & Peaaages OFF: hed. 
fied txol qahie’ * nov so i ‘% oluent eae i” withawwioes a ae 


‘exis. ne sandfoee ae 2) i Ra Sage 5 2 bog hide: bent 


eet Ad oe a Me * FB Aas vs) 2 wa 4g vp Ri fa, gant tii ee b - ¢ re PF " 
darrares ak Bestan sala duoda x. {4 


z ' oes ee oe en Fe 
Pe eer ed 3 dak aha Sea es ow 


wa eansinayeort ai me 


320. 
ino on my wandering and who could write the necessary number of 
characters and would know also several dialects. As you perhaps 


are aware, the Chinese do mot like to travel and ss soon as they 





have a chance of staying home they do it, even if they could make 
| mich more money by travelling sround. My excellent guild T had 
with me up north has left me, apparently having quite enough of 
it. His excuse was that his mother is sick and doesn't want him 
to go any more out in the wilds. Now, when going to the Mm tai 
shan region, T will try and get me some good mot. Whether I will 
be successful, though, is doubtful, 

With the last shipment of fruit tree scions from Xwang- 
ning, I also got a list of the characters with thom and Dre Barchet 
is busy now having them copied in the proper way of writing them, 
for there are some mistakes in them. As soon ae they sre finished 
I will send them to you, then you amy find some way of keeping them 
with the cards they belong to. 

. I enclose herewith all the cards belonging to my shipment 
of some days ago, ‘the sedges and the grass noarly all went to Chico, 
it being five days nearer. The apricots, though, I sent there aa 
there is no stock at Yashingtom, Ome of th: ge apricots iv sald to 
be silvery white, so if thie ls true, it will be a great novelty. 

Y wend you all these thinge for what they are, not having 
had the time to make notes sbout them or even having geen some of 
the trees, as I arranged «ith the missionaries through correspond- 


ence from Makden as soon as | found the unwelcome cablecram waiting 
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ma there, But apparently there are some Line things among than. 
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Of course, my work will not be quite appreciated until many years 
after but I dare gay sane of the things then will have been found 
to be very valusble. 

I am now in correspondence *o get more of the Chinese 
names of plants I collected and am hopeful to get the mjority of 
the material I collested. 

You are right in the qubstéon of jJujubes about their 
value. I haven't been able as yet to find out the localities where 
the best ones come from, but I got informa tion thet there grows a 
perfectly seedlesa kind near Chi nan fu, the capital of the Shantung 
Province. There are also reported very good ones from the ‘Tsechuan 
Province. I suggested to Mr. Wilson to try to get them for us. 

When I am cble thie summer to cet more Information about 
these jujubes near Peking, I will get it, but the authorities who 
informed you there are such good kinds around Peking are mistaken, 
We have to go somewhat farthor south for them It seems that the 
Shantung Province is very rich in all sorte of fruit. My intentions 
had been to travel from Tientsin by earts to Chefoo this early 
spring and then I would have erossed right through this Province. 

About this hardy bamboo around Peking, please do not 
think too much sbout thet, It is not quite a timber bamboo and I 
haven't seen enough of it to say much sbout it. Ib seems to be 
~Bambuen Metaxe and it is probably & somewhat hardy form of it. 

fhe wood-oll tree grows not in the Northern regions and 
when I am some day in its notive home, I will try to get all the 


information I cans 
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About Dr, Barchet assieting ua in the acquiring of the 
Chinese names, well, let me mention one thing, Mr. Fairchild. Dr. 
Barchet is overburdened with work here at the Congulate and so are 
all the others, too, There are simply mot enough people here and 
go I do not dare to ask toe much of him. And then, the prommetia~ 
tion here is so different from what {t is up North and different 
characters are even used for the same thing, that that is going to 
be a hard ‘bine I will try to get an educated Chinaman. That 
will be the best thing. It will inerease the costs and the labor 
considerably but it seems to be worth it. 

Herbarium epecimens. I notice the different remarks 
about these things. Yes, Dr. Henry and Prof. Sergent are right. 
It is better to have harbarium specimens, too, in comnection with 
introductions. But in Prof. Sargent's dase, he didn't offer the 
slightest aid to our work and didn’t consider it even worthwhile 
te write me any suggestions or any thing of the kind. Then, from 
my own point of view, it will increase the cost very greatly and 
will make travelling decidedly more expensive and more cumbersotte 
on account of 90 much more bagwvage. We will try to execute it, 
though, se much as possible. 

My herbarium work Ls going to come when I get the assur- 
ance of Ketan allowed «a long time in one smell area so I can get 
the different plants at di ferent SORBONs 

No, I do mot have thet book of Brett Schneider called 
“Botanioum Sinicums Notes on Chinese Sotany from Native and Wes- 


tern Sources." I will be on the lookout for it. 
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$23. 

I see the notes mde by ir. Swingle on the way of 
writing Chinese names. Yes, if the people out here only had a 
universal way of pronouncing the same wor, butewell, even in 
the U. 3. such a new country, we have distinct differences in 
prominciation end in old China there is no end of dialects, 
especially so in names for local produete, so I will have to be 
excused when I don't write the name as is adopted in some dic- 
tionary. We have troubles enough anyway. 

Letter of November 21, 1906, mentioning a dwarf bamboo 
which itr. J. H. Parser of Galtimore, Yaryland, wants te know 


more about. tb, I didn't meet such a bamboo as yet, wt there 


are many dwarf ones in existence. I just heard that they srow 


in abundance in the mountains a hundred miles southwest from here, 
If I came across them, I will keep the scatter in mind. 


LEPTGR OF November 26, 1906, about alfalfa in Mongolia. 





Yoo, when I hear of anything like it, I will surcly get it. 
You speak about exploring notes on which one should 


mention thet there is fine hemp growing at Kirin. Well, J never 


| got_a note like it. If swh a one has been sent to me it mut 


heave been lost in the mil, of which I wouldn't be surprised, for 
last yonr an envelope containing such notes reached me in much 
damaged atete, Let me suggest to you right here that the Depart- 
ment should order a better quality of envelopes for its foreign 
correspondence. Very often they reach me in a much torn state. 
That ig the reason I often use Consular envelopes. They are far 


better and the Legation envelopes are still better than ours, 
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Well, amut this hemp matter, that you could use 4 


- hundred bushels at once? If the Department wishes so, I will 


get them for you, but it will be an expensive affair. I sent 
you a sample of a superior kind of fibre of a district Mast of 
Wukden. It seeme to be -bout 3 or 4 days by cartes. A hundred 
bushels would taxe a few carte and then from Mukden we could 
ship it by railroad to balmy and then by way of “obe to the 
States, I heave written alreacy to a missionary who is going 
northeast of Mukden in a newly settled region to be on the 
leokout for good hemp and let me hear of it. 

In my boxes with seeds there are several] lots of hemp, 
but it seems that that hemp coming Rest of Mukden beats them all. 
T had several tales with o14 Chinese about these hemp matters 
and that is what they said. ‘there sare no ewoeriocr varieties of 


hemp in Manchuria. It ia all the same seed, but, they said, 


‘hemp sown om new, rich soil, especially om such land where forests 


_ have grown, produces a finer, longer and stronger fibre than hemp 


sown on drier, poorer Boils. The whiteness of the fibre and partly 
the strength, too, are greatly influenced by the quelity of the 
water in which the stems are rotted. Mast running, clear vater . 
produces a whiter and stronger fibre. Standing, dirty water ik 
the contrary, gives « dark-colored material which is generally 
not as strong a6 the white Kinds. 

of course, I dare say this information may be well-known 
to the growers, but still the Department might experiment with 


aifferent soils and eee if it really is so. 
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526. 

I see your question about wood mat ofl planting. I 
will try and ask here and there, Haven't you & good book in 
Washington treating this important matter? Several mon have 
investigated this industry and I have even quite a few explorers’ 
notes in my possession speaking of these matters, 

Your remark that Prof. Sargent is keenly disappeinted 
at the non-collecting of botanical material ts roally somewhat 
comical. He never cooperated with us in these matters, 80 it 
would be just as wank ag if the Department people were disep- 
pointed when Prof. Sargent didn't eolleat plants of economic 
interest on his journeys. These two branches of natural science 
run somewhat from one another. 

I did collect quite = good deal, but fate has been 
against me in these mtters. I shipped two boxes with herbarium 
specimens from Vladivostock to lx. Barchet, asking him to keep 
them in a sale place until I called for them and what has hap~ 
pened now? The vessel which earried them «ot caught ina typhoon 
and most of her @argo got badly damged, the coal cut of the 
bunkers being thrown sll through the whole formcastle. And I 
have recovered as yet only one box and this in a badly danaged 
state, ‘hen the postrmster here or any other responsible man of 


the Consulate hadn't been overburdened with work, perhaps the 


‘gecond box could have been found, too, but they don't have the 


time here to look after o11 these mattors and so T think it is 
lost and--exceedingly unpleasant, just in that lost box were my — 
rarest specimens. How ! feel mynelf about it, I would rather 


not state. The best thing is not to think too much ebout it. It 
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DRO» 

would make one too sad. And how much work I did to procure them! 

Letter of Desember 4, 1906, containing also a draft for 
$500.00 gold. Yes, I received these things at the Legation in 
Peking a few weeks ago. So my vouchers for July, August and Sep- 
tember have been passed notwithstanding they were made out on the 
old sheets. Lot us be thankfull 

Letter of Cecember 5, 1908, with enclosures of a map 
from Mongolia and a copy on Mongolian alfalfa from Mr. Svwingle. 
Yery interesting, indeed, I spoke with Mr. Rockhill about the 
possibilities of obtaining the different things and he told me 
he had written to some missionaries up in Mongolia and expected 
to get the alfalfas at least. | 

I found many dwarf cherries myself and sent seeds under 
the Nose 353a, 354a, 5558, 3668 to Chico and No. S7la to Washing- 

ton, 3. C., from Habarowsk; also scions to Chico under No. 552, 

| I do not think, though, that the plant hee such a great value as 
yete That te froma frult growers point of view. The fruits are 
ag a rule quite sour, 498 an ornamental low shrub, though, it is 
very nice; flowering with an abundance of whitish-rosy flowers 
and covered in late summer with an abundance of small seerlet 
cherr! ef 

I took a photo of the fruiting branches of Woe 552 and 
will send it ina next letter. I know myself that Voengolia has 
a few interesting things. Tf oven wrote you some time ago about 
it. Thope you got thet letter. 

About these valuable «lfalfas. I sent you by the Inet 


mail 1/2 of the seeds I collected on the elty wall in Linoyang 
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and from Newohwang. fT had gent you the first 1/2. Md you get 

them both? ‘hey are under Noi 72la. [It is the ordinary blue 

field kind, though, (Medicago sativa.) How they come to grow 

on that city wll is a pusghke to mee I have been told that the 
| Russians use to teke their ¢ows on that wall to let them pasture 
and perhaps some enterprising fellow sowed some seeds out there 
to ineresase the yield of herbage. The missionaries, though, 
were utterly baffled when I told them they had alfalfa on their 
city walls , 

T also sent one amall pacmge of a strange, crawling 
alfalfa to Chico under How 530m. ire Dorsett wrote me unier date 
of December 22, 1906, that the box containing all these seeds 
hadn't arrived «8 yet. I hope it came since, for it was shipped 
from Vladivostock in October, [I am writing now to the shipping 
agencies and finding out; for that box containg a host of valuable 
seeda. 


1906, gontaining explorer's notes 





referring to the letter of Secember 5, 1906. 

Letter of December 15, 1906, in reference to an inquiry 
of Reve Dre Js Me. We Farnham in Shanghai. Yes, thet ie another 
gad story. You wrote Nev. Ay Konnedy at Dengsi to send the white~« 
fruited loguats, square bamboos, evergreen chestmut, etcs, to the 
Us Se Consulate at Shanghai. Well, it seems :#ey were addressed 
to me and aa such, [ got « letter from Dr. Garchet asking me what 
} to do with them. I got that letter up Yorth and before Dr. Barchet 

got my reply from there the plants had been cept in a cold alley. 


i don't know how long “hen I wrote Or. Sarchet to turn them over 
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328, 
to Mr. McGregor of the Gerdens, and asked Mr, MeGregor to ¢all 
for thom, they wore already in « gad state having been overs 
watered as Ur. MeGregor informed mee I am sorry to my that the 
majority is dead already and those mot dead are in a bed estate 
of health. I can't ship them that way now. I wish you could be 
so kind and not write to swh lay-mch to ship such valuable 
plants. Moot of them do not kmow hor to handle a shipment and in 
gases like thie the Department and its representatives lose cone 
siderable respect of the bystamiers and that doesn't poy us at all. 

I intend to see different people in and around Hanchan 
and hope to be able to arrange for a new supply, 

I enw Oy, Farnham the other dey and he was rather chea~- 
grinned to hear how the plante were. He thought they were still 
in Varthan. He asked me aleo to give you his best thanks for the 
shipment of roses you sent him. ‘They arrived in fine shape. ‘The 
strawberries, though, seem to have rotted on the journey here. 

Letter of December if, 1906, concerning financial mat- 
ters, Mel, unfensability of the Treasury Department to deduct 

| the amount of my indebtedness from my credit, Funny, such apparently 
easy matters are made so difficult. 

Letter of December 16, 1908, IT, I see you mention here 
the words, bamboo forests or bamboo culture im Northern China, 
Do you mean that term ae we generally use it, i.¢@., from Chefso 
northward, or do you use it like Fortune does, really meaning 
Central China. Up nerth there are no banboo forests, the plants 


are only cultivated in the gardens of the well-to-do and haveas 
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S29e 
. strictly ormmental value. Out hore in Contral chim, however, 
| they grow plenty of it as a timber bamboo and it seems to be a 
well~paying crop. 

T will try now this time to get you a few nice clumps 
of bamboo from near Hanchan so that I hove at — the pleasure 
of having introduced such a valuable thing. If 2 didn’t have to 
g0 up North again and hed returned home T would have taken 4 whole 
lot of things with me, including loquate, oranges, bamboos, pomelos, 
eta. If IT am left alone, I hope + do it next year. I mede 
arrangements with Mr. “Lleon that after I have finished the seed~ 
eolleoting at Ya tai shan, they have no claim any more upon me 
and IT will be free again $o collect plants of greater eoonomi¢ 
importance, lice the afore-mentioned plantes 

Ae you have written me in a few other letters, ie not 
the descriptions alone of the photos you want. ‘he material is 

| the main thing, A deseription or a photo can casily bo obtained, 
but to get the living material through is another quite different 
problem. 


Letter of. December 26 1906 {in duplicates. I see your 





remarks about Homans Wes,it is known to be the most intensely 
worked Trovince of China, agricultumily, I never heard, though, 
of its having remarkable crops. Yhen up Horth I mot a mtive of 
4% who told us thet they had some very big peaches there in some 
places. I will find out more bye and bge. 

I bought me an aneroid-barometer ot yours and Mr, Wilson's 
suggestions, wt T am afraid the division of accounts will Lind 


difficulty with this curchase. It cost (75,00, Mexican, so I my 
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530, 
expect trouble again. I think I will pat it under the item of 
camping meterial. 

Letter of December 27, 1906, concerning the inform 
tion thst the Treasury Department might be prevailed upon to 
aecept the wi thholding of my indebtedness as payment I expect 
the next letter to mention the fact that they won't accent, #0 
I am going to speak with the Consul about these matters. I don't 
know myself any more how much they owe me and how much 7 them. 
Wren T had a rogular office where * could pigeon hole the dif- 
ferent matters, it would reduce my work a good desl. Now my 
letters are all stacked together, and it takes a good deal of 
searching to find all these matters oghi Rs | 


Letter of December rd _1906 Gontaining an authorize-«~ 





tion (Ho. 1046} allowing me to extend my work in Kores, Siberia, 

etc. Wae thie letter necessary? In my firet authorization (No. 
($80, July 15, 1905) wes tab beeekweonenimt auch other points in 

China and Northeastern Asin as may be necessary, eté.<----~ - 

In this last authorisation there ia nothing mentioned of the strictly 
botanical wore I am coine to do for the Armold Arboretum? ‘on't J 
need another advice for that? 


And now the last letter dated January 1907, Yew, 





my eyeape was very, very narrow that time. T have had in my life 
several strange experiences, but thie one was a8 Clo ve to the 
edge ag I want to go. 

Yes, you see, I am long since in Shanghai. The commune 


feation with the North ten't so bad after all. One ean go from 
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Dalny to Chefoo and then to Shanghai or direst from Tehing wang tan 
(near Shan hei Kwan) to Shanghai. It takes only three daye from 


this last point, while by train to Hankow from Teking is generally 


_ three days and if one is lucky enough $6 catch a steamer at the 


day of arrival one is another $ days on the Yangbae, also generally 
@ minimum of 6 days, so having little time 7 took the Tehing wang 
tan route, being the shortest. 

You mention the fact that there will be some dissppoint- 
ment on my part of being reteined for another year again. Well, 
most decidedly there is. 4nd mot so mach of being retained as in 
being sent out to do thie rather empty botanical work up North. 

I expected that I would be allowed to work out the bamboo and the 
wet~land crops in South and Central Chinae I hope the Jepartnent 
reset ves its woney's worth from the trade you made. Mre Vilseon is 
vary hopeful about the prospects of the Wu tal shan, but he never 
was in North China. Unless the region ie oui te aif Zerent frog 
what I have seen now in North Chime, I my say that my hopes are 
not as great, but let us see 

I se@ your suggestion about having the camera so fitted 
out that ft will be able to take life size photos of some fruits. 

I haven't bought a lens as yet, but am negotiating with a firm here 
about e good one. JT saw the beautiful camera Vr. “ilson has with 
him. %t ie really too good for this rough exploring work. 


™m looking over my accounts for the period of July, 


_faguet and September, I see that my expenses were 91156.95 silver. 


Well, now, f gashed this warrant for @500.00 gold and behold 


$998.45 silver was the amount I got. Well, I think there most be 


ane 
a 

























no) nv wilde mov? Yooxtd xe Lat 


Slee fe ee 3a tas B | 
aor ey eonde aide etand 7 | tt 
nlasd ; i ae 


Tlerensy et patie press vena ot lett ys ote «8 ts 
eee gtk setucout to “eget | 
edd ta onive te a doten oF aie 


ane GE ame € Bra eyeb 


bg Lh ition Deteathd eyes. Yremene® ont todd Cr ies 
‘t Lanoneg cole coast ety ine pnts, é toritons ef one plod. 


site “ey ata: 5 re ia 7 ibledds ia wie: Soe oF 


wr peta ord Pood ef ent orga Watvad oe Yad 3 to motte “ of 


hues vc% m2 Reltcem of tetdel tes ee 
; — sSoodtode eit antec voter fee 
at, 


ty ony taiw wa els of icy Bg a 
-satoqaan ence o ikiw wes tna powers ent nb taoh oY 


ii3 ie: in wos ee at id im, ase ree we: 
lor antag wet sedtoas xt bontetor yaled pie xa wi mo 2 
th at a nas T egeef? 
al ee bon tater watoe ‘%e anon oe ten ah vet Pater whe. 


yet es row 3? ’ te ne | a dest ie . 

sat co Gs Sure. feotnatod xeon ‘odter etdt eb off ive dnew pk Mi 5 
cate fie gr: Pera ye 

fedt pe a 





“ 
& 
bi 
Bar 
soe 
Ne 
ro 
_ th 
io 


ig i‘ 






i 
ye L 
oi <1) Ni 
ie 
ei.) 


7 Om a 
yen 
or 






ont’ bus Golmad ont tas Meas ef bowol ia ‘od hive r 


ae ee fie Bare ae « <Stoqaee Ps 
aetna eid eed i +a 40 Lento baa tttuee at Sgn ae! 


*\ 









oLie {Ob0l sof) melt  - 
“govon eH cd etiade tas a as ‘te vhonetee: pis ineda . wei 
~ ; "t BR ge - oh it bo £ * idt watt. peri f 

wort doze tha of ap at ‘ole ord ene Lay oa hao sock nt asm a 

m eae (SOG % : Poy) 4088” be, 

919 2 souod “ batt we va t sate Atti ttt wos “eee ovat $$ tade tee 


at aos tt: soba we soit eas moat mS a ep va 













‘ ‘ sot a¢ Yow ae abel atetes sod ot: bate nf: We 
1088 es tol dunt , re jee 
yihahem 4 oft ae iteagara “tual tae a 
bergy of srsmao ede ulvad poy 0 2neggue yey eee T ti - . 
. ant. 462 Bic, me T_segew eo ingdeg 
ye anne ‘te PrP er este Sth! esas P oe wi fiw f sede 


Teand 297 sory de Sie! = 
ered were 8 ate Pips 3) mas dard etoy na taol a Pinger ’ if 


Ww 


“ol. Bupa |% Si |) - en ner 
atte iad moet! Ot tee wa LA itaod sat Wan 1 

ate te e barshd Oe" i, Ywev 

“sire palrolexs ainda , " ‘tae cod 5 

gitt sud 80 Die bss ese xs 













te . 


astt 


xia te ‘bolas odd 101 





sev ila brett eLaw touuogxe 


wrtant* att gees Wei o 
“sb Loded baa biog 9040088 a0 es 


“ ‘Sem ewe: aatae't bere iot 


S32. 

a mistake in the Treasury Department about this and if there is 

not--well, then, I can’t stay out here any longer. I can't afford 

a loss of about *260 Mexican for three months. I think, though, 

they only send me & round amount and xept the rest for another 

time. 

) I wish you would write me about these matters o2 quickly 
as possible. Nov, coming to thie, I have a auggestion to mke. I 
am diasatisfied with the way my mail is answered. Peny questions 
I ask are never replied to, imortant letters are mot acknowledged, 
and this ig not ut all a pleasant affadr for me here. Sentimentality 
exalvded, it is not good business. % I wish that if you are 
yourael? too busy to answer my mail, you would turn it over to 
somebody else, If, however, you think you could manage it yet, 
I seep es to you thie: have a big envelope lying im one of your 
bureau drawers, with my name on it; when you are reading my mall, 
please make some noles on some looge slips you have laying beside 
you and when you sre through just pul them im the envelope. Then 
when you find the time to write me an answer, you just look over 
your notes in thet one envelope and [ am assured of nt leagt get~- 
Pree an — on a question, 

Just mow, I would find it very much to my advantage to 
know whether I am an Amorioan citizen or note If not, I can't get 
the regular passport, only a letter of introduction and as there is 
a little unrest in Shengi ani some antipathy against the foreigners 


4t would be better for me to have the propa papers. 
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| Then, I asced for a aint allowing me to ship livre 
plants through without having them disinfected. Did you inquire 
about this? | 

Yhen the postmaster here refuses to send things to Chico 
unless I pay the right arate for them. Me gaya he has only 
authority to ship mail matters free of postage to Vashimrton, 
DeCe, mot to any other pointes ‘8s much, meny of my parcels have 
first gone to Yashington, 0. C. from Viedivostock to be sent from 
there to Chico, of course, with live plante thet ig a vretty bed 
thing. Could you be go kind ond ask a special permit from the 
fostmeaster General allowing this postmaster at Shanghai to ship 
my things atraignt through to any place in the United States when 
property franked, of coarse, with Government franke. 

T also asked & long time ago for some mre copper tree 
lnbels ami seed begs. I am now almost out of these th ings. Tf 
expested to find some here in Shanghai, but there were none. I 
have etill about 50 copper labels, running frem 650-700, but 
when these are finished, I will have to use smil tin strips. 

I sent a few already in some of the parcels. Do they carry their 
wombere well, T aleo have yet a whole lot of these slwsinum labels 
ramming from 151-500, but a& you know, they badly corrode in Sent 
moss. f em going to experiment with them and gee if T can make 
them corroaion-proof by cavering them vith some substance. If 
that goee through all right, [ will not need any labels at all; 

strong seed bag, though, I need badly. | 
| Now, I also wish to add a few words to the ovtline of 


this coming senson. 
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Yhen I am through with all my correspondence and thie is 
on the inerease and my wrist is sagein in good order, for I sprained 
the miscles in my right wrist while packing in #ll those seiong 
in a great hurry, ani I had it bandaged for several days, well, 
when these things are all right, then I hope to go to Hanchapm and 
neighborhood and try te get some bambeos or make arrangemente for 
getting thet, After thet I will proceed up to Tientsin to get me 
a couple of good men to accompany me to the “u tai sham and I am 
writing aleo the Vint ster in Peking te see if he perhaps could 
find andeduested Chineve to accompany us, so as to have all names 
and characters streightened out. Then in the early part of April 


ft will arrive st the wm tai shan and will mace me headcuarters 


there, probably in some mmetorye Mrs Vileon concluded that the 


the period from April BB to dame 15 would cover all the spring work. 
Wheat I will do during the summer I heven't decided yet. In Sep-~ 
tember I return agein to these mountains and stay ag long ag 
necessary. Then I am free again to do « more important work. 

Well, then I would like to ¢o again to Yanchuria and get the dif 
ferent ornamental and useful plants I spotted out last year. I 
aleo would make a eide trip in Zoerea to get a evaple of apparently 


new ornamental shrubs, Then I will tvavel throuh the Shantung 


Province and get stions of the seedless dates and of the plumeot 


whith ig said to exist there. Also some new large fruited pears 


and some new vegetables. “hen through with this, I hope to arrive 


tn Shanghai sometime in the latter end of larch or early April. 


‘Phen, I want to collect the different cinds of bamboos, loquats, 
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etc, Also the many different varieties of soranges and pomelos 
near Ha Venchan Twatau and Amoy and extend perhaps my trip to 
Cantom. I will return before the end of the fiscal year to the 
States and would like to arrive in Seattle, go by rail to Chieo, 
leave my plants there, go to Santa Ane and Los Angeles to cet 
my baggage, settle bank accounts and see old friend. Then through 
frisom and Texas to Sie Louis to get more beggage which I left 
there and then come to Yashingtion, Db. C. where I will see you all. 
Then I would like to go thr otysh some of the States where different 
problems are in existence so as to get pooted up. After that in 
fall time I want to go to Murope, see the old folks, visit diz- 


ferent Botanioal Gardens and try to find employment in the Botenieal 


—— —-— ve 


i 


Garden in St. Petersburg, so 28 to look over the big herbarium 
there of tastern Asiatic plants snd acquire also the Russian 
lamgunge. Then after about @ year*s stay there, I am willing to 
go to Nokesbat and Mongolia to get the many important things from 
these countries end after thet, well, I don't know. 

How, the thing is, is there a possibility thet I will 
receive some Government aid in these trips through the United 
States and Surone? Tt will make e great deal of differente to the 
United States and to myself, too, if there is such a possibility. 

If there is not, I will sever my connections with the 
Department after the close of the figseal year 1907-1908, for after 
all, these money matters together with the uncertainty of knowing 
wheat will happen to one are not things one wants to endure all the 
time. 
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When I was in Makden and Consul Straight took me to the 
Governer General there, this gentleman asked me whether I was 
willing to take a position with him as an agricultural adviser 
and instructor ond asked me what salaries are generally paid for 
such things. I told him, however, I was very much flattered with 
the offer, but T had too much mork as yet to do for my own country 
so I couldn't accept his complimentary offer. 

Now, in ease I eouldn'’t explore any more, I might go 
back on a thing like it and a few similar things I have had here 
and after having saved enough money I could explore again, for 
| after ell, as dong as I stay single, I love exploring better than 
anything else. When I get older, though, I will go to 2 good 
climate ‘coh itart plantbroeding work, for that comes next in my 
desires. | 

Im a next letter I hope to send you some photes of my 
recent trips. 

| How are the many kinds of vegetables turning out? I 
hever heard a word avout them. Have the big-fruited persimmons 
proved to be hardy at Washington? Is the grass Noe 70 doing well. 

Wall, ir. Yatrenild, this is a long and important letter, 
from my point of view. I hope you will fina the time to work it 
through and answer me. ty writing has been bed for my wrist hurts 
me. Ina few duys, though, I think it will be better again. 

With best of regards, I am 

| Yours respectfully, 
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Shanghai, China, 
Feb. 21, '07. 


Dear Mr. Dorsett: 





Now I am going to write you a somelNhat loncer message, as 
the last one was. Yes, better tho’ 4411 first answer your letters. 

I got 5 in all, dated Sept. 22, Oct. 5, Dec. 22, Dec. 17, 
Dec. 17, Ho. 2 I answered in brief those 2 first ones, In the 
one of the 5th of Oct. there was also that long invoice. Yes, I must 
say you have been remarkably successful with nearly all of my intro- 
ductions. I hope that they have been as well with them at Washing-— 
ton, tut ~ I think 1 have to go back myself some day to see how the 
things are getting along, for they do not take the trouble of keep- 
ing me informed about these things. 

In your invoice 1 see that most of the grape cuttings are 
dead. So these hardy things de not seem after all to travel well. 

Then the milberry cuttings too died, well yes, they really 
ought to have been grafted, 1 think I mentioned this too, at least 
on the note belonging to 520, I did. I notice too, thet the willow 
end poplar cuttings are marked as poor. So these soft wooded things 
do not seem to travel well neither. Still I hope you'll get a 
few started, for there are some very good ones among them, 

In your letters of Dec, 17, 1 see that diff. packages have 
reached you, but as yet no box with seeds, Did that box arrive since? 
In a letter of Dec. 22, you did mention it as not having arrived, 
I'll write about this matter to the shipping acents. It seems also 
that some of the parcels from Viadivostock did not reach you; others 


agein first went to Washington, D. C. Very queer these things go! 
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I om very glad tho' you got those seeds, 470a & + 47la & 472a & 4730 
for these things are probsbly quite valuable. 

You see that I left the far North, not because I finished 
my work there, oh no. They cabled me to come down to Shanghai to mee 
en English explorer here who went out for the Arnold Arboretum at 
Boston and who will cooperate with the Dept. And so I had to throw 
my Valuable works down up North and simply come here to have a chat with 
that other explorer! 








Well, i won't get angry about such things, but I regret it 
tho’, the way they seem to think at Yashington about the work here. My 
interviews with Mr. Wilson, that 's the name of the other explorer, 
have resulted in this, that’ I am going up North again, but this time 
to an unknown mountain region in the Province of Shansi to collect 
botanical plants for the Arnold Arboretum and that Mr. Tilson will send 
in return economic things from Western China, where he is going to. 

So you see, 1 don't return yet this spring ae I had hoped. 

And now I see with an enormous surprise that you are going 
out of the Dect. too. Good heavens, why ae thet? I have some idea 
that the money matters are too much bother for you and that the people 


at Washington don't leave you alone, but of course that are only 


g guesses. I do hope to hear from you a few details. 





And Mr. Webber going also, strange! You say that you didn't 
get eny plants from Sante Ana, well that ‘s another big surprise to 
me, Did not the living material in Santa Ane belong in a greater 
degree to the Government as the dend furniture, etc. I am wontering 
how P.P. squared these matters. He mst be sure he got some good 
things among his half+stelen acquisitions, otherwise he wouldn't 


continue the things on his own hook, This is a strange world, Mr. 
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Dorsett. I also got a letter from Mr. Pieters. He seems to be quite 
busy in his new occupation. I wonder, tho' whether he feels happier. 
I wish the distance wasn't so far. i would like to have a talk with 
you people there and just hear why things go so. 

Lup here live in a state of negation. Away now for over 18 
months from the U. 5. and having been thru many adventures and experiences, 
I feel like a much older man as when I left. I don't aide physically, Oh 
no, I am a rather marty kind of beast, no, I mean mentally. The passing 
thru many hardships and the necessity of getting as much benefit as pos- 
sible out of these countries have increased my wisdom and widened my views 
upon this old world, 

Probably within a year and a half 1'11 be baek again in the 
States, for | don't want to stay out here any longer for this time, Af- 
ter I have been back again among my own good white folks and have learned 
a few of their needs again, then I am willing agsin to go. Bo you Imow, 

I long to go back again among you folks, for after all life is rether 
poor out Bast. There are so many aifficulties here, which are unimown 
at home and then always among a rate which doesn't sympathize with our ways. 

I enclose with this letter the notes belonging to the 14 parcels 
I sent you. After you have left, can I send things as usual to the garden? 
Is the Dept. going to keep the things in the same way? 

I trust, when this letter reaches you, you have these parcel s 
too already in your possession. Some of these sedges will prove to be very 
valuable} How does the garden look of late? Did you have a cold winter, 
So the sky-high praised climate didn't agree after all with Mr. Gouzher, 
And you, too, seem to give it up quite easy. is California then really not 


a country for men of much energy? 


Well, questions enough this time, With Kindest . 
best of wishes for your further success, I remain, 
Sincerely yours FRANK NW. MEYER, 


regards and 


a kup ag ot eueee oe seeetekt he edna tsttel s — I tdee700 


i? gen goy Soe? Bala eer me 
se heoad ‘loc? edt sehen tot steba0W 1 moldaqn00 won eid at asa 
qe ome wyedal? geass co 


f3 bw tint & sven oF owt isow I “nats se amen eoustelb edt detw I 





Bias OME fe gcsempeapes | tee fad? ona sey 

.02 ny, ‘ennids wily ieuaik fast, bas etscd algeseq soy 

hos ef jie et a wat fe .oneda Tow yt 
I seve tot wom york “tte btn te odase a nh evil ered ar I 


Os ees Fe Monod Po “2 4 Leetey Hekfonl 2 
OES Mogne ie setuid. hs wens add seed salves has .2 .U edt mort po er 
wee aus EL iy este Bas sadect, 
au. vitestigte a anon Fob I adtel + 3 tate as rem tebLo doma s ni ones . 
ope teaser ‘on ei tabiion ‘meet t on "Fined te betel ‘Vat walter a . a 
aon” Eat gb Po es 


~20og 8s arene sf as gatstos to  sdvianacaaed out bas aqhiabrss Wiest sett 


£9 prey god SR 


wotv Gf dante hen obs he al Seasoton? oat ‘serisiuts soot Ye duo ofdte 
es ert og ree Be Ut Ee < goat? Wind see gals ¥ ongl # ; 
Biwi bio edt trocuy 
CLE. 28 aeie & nelexetst 
oxy x abe “Sond od at ‘Sad & ‘bee ad e 5 mbstd tw pemgrnenrdt 

ff wild of inet aad ; 
=th somkd eld ‘bot sepnel ws oxedd pet mnie of tasw #408 i tot ,sogese — 
on sie? Seeey sf iF RUC. SESE aes og. ; 
damieiiet eed bas wsitot oxbee boos neo ws Secu ategs oad aood eved T sod -o 
ait aah e¢usia, Letiaeied 
word Oe oe 0% oe atege sabi : mu aol phases ehest thedt to wet s 
«% gon tt? pheimeos anudtey at 
<acldat ‘ek ‘ett The setts ot Velio? 1 Boe gatos ategs aoed og of gaol T 
ee, x oi i ape wiry, Fs So 


anteaee OLB ito tee eted cob footie wea oa ‘ots “exed? deat tio r0eOg 


ae 


i 


yc 


ey L9G iste ox hdtariags ‘taseob dotdw one 8 "sams is gurls nod 2 fk emod ¢s 
ety: io |. Coe eff toe ta 
sets “ee edd od ‘abyibled sibie ‘eld sede. eid dtiw seolone I 
rpg A cons ee ogata ies wid gach 
eb1s§ eit oe ‘tavey em “eoairtt ‘hige ki pe “dtet ‘evad voy rofth ads tuee T 
ree. ASR erent sé Mice SERS shag is 
‘ow ease ods at apatié eit ‘quel o8 nates ~#e06 aft at 
yea of poe Fed So SGT 
« nore eeed? eva woe see aedone: weasel etdt code stent et e wes 
suet: oie yokes weet sof Bot. 
ev od oF evorg tite ventoe ‘onedd Yo onmme to feveneog TI8y ab ybsotls ood 
4 ot veettoun 2? iio qe eded met adele yam gon 
senibidie Broo 2 ae ‘BOY bit totai Yo foot nebiecs eit wood wok ‘toldnutav | 
ae fed ec st te heed: aes cyt ke at ot ED 4 gi oft ' e 
sreg09 e ‘die {fs we 207s , debts stamiio Boatorg fintdegle eff of 
i  tneh ect ee domme eft af eoageh>  ~ 
Hi xilees | ot p aterodtied ot “spe0 ottay ow of ovis o¢ meee .cod yoy Bak 
ipa ee SM as secwry writin seats Sar LPR Sail = a 





 Pygireno dower to mea tok ord: . 
HBrh scutes © sp : yatey  . UeeE: PG F me Sg vis fw fos awk Loe 4 e bt Stone aonkdt i 
| teabat one somkd aids prota meyer pio bein s 









3376 
Shanghai, China, 
Yebruary 22, 1907. 
Dear Mr, Mairekild: 

At last I got a man to help me with the mocking in of 
tws boxes with seeds. Ne ia a hen'vel, of stupidity and hes «as 
yet given me more trouble than service. “ell, we got the boxes 
off to the ship anyway. 

The tontents are gix bags with beans, two different 
kinds and some black barley. the beans we g¢ot through the kind 


assistance of Die 3. Ps Barchet who wrote for them to Chin hua fu in 





the Chekiang Province. He couldn't get the right informéion on 
how they are used on the lami, but it seems they are crown as a 
| getond crop om low lying rice fields. | 
| The black barley I obtained in Makden and it is said to 
be used in eweetmeats, 
| February 23, 10 Asl’s 

I went to the shipping office to get the bille of lading 
and they inform me that the boxes seem to be in 8 somewhat bad 
eondition. Well, I wanted to see them but they informed me that 
they had left for the ship alrendy. They seem to hare been 
standing in the Japanese warehouse and I wouldn't be a bit sur- 
prised if they had monkeyed with them! Some raseal with a strong 
anti-American feeling might have done something to thet. Yell, 
I hope they resch Seattle anyway. I am informing Mr. Benson, too, 
(Of ite 

I enclose the three notes belonging to the contonte; 


also onc bill of lating, 
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You see on the bill of lading they wrote in red ink, 





"Old vrenailed eases, etc.? Well, the ¢ages are mot new, but they 


| are exceedingly strong, having long nails and three hoops of 


| band~iron around them. The moment I saw them last they were in 


very good condition! 
I wrote i. Benson to make a protest against the agents, 


when they arrived reslly in «a damaged condition, for I would rather 
not take the blame for somebody's wrome doing. 

I hoped to entlose the Chinese names of the fait trees 
but Dr. Barchat hasn't finished yet with them, He wants his best 
regarde to be sent to you. 

With kind greetings to all, I remin, 

Youre respectfully, 


PRANK BH. MEYER. 


Shanghai, China, 
March 14, 1907. 

Dear Mr, Patrehild 

Herewith I send you four pareels containing cuttings of 
Viburmm odoratissinun and plants of grasees, They £9 through 
the consular pouch and I trust they will resch the Department OK. 
The four notes accompany this letter and so IT needn't deseribe 
them any further, I may say, though, thet the Viburwum and the 
grass 649 are both of great value to the United States, provided 


of course, thet they haven't been introduced before and that they 
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reach Amorica in good shape. 

I send you also a seb of photographs which I took during 
the past season. I took, indeed, quite m Tew tore, but if seems 
that « couple of films vere too 614 or spolled and ae such the 
plobures proved to be failures. There also seems to have gone astray 
ome roll of film in the mail, I suppose. Of several of the plants 
I took photos of, IT wasn't eble as yet ta introduce the object 
itself, having had no time any more to collect mterial on my 
hurried trip down to Shanghai. 

T also send you duplicate notes from various things. 

I may mention that of the No. 646, 647, 648 and 649 I elses 
sent half of each quantity to Chico eo you may keep all of this 
shipment at “ashington. 

How I got last night seversl letters from you and ~ will 
anawer them herewith. 

Letter of September 7, 1906. A duplicate which I have 
already anewered. “his one has only beon half a year on the road, 


before it got to its destination; not so long, though, for the ‘et. 


Letter of January 2, 1907 {a duplicate) answered in a 


former Letter. 

Letter of January 8, 1907, concerning cuttings received 
at Washington. I am glad to see that most of them arrived OK, not- 
withstanding the long journey. 1% see Mr. Might suggest not to 
use any more paper wrapping «s it ete moist. ‘ell, I am sorry 
I sent nearly all of my last parcels in paper. I myself experi-+ 
mented with paper and found out thet it trevels all right when 


there is some space between the differsnt parcels, but when they 
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oa0. 
are stacked dlosely together and are subjected to very rough 
handling, then the paper wears out faster than the cloth. I 
didn’t have a case, though, that the twine oot right through. 
How is this paper travelling in which I sent most of my outing 
from thie city? It is eabmost non-absorbing and I expect it te 
be as guch better than the Korean paper. 
1 


Letter of my 1907, concerning Pyrus. Well, I 





gent several parcels of scions and aleo several pacimges of seeds 
from different kinds of Pyrus so I trust you will be convinced 
thet I am as ever on the lookout for this important croup. When 
up in Northern Shangi this summer T will pay particular attenticon 
to this question. 

As-Fou probably know, Bre S. As Beach has been in com 
respondence with me concerning hardy werieties and species of 
“Pyrus and I mentioned that as I myself wasn't pormitted to sermd 
things straight to him, he had better ingul re at your office and 
he afterwards wrote me he had seen you om thease matters. IT alse 
suggested to him to try to get the different species of Pryne 
from the Arnold Arboretum and~«behold, I see the Department has 
acquired now this excellent materials 

I see the copy of Ure %& A. Cobb's Letter concerning 
wood mt oils Well, here in Shanghai, [ can't get tmch informa- 
tion about ite I have to go far inland, When at another season 
I will have more time, I will find out more st the places where 
they grow these trees. I ati writing Mr. & WH. wilson now to be 
on the lookout for informt ions 

fhe note of Wr, W. Van Fleet soncerning Rosa Hugonis 
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S41. 
is interesting but would you be so kind es to draw Mr, Yen Fleet's 
attention to the fact that China is such an immense big country | 
that a little more detailed locality is highly desirable, if we 
really want to get « certain thing. 

The yellow rose I sent from Peking umiex No. 67 and 68 
(Dec. 2%, 1905) may also be a good one to hybridise with. [ft 
grows even in Manchuria (Mukden, Xwang-ning) ond as such it can 
be utilized in the northern states. Were the propag tors success- 
ful with the cutiines in making them grow? If not, I will try to 
gend another lot next winter. 

Letter of January 16, 1507, from Miss Bell telling me 
you hed gone away for a month or ao on account of 111 health. 
Well, I hope you have returned since in fine condition again. Tf 
suppose you have too auch administrative labor to do. Yes, I 
myself wouldn't be able te stand that cither. There goes nothing 
above fresh alr, a blue sky above one's head and if some mountains 
or lakes can be added to one’s immediste neighborhood, then life 
ig worth living. 

I see about bringing larger quantities. I will try and 
arrange these matters. 

Letter of January 23, 1907, written by Miss Sell. Also 
gome more papers from the freasury Department concerning settle-~. 
mente of money duc an mot due. "Overlooked and riled away for 
futurs reference.” 

I see my box with seedy ehipped from Herbin hasn't been 
received as yet. Besides that one there are eight others on the 


road to Washington, mel., 3 from Habarowsk, one from Harbin, 3 from 
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$42, 
Bukden and two from Shanghai. TI also sent one case with seeds to 
Chico and Yr. Dorsett informs me thet it hasn't reached him yet, 
IT wm in correspondence now with the shipping agencies about it. 

It seoms to me that some of my mil must heave become 

lost for Miss Bell mentions that only one letter from Mores has 
preached you. Strange? I cuspect the Japanese have opened then 

and considered the information they contsinal os not being allowed 

to become known. They rule with an fron hand there in torea and 

even in Manchuria, they have opened the mil of foreigners and 

not allowed it to pass through. 

Letter of January 29, 1907, by Mise Bell. Yes, I saw 
Dr, Se Pe Barchet several times. He le busy now, translating « 
Chinese bootict about the “isyphus end when it is fint ched he will 
ive it to me for guidance, 

Dre Berchet also had the right Chinese characters written 
for me for the ai fferent scions from fruit trees fT obtained in 
Kwang-ning, Vanchuria, and which scions must have renched Washing~ 
ton lon wince. 7 enclose the sheet herewith. “he numbers on the 
right hand side ere the mumbers un'er which I sent them to Veoh ing 
ton and to Chito. ‘hese characters may ce clipped ont end pasted 
on Gards 80 as to preserve them better. 

T entlose sales an envelope on which J mrked with pencil 
the only place vhere it wasn’t torn when It reached me; showing the 
great need for a better quality of paper out of which these envelopes 


are made, esvecially for foreign correspondence, 
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I also received a couple of lettere from Mr. "» D. Hilla, 
Nagasaki, Jepan, asking mo information concerning hardy banboos. 

I answered them as well as I could, although my knowledge on this 
topic is as yet in ite infancy. 

It also occurs to me that I omitted to mention as yet 
to you the receipt of three large parcels containing the Gardener's 
Chronicles. I got them in "king and read them om the boat Journey 
from Tehing wang tan to Shanghsat ani they came in very handy after 
a whort apell of funny feeling had passed away. %t also gave ix. 
Wilson the impression that I was well posted upon his travels, a 
thing I surely wouldn't have been if you hadn't had the foresight 
to send m these papers. . 

I received notice yesterday — Kobe that the three 
large cages with seeda sent from Mukden sre on the road to the 
United States, I dare say you might have them there already for 
they left Kobe by S.S. Toem Maru Merch 2, 1906. ‘the shipping firm 
wrote me that the cesses had been very roughly handled and thet they 
had pat them in good shape again. 

Last year I sent you a parcel containing scions of the 
Chinese horse cheatnmut {Aesculus chinemsis}) and I asked you to 
send a few soions to Prof, Sargent. Well, in talking about dif- 
ferent things with Pr. ‘llson, he told me that Pref. Sargent sever 
received any scions of this tree. Now, f would like to heor from 
you whether this parcel was received at Yghington or mot. I sent 
them under Me, 61, ‘ 

A few dnye ago in spesking with Mr. cGregor here about 


peaches o¢courring wild in China, Mr. MeGregor thought that their 
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Heke 
real home was in Persia. Well, now, of course, the name seems 
to indicate such, but ia it proven? Could you perhaps give me 
any light on this subject? There are big tounteain rances in 
Peraia and if the peach really comee from there, the wild types 
mast eons there in the mountains. 

I obtained through "r. NeGregor's kintiness the many 
cuttings of the Viburnum oderatissimum and a big piece of the 
lavn grass and he aleo cares now for the locusts which came from 
Dong-ai, Now, he would lice to obtain some of the indigenous 


tmmcnolias of the United States for the rark here. Could you 


perhaps procure him some seeds or young plants of these magnolies? 
The M, glanca, thylla and cordata are the ones he would like 





to have cspecially. Of the M grandiflora there are hundreds here, 
so thet one can eafely be left out. ‘The Mdesourl Botanical darden 
at St. loulse has probably seeds left of these trees, so perhaps 
you could procure them from there. 

x haven't been out as yet in the interior. ‘The weather 
has been rather rad, plenty of rain and vind and IT wasn't able as 
yot to find an intelligent Chinamn to go vith me.» The intelif- 
gent ones here find easily employment with the business firms and 
a stupid ‘ine wouldn't suit me, especially now that I have te et 
the Chinese characters with the plants, Ihad to discharge the 
one man I hed a week or go ago, for he wis a little too shallow- 
minded. 

Within a few weeks I will be up North aveain and then the 


summer labora are beginning. I have much correspondence of late 
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with different shipping firme concerning the cases with seeds 
and with missfioneries comerning names of plants I collested, 
but I don't get many answers, Everything out Est goes slow. 

I do hope you have returned hale and hearty agein 
after your trips. Md you go to Chico? A pity Mr. Dorsett 
leaves! They won't easily get again a man of hia energy. 

With beet wishes to you all, I remain 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK BN. MOYER’ 


March 15, 1907. 
P. Se Herewith & small box with eight baniboo shoots in it. 
Would it be possible to grow them? ‘They clearly show the roote 
coming out. I enclose alee the note concerning thet. On photo 
No. 136 you will see them as expesbdédfor sale in thanghal. I 
would like to hear in what state they arrived. 


Valo Me 


Peking, chine, 
april 7, 1907, 
Dear Ir. Pairehilds | 
It ia agth nearly 6 days thet Iam here in the capital 
of the celestial pire and within a couple of days I will be on 
my way to the wa tal shan, in N. Shansi. ‘The information I got 
here in Peking from the Mini ster concerning these mountains is 


not vory pleasing; mele, they are pretty barren end the formation 
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with different shipping firms concerning the cases with seeds and 
with missionaries concerning una of plants I collected, but I 
don't get many answers. Everything out East goes slow. 

Zi do hope you have returned hale and hearty again after 
your trips. Did you go to Chico? A pity Hr. Dorsett leaves! They 
won't easily get again a man of his energy. 

With best wishes to you all, } remain, 

Yours respectfully, 
FRANK NW. MEYER, 
P. 5. March 15, 1907. 

Herewith a smallbex with eight bamboo shoots in it. Would 
it be possible to grow them? They clearly show the roots coming out 
I enclose also the note concerning them. On Photo No. 126 you will 
see them as exposed for sale in Shanghai, 1 would like to hear in 
what state they arrived, 

FNM, 
Shanghai, China, 
March 14, '07, 
Dear Mr. Dorsett: 

Herewith + am sending you, thru, the Am. P, 0. here in 
Shanghai, 4 parcels containing cattings and grass plants. The 
notes accompany them, so I needn't describe them any further. I 
may say that the Viburnum and the grass, No. 649 are both valuable 
additions to our garden products, ‘f. i. when they haven't been in- 
troduced before. I enclose also a photo of the Viburnum, showing 
what a fine shrub it is, 

Just now I got your 2 letters, dating Jan. 12 & Jan. 21. 


They were sent up to me from Peking. Well, good heavens, what a 
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3458. 
Gelay there seems to be sometimes with the things I send, for I 
see now that the parcels with cuttings Ho. 561, 564 & 567 reached 
you Jan, 11, '07. And I shipped them No, 8 ‘'06. They were col- 
lected in the latter part of October, so they have been travelling 
around for 2-1/2 months and yet alive as I see from your letter, 
That is marvellous. 

That box with seeds, sent from Viadivostock didn't reach 
you as yet? I am in correspondence about it, but the distances 
are so magnificent out here that it takes weeks and weeks before 
one receives an answer. 

Poor Mr. Goucher. Cancer of the stomach is a verybad 
sickness, but when his constitution hasn't been ran down too 
mach, he can recover yet; altho he has to practice a severe diet. 

Wo, 1 didn't read David Harum as yet, but the motto you 
mention is a very appropriate one. 

And Mr. Tall was quite successful with his rushes? Well 
you see he went out only for that one purpose and - accompanied 
himself the material. I wish 2 had more bodies, I would do the 
same. Do you mean it really to suggest dear P.P.'s name as your 
possible successor? Of cemrse, a man never knows what there will 
happen in this old world of wars, but I think we better leave him 
alone there in his lovely universal plant improvement garden, where 
| the motto is “everything must grow here, but what doesn't want 
to grow, we don't want,"as the words were uttered by his own highness 
mouth, during the sweet moments I dreamed away there. 


I see you got plenty of disagreeable weather, ‘ell we here 
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. too got our share of it. Wet snow and rain were very much in 
evidence these last weeks, but to me, coming from regions where 
it was 30° below, it is a veritable cummer, 

Well, within = few weeks I'll be wp North again and 
you'll be in the Capital I eet. 

Let me wish both ourselves better luck as before. I re- 
main, aS ever, 

Yours sincerely, 


FRANK N, MEYER, 


Peking, China, 
April 7, 1907. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

Tt is agoin nearly 6 days that I am here in the capital 
of the celestial Empire and within a couple of days 7 will be on 
my wey to the Wu tai shan, in WN, Shanei, The information I got 
here in Peking from the Minister concerning these mountains is 


not very pleasing; n.1l., they are pretty barren and the formation 
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of the soil too is not of that charactor that produces rare or 
striking plants. 
Ny, Rockhill loaned me a few booklets, so as to look 
over descriptions thet have been mde from these mountains. I 
will write the titles down, perhaps you my be able to look over 
them too in the Congressional Library: 
Geogravhice] and Goological Maps. 
Bailey Willis, Geologist in Charge. 
Published by the Carnegie Institution. 


Vashington, D.C. 





A Plligrimace to the Great Buddhist Sanctuary of HN. China. 
We We Rockhili. 


Reprinted for the Atlantic Monthly, June 1995. 





fhe Geograyhicd Journal. London; February, 1907, 


Wine Years Survey and “xploration in N. 
and Central China. 





Om page 195, near bottom of this last publication is 
made the statement that in the forest near Jehol “Holly trees are 
common." Well, I never heard of holly trees in N. China, I 
think the author met have made a mistaxe in stating this. 

Qa page 190, near bottom, is a statement concerning 
very hardy, fragrant yellow roses. ‘Well, the yellow roses here 
in this part of Chine are not fragrant, go this must be a new 


one. I will be on the lookout for it vhile up in KH, Shanei. 
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Wow when these mountaing are really barren, I want to 
stay there long, of course, but I will go inte Hanan and probably 
Shantung. There are superior varieties of Jujubes in the Santung 
Province and also plumcots and very fine native pears, so I will 
try to get these things. In Honan I have beon told good bamboo 
groves are found growing, and as the winter in thet Province is 
rather cold, we my be able to got these bamboos for the cosl- 
wintered regions of the U. 5. 

IT am end osing herewith the Chinese Characters with the 
English pronunciations of some of my introductions sent from 
different places. ‘The numbers above the characters are my intro- 
duction mumbers, so it will be easy to find out to which gards 
they belong. 

mialoewt are algo 2 Chinese visiting cards; the one . 
with the 2 large charactere is my name cord; the other one cives 
the title and professisn. You might be interested in them as a 
curfogity, A Chinese friend of mine, Mr. OC. Ys Sun in Mentsin, 
gave them to me as a present, ieig the printing blocke and four - 
pecinges of cards,-«2 very useful gift indeed. 

he enclosed envelope has travelled = good deal, firat 
from Yokohama to Mukden, then from theee to Wishington, ). C., 
then back to mo in Ghanghal, via Peking and now again to Weshington. 
So. you see it 49 a very good quelity of paper. Now if the penere- 
ment could get a similar quality of paper for its envelopes in use 


with foreign correspondents we would gain decidediy in respect. 
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I also wieh you would be kind enough to ship me a couple 
of dozen note books. I mean the kind in which I make the notes 
which I always send with my ghipments. Inelosed is a sheet ts 
illustrate my wish. ‘These books have no identification number, 
otherwise I only would write you the mumber. 

Y aleo received two letters from Migs ‘ell, one of Jan~ 
wary 29, 1907, which is a duplicate, snawered alrendy from Shanghal, 
and the other is of february 9, 1907, concern'ng pesches with an 
enclosure of & oon of Fr, Ry 8. Maekintosh's letter about the 
desirability of getting Browmm-rot resistant pesches, I haven't 
been in the right sesgon as yet here in Chins to find owt whether 
there is really brown-rot disesse among the peaches, but as yet, 

I haven't seen any among the late varieties of peacheBe 
| The letter about these mwaches has been in the wreck of 
the Se 5. Dakots. I send you herewith the envelope ag a curiosity. 


I sincerely hope that there wasn't any important mail for me on 


bags and if a check or a draft was among the mail, it probably is 
lost now. 

From Mr« Dorsett I got intormation that the long-waited- 
for box with seeds arrived at last after a five months’ journey. Tf 
am very gled of that for there are some rare things emong those 
seeds. I have been in mach @Gorresponience with the Consul and 
shipping ofiices in Viedivoetock and our agent in Seattle about 
thigds 

By the way, I also may mention the foct that my corre- 
spondence is fast increasing in connestion with these shipments 


and with missionaries and vith no permanent place to stay it is 
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often hard to loy hands on the right papers at once, 

In anothar sepamate letter I will send you my aecounts 
for the past quarter. 

I engaged a young Chinaman the other day to serve me 
aa an interpreter in getting the names of plants. It is exeeed- 
ingly herd to get the right kind of s man for this work, for the 
real intelligent Ghinese do not like to rengh it the way we 
explorers do. But when we think about it, wouldn't it be air- 
ficult too in America to obtein a man with a good knowledge of 
plants and with desires for travelling far away from his home. 

I hear you have been in Southern Jpain. Are there any 
postcards to be found in thet part of the world? 

With best regards to you all, I remain 

Yours respectfully, 
FRANK Ne MY"Re 


Peking, China, 
April 8, 1907. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: 

Herewith I am sending you my accounts for the past 
quarter. They ore properly sworn to, a0 I think they will be 
found OK. 

I will explain « few things, though. You will notice 
the use of Rouble 8 in the first days of Janusry, 1907. Well, 
im and north and east and west of Kirin the rowble is the main 


currenoy; south of Kirin, though, the Mexiean dollers are again 
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in use and sa such, thoucsh Manchuria is in nome Chinese, fo reign 
currencies are still in use everywhere. In Kiang tchene tse there 
are about seven currencies in daily use and they all differ. The 
Chinese seem to love these Complicated states of affairs, but to 
us they are a tremendous mulsance. | 

You will also notice thet the baggage transfer is rather 
dear, Well, Yanchuria is a rather expensive country and then my 
baggage never consists of leas than 15 pieces and sometimes it is 


even 3O or more, for I buy bage with seeda and carry thom with me 


for weeks and weeks. 


You also see that all my accounts are still meade out on 
the oriinary vouchers. T received some weexs ago a set of dif. 
ferent papere, but these are so complicsted «6 to mice the things 
very mach more difficult than the old system Ina letter from 
re Ae Zappone it is stated that these vouchers have been espec~ | 
dally prepared for temporary special disbursing agents; well, 
that le very lovely indeed. I wonder if the gentleman who pre~ 
pared them hes ever travelled in wild countries. The new vouchers 
are extremely big ani cumbersome and one could never travel sround 
with them in one's pocket. ‘They are baautiful to use in an expe ri- 
mental station, but for a traveller they are not fits 

: Then in a former letter from the Treasury Lepartment 
signed by Fr. Ge. he Layton, Auditor and received at the Divivion 
of Accounta and Disbursements on January 21, 190%, there is an 
item running thus: Hepaywent of the 914.00 disallowance which 
wae noted in settlement 35,919 will still be necessary. Vell, 


if that is still necessary, would you be so kind ae to advance 
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that money, Then when I come back I will hand it over to you. [ 
| could send a money order but I hardly know to whom to address it. 

The Minister showed mo a letter a few days ago from a 
French bishop in VYongolia and therein was montioned the fact that 
2 liters of slfaifs sceds were being sent to Mr. Rockhill. It fis, 
however, the blue varicty. ‘The yellow one, this missionary wasn’ t 
able to obtain. 

then up in Ne Shanei, I will incuire for thie particular 
variety. 

I also got a big Chinese passport allowing me to travel 
in Shansi. 

Vell, 7 close with best of regerds, 

Yours respectfully, 


PRAHA He MOY"Rs 


Taf yuon fu, Ghansi, China. 
May 7, 1907, 

Dear Mr, Faireh il ds 

Yesterday coming back froma three day's trip south 
from here I found the following telegram awaiting me: “HURRY 
MARCH ACCOUNTS, WILL YOU YomD Moe MoNPY oF WILL You HAVE 
BALANCE JUNE $0. HOW MUCH. ROCKHILL." 

Well, it ie very kind of you to go to the trouble of 
eabiing even, but happily I am not in dire straite. I hove enough 


money at hand to carry me through until July or 4ugust, for I 
















\ HCY od teve Caeed sane e oad aoe iy fhe 
Uith weoabd of mete of ons Ute T ted nein Konom @ bade btsea 
2 mort din ove) wel 2 we ite dled Bowes sorta off? ne ih 
ted? goat odd ‘boned beim eae het Ad bee abioguol mb gore td donot 
ei al .titdteor .M of taoe ot hehoonew abees shaatle teewr Ls 
+ tex Yrete feu tt elAt poste or eA? .ydeotiay emtdoeds etovowod os a 
Mw: #0) Svoteiambatdoredetda 
galvoldte whit vot ot kopst kite I tensed: Wom: nets S onaghed © 
abstain vee epi” Ge Itoh Gare sovgpetmen : : 
fever? ot ct wthwol Le dr oqaaag eeernt do gid 8 fem oe Lm leew oo ' he ia 
w Lilte ona eioweoba yeaty tt gut ae ts aie stead? oh ce 
ye braget to teas old fur ovelo T ator nt bre eft ee 
efisttoeqher! tenet ge -tA we ae Oe re BLOG fee | 


+ 
¢ ee ee “3 m ‘ ; 4 ; {20a 
TEM WO RRAME EO ed Moot ib oxem owt yo "i aa ae 
pe » A 
| tre 
sie 7 


“HE EEE LOSS SVEN STONY Gera gads botads ef Pt ego ah tll a 
se PAWS Blots 1). See Cage? c0% Do wea ony tidal 2% 
wack? . Pett - ot Ray, Rape i eieebat efow vod yi el sade a D 
80er 4? agate to bie ar oe Lote tere - qo wave ye Ry 


“waned Gite ota ott a moet vinwd gute wreee Sa 


ADT Sie 
hs a * ‘ 





SBR « 
use my own money $oo in this work and next guly that will be an 
amount of two years’ selary minus personel expense a. 

So when I get the balance of my expenses at June BW, 
that is perfectly agreeably to me. My cwrterly accounts for 
Janusry, February ani March left Peking a month or 80 ago, so 
they are probably received in good shape, for they went through 
the Legation souch, 

Tt ig a plenic, though, in this mrt of China with the 
money mitters. “he whole finemial system is becoming upset for 
as the railways adwonce, the Vexican and the Hongkong dollars are 
caming more and more into use in the interior and small silver 
money is also becoming quite common; but--silver by weight is 
still everywhere in use and so are the infernal cashes which change 
in value from town to town and which are counted by actual and by 
nominel numbers. ‘Truly a Chinese system of swindling and scusez= 
ing. I went to a Chinese bank ye sterday to draw money and they 
wanted to charge me a premium of 30% when I take coined silver 
money. In lumps, however, I oan get it pretty near at par. Vicree 
ien’t it? Wow, ~hen I change these lumpe of ativer into copper 
Cash, then the real pienic will stert, for I will have to hire a 
special mule or a cart to cerry this ¢lumay material and the one 
village will take so miny Cash to the dollar and another so many. 
Well, we have to put top with it. 

Now, about another tople. Caesar of old went to the 
Senate and sald Veni, Vidi, Viel, and I went to the ta tal shan 
and came and saw and went away, for~-it is = barren region. It 


{s only around one or two temples, thet one finds some clumps of 
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355 » 
trees, bub otherwise 1% is as barren ae the plains of Nebraeia, 

It is only around one Temple that a little of the 
original vegetation is left and in the tree line one finds there 
ome specie of larch, one of Pleesa, one of Pimms, one of poplar, 
two of willows, two of elms, one of oak, one of maple. In shrubs 
there are to be seen one specie of Crataegus, the shrubby crab 
apple, Prumus pedus, Ligustrina amurensis, the wild gooseberry, 

a wild Rubus, s apecie of Viburmum, a spicie of Deutsia, a specie 
of Thiladeiphus, @® wepecie of Sembucus, @ barborry, « Viburmure-like 
shrub and an guabanans tie Theat is all. 

In alpine plants there seem to be quite a few, like the 
genuine Welwelss (Leontopodium alpinum), different species of 
Gnaphalium, two species of Chrysanthemmm, some Pyrethrums, Gen- 
Sikes Drobag and severe] minor things. I think in late sumer 
one might find there zome interesting alpines. ‘he rhubarb grows 
wild, too, between 7000 and 9000 ait I hope to go back there 
next fall and get some young larches and spruces because they sre 
thought to be new. Also some of these gooseborries may be of 
nge to us in the northern states, 

I arrived at the “a tel shan monasteries on April 2, 
but we had snow storms for three days and it was very chilly. I 
_ hed to put om all my fur clothes agein and we had a brisk fire 
underneath the brick bed. Not a single tree had any leaves on 
and only the flower buds of the poplars were showing some swelling, 
So, I didn't deem it necessary to stay in these inhospitable 
regions, I may give you a short itinerary of the trip. We left 


Poking April 11 by train a few hours south to Kan pei tien, then 
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by small train from there to Liang wn $cho also a couple of hours. 
Then by cartes to Hei ling, the so-called Yeztern Tombs, There we 
got heavy rains go [ h«d to stay there s dey and » half, but on 
April 15 we took carts again in the afternoon and arrived in T! 
lung hus, from there by mules for 7 days to “u tei shan, where we 
arrived April 20. I took a road advised to me by the Minister, 
Mr, Rockhill. He said the other resds were all going through 
perfectly barrentregions. ‘Thies one might, perhaps, give you some 
yegetstion; but no, beyond «a few straggling shrubs, everything has 
peen cut down by these everlasting greedy Chinese, and it must have 
been lanes such a splendidly forested region. ‘The people Living 
along our road were awfully inquisitive and rude. They tore the 
paper windows in eae inns entirely + pieces 80 a8 to have a look 
at the foreign animal. : had to use foree for a couple of kines 
‘ diapel the noisy, impolite crowdg. Buckets with water proved 
to be the most satisfactory remedy, The dirtand filth sre beyond 
destription in some of the inns, but I have become eo hardy during 
this Oriental tour that it must be very awful indeed before it 
takes my appetite away, os if used to do when I firet came to Chinn. 

From Wu tai shan I passed over Hsinton where I met some 
nice Mnglish missionaries to this city, Tai yuan fu, the provincial 
gapital of Shansi. There are quite a few foreigners here, English 
missionaries, Italian ones, one American business mn, Vr, %& TT, 
MeCoy, and four professors in the Shansi University. (This last 
is an institution for the chinese vith some foreign instructors. } 
As noarly everywhere out in the Tar test the white man is good~ 


natured and hoepitable and they have invited mg sevorel of them, 
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for dinner and lunch and I had some pleasant times. 

In a last letter ft spoke about the yellow roses in 
South Mongolia, Well, the day before yesterday I was in a district 
where thousands of them grow. ‘4 very nice shrub it is; I think, 
though, not ag hardy in regard to low tomperatures as othere may 
bo, for T didn't find it as high up im the mourntaine os the red 
flowering species grows. I enclose a blossom of it, It iz Rosa 
xanthine. 

In that same district they grow a fine kind of a rice 
(irrigated). It is said to be the best in Shansi. I got tw sacks 
of it. As this region le over 3000 feet above sea level, this 
rice will ao well in localities where the nights are cool, like 
the lowydying lands of the San Joaquin and Gacramento Valleys in 
California, some valleys in Utah and perhaps in other mountainous 
districts of the Western states, | 

I expect some mail rom Peking tonight or tomorrew and 
then I will hear again what is expected from me. 

Before I left reking, the Minister said to me that in 
hia é@pinion the two best provinces of whole China for owr purposes 

. were Teechuan and Hang-su, He seid there are there all ranges of 
climate to be found and abounding in products which are little 
known to the outside world. %0 we mey keep this in mind ae Mr. 
Rockhill has been in some parts of these provinges. 

| I will start from here mow within a few days, passa through 
southwestern shansi to Pa tehon where fine varieties of persimmons 


are reported te exist, even rumors of a blecifrulted one. ‘Then go 
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through Northern Seas and enter Shantung, which of the north~ 
eagtern provinces of China, seems to be one of the beat for our 
work and then when through Shantung, the summor will be well 
advanced and the region around Peking will be next and after that, 
the Collecting of the material will be an immense job, for it 
will be over a big ares that I will have to travel then. I hope 
nothing will interfere with thie outlined plan. 

I will have to come back here, too, for there are five 
different varieties of grapes reported south from here, one kind 
gaid to be particularly good, nearly black of color, and aome very 
fine peaches are also reported. 

ts there alredy another gentleman in cherge of the 
garden at Chico? Heve you got any Jujube stook, in aese I send 
e lot of different varisties noxt winters 

Well, wth best of regards to all, I remin 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK Re M! The 


Tai yuan fu, Shansi, China, 
Yay 10, 1907. 
Dear Bre Pairohilds 
The night before last I received a big package of mail 
from the Legation at Peking, but to my sorrow, there wasn't any 
letter in it from yous I hope, though, you have fully recovered 


after your trip to euch a nice quiet region a9 southern Spein. 
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I may hear from you perhaps the next time I get some 
mail vhich may be one or two months from now. Among my letters 
there was a request from Dr. le 0. Howard for some more material 
of the Geltis-galls which I sent to the Department in 1905. Well, 
I wrote Dp. Howard that I wasn't sevine in regions now where T 
had observed any Celtis trees, so It couldn't’ soak anything until 
I came again in the neighborhood of Peking this fall. Or. Howard 
wrote me, too, to send the things direct to the Gureau of “ntoe 
mology. I suppose you reached sn agreement with him, concerning 
this =~ I enclose a copy of his letter to put om file in your 
office (I received two copies). 

I head also quite some correspondence concerning the 
supposed lost boxes with seeds with the American Consul in VYladi-+ 
vostock, shipping agencies, NYs 3enson in Seettle, Mr. Dorsett, 
and others. ‘i@ll, it seems that the things are turning up, the 
one after the other. I hope they reach you there bye and bye in 
good shape and that you are satisfied with the quantities and quality. 

Yow, when my carts here have been obtained I will leave 
perhaps tomorrow. I am expectin, final arrangements to be mde 
tonight. Then I will pass through southwestern Shansi inte Shonsi- 
Thero isa black-fruited persimmon there somewhere anc algo wild 
tree pagonies., I am after these things. Perhaps they are things 
of the past, though, for not all products remain in thie country. 
gome seem to get utterly lost. 

There are also fine paeonies said to be in “eastern Shan 
tung. Well, the winter temperatures fall often rather low both 


in Shensi and in western Shantung, so if tree paeonies do really 
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well in these regions, the Soutern Recky Mountain regions may be- 
come splendid regions to cultivate these exquicitely beautiful 
flowers for forcing purposes and to distribute them all over the 
United States for this end, 

As a forced winter flower it makes a most artistic effect 
in a tastefully furnished room, especially when put in am antique 





ware vessel, 


Well, Mr. Yairchild, do take thincs easy! Don't bother 


- yourself too mach whether you can finish everything or not. Divide 


your work a little more, for our body after all, is worth more then 
to ruin it by over-exertion. 
I remain with best wishes, 
Yours respectfully, 
FRANK HN. MEYER. 
Tai yuen fu, Shansi, China, 
| May 11, 07. 
fo the Gentlasan in Charge of the 
U. 5, Plant Introduction Garden, 
Chico, California, U.S.A. 
Dear Sirt 
Herewith I send you by Chinese sample post four small 
packages of seeds of various plants. 
Would you be so kind to sow them out as soon as possible, 
They probably will all make sufficient growth yet in your long 
Californian summer, notwithstanding the lateness of their arrival. 
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358a. | 
With the exception of No. 725a they are all perennials, 
so it won't matter much whether they flower this year or not. No. 
725 tho' will probably produce seeds before the frosts set in, 
| I an, Sir, 
Yours very truly, 


PRANK H, MSYER 
Agric, Explorer, U.S.A. 


Enclosed the 4 notes belonging to the seeds sent. 

| Peking, China, 

May 20, 1907, 

To the Gentleman in Charge of the U.S. Plant Introduction Garden, 

Chico, California, U.S.A, 
Dear Sir 

Herewith 1 send you by Japanese parcel post, 1 package 
containing 2 roots, mambered 651. These roots were collected a few 
days ago as Shansi and are probably a new plant. They flower with 
a mumber of umbels of rosy-white flowers, very fragrant. The whole 
plant doesn't srow higher than 10 inches, Grow it in a rather dry 
soil, As Shansi has cold winters down to zero very often, you needn’ 
protect it in any way in your climate. The note, belonging to this No. 
651 will follow bye and bye in a letter when ! have some more to send. 

Hoping you receive this parcel 0.K., 1 remain, Sir, 

Yours very truly, 
PRANK H. MEYER 
Agric. Explorer, U.5.A4., c/o American Legation, Peking, China, 
Peking, China, 
Mey 28, 1907, 

ly dear Mr, Fairchild: 


Accept my heartiest thanks for the several sympathetic let- 
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359. | 
ters I received from you these last days. It is very pleasing to me, 
especially just now, to find that you and the other gentlemen appreciate 
this difficult work of exploring here in China. 

You see, 1 am again in Peking. In fact, 1 was here last wek, 
too, Imt 1 went with Mr. and Mrs. Williams of the American Legation for 
a four days! trip to the Western Hills and came back just a few hours ago. 

I am here, though, agsinst my will. Wy men, that is, the int er- 
preter and the guide, made objections in Tai yuan fu to go any farther in 
the interior with me, and they just said so at the very last moment, a 
mean trick} Well, t forced them to go with me anyway but the cowards 
bribed probably the cart men so we got entirely on the wrong roads ani see- 
ing this, I was obliged to return. I tried in Tai yuan fu yet for a few 
days to find me suitable men, but it was of no avail and so ! returned to 
Peking and then my two Chinese left me alone again, And 1 had gotten 
these men on special recommendation! 

I took with me to the mountains these last four days a new man who 
told me that if I was satisfied with him he was willing to stay with me for 
Sale trips, tat just now he wants his wages and says he would rather stay 
around Peking or Tientsin. It is simply fierce with these people. They are 
for the greater part big cowards and if China really wants to become a 
world power, the Chinese had better cultivate a little courage. 

Now, you might think that I am perhaps too exact or too hard on 
ae men 1 empley. No, I give you my word, I am perhaps too lenient with 
them, but the big difficulty lies in this; as long as one stays in a large 
city they are well satisfied because they can lay on the E'ang most of the 
time and eat and drink nice things, and they don't have to exert themselves 
very mach, The mement, however, one is on the road, then the troubk ebniiting 
They are not satisfied with the food, a little climbing tires them 
and they don't like the country pepple because the dialect is dif- 
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ferent and they are not so readily understood as in s big town 
and then storics of wolves or tigers are teld «nd retold until 
they imagine the mountains are full of them and besides that, 
they imagine that at their homes things are going wrong and that 
upsets them totally. They get a kind of homeskckness which 
increases the farther they move away from their places of resi~ 
dence, Reslly, in very many matters the Chinese are living yet 
in their childhood. It is fear and nothing but fear =11 over the 
whole empire, from one corner to another. And they love to oul- 
tivmte « mutual distrust of their employer and their fellow- 
employees and their neighbewa and of everybody. qhis onal presen t. 
feoling of distrust here in Chima has in all probability more to 
do with the backwardenss of public onterprises than anything else. 
and then thet lying and deceiving every time; men point 
out purposely the wrong road and tell you the wrong names for 
plants and try to cheat you as much as possible with money matters. 
Even yesterday in the mountains we had sn example. Ire ‘llliane) 
looked at a Chinese inscription on « monument and asxed an edueated 
Chinaman from what period it was. Er» williams thought it was from 
the Ming Dynasty. "O, mo,” ssid the Son of Heaven,"not at all, it 
belongs to this present reigning dynasty." Well a few moments 
ister Mr. “iliiams came upon snother monument and on that one it 
was written explicitly that these monuments wore all crected during 
| the Ming bynasty. Question? Why did this educated men deem it | 
necessary to lie to an edugated foreigner? 


. Well, we will drop this topice We can't fathom the yel low 
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mind anyway, ‘the more one sees of them, the lesg one knows them. 

¥y plans to go through southwestern Shansi,are, of course, 
all upset. Iam waiting now for a letter from Mr, Xennedy noax 
Hanchan concerning paniboo se I told him to spend, if neseseary, 
several hundred dollars in getting the different varieties of 
edible and of timber bamboos around Hanchan and vicinity, but 
apparently it ie more than he is able to do and as bamboos can 
only really be successfully transplanted in June and July according 
to the Chinese, I my have to go to the South within a few weeks 
to superintend it myself, for le. Kennedy speaks of planting them 
in six feet long boxes, Well, these boxee will be too heavy, ao 
I will try to get them into vesselg of smaller dimensiona. 

In other letters I will ansver your letters. That ome 
of 45 pages 1g a whorpere Tt will take me » whole day to answer it. 

Peking is hot and sultry these days and dust siorms are 
very much in evidence. One's clothes get full of spots and one's 
skin gets red and rough, but one's appetite geens not to suffer, 
so it ain't go bad after all. 

I am very glad to hesr you are back at your desk sagdin. 
With a little division of your administrative work and a Little 
time to work on your own place with your hands, you will never 
need to become sick agains | 

With best regards to you all, I remain 

ir Yours respectfully, 


PRANK N, MEYER. 
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B62. 
Peking, China, 
May 29, 1907. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: 
Ao I wrote you yesterday, I am going to write you a 
long letter in anawer to four letters i received from you during 
these last dsys, 


atter of April 2, 1907. Yos, it is very pleasing to 





me thet you all are well satisfied with my work up here, I wish 
myself I could find more important things, but it is such a dif- 
ficult country and one obtains so little information, even from 
very old residente, that it takes ten times the amount of time and 
energy it would in most other countries. 

About the identification of shipments. Yes, you are 
perfeotly right that it is difficult to identify my shipments. In 
the future I will mention the mambers relating to the contents and 
put a mark on the boxes go as to facilitate things. On the packages 
I always put the mumber of the contents, so that doesn't give any 
aiffticulty I suppose. | 

I have had a whole lot of correspondence with the American 
Gonsulates in Viadivostock, Mukden, Delny, and Shanghal, concerning 
the shipment of different things and all things are not straightened 
out as yet, though I got information that all my shipments of seeds 
reached America, I will just mention them here. 1 small box with 
many different kinds of seeds collected in Worth Morea and South 
Vanchuria, sent from Viedivostock, 3 large boxes, mostly agricul~ 
tural seeds, ourh ected in Hastern Siberian, sont from Nabarowsk via 


Viadivostock and Kebe. 1 large box with agricultural seeds, sent 
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from Harbin via Viadivostock and Kobe. 3 very large boxes com 
taining dry land rice ani other agricuktural seeds, sent from 
Mukden via Delny and Kobe. 2 small boxes containing agricultural 
seeds, from Shanghai. A total of Lc boxes. I% seems thet my 
dried herbarium specimens suffered the worst fate of all my ship- 
ments made and they just represented more work than any of the 
seeds, Well, nicheno, os the Rugslans eny. 

In connection with the seeds I obtained from the Russian 
Agricul tural Stetions in Mikolak-Uesnrlesky and in Haberowsk, did 
you send them a few things back, ag I mentioned in letters written 
from these places? I see you montion Dr. R. J. Gordon in Kwang 
ching tse, Manchuria, as having sent him some things, so I trust 
you also thought of our Russian friends. 

There is a Hongkong-Shanghai bank in Priseo, for they 
advertise it always in the Chinese papers, but as you know long 
since, I wired Wilson in thanghal. 

Yes, I hope to go back to South Manchuria and North Korea 


and get the thince I spotted out. I don't want to go to North 


‘Wenchuria any more if it can be helped. ‘There is too much mulery 


and robbery there, I just saw in the paper that 5 Japanese have 
been murdered in the district along the Tamen River where I also 
passed last September. I am really glad I got through that muntry 
go fairly easy. 

thank you for your assurances concerning my coming back 


again to civilization and about recommendation of promotion. My 


folks want to see me badly and especially now, since different 


papers in Holland have mentioned my name in connection with the 
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264.6 
work the Department is doing in introducing new plants and crops. 
How they got hold of my name is to me a pugzle as yat, bub I hope 
to find out bye and bye. | 

“hen I come back to America, I suepect to have lots of 
important discussions with you concerning my future. 

About learning Russian rather than Chinese. Well, lok 
here, Mr. Pairchild, I do not know whether you have given much time 
to this topic, but I may say that Chinese is so immensely difficult 
that only people especially gifted are able to acquire it; and f am 
not ome of them} With imglish, German, French and Dutch I can 
manage pretty well, and a little Spanish, Russian and latin thrown 
in, but in these intricate oriental languages I doen't mke much 
headway. Then you speak about the spoken Laneusee of the educated 
Glasses. Well, the characters of the Chinese dialects are written 
the same, tut the promunciation is utterly different, go that shows 
you that there isn't one language as people often suppoee. ‘the 
so-called Mandarin or Peking dialect is the only language spoken 
by the high officials all over the Empire, but the ordinary of fi~ 
asia do not know a bit of it in general. ir. Barchet himawlf told 
me thet he is very often the interpreter between different Chinese 
officials in Shanghad when they have case to judge in the Mixed 
Court. Dr. Berchet speaks 4 or 5 different Chinese dialects and 
writes and reads Chinese, too, but he is, ag such, a marvelous man, 

I spoke with Mr. Williams, let Secretary in charge of 
the Legation, about these matters, “ell, he said there isn't one 
white man im the whole world who can write and read Chinese per~ 


fectly and there is also mo Chinaman either. He told me that 
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265, 
even the high dignitaries in Poking have special clerks for 
official] documents and that many of these high officials can 
neither read nor write these official documents! 

About learning, too, of Mandarin, he said that a two 
years? course of reguler hard study gives one just an ordinary 
knowledge of the daily phrases and names of common things and 
this knowledge of the spoken language must be learned from the 
lips of a living teacher, booke are utterly no uae. Well, f 
plieked up several phrages and words, but otherwise I didn’t 
advance much. The men I employ have mo teaching qualitiess and 
rather disldke to tell one everything. When I was in Shansi the 
last time, my man head quite some difficulty in understanding the 
poople there and unless they met an educated man, they couldn't 
even enjoy a conversation. IM. Williamea told me thet there are 
about 20 distinct dialects and so distinct some of them are thet 
whenever we Cotipare the Peking dislet with Ungelish, then the 
Shanghai dinlect ia like French and taskianes like Spanish and 
between these places all possible intermixtures sre spoken, in- 
creasing in mamber down toward the South Mmst. 

The Chinese themselves have sayings that they would 
rathor be s¢oldad in one dialect than to be compelled to listen 
to a love gong in another. So we needn't explain any further 
the immense differences between the different dialects in the 
Chinese language. 

Up im the Northnand in the far west are also quite a 
few different lengunges in use, lice several Mongol languages, 
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Manchu, Thibetan and several minor ones. Let us pray that Esperanta 
may become established some of thege daye and confine all this lot 
; of languages to the screapheap and + the mmeea (7), that a saving 
of energy that would be and how united thie whole world would besome? 
About Mr. Dorsett. Yes, to say that I am eprry for it is 
too faint an expression. He is a mn of great energy and perse- 
verance, especially im the hard work of establishing a thing and 
he will be missed more than we think, 
Mr. Doreett didn’t write me his real reason for regi gn 
ing, bat I suspect that the burdensome administration (red tape) 
has much to do with it. 
Ialso see with surprise that young Tull is going to 
leave the Department. He surely had a nice future before him and 
one that would give a man moral satisfaction to the end of his 
days, for what ie more gratifying than to have been a factor in 
giving his country and his race @ new industry. 
Mo, NO, money is surely not everything. You hit the 
nail on the head, Give mea plese of blue sky, some hazy mountains 
in the distanee, a rippling brook o foaming sea close by ani 
enough of life's needs to get along, even if the fare be sober, 
and they may keep their millions and their souledestroying methods 
of getting them. 
The bamboos, Yes, I am interested in these bamboosi If 
my good luck contimes to stay with me and health and courage 
to make thia one of life 


accompany it, then IT ho coblems. 





Tt is a difficult problem and a very expensive one, on account of 
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367. 
the difficulties comected with transport and transplanting, vet-~ 
where thore is a will there 1s a way. As soon ae I come back to 
the United States I will see where the best stretches of country 
are for Bamboos, In my mind the west goaste of Oragon, and Borthern 
California will do and the whole Mast coast of the United States 
from the Gulf of Mexies up to porheps southern Virginia, ‘exes, 
especially, in the South, will aleo offer excellent localities here 
ami there. If only the transportation was not so difficult? 

I see your notes «bout the war-notes and the Lotus pic~ 
ture. Well, they are your property so ony way you feel like doing 
with them gsulte me. I thought that you might paste the lotus picture 
in your Chinese house, but of course if you think that Ur. Ceter 
Bisset has a greater delight in it, than you might have, well then, 
it is aleo 6.%. Perhaps I will come across some More, ‘Shen you 
will be able te keep one, tod. 

Glad to see the alfalfa seeds came to hand im good eondi-~ 


tion, Do you cnow thet the whole city wall of Peking has alfalfa 


on it, especially on these parts where few people come. ‘They are 


all of the blue reriety, though. 

I went last week to the growides of the Temple of Heaven tos 
look for No. 103@, but a9 we experienced a severe drought here and 
had severe winter, too, and ae besides that the Chinese cut and mow 
down everything that is burnable, I wasn’t able to find anything as 
yet. Perhaps in the fell I may see it again, 

i seo your notes concerning ingecta on trees. Yes, there 


always lurks that great danger of introducing ingetts and diseases 
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368, 
and the moment the yellow press in the United States came to hoar 
anything like finding new seales on imported plants, it would 
flash one's name all over the ar and the tiresome and often 
dangerous work of obtaining valuable material would be completely 
forgotten and overshadowed by the finding of new pests, 

Ho I wish you would be ao Kind and suggest to all those 
hd 


connected with this work not to make pablic g of this cind 





I mean about finding inseet or fungus pests on newly introduced 
plants. The yellow press and the less educated people might mice 
am uproar which would prevent us from further exploring the earth- 
Corners. 

TY aee your suggestions concerning obtaining more data 
in regard to selina ingectue Yee, I will gladly de it. ‘The 
mre useful I can make myself, the better T like it. : Prom mow on 
I will pay more attention to matters relating to entomology. I! 
may mention one curious thing in connection with these matters. 
It goems thet there are a number of parasites living upon the seales 
on different trees and shrubs and it seems to be moetly larvae of 
lady~bugs which oct as exterminstors of these senles. ‘There are 
many different kinds of lady~buge im North China and ome secs them 
everywhere. There are comparatively few birds in China so the lady 
buge live quite undisturbed and prevent the scales from deetroying 
the vecetation. 

I collected a few days ago some strange scales on the 
original peach tree (Prume devidiana) and [ saw that the big wing- 


less fomle seales were being sucked out by larvae of lady-bugs 
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369, 
and the flying small miles were caught by a amall lizard with big 
eyes. I got a mamber of these scales with their enemies and will 


shortly send them by parcel post. Perhaps they are of great in- 


terest to the “ntomologist. I received a package containing sample 


packages with scales from ifr. Merlat. To my sorrow there were no 
labels with these samples, otherwise I could have learned their 
names, for I am not very proficient in "itomology. If T had had 
the luck of being born in the Northern United States I wuld have 
studied more thoroughly and might even be an ¥.S. now, bub in 
Holland higher edueation is omly for the few privilege ones and 
my parents didn’t see enoush futwre for me to go to the expense 
ami so I became a specialist in the plant line only. will I ever 
have time to qualify myself in other lines relating to this work, 
too? Ihope so. At least, I hope to learn enough about the re~ 
lated sciences to make this exploring work a greater success. 

Yes, I am aware of all the work the Department is doing 
of finding parasites thet prey upon plant pests, ‘Two of the 
gentleman from the Bureau of Entomology have been here,too, while 
looking for the parasites of the San Jose scale, have they not? 
How ies that parasite now? 

Yes, the Garden Magazine is unknown to me. [f will be 
glad to see it whenever you find time to send me a sample copy. 

How, about the Northern Persimmons., ‘There are really 
only two min varieties. One is the very large flat seedless one 
of a bright orange red color, a fine fruit and the other is a 
small, oblong fruit generally with a few seeds in it and of a 
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$70, 
higher color. Then, there is a third one, semi-flat, also seedi cse, 
but hard and astringe®h and in size between the big and the small 
one, This variety is mot 20 much in eyteem, thouch, for it needs: 
frost before being fit to be eaten, and one doesn't sce it very 
much either. Hoe 97, It seems that the large pers limon varies 
a little in its ripening period, ana in size, too, according te 
locality; warm, rich logslities ani young trees produce earlier, 
larger fraite, colder localities and stmllow soils seem to tend 
to retard the ripening period. 

Of the smell persimmons, there is a rare variety which 
is perfectly seedless of which a few trees grow near Changli. I 
sent scilone of them under Now 47. 

T talked with mony Chinavse and forcsigners about the Per- 
simmons up here end they all tell me there are only two kinds, I 
have sent about fire different Varieties from up here, but I am 
not sure that they al1 will be found very distinct. Three of them 
are really distinct but the two others may prove to be varlations 
produced by temperate localities, 

I wuld have to live really near the persimmon orchards 
and mark the trees that are different, tt these orchards are all 
away from the villages and besides that, the Chinese have such a 
guspicion of us that it would be an exceedingly difficult thing to 
mark a tree. They alwys suspect us of exercising sinister influ- 
ences over their crops and their houses and the moment sore thing 
happened, I wuld get the blame for it and perhaps get im serious 


difficulties for it, too. 
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When I was in Changli and wanted to cut «a few seione ef 
the walmat trees there, they cot quite exeited om I head to refrain 
from it and the best variety of paper shell welmet roaming still to 
be obtained, thet is, stione. the walxuts themselves I sent to 
Chico under No. 4la and I suspect they have zome nice young trees 
there alrendy. 

With the camera T haven't euoceeded entirely yet, in tak- 
ing life-size photos of amall objects. J couldn't get the rich? 
kind of a lene in thanghai, Sot mayye bye and bye I will be able 
to get one, I experimented with some objects in Shanghai, but they 
were mot howling suctesses, Just. tow I have some pictures on the films 
which have to be developed yet, ond my show up better. I ticok some 
nice photos in the ™ tol shan showing the ubter barrenness of these 
regiong and within some weeke I will send them to you ani ft wish that 
whenever you see Prof, Sargent you would be eo kind as to show them 
to him as a little reminder of mot sending a man to regions of which 
one only supposes they are rich. "Moy, Ur. Meyer, you mostn' be 
too hard om Prof, Sargent,” I hear you eay. Well, mo, I am not too 
hard on him, but I think that he ought to have read about this sub. 
ject before suggesting it. fh. “ison, too, when I talked «ith him 
about the prospeste of wu tad, wae way up in the clouds and said 
that he would rether go to the Wu tail as to the upper Yengtce. If 
gaid, "Yell, let us trade,” but he had mo ears for that, though. 

He eald he knew his regions and [ was well accuainted with the north, 
ete., so we had better let the thing stey as if was. If wrote him, 
though, from Tai yuan fu, how the setual estate we in the mountains 
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Bike 
of Worth Shansi anid I suppose he got my latter by this time, for 
fchang is nowadgys not so far away any nies from civilization, 

Tes, Mr, “ilson and I travel quite differently. He is 
in a part of China where the roads are mostly too narrow for a ¢art and 
I ee in a country where carte are the main wy of mving around. 
Then I have atrong calves and love walking. He loves an easier way 
ef moving. He also moves in districts where vegetation isn't rare 
or scant. I, on the contrary, have to hunt for a green shrub or 
tree, oo I have to climb mountains and rocks and look into crevices, 
fe too likes to live in a style and pay his respects to the hundred 
and one officials. I, on the contrary, live simply and come as 
little as possible in contact with the officials. Only when I need 
them, do I go to them. Well, thet ie strange, you wlll say. oh no, 
the corps of officials here in China can be best compared with the 
famous 014 ladies of the Treneury, "they love ease and 4 cup of 
tea" and they are frightfully ignorant of the predwte of the country. 
Most of them have obtained their posts by bribing higher officials 
and their main object ie to squeeze acs much money out of the people 
ea poasible and do as little as possible for theme Then, their 
homes are mostly mot in the province they are appointed to, so what 
do they enare? Yo, I haven't geptten much information from Chinese 
officials wntil now. 

Te matter of Chinese plant nares will prove « great soree 
of diffieulties, I had a good interpreter with me now in the moun- 
taine and to my sorrow I found thet he was useless so far ag reli~ 


ability of names was concerned. The Chinese do not seem to have 
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books in which the names of the Northern plants are written. My 
interpreter hed some booke with Southern plant names, but of course, 
perfectly useless here, ‘Then they ¢#11 three entirely different 
varieties of pourg all by the same name, but the reason ig appar~ 
embiy this, beesuse the three are grown in a different locality. 
And the etaff these interpreters are made of ie o mething appal- 
ling. hey ean't stand phyaiecal exertion. TI have tried to get 
me a hardy, competent mn, bub even the Minister and the Secretary 
4o not know one, at least, po one who knows enough of English to 
be useful. I will try im the Shantung provinee to find a better 
mang true, the GShantung people are noted for their outlawishness, 
but they also have courage aud that ie what IT wemt. It is por 
fectly ridiculous, the fear these Chinese have for wild animale. 
In Shanein, for instance, sre many wolves and every yoar several 
hundred of people are <illed by them, Wow, why don't they exter- 
minute them. I talked with Or. Hopicina @ fow dave ago here about 
this satter, Yell, he gaid, wien he was in Tehun hes tchan, Bast 
of Peking, some yenrs ago, a big member of children who were work 
ing in the “Sorghum fields in the fell time were caten up or badly 
injured by wolves and Dr. Eopxins had to treat scores of them. 
Why, he said one day to some of the parente of such wounded children, 
why don't you all club together and chese the wolves out of the 
digtrict? Well, was the leconic anewer, "The furs) have no value 
in this time of the year.” Wouldn't that jer you? 

My interpreter, top, Gdn't dere to go in the mountaias 


near Tain-tee, souwth of “ai yuan fu and he could herdiy hide his 
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B 7b. 
happiness when I told him to stay in the temple where we were 
lodging. But T went for o whole dey all throwch and never saw 
& sign of ome. The Chinese love to tell and retell all about 
wild animals, Just like the white man's children do. ‘Yery qwer 
tO US 
| I wee your advice ¢oncerning things I want badly, i.e. 
to write = especial letter for them, I will do so the next time, 
Concerning questiona dene in former letters and om which 
IT never got an anewer, well, J am afraid then, that several of my 
letters went astray. From Xorea two important ones never seemdd 
+o havo reached you and probably some more from Siberia and Mane 
churlie A very great pity for one often writes information in 
such letters under a certain inspiration which passes away again 
. shin out of a special district. 
I received some days ago three parcel s containim cotton 
sted-bage with tags fastened to them. The manille envelopes with 
Magill fasteners didn't reach me os yet. fT algo got 2 Letter from 
the Ue 5, Dispatehing Agent at New York City that = box with 
iibtaaees is om the way to mo. 
| About citizenship. Vell, I am very eorry I have to bring 
this matter up before the Court tn D. ©, Suppose they decide I 
| am not a citizen? Well, I don't think they will, for even silérs 
and those in Legations and in Conauletes are counteé as living in 
the country and my work is of great importance to the U. Se, ao I 
suspect they will decide in my favor. 
About going to ‘mory, Puchow and Ginton, I my say thet 
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$75. 
I intend to do so this winter when I can mange to finish my work 
up North. ‘there are many, mauy thinge down South of very great 
value to us, and when I am once there I will have sy hands full. 
Indeed, if I hadn't been ordered to the Yu tai I would be now in 
the midst of the Bamboo and locust ppoblems for all these southern 
plants must be trensplented when the warm season is at hand. 

K see your remark about the Litchees., Yeo, China itself 
has mot enough to supply the demand ami we could export them from 
the Hawaiian Islands and from the Vest Indies. I think Southern 
Florida, too, might grow them. Cuba ig a good please for them. A 
pity they don't stand trevel very well. 

You think I wiil mike a greater success by studying 
Chinese than Husgian. Yes, I wrote about these questions on pre- 
@eding pages. Sut when I say that I love Russian, that doesn't 
moan that I want to give up Ching as an exploration field. Oh no, 
I know too well what an enormous lot of things we have to unearth 
yet here and know too, that our short life will never be long 
enough to find out all about thie mighty land. Buti es you know 
yourself, it is not good for @ man to remain in one place too long. 
One atupifies and loses interest and for that reeson I want to move 
again for a longer or shorter time to amther field, first to 
civilization and somewhere el se again. 

That Mongol ia and Turkestan are of grent interest to us 
is most certain. In Turkestan are a lot of products suitable to 
our atid West, even ornamental trees mot introduced as yet and 


Yongolia has in all probability some plants of inestimable Value. 
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a76, 
A short time ago there was a statement in a vaper ont here that 
Mongolia is getting drier from year to yewr. They aseribe it to 
the Chinese slowly lnwding the country and plowing up the grass 
lands on which the Mongols used to keep their herds, so that the 
water sinks to the deeper atrata of the soll, where inition 1% 
used to be tried by the grass rosie to the surface. Now, whether 
Chat is wrrect or tats I do mot Know, out what interests me is 
thie. What kind of grasses do they have then on which thay keep 
heads of catile. I never saw any prairie isnd in North Chime save for 
little patches of sedges. “hen in partes of Youthern Mongolia there 
remain atill forested areas for the Mongole are mot as vandslictie 
in these matters as the Chines are. Perhaps we may find there more then 
in Chim iteelf. Oh, when I think of all these unexpjbored areas [ 
get fairly daseled «nd t¢ think ome never will be able te cover 
them alls When I keep this same spirit to the end, I will heve 


to vOam amund in ay next life the game WAY o 





ipril 10, 1907, concerning financial ststements 


of which I have to write to the Auditors Yes, I will weilte him 


tomorrow. hy books are stored just mow in the Amerigan Legation 
een the se¢retery is away for two daya. ‘These financial matters 
are always the worst side of this work. I will write you, too, 
ina separate letter, some financial matters. 


etter of April 16, 1907, telling me you are sending 





me 1000 copper labels maumbered 901 to 1900 Inclusive. All right, 


very glad to hear go. I trust the lebels will appear in due time. 
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Wow I have used aluminum labels from 1-150 (inel.) from 
150«800 (inel.). TI have those labels yet in my possession but 
don§t like to use them because of their corrosive qualities. ‘Then, 
Ihave also copper labels yet, up to 700 intl. 30 now my request 
is thige ¢ould you send me copper labels from 160-500 fincl.) and 
from 701-900 {inel.) thon, when I raieet ve these I will throw the 
aluminum ones away and can keep on goim: up to 1900. Could you 
also please look up Nos 23. J haven't any note from that Bamber 
and I remember thet the label bearing that mumber wes broken, but 
I thought I substituted another one for it, but mow I see this 
note ie missing in my book (the only one.) 

I see in your letter that the grasses Mo, 6497 and 649 
had to be destroyed. Well, why couldn't they wish the soll out 
with a hose and otrone creesure of water? That is the easiest 
thing owt. But Taleo sent a small quantity of them to Chico, 
Md they destroy it there, tov? 

Wo, about the Woodmut o11, I ean't tell you much. I 
wrote Mr. Uileon, though, to write you sbout them. Sorry to hear 
the yellow rove (67 and 68) didn’t do well and also the Chinese 
horsechestnut. Well, I had expected that of that horse-chestnut 
(Noe 61), at lest 6 or 6 hed been sent to Jackson Thwson who is 
a peffect adept at diffioult things. T will get them agein this 
winter. Would you approve of it if I sent gome directly te the 
Arboretum under the same number sa I sent them to you, 30 they 
wouldn't need to be registered then? 

| About Pyrus; no, in Northern Shansi there are a few sp. 


of Pyras. I sew only the wild crebapple and the small wild pear. 
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376, 
I will get scions of them, though. You montion the boxes with 
geede have sll turned up. Are you satisfied with the quantity 
and quality? Is there anything utterly new amor: the lot? 

Thank you for your information eoncerning the dispute 
whether the Peaches come from Persia or from China, I went te 
Count Rex, the German Minister here in Pekings He hag been a 
long time in Persia and he galled his Persian servant in and 
asked him if peaches grew wild in Persia. Yes, seid the man, but 
they are small and not very good. So, here w@ come to the fact, 
that the peaches have vrobably originated from two different regions 
of originaand that the Chinese peaches ere the hardiest and perhaps 
the pest suited for America, while the Persian ones do better in 
Burope. And I think thet you will find out bye and bye the game 
with the apricots. The new apricots are gold (just now, May @) 
all on the streets here in Pekin They are ommill and not very 
juicy, wut still, look how younetnbiy early it is and then this 
Worthern climtet I predict thet the time will come that the 
Atlantic Const states and even the milder part of the middle west 
will have their apricot orchards «8 well «8 the Pesifie Coast 
hag them mows Just now the Pacific Coast ve the Kuropean types, 
which grow wild in Asia minor and in the Caugasus Mountains and 
are found even in wild state wi th large fruits, while the apricots 
growing wild here are all smil and not very nice to est. How, 
when the large fruited ‘cote here have developed from these wild 
| types, then they will prove to be ag he rdy on the Atlantig ag the 


Chinese peaches ere now. 
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379. 
Did you gow owt al] these apridot kernela I sent last 
year under Hoa. 7a, Sa, léa and léa? 
They may come handy as ateck,. If wid ges you this winter 


a lot mre to start a plantation somewhere on the Atlantic Coasts 





: Jp L907. dy 80, are the Chinese going 
to hold an exhibition here. They are progressing indeed. I didn't 
see the Minister as yet. Perhaps tomorrow. Tiank you for this 
infortiations We are just now expecting angwers on a large number 
of questione, I did, though, the senstben concerning where the 
beet varieties of fruits, vegetables and grains eons from which 
are used by the Tmperial ie Ag you may knov, the Imperial 
house gets only the very finest and best of all the products from 
the Xingiomand during my wanderings I have heard so often that 
such and gueh a thing is only for the Bmperer, that I talked with 


the Secretary, Mr, 5. 7. @iiliams, who suggested making up 4 list 


of what I wanted, then the Legation would send it to the Impcrial 


Board of Agritulture, ve do not expeet to obtain very much solid 
informstion, but even if we only get & couple of new things, thet 
ig well worth the trouble. 

How, I come to the end of this weighty message and have 


one important thing te mentions Could the Departwent see fit to 


get up e cireuler on which several questions were asked and send ©) 5 


that to all of the importemt fruit growers in the Statea or if that 
was too mach work, could the different specialists in the bepartmont 
have the kindness of making each » desiderate eoncerning their 


special branches, so as to be a guide in our exploring «work, 
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BAO. 
Por instance, when 1 talked some years ago with Ir. Taft, 
a loquat grower in Orange, Oslifornia, he teld me, yess, if we 
only Could get our Loquate with a red cheek like an apple, we 
could capture the public right at once; well, I have always been 
on the lookout for such # loquat ever since and expect to find it 
sooner or later, Then, when in California, the Almond growers 
were all in despair on account of a few heavy night frosts which 


had destroyed all the prospects of = good crop, #0 a late blooming 


almond is as welcome as dew on the ¢grags. Another time in Missouri 


it got 20° below sero and there were no peaches there thet year, 
so I was on my Sorthorn tripe alway on the lookout fer a Korthern 


peach and I hope that the one [ got in Airin and sent umier No. 684 


‘may anwar for a fest resistent peach. 


How, if I could get a list of sll such desiderata, it 
would mike life more interesting and I would know I hed to look 
for certain things, I would nerrow down my searchings somewhat 
and yet widen them at the same time. 

| Mre Piper, for instance, wants « lawn and pasture grass 
of greater ondurance than Kentucky blue grass and perhaps he wants 
sone more things. Well, if he could write all his ideas down, then 
I will be on the lookout for them. 

I realize that a1] these wants can't be written all at 
once, <A man Must be im a spacial, bright, far-seeing mood for 
thom, but anyway, even if each man writes only a few wants, then 
we ean inquire here and there. I have gotten several of the things 


mentioned on my exploring cards ani 7 wont a new bunch of them I 
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Sel. 
hope you will find a Little time to talk or to write with the 


different gentlemen of the Deoartment about these proposals... 


Ti a next letter I will treat the financial matters 
aid the missing numbers, 
I remain with beet of regards to you all, 
Yours respectfully, 


YRANE HN, MSYERs 


Peking, China, 
Why 3L, 1907. 
Dear Mre Pairchild: 

As I wrote you a few days ago I would try to write you 
another letter in which I would talk about the financial problems. 
Well, here 1% igs 

I do not think that I wili be able to utilise the whole 
$5,000, but it will come close to the (4,500, So you might use 
that remaining 0600.00 in other work. I will cable you so. My 


ordimry expenses will be, including salary , up te June Sth 


about #4000, but I am going to spend the remaining “500 on lerge 


lots of bamboos, Within » week or so I will be on the way to 
Shanghai anc. supervise the transplanting myself of these bamboos, 
I wish we could keep the appropriations over from one 
year to another for it may occur that at a certein time we will 
need more money than we have avaiichie, especially when it wnmes 


to transporting things from the far interior. 
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G2. 
_ How about the numbers which haven't been received ag 
yet by you. 

The Noa. 99a, 1188, 119", 127a, 139a, 159a, 1498, 221a, 
2240, 2280, 2422 have all »een sent to Chiee by me and must be 
recorded there. 

‘The No.a 675a + 727a have since been received by you 
and are ae such traced, 

No. 25 ie migeing, I wrote you in my lest letter about it, 

The Nog. lll, 117, 128, and 120 mast have become lowt 
in the mails. ‘There is mo other explametion for it. TI had sent 
them all to the Department in Washington, & ©, 

Hou. 149 and 150 were sent to Chics and Mr. borsett noti- 
Tied me even of their receipts , 

Noss 151“500 inel. are mot in existence, they bein: the 
bad aluminum labels. 

os. 587, 595, 596, S97, 598, 632, 633, 635, 636, 637, 
638 and 639 were all sent to Chico and must be recorded there. 

Hos. 6464651 incl. will have been reesived since, This 
last mimbor went to Chico. 

I enclose herewith five notes belonging to things I sent 
to Chico. From now om I will mark on the lower left hand corner 
of the notes to where I sent the things. You didn’t approve of it 
& year and bRLf ago, but you will find mow that it will facilitate 
your indexing os much ss it does mine. ‘e now now at once where 
the material went. 

I am sorry to hear that the Nos. 572, 673 and 574 arrived 


ina dead state. Heavens Knows where they kept these pm reela-- 
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383. 
perhaps right behind a stove somewhere, Well, 1% surprises me 
anyway thet things do arrive ag well and with as little loge as 
up till the present. 

I aleo send you herewith by Japanese parcel post a small 
parcel containing some entomological specimens. I put some labels 
on the four $uall bettles and also some slips in the two packeges 
with acales, I didn’t give them any mumbers because it is not 
quite im my line. If, however, it is thought advisable, ¥ can do so. 

| I had a talk with the Minister sbout assisting the Chinese 
here some in regard to theily exhibition in the fall. Well, Srince 
teal chen has been transferred to another office, so the Letter of 
introduction doesn't apply exactly any more to him, but the Minister 
wrote hima léttéersuggesting that thie same letter my serve ior 
his suecessors 

I see in your letter that the seeds and dried specimens 
will arrive by the ist of October, the mursery stock even later. 
Well, I am afraid it won't be much of agricultural exhibition shen 
it ie going to be held that late in the year. But Let us wait and 
BOCs | 

Tomorrow, I hope to obtain a good let of the hardy banboo 
up here and will take them with me down South. ‘iat is, I hope to 
get thom, 1% ig not at all sure yet. 

I remain aa ever, 

Yours respectfully, 
Frank Ny Meyat.s 


PaSe I spoke about these e¢sles I sen& now in my last Letter, 
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Shanghai, China, 
June 18, 1907. 

Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

As you see, | am now again down here. ‘Tomorrow I hope 
to proceed te Hanchan to try to arrange about the planting in boxes 
of the large bamboos. It is terribly hot and moist here - too sultry 
altogether, I will write you from Henchan or Ning=~po again about the 
success of this undertaking. 

With best grestings to you all, I remain 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK MW, MEYER, 


Shanghai, China, 
June 19, 1907. 

fo the Gentleman in Charge of the 

U. &. Plant Introduction Garden, 

Chico, Calif., U.S.A, 

Dear Sirs 

Herewith I am forwarding to your station 8 small bags with 
peach stones; they are all numbered 728a, “SEnclosed is the card, des- 
cribing them somewhat more in detail. 
| I am sending these seeds to your garden at a special request 
of Mr. Fairchild, who wrote me to get a large quantity of them, as 
the murserymen in Cakifornia seem to consider it an exellent stock 
for peaches, 

These seeds are last year's and as such we don't exnect them 


ell to germinate, A Chinese gardener however told me to soak these 
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stones for 48 hours in water before sowing them and then they would 
make a fair growth yet this year. | 

With your long sumer in California, I have no doubt you'll 
be able to do so, 

IT have made arrangenents with different Chinese up North, 
to get me a good quantity of these seeds this coming autumn and will 
ship them as soon as possible, 

Enclosed also the card relating to No. 651 which I hove 
you received since long and a photo showing the plant itself, indicat- 
ing its handsome apweronce as well as can be expected on a picture, 

Hoping to hear hear from you when you receive these 8 bars, 
I remain, 

Yours respectfully, 
PRANK W. MEYER, 
Shanghai, China, 
June 19, 1907, 
Dear Mr. Pairchild: 


As I wrote you yesterday, I arrived here in 3 





as to arrange about the planting in bores and the shipping to the 

United States of the timber bamboos around Hanchan, Ning-po and Fuchow. 
I had expected to leave this afternoon for Dongsi tmt I 

could not get all my work finished so tomorrow I hope to leave, I 

hope you won't feel angry at me for just going on my own account 

to the South but as you know, 4 expect to return next spring or early 

Summer and I want to take a whole lot of valuable material with me and 

- most of these Southern plants mst first be established for « year 


or so, otherwise they don't bear the transport at all and I 
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find out that I can't do much by correspondence with missionaries 
in these matters, Ani ‘ndeed, it is even hard on me to get boxes 
and different things. 
And ae auch, [ am mow persomally here to arrange the 
things. I took with me to Peking 12 strong boxes with 100 shoots 
of the hardy bamboos in them. “hoy didn't stand the journey and 


the shifting arowm as well ae T had expected, but I trust that 





the roots will be firmly established during the hot, moist sumer | 
here in Shanghet. Yr. >, VaeCregor of the Parks will take care of 
them, I have arranged to get 206 more as soon as J am back again 
in Peking. 

I also bought 10 rare blue spruces near Peking, But they 
are very dear, from 10 - 20 dollars Mexican per piece, but that is 
on account of their slow growth; a specimen 4 feet high is 20 years 
old, Tam also negotiating about the purchase of the famous white 
barked pine tree, thet is, about aome young trees, But they are 
scandalously dears “hey want 16 dollare Mexican for a tree, only 
4 feet high, though 12 years old, and my offtr of 12 dollsre per 

 plece wasn't even considered. Gut the nore YT see of this pine, 
the greater my admiration for it grows. [Tt is the tree for national 
cemeteries and for sacred grounds. The Chinese say there is no limit: 
to its age end indeed there are trees sround Peking 800 to 1000 years 
old and are apparently ae full of vigor ae young ones. 

Iam sending you three mags of seeds Mos, 7298, 73a and 
YSla, and also & #11 bag containing some apricot sticks with 
gesles on cher to be given to the ontomologists, 


fo Chico I also sent 6 small begs containing abot 30 lbs, 
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of original peach tree stones which I bought in Mentsin the other 
day. They are last year’s seeds and may not all germinate, but 
even then it is quite a job to got so mny seeds. I have made 
arrangements with severel men in Yeking and in Tientsin te eollect 
more of these seeds for me, for as you wrote me, you wanted 6 or 7 
wushela, Well, I dom't think we will be able to get that quantity, 
wut 1 or 2 bushels will probably come together after a couple of 
month a. 

It is very moist and hot here and a good deal of rain, 
I don't like this elimate after coming from the hot, but dry and 
breezy north, Well, when I am through with my work here after a 
toonth or so I hope to return through the shantung Province to 
Peking and Mentsain, getting the different varieties of Jujubes 
em flat peaches on my ways 

With Kindest regards to you nll, I remain, 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK WN. MOYER, 


Shanghai, China, 
July 12, 1907, 
Dear Mt. Yairchild: 
Herewith I am sending you three atall parcels through 
the American post office. One poresl is mumbered 562, the other 
7372, and the third contains entomological specimens-—seales 


upon a plum tree, seales upon an oak and a gall upon a pine tree, 
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all collected near Dongei, China. No. 652 is an offshoot of an 
old evergreen chestmat tree. I am dowbtful whether it will reach 
its destimation alive. Ho. 737=a is lichee seed, which alas 
travels exceedingly difficult. 

Iam just now back from my trip down around Dongsi, 
Hanchen, Yau Yu and Nlngpo. i was fairly successful in obtaining 
different kinds of banboos and loquats, but still it is a very 
difficult work. 

The mail leaves within an hour from now and I have to 
write also to Chico, to which station I also sent three pareel gs 

The sultry heat le great here and out in the interior 
it was still worse and besides that, thunderstorms and downpours 
are the order of the days One dnesn't feel very active in thie 
climate. 

Within a few days If will send you a longer letter and 
also the accounts for the past quarter. nclosed are the notes 
belonging to the shipments to you and to Chico. 
, With best regards to you all, I remain 

Yours respectfully, 


PRAHEK HH. MEYER 
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Shanghai, China, 
duly 12, 1907. 


To the Gentlenam in Charge of the 

U. S, Plant Introduction Garden, 

Chico, California, U. S. AV 

Dear Sirt 

Herewith I am sending you 3 small bags, containing the No. 
732a, 733a, T34a, 73Ga, and 73Ga, Also the notes relating to thes, 

The lyricss are considered very hard trees to trensolant, 
so I hope you'll] not sow them out in the open, but Keep them im small 
pots so as to confine the roots. 

I would like to hear from you later on how the seeds carried 
themselves. 

No. 786a may need some protection in winter time as it 
grows in well sheltered valleys. 

Did former shipments reach you in good state? 

Expecting to hear from you before long, I an, S4r, 


Yours very troly 8 


FRANK N, MEYER, 
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Shanghai, China, 
Joly 19, 1907, 

Dear Mr, Faitrehilds 

| Herewith I am sending you my accounts for the past 
quarter (April-June, 1907). TI alse send an explanatory uote along 
with it, coneerning transfer of begrage and not-obtaining of 
receipts in case of special transvortation. . hope you will 
think these explanations eetisfactory enouch to send to the 
gentleman in charge of these things, 

On my June account you will find that I enclosed my 
salary voucher in triplicate because I am not quite sure what 
way it has to be fixed up,» If you think either one of these 
three is good, wuld you be so kind, plesse, and destroy the 
other two? 

Iam also sending you a voucher which, as a former 
letter said, was gotten up especially for temporary special dis- 
bursing agente. Well, I see thet I have to swear thet my expenses 
were made under urgent and unforeseen public necessity and { can’t 
a> that. My work le absolutely not unforeseen. So I really can't 
use this voucher. 

These last deye T have been quite unwell. I suppose I 
caught a cold in the bowels and I managed to fix my accounts with 
some difficulty. ‘thie damp, hot ¢limte doesn't agree with me, 
Tam too much of a Porthern product. 

Within a few days, thouch, I hope to be quite in good 
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BAY. 
shape again and move to « more bracing climate, 
With best wighes to you all, I remain 
Yours reapectfully, 
FRANK WN. MAYER. 
PeSe T also enclose four current account sheets in case they 


may be needed. 


Shanghai, China, 
July 19, 190%. 
fT the Anditor of the Treasury Departments 
Sirs 

Often in the accounte for the past quarter you will find 
that charges on transfer of begeege elcid to more then the uswal 
50 ets, Gold allowance, 

This may be explained to you this way. In China one 
travele around with nearly ai] his earthly belomrings—provisions, 
official stationery, clothes, bedding, cooking utensils of any 
desoription, a stove, packing material, silver ani copper curren+ 
eles to the weight of sometimes a we hundred pounds, eve articles 
like wash basins, nay cheuberpots, have ts be carried with one, as 
Chinese inns lack all such things, besides that, seeds and ¢ol- 
lected plants help to #well one’s bageage. As such the official 
allowance of 5O ote. Gold is often inadequate and you #ill notice 
geveral times that I had to pay more then that. 

Another item which may need explanation. As it is a 


rule that for meane of spatial conveyance one has te obtain a 





















a6 a psloew onan» at wen ae 
ae ee: En 0G oF sedate toot Ate 9 Hate 
Niiitosgaet exweY wr —_ wl tated “ 7 

$eaq ons ROTO. Od ‘RAE o> yeh tigi. eter EBS hein: sient Lente bs 
Sth: ened: Niinhnadn seenote: euerraa mit onelans eeia t)) “oe 


ars 


ag 


ik ee ee 
tite pet oud oy ¢ af-pettewaet feloace te oun ni eiieuse er: 
gt < i 7 
: ‘ ‘a 
& Ny & 


je “EN SB oye nee Sie Ce meocald week Poe 
gat aD yhadgnacke eek tte: Ger do o. ooetg wt fi aro tee 
Dn ee ee ee 


+ 


oa saat enti et a a é 

i ee ve od ot sina siete 

bad fits Ho Getany. tne. amt ot etuione edt mimes, ek wordt " 4 
seed GA Ratt eves of tnooma enagyad te retenet? #0 cena a : 
ee ee ee (| seorumel Le b £06 eto 8 4 cae a 

668 gt at. yew elad wey ed ben tales oe ORE La 8: can Tay ae 
enadsive nm —-egnigioied Unteee Wi Ln ~eltmon Mey mena g Jovant 
Wis to eLlanety. gr sleno- saethbed csontoreneineniotn to its 
“Hess waTOD Aen aeMie, ghetimden aationg ,orote wm, sssctatnet 
eelotire me ve secure, bechaat wat somttonos to satanae a bom 


seas? 














saad ihe te is oe ¢ fet 

sold om Lite toy Sat stnaperant motte sshncthatad ¢ 
tay ote saat one 

sel o ssottenaiane | 

8 atetde #. eat ene 





330, 
receipt, I my eay thet in the larger cities along the coagts in 
China the munepgulled riekeha taxes the place of the American atreet- 
ear and thet in the wmter-rich recions of central ching the boat 
and Sempen take the game place, Aa such, it is not practicable to 
obtain receipts in case one hag been conveyed by such means of lo~ 
commotion, 
Iam, Sir, 
Yours respectfully, 
PRANK MN. UWIYER 


Agricultural "xporer,. 


Shanghei, china, 
daly 20, 1907, 
Dear Mr. Pairchild: 

Herewi th I am sending you & package enue talen 56 photos, 
representing the different views I took dwing these last three 
month geo 

As I wrote you ina former letter, I wis going to show 
you how barren it looked in the tw taic¢han regions and you orely 
will agree with me after you have looked over the pictures. I wish 
Pref, Sargent could drop in just when you hed them handy. © 

I just got two letters from you. You say you were going 
to order the referred Wu tai shan publicetions from the Library so 
I presume you saw some things of interest about these regions and 


perhaps Mr. Bailey Willis told you too about his experiences, 
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Photo 2868 ig nice, isn't it? I am going to ceh cuttings 
of this popler this fall. It seems to be a novelty. ‘The new 
herbageous plant (287 and 266) ie alse quite beautiful. I womler 
if the roote arrived alive in “hice. I didn't set any anewer as 
yet. These two photos and those of the Cattleya, Baroniag and the 
pomelo may show mn, in how far [ have been successful in taxing 
life-size pictures, I wish we could talk these mttera over inetead 
of always writing about all these things. 

Yesterday I sent you my accounts for the past quarter, 
together with a letter relating to these matters, I forgot to 
“mention yet thet ineluding these G500 which I cabled you to utllize 
in Washington, I seem to have spent about 24600, so thie time there 
will not have to be returned euch a big amount to the Treasury as 
wae the case last year and this coming fiscal year, when IT am going 
to ship several hundred bemboos I my even run short. Well, we 
will wait and see. 

| I will first answer your letters mow and then I will 
give a short account of what I have been doing of late. 

Letter of April 27, 1907, im which you suggest I should 
try to get 5 or 6 bushels of seeds of the “original pesche” I 
enswered this severe] weeke ago and sent 6 small 4=-Lbs. bags of 
seeds to Chico and have mode arrangements to get more, though I 
am afraid I will not be able to get as mch as you suggest. 

Letter of April 28, 1907, adout Uriocauion quadranguls re. 
tM, I haven't come in contact with this plant ae yet. I have seen 


some nice matting, though, used for jecking tea and spices, coming 
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B02. 
from the south, and which I think to be something like the above. 
When Iam going far South this winter, then I will probably find 
out more about it. 

Letter of May 25, 1907. Thank you for arranging the 
repayment of the @14.99. Eo, I won't forget about these things 
when I coma back. JY didm't hear any more about the alfalfa seeds 
Mr. Rockhill was cofm: to get. ft suppose, though, they are on the 
road to the Department. | 

About an article of my work in newspapers. Well, f 
personally do mot like publicity very tuch althouwch one can't 
always escape it. They have publish od already things of me, omen 
my picture put im Leslie's, without asking my permission or even 
notifying me. Rather impolite. If you think you mst tell these 
reporters somthins, please let 1t be the truth and not as one 
Washington paper said, thet I hed been all through Alaska to find 
new and hardy crops, gsicli Such lies rather hurt our work. 

About “dgeworthia papyferas Mo, I didn't know the 
envelope was made of it. They don’t grow the plant in China appar- 
ently for paper~making purposes, although one meets ‘iad bushes once 
in a while as ortementel plants in gardens, As such, I will have 
diffieoulty in finding out things, but I will hunt up sone people 
who have lived in Japsn. 

I didn’t get as yet any noto books or letter files of which 
you write, but I trust these things sre on the road to me. 


Your idea of having a central stetion office in China 


somewhere is parfestly good. Shanghai ie the place for it, But, 
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who ie going to have charge of it7 Tt needs « mn who is active 
and underatands cur work thoroughly. I wouldn't advise Peking, 
Because it is too far North and mre or less out of touch with 
shipping facilities. Besides, Shanghai has an American post office 
#9 that makes things very much easier, The cost, thouch, of koep- 
ing up an office with storeroom for seeds and plente will be quite 
a large item We will not be able perhaps to do it for miny yearee 

About Wr. Sawyer’s suggestions of looking up the rush 
cultivation near Zingpo. Well, T saw these rush fields; they are 
Sawe ag around Soochow of which I wrate a report in April, 1906. 
they grow these rushes in standing water, about 3 - 4 imches, in 
row: about 1 foot apart ami the plants imdividually 3/4 of a foot 
apart and they keep their fields beautifully clean of weeds, Al~- 
together, it is very much the same cultivetion as wet land rice. 

Letter of May 28, 1907, about looking for & peach with 
graen wood, Yes, I will keep wy eyes open for it. 

Tt also may mention thet the postmaster here got at last 
a commnieation that we will be allowed te ship parcels and letters 
straight from here to Chice, without having to pay postage. 40 
this ig a decided gain for our works 

t aleo received s letter from Dr, Baker saying that a 
shipment of stetionery is on the war to me. T didn’t notice as 
yet whether it errived. 

Thon, the Ameriann Minister notified me that the Chinese 
Government ia not going to hold an Agricultural Exhibition this 


fell. 30 this scheme falls in the water, so to say. Well, Peling 
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B94, 
ian't quite ripe yet for such # novelty. 
The swli for the United States closes within half an hear 
and so f will finish by wishing you «11 good hoalth and happiness, 
Yours respectfully, 


FRAME WH, MEYER. 


‘ 
thinanin, Shantung, Chine, 
August 28, 190%. 
Dear Mr. Fairehild: 
It is again about four weeks ago since I wrote you last. 
That was in Teingteu and now J am im Ghinaufu, the capital of this 
province. I covered most of the way by rail, waking side trips 


into the fruit growing districts. This is a rich province and 


there are gome very fine fruits here. Uspecially, peaches are 


GOOds 

Well, I wlll give you an itinerary of thie last journey. 

Augast lst was the day I left Tsingtan and went to the 
laushan Mounteing, west from Tsingtan, I stayed there in an old 
temple and made exoursions in different directions, “he flora is 
not very rich there. ‘The Chinese have removed nearly all of the 
ofiginal vegetation and the Germans are now reforesting these 
mountal ne agains they we mostly the yellow Locust (Robinia peeud, 
atacia} and the Pinne austfiaea and Pitme sylvestris, and t must 
gay they have done and are doing yet # very creat amount of work 


in this line. 
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395. 

They have extensive mirseries in Taingtan where they 
reaige all the stuff for reforestins and for supplying at conte 
prices the private gardens in and around Teingtan. I was told that 
the cost of this Department comes to about 3 million marks per 
yeart! And the Garnet taxpayer at home supplies this money. 

I was surprised to see a plantation of Amerigan tulip 
trees which do well, indeed. They also have big patches of Me 
tacia chinensis which grows wild here in many partes of ‘hantung. 
The best of all trees, however, seems te be that American yellow 
ipexet, Shoots of 10 ft. growth in one season are quite common 
and the wood of even young trees finds a ready market for mining 
purposes, ag it is very tough. 

In foreign fruits they haven't been a lucky. ‘The peaches, 
pears, applésj, plums, cherrica, etc. from vestern “urope do not 
stand this dry sunny climte and they were attacked by all poasible 
diseases, ‘Most of them are dying out, indeed. ‘they will have to 
look toward America to get sufficiently drought end sumresi stent 
fruits. 

The climate is quite mild and figs, pomegrendtes, camel- 
lias and Agaleas stani the winter unprotected. In the meantime, 
around the temples, one finds here and there large clumps of bam- 
boos, a rathor smell kind, though, and made very little use of. 
They are nearly always exclusively grown for ornament, thouch some 
of it is used for the manufacture of musical instrumenta, brooms, 
broomsticks and small basketry. | 

It was a eurprise to me to see the Pterocarya stenoptera 


grow wild el] slong; the mountain streams, I expected it to come 
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396, 
from ferther south, ‘the wall fruited wild persimmon {Diospyros 
Castatus) grows too everywhere and is used, as near Peking, to 
graft the large fruited persimmons upon. 

I stayed 6 days in that temple, but 3 days of it we had 
heavy rains so we couldn't go out at all; but then, after it began 
to clear we set out for another temple on the South seashore where 
@ Wealth of trees was reported to be. 

on our way we travelled throuzh an exceedingly rouwch 
country, nothing but mounteaine and walleye and rocks and boulders, 
not very fertile of corse, but at times impressively picturesque. 
Sometimes we were high up in the mountains and the sea loeked like 
a mirror in the far distance, then again we were right above the 
galt water on the steep eliffs overhanging it. he mountaing are 
totally denuded of any arberes] growth; the shortsightedness and 
greediness of the Chinese not permitbing even a shrab to exist, 


They have carved out here and there patches of rocky and sanly 


land where they cultivate sweet potates to o remrkable degree of 





perfection. They do not allow the creeping vines to root wherever 
they lay on the ground but on the contrary, they turn the vines 
over every so many days and the result is that the strength all 
goes into the wa ins cluster of tubers which grow to a good eins and 
are very sweet and mealy. They eleo slice and dry these tubers 
and pre able as such te keep them in good taste and flaver for a 
few years, I had never seen sliced sweet potates before and I 
would suggest to try this method in the ewiny, arid, regions of 


the United States, On our way we saw here and there pine tree 
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S97. 
plantations absolutely ruined by e very large hairy caterpillar 


who had stripped in most cases every blessed needle of the poor 


young trees. The loss will be great. The Chinese, however, 


knowing thet the caterpillar is itself not edible, wait wntil it 
has formed iteelf into the chrysalis state and then they co out 
in big munbors and collect all the coeoong; roast them, get the 
ohryeolia out of ite hull and then eat them. ‘they preserve a 
goodly amount for winter use by sonking them in brine. The taste 
ig not unlike shrimps and if one really couldn't find anything 
@lee they are by mo means to be rejected. the fried locusts so 
mech eaten in Tientsin and exposed for sale in large quantitices 
in the fall time have about the same flavor. To us, it seems odd 
to eat all such creatures, but St. John the Baptist of old ate 
also Locusts and wild honey; 80 it is proboably an eastern food of 
great antiquity. 

fa fow places mear the seashore where the land vas 
very sandy or shallow, I discovered a variety of Sorghum only 5~4 
feet high snd yet forming a dense head of grains. I obtained 
only 10 heads of it, the season is not advanced enough to have 
it quite ripemed. ‘this winter, however, I my be able to obtain 
somewhat more, thouch it ig a very rare and very local veriety. 

the mountains there growa a tall-crowing catalpa 
wild and also the ulownia imperialis and in the plaine the 
Chinese cultivate them and value them much ss timber trees. This 
gatalpa hae a yellow flower and is amarently not known, at lest, 
I don't find any reference to it in Srett Sehnmaider. ‘This winter 


I will try to obtein young trees or grafts from it. 
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Well, after a whole day's tiregome journey we arrived 
at dusk at the seashore temple and it was a revelation indeed to 
see the wealth of shrubs and trees around, 

The next five daye T have been busy exploring and eol- 
lecting around this temple and a good many shrubs there are 
unknown to me. 

Fine big specimens of Pistacia chinensis there are, then 
Xanthoxylon ailanthoides is met frequently, 1 swcimon is even a 
good-sized tree. Then the wild Dioepyros lotus grows here, the 
one from which «11 the northern Chinese persimmons have originated. 
That is the first time I find it. There are also about 4 different 
species of oak growing about and a Ligusetrum, a Viburnum, Albisela 
Ghinensis, Sterculis platenifolia and several Ternshaemiaceous 
shrubs. 

Cultivated in the temple yards there are gignntic speci- 
meng of Gingko biloba {one measures 16 feet cirewsferance 6 feet 
above grownd) « Also crape-myrtles over a century old and Soxwoods 
and Camellia casangua of the same ages. A kini of fragrant quince 
they have growing inte a tell tree with e smoth stem and bearing 
rather small fruits. They call it “Hsau cua.” Tt is new to me 
the fruit is used for perfuming rooms, lice the big oninee ig algo 
used here and it Gan also be turned into jams and preserves. 

Around this temple the berboo has become s weed and has 
run out of cultivation im all directions. Jt loves to spread 
upon the mountain slopes near amll watercourses. 


In a fow higher volleys one finds a few specimens of 
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dJuglans mandshuriea, Acer tataricum and Acanthopanas ricinifolia, 
showing whet a long range of territory these trees have, for I met 
them in Mastern Siberia too. | 

There are also broadleaved Fhamms trees growing and 
the marvel is that while the Olea fragrans in TMentsin end Peking 
ts enslusively grefted upon e smell leaved privet, here it is 
mostly grafted upon this Rhamimes which beloncs to a totally dif-~ 
ferent family, And the plante thrive here, too, thouch i¢ looke 
sometimes ag if the privet stock wag somewhat more congenial to 
it. Near that Temple, whose name is “Teal ching king" there grows 
andepiphtie orchid on the rocks, with very smll flowers, though. 

I think that mmst be about the utmost northern limit ger epiphytic 
orchids. ; 

From the Temple I went to Klaw chou. ‘there were reported 
to be there some nice gardens, wut they ere not worth looking at, 
except for a fow Bphedras which are grow here as ormmental bushes. 
In Kieu chou I bought some very sweet flat paachee of a white 
color. ‘The exact locality where they come from, thowch, couldn't 
be obtained from the salesman. 

 ‘Phave had considerable trouble in this line during this 
journey. They heve given me meny times quite the wrong information 
and journeye in vain have been the result. 

From Kiau chou I went to “el heien. Here there are 
American misgionaries and I saw their little musgeem with a small 
collection of Chinese woods and seeds and with a very lerge cole 


lection of Chinese birds, I noticed in the missionary cardens 
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and on adjoining Chinese one some rare trees and fruits like the 
Xanthoceras sorbifolia, a atrance climbing rose, which hag, accord 
ing to Mra, P. D, Bergen, a fine mignonette like emell. ‘Then the 
real Chinese quince Pyrus oathayensis, also a tree cuémee again 
different from thet "“Hsan kum" of the Ini ching kong temple, "Mm 
1i," they call it, meaning the wood pear. Mrs. Borgen said it is 
fine for jam maxing. 

From Weil neten my next stop wae Ching chon fu. Here Tf 
discovered a flat Jujube, a very swret and losking like a large 
light brown chestmt, M% is a rare variety and grow half a day's 
journey to the south of the city. ‘This flat Jujube mkes the sane 
strance impression upon one as the flat pesch and the flat perm 
simmon, Strange, that all these three flat fruits ere originated 
here in China. In the fruit valleys near Ching chou fu, I diam vered 
also the first tree I ever sat of the real plumcot! ‘the whole 
tree gives one at once the impression of being a cross between the 
apricot and the plum. The general outlines are more those of the 
ajyricot, but the way the buds look and the leaves are arranged is 
more like that of the plum. ‘the trees are sald to be rate and 
seattered sie and there in this prevince, Hadn't the Chinese given 
me the wrong nemes of places, I probably might have found some more. 
I enplose a leaf, showing you the strange intermediateness between 
the plum and the '¢ot. i 

Yow will Mr. Burbank feel about this? Hie advertising, 
considering the manufacture of 2 new fruit, hes been very much 


seattered over the globe and behold mow, here in old Chinas this 
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thing has been known for generations. ‘the tree I saw and took 
a photo of, too, is about 35-40 years old, and it came again from 
another district. | 

About the Jujubes, I may say that the best varieties 
and the best orchards are said to be in the northern part of this 
province, to where I am going within a few weeks. ‘they de graft 
all their superior varieties here upon the wild steek while in 
the neighborhood of Mentsin and Peking they dig the suckers up 
aml rear them into trees. 

Prom Ching chou fu I came to Chinen f and I have been 
here now for 3 days gathering information from the American, Mme@lish, 
and Italian missionaries and also from the Chinese and from some 
books, It takes a long time here, Mre Fairehild, before one gets 
reliable informations And it all comes & little at a time. 

As I eaid before, this province isa rich one, especially 
for fruits for eale. they have white, yellow, light red and derk 
red watermelons here. The yellow variety tastes the best, but 
dpesn't look so appetizing. he apples ere fine to look at but 
they find no favor in the foreign taste. ‘hey are too pulpy, too 


mch like cotton. The pars, too, are nice to the eye but are too 


herd for our taste, Oooked, however, they are fine and even the 


Chinese know that and have them exposed steaming hot or also eold 
on street corners, The grapes are good but one doesn’t know whether 
they are indigenous to Chima or whether they sre foreign grapes of 
vhich Dr, Nevius, the Itelian and German missionaries and the 
Austrian gongul at Chefoo have imtroduced momy varieties, ‘the 


peaches are the best of all ani just now there are about five 
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varieties on the market, the best varicty called the "Fei tau” 
weighs sometimes a pound eplece and fetches sometimes 20 cents 
Hexiean per piece. ‘The very best, however, never come to the 
public market. They are reserved for the Chinese "mperor and sre 
sent off to Peking. ‘They grow in the Fel tcheng district and 
tomorrow I hope to depart for there and try to get hold of some 
of the best varieties and make arrangemmts to obtain scions this 
winter. | 

Yesterday I went with Mr. “. 3. Hamilton, an American 
missionary here, to the Agricultural Experimental Station here, but-~ 
it was @ sorry @ight. Althouch, there were a whole lot of Chinese 
loafing about, the whole place wis overgrown with weeds while the 
pigs were half atarved and the potatoes too deeply hoed under. 
Pfraly en example how not to rum an experimental stations ‘then, they 
have ag instructors Japanese who know exceedingly little of the 
Climate and the needs of this country ond do not epeak any languege 
but their wal. Thia governor is said to be quite progressive, 
though, and deeply interested in the bettermont of hie province. 
Well, they ought to get some instructors out here from the western 
parts of the United States where climte and solls are so much Like 
here, VYory often when travelling through this northern Chine I 
regret it that this coumtry isn't in the hands of « more progressive 
race, What a lot of good things it epuld give to the world if only 
peopjed by & Gleaner, more intelligent race. 

It is an old story alresdy how dirty it is in this | 


country, but of late I had so much of it that I can't be silent. 
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Ta nearly every im and also in the temples there is 


so much vermin that it is absolutely impossible to cet a good 


sound sleep, And when ome has besides the heat, also two kinds 
of oreeping vermin and the beastly mescuitees in addition, one 
feels often mre tired at dawn than wien retiring. Then as it igs 
the rainy season yet, the earthen floors of the rooms are perfectly 
moiet and the fluids from the omnipresent cesspoole percolate 
slowly through the esrth with the result that the air la most 
times too foul to be withstood for any length of time. And dif- 
ferent kinds of flies in day time, alighting on anything mukxes 
things the more disagreeable. tt is mo wonder then that there 
ie a good deal of health complaints among foreigners capegially. 
I, too, have had my sahre, but of Inte, since the nights are bo« ~ 
coming so much cooler, I am improving very much. ‘till, a surmer 
travelling around in centrel and north China doesn't improve one's 
vitality much. 

fhen the everlasting lonesomeness is very disagreesble. 
Were my men, my interpreter and the guide, fellow of quick wit 
it wouldn't be wo bad, but I am sorry to say they are not of the 
brightest. All Chinese who are smart and quick enter commercial 
life for-«this mation of Chinese is the most materialistic in the 
world, ami as euch, for my work, travelling and collecting, always 
away from their homes and without opportunities of making unex 


pected gains. I obtain only rather dull or ignoraht poople. Yell, 


we have to submit to such things. I sm glad though to return next 


year, too long in China cille one's brain; I see plenty of 


evidence in those missionaries who have been here too long and 
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haven't had intercourse enough with fellow white men! 

Wow I will outline to you my next dikes From here I 
will go to Fel tcheng to find out about peaches and pears, then 
to Yen tehon fu for tobseeo and very large Chinese capwage; then 
to the Sepulcher of Confucius for rare and unique trees and 
shruba; from there to Tayan fu for fine jujubes and a native flat 
cabbage waid to be very good; then back to here again and from 
this city to Lo lin in the northern part of Shantung for seedlees 
Jujube, if that is the truth, for some Chinese say they crow there 
without kernel, while othera say thet they take the kernel out go 
cleverly thet one ean hardly detest it. “ell, we will sees From 
LO lin Y intend to go through South Chili to Peking, touching 
places from which I got rumors comerning some good things, but 
which ruugire are too vague yet to rely upon. 

Ags such when all things to steady I hope to be in Secing 
about 2 deys from now and will find some mail, then after having 
been without it for nearly 3 months, for the last mall Tf got was 
in the latter part of June. 

I have lote of work ahead of me, revisiting the Yu tai 
shan again end the grape districts near Kalgan and South o/ Tai 
yuan fu shansi, for as you wrote, most of the grape cubtings had 
perished and I just consider these long grapes from Nsven wha fu, MN. 
Kalgan, a8 one of the most. valuable things from 4. Chim, 

With best of regards to you all, I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 


PRANK NN. MUYER. 
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Enclowures; 1 leaf of the Plumcot from near Ching chou fu, 
Shantung, China, 

1 epray of the epiphytieal orchid from near Ching 
shan, Shantung, China. 
PeS. Tue day before ye:terday I viskted the meeum here, 
Kept by the different miesionaries and I noticed the md leek 
there is of anything to gow how high the American agricul tore 
stands, Mr. Js a, Yhitewright, who has charge of it, would be 
S00 glad to reteive anything showing our progress in that line, 
for instance, a few gare of highly improved corn, a few bolis 
of imppoved cotton, some improved that, some samples of wood, 
some American pruning scissors, rakes, hoes, etcs ALL for ex- 
hibition purposes and indirectly serving to find «a market for 
American producte, I know this ig hardly a request in our line, 
but ag the Chinese sre beginning to awake and are begimning to 
taxe to modern things 14 may be of advantage to American mame 
faotarers to secure a slice of the costing demand, If the firm 
of Planet could exhibit} some of its iahsivension toole, I am 
sure « demand would spring up, ‘The Chinese have to buy from 
catalogues, They est be able to see and buy the article itself. | 
Several Chinese have asked me already where they could buy strong 
cheap pruning shears; glasees in which to grow bulbs im water would 
also find o ready sale in “hanghal and flower-wulbs from the Pacific 
Coast, too, Muld be sold at advantage 
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406, 
Shanghai, China. 
Dear Mr. Pairohild: 

Herewith I am sending you two small mgs marked 736a 
and 739a,. ‘They contain Gymnecledus chinensis and poppy seeds. 
Enclosed are the notes relating to them. I also enclose two 
mulberry loaves affected by a rust. IT have mde overtures with 
a gentleman to translate 2 Chinese book on bamboos for us inte 
Miglish, but--the price is very high, about [260,00 Mexican and 
so I have postponed any action aa yet until I hear what you say 
about ite 

I paid to Or, Sarchet 380,00 Mexican for the transla- 
¢ion of a treatise on Mujubes, ‘The work isn't quite finished 
yet, but within some weeks I think we will be able to get it. 

I salvo bought, through Dr» Basehet, the Chinese Gucy~ 
clopedia of Agricul ture and a Chinese book on the natural hi story 
of the Chinese “spire, both books advised to me by Dr. Garchet 
a@ Gonteaining important items for cur work, As the price of these 
two booke is only $20.50 Mexican it isn't thr@wn moncy away, 
although we have to translate ali of the important ce epters and 
that ig a very expensive atiaite 

Well, I haven't any mre news. ” T remain 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK Ny YER 
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406 a 
Shanghai, China, duly 22, 1907 
Dear My, Polrehild: 
two days ago I wrote you that I would give you » short do- 
scription of woat I heave been 4oing of lete. “ell, here 1% is. 
aa I wrote vou from Peking, I brought thewe in early June some 
160 roote of the hardy bambee and had them all slemted im 12 streng boxes; 


besides that onether 200 I left in the grownd os yet, it wot being the very 





best of season to trongplant them then, I alse <ot 10 suruces, 2 very 


rare kiad apparently, and these 4ls6 we will treneplant loter on, These 





spruces are very dear, 100 doll, “ex, for the 10 plecea, but they are 
certainly worth it, On my fetos fo, 20] ond 292 you muy see Kew they look, 
They probobly may erew where no other spruces ciow as yeb, eupocialiy 

in the arld or semi-arid regions of the U- %, 

| On Jume 13th I left Pientein by 5. %,, teking the bemboos with 
me aboard end I had them transferred to the nursery garden where ¥y, 


jagireger reises his bedding plonts, ete, Mr. MacGregor will teke care 








of them ae lonz 26 we leave thew here, a thing I sopreciate very muck 
for it insures them « goad care, 
On dune 20th I lett by steam lounch 





for Dong#i. There I hed 

many conferences with Mr. Kennedy obout the bemboos and loquate. Things 

turned ont - i hed expected, mn, Le, Me. Kennedy hadn't had time te de 
ing and ell they had gone ms txo voxes planted with bombecs instead 





of at least a 26 as I had erdtten him amd besides that they had chucked 





4 different kinda of bambo 
different bemboo erovers with himy dug wo two lorge clumpe of the main 
timber bomboos and mde a contract with hin to supply us with 60 bexes of , 
vamboom, mn. La, ben boxes each of the three mein timber bamboos and 2 or 


o8 into ome large box, Well, I went around te 





3 boxes each of the ornamental and edible kinds, These things will 
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cost appreximetely 200 doll. Mex,; but trancpertation and other charges 
will bring it up yet a good deal, And this is only « beginning: the | 
moment you decide about the money you will be able te invest in it 
and when I find out the people who gen be trusted to de this tran 
plenting successfully, then we'll threw 211 our strength into it. 


at with «nether men, 





Lest Gaburdey I aleo wade ea arrengeme 
en expewlonced tne from the country, to supply we with 10 boxes 
of each of the good varieties in the Chekieng province, ‘There seem to 
be about 10 kinds worth getting, I paid the man 25 deliars in advance, 





to meet the first oxoenses and os Dr. Barchet knows this mon well and— 


he peally recommended him to ma, I don't think we'll be awindled out in 





any way, So 1t seems that we aye on the read to work this bamboo 


prebles out, buat I must say it is the hordest of «11 the plant problem. 





Yt moans a much greater smunt ef personel labor as micht be theucht of, 
4g the Chinese are very igmorant concerning tranaplenting, one has te 


supervise personally nearly all of the work: and for go far the timber 








boos are concerned, it means that for the trumplenting and trane- 
portation of only one clump one often hes to employ 4 men and direct 
their lobors, A truly tiresome piece of work in these moist worm val- 
legs of central snd south China, 
Well, from Dencsi I want to Hanchan 
the headpriest of the Lien yung Temple te suoply ue with oll of the seeds 





@-the large leaved evergreen chestnut they are oble to collect. These 
priests say thet the ecuirrels consume every mat almost and that the 
people too anatch them up and eat them, but as I offered 5 cts, p. mut, 
(a good price between you snd me) I think we'll get at least a amall bag 
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Yhers are alee beautiful evergroen oakea near Manchaa and al- 

the these trees will only grew down south, they would be worth getting. 
tn Henchen I boueht a few ornamental potplants, some apvorently 

uncnown t6 we in America,and next yoor I'1] take the whole lot with me. 
From Wenchau I went ever Haleshing, San-shing and Yo Yon to Mingpe 





all of these rlemes I wasn't able te mke arrongements with the people for 


supplying mo with bemboos, The moin 44 ¢ficulty wee my eudde, who ia a 





northern man with «a very limited knowkedce of the dialects down here, This 


language oroblem here 1@ something apnelling, In this emell Chekiang 





province they opesk 6 longuageay one con't trevel for 30 or 40 miles or 
the longunge chenges altegether, Bishop Moule in Hanchau teld me himelf 
that the motives im some cities eet only alone «ith one another by using 
& Pidicuious amell vecebulery, some 50 or 60 words ond be gaye thet the 


differvenges in the lenguagea cre Just «a such as betweeh Portuguese and 





Spemiah ox as between High German ond Dutch, Truly mrvelows; I found 





out that te de suceeseful work here I would need 6 or 6 interpreters. 
Even some Of the miashonaries who have mattered the local dialect are 
ubtiorly af 4 loos sometimes only 30 eilee evar from their station, I 


never knew there was that auch difference down hore, Up north 1t iea’t 





at all go bady there, poonle cum get alone feirly well, elthe some ex 
pressions are quite different from others, 

In Minepo I want to some busboe growera and to the Mts. the 
bashoos were inferior to those avoun’ Dongsi and dancham, #60 T dicn't 
got ony, In the Ute, I wae strock with the similerity ef toe flora with 
that of the south 0. 9, Instead of our Juniperus virginiana here one 
found J, chimensiey our Palmetto polme vere tranaformed here inte Chamae- 
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rops chinensis; the Licuidambear styrucifiua of the U. 9, wae here 

L, Pormosana ond wild white resee and emilax tended to mcke the re- 
markeble resemblonce o11 the creater, I found a tree which I wae teld 
bears splendid large creamy white flowers im early spring before the 
leaves come out, Yell, it is a Peclowmia and 7 think P. fortomed., T'L1 
try & get seeds or clones thie winter, 1f collected severed glonts theme 
for harbariua specimens, bat the problem is te got them (ry. ‘The sir 
here Le simply seturcted with moletwre « cur shoes and leathervare ret 
green in one nigut and envelopes and ctemps get oll glued tegethor fear 
fully. A funny thing is that the iste@ia vinensle grows here and there 
neay Donge@l ond Nonchetiond severe] chrube which I found in B. Yorea 

sre eleo chumdant dow 





hile I was up in Honchas Dr, Veln presented mo with 2 pots 
with square bamboo planta, 7 got thes here in Shonghd 








now and hope 
they'll pall thre, 16 ic net an axsy plent the te tronsplant. 

ie IT wrote you, T hove hod of late miite seme troubles with 
the bowels and ae far from well yet. } wmus$ hove gotten some horwiul 


‘beeteria im me and « very persistent iind opperently, 


Climetically, my journey in the interior wae as bad as could be. 
A melat flerce heat, relieved once in «a rhile br heavy showers or by 
dtizealy roln for whole deys cometines, And then these beowtly moocul toe! 
While traveling in these ancli Chinese bonts, one is feiriy seten ue 
alive ond one Gun't out apequite eleth around one for there ie po slace 
to festen it. you wy imagine that a sound slew curines the aicht is 
siuply avlmpowsibility., Treveling in this ond were southern parts of 
Shina io gerieinly not to be recomended, wilese one is of a pretty hardy 
nature. f waa intending to ¢o somewhat farther south, a. 1., to Yenchan 
snd Fuchow, where they hove also splendid bemboo forests, but my health 
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just now won't permit me, Y first would heve to bo somewhat more acclim- 
ated, | 

Juat now I am negotiating with «a new interpreter to go with me 
thre Shentung, for my guide is teo "dense to be cble to tele nomes of 
Plante end localities down ond I mist heve & more inteliigeit chep along 
with me, Life is net exactly easy down here for so for these motiters are 

A few deys ajo I mot Yr, ¥, 0, Willie of Nageeeld, whe lives 
here now for come time, You my remember that you referred him to me 
fer information on bambeos, Well, I don't know whet bu think of thie man, 
He tors me and wrote Lt teo that he had ordered 2000 bamboo plants in 
Japan, 90 s6 to stert - new industry, md « he hean'r even selected the 
igoality or bowcht the lond where te plant them, ie alze seamed to have 
an @zagecerated idea about the time ia which he would begin te reap the 
first herveste and about the profits he wight realize. Yell, I felt o- 
bliged te tell him that se the things stand now, that is, »@ knowing a0 
Little of where in the 0, 5, the lorger timber beuboos would really 
thrive, i eouldn't confidentially advise him to onbarkc voon this new thing 
without firat hoving ebteiued goed solkd information in what part ef the 
U. 8, some practical experiments hewe been sede with the lerger voricties 
of bomboo, Mr. Mille woe of opinion that in the hilly recions of Georcia, 
South Carolina and Alebema they would thrive. Well, it is possible, but 
the blizeardie down there are far mere severe aa hore in this port of 
the world, Yor so for as I em gee hore in the Chekiang Province it 
seams thet where the loqusts thrive and the Chamaeropa humilis, these large 
bauboos ¢o toe thet fo, the loquets on the lew rich lends in the plains 
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and the timber bamboos on the bill ond mounteinsides in o well dxoin 
broferably rad 3011, So this might cive we « clue as to where they 
might be grown. 

The red geile of Porte Bice would suit thea admirably, esoe- 
Cielly on the hilislepes, I pervenelly rether would advise to start the 
first plantations a little foather south as what would seom necessary, so 
ae to enoure their Nirm establishment. By and by we could eatend the belt 
farther nerth, 

I jozt got your letter of Tune 7th, 1907, Thank von for your 
kindness of sending the 914,99 to Mr, Zappene, ‘the money I have 2% hand 
thie time, i, e., left over, son't cive me eo such bother, As soon as I 
find out how wach I am in (cbt te the Sreneury Devortmmt, ['11 make it 
over by check or otherwise, 

I often wonder how some of mr introductions are getting olone, 
| especiully the lorge fwulted persimmons chad the di*feront creasses, Alae 
the pears and apricots. on't some of these things loek vaite di ftorent 
from the other plonte arows then? Well, porhaps a year from now I my be 
in the U, 6. agaimg things will beve cawgod a good gee) then, 1 eunpese, 
I tec heve chonged sfter heving been took for mearky €@ years cuone the 
yellow people. 

Ie the mangosteen industry eatablished in Ponans? And do the 
yushes grow olready in the Carolinas? 4d my own dry lend rice, is it 
being grown far northtT 

Well, I cowld keep om agicine questions, but you'll hove other 


work besides anewerine these inquiries, With best regards to you ell, 
t on Yours respectfully, 
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Shanghai, Grina, 
July 26, 1907. 
Dear Wr, Yairchild: 

Yomorrow by this time If will be way out to sem again 
on my way north. I have decided to go from Teingtau overland 
through “hentung and Chili to Peking, passing through whet are 
considered the best fruit ét stricts of Northern China, Near 
Chinanfu, I hope to find the honey~Jujube and the seedless one, 
also some famous varieties of peaches and pears. 

Tf Tt had felt perfectly well I would have Liked to 
have had a run farther south to here elumps of bamboos planted 
in Puchow and in Yenciow, but I am not quite in good health and 
T esn't afford to get real sick. I don't seem to be able to 
agree with the moisture in the atmosphere down here. It mokes 
me lose all my appetite and age such, I feel rather worn out. 

Up north, however, I will soon be in good shave again. 

My. Hille visited me today ani handed me his letter of 
introduction from you. We have several lom: tai ks and he told me 
about the proposals he had received from you. Well, I earnestly 
advised him to accept them and try his energy end enthugiagm on 
this important problem. Mr, Hille aaid that he knew several 
Chinese in this country who could assist him in this matter and 
thinks that he will be sble te gat the things, Don't let this, 
however, make you think, Mr. Yairehild, that other peeple are not 
needed im it tool Mo, I wish I iene some competent peorle in the 
atfferent bamboo regions of China, espeshally south, who could 
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assist us inthis. If just got a list today translated from the 
Chinese encyclopedia of Agriculture and 100 different species and 
varieties are emumerated in it. Something immense, isn’t it. ‘he 
more We go into it, the bigger 1+ seems to grow. Of course, I. 
would not swear that we would be able to find all these 100 kinds 
wut still even if we got half of it, it would be big enough. 

Wr. Hills has a big enthusiasm with very Little knowledge 
about the cultural or botanical pert of it. Still, this may be 
adjusted in time. JI do hope he goes into it, even if it was only 
just to have a feeling that someone else is finding owt how dif- 
fieult a problem it ise By some people our work is apparentigy 
considerad as — well «~ rather easy. ‘ell, Mr. Hille himself is 
one of them and I really hope he just tried it, espetially this 
bamboo problem I myself have acquired qiite some experience here 
in different lines, but as I wrote before, it is perhaps the most 


fascinating wat « also the most difficult of all our plant prob 


lems. ‘The big quantities espeially are hard problems here. 


I had another talk about the 200 bamboo plants %. Hills 
had ordered in Jomns Vell, there was ame misunderstanding appar- 
ently on my part. He says, rather, that he ordered them for the 


Department, though he might retain them if they were not wanted, 


IT asked if they were planted in boxes. No, he gaid, they are grown 


in nursery rows. “ell, I told him he had botter have thom all put 

in boxes ag soon as the time was there for bamboos must be grown 

with gonfined roots before being able to stand a long sea journey. 
the other day an old Chinaman told Dr. Barchet and me 


that when transplanting the large timber bamboos you can't leave | 
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them out of the ground for one dey even; they mst be planted right 


away, otherwise they die. 

the 12 boxes with the hardy bamboo from veking which If 
deposited with Yr. MeGregor here are all putting forth small new 
shoot a, are one whith my come yet, however, so I hope they will 
be in good shape to take with me noxt vyerr. But still, even sugh 
a short journey as from Peking te here has upset them much more than 
IT myself expected. 

Mr. Hills told me that he got a letter from My, Juensmrnn 
through you thet there isa enmmll BDamvoo growing near Tacom, Wash 
ington, that almost is becoming a weed, Well, couldn't that be that 
Peking bamboo which seeme to be Bambuse metoke? If you know the 
name of that Tacom kind, I wich you would tell me, 

T got an interpreter again which seeme to be fairly intel» 
ligents I hope he will be able te stand travel. 

Well, it may be a long time again before your letters 
reach me. I remain, 

Yours respectfully, 
FRANC N. MYEER. 


Chinanfu, Shantung. 
August 29, 1907. 
Deer Kr, Fairchild: 
Herewith I am sending you per Chineve samphb post, one 
little box with some epiphytic orchide, collected at Chang shan 
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not far from Tsingtan, 
i wish you would be so kind as to send them to Kew Garlens, 
England, They have absolutely no value to us and are perhaps new and 
if not, surely mot introduced alive as yet. 
They bear very small greenish-red flowers and grow in the 
shady side of big granite boulders. They are a nice botanical mriosity. 
Hoping you receive them in good shape and see fit te send then 
to Kew, I am, 
Yours respectfully, 
‘fei an fu, Shantunce, Chine, 
Sept. 13, 1902, 
Toe the Gentleman in Charge of the 
U. 5. Plant Introduction Garden, Chico, Cal., U.S.A. 
Dear Sirs 
Herewith 1 send you by Chinese parcel~post, ome package, con- 
taining & Letus rhisomes of a very rare variety. Would you be so Icind and 
marse it as well as possible. It is prob, new to the Western gardeners. 
Enclosed the note relating to it. 
I remain, Sir, 
Yours very truly, 
FPRANE NH, MEYER 
Peking, China, 
October 8, 1907. 
Dear Mr. Fairchilds 
Just arrive agein here, Found an awful pile of mail awaiting me, 


Many thanks for your mumerous letters, Will anewer soon, 
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With kind respects to you all, ! remain, 
Yours respectfully, 
| FRAME HW, METER, 
Peking, China, 
October 11, 1907, 

Dear Mr. Fairchilds 

As I notified you a few days ago, I am again in Peking, 
a trifle tired, but otherwise OK. I found there 15 letters from 
you awaiting me, besides one of Mr. Fisher written during your ab- 
sence and about 50 letters and cards from other people besides vackazes 
with labels, letter file book, photos, 2 garden magazines, a draft for 
$1900, etc. An awful pile it makes and it makes me realize that I am 
becoming slowly but surely a very busy man, 

One curious thing is always that when one comes back after 
having roughed it so long, one's brain isn't able all at once te 


adjust itself to the altered life. Several days and sometimes even 


‘weeks pass before one is accustomed again to the sedentary life with 


its accompanying indoor work, While sitting before the table, my heart — 
yearns for the burning sun and the smell of the mountains. 

Well, before starting any farther let me thank you most cordially 
for your appreciated letters and for the good things you have said of me 
and the troubles you took that brought ebout my promotion, Really, 1 must 
confess it is much more than I expected, 4nd then my going to Russia and 
Central Asia - what a prospect again! Se many thoughts rise up before me 
that I hardly know how to arrange thea in good order, but one thouzh is 
predominant and that is, that I am most thankfulto you and you all there 


in Washington who have shown me thet you estimate my work here in these 


far away lands, 
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If health and energy keep on staying with me, I hope to show thet 
aleo in more dengerous lands oe China ie, I will do my very best, 
to show that although the United States of America hasn't seen fit 
ae yet to adopt me as a citizen, I will risk life and Lind and 
forego a restful home life which sometimes looms up before me, 
hazy end far away and de all I can to enrich her domain with things 
good for hor people and their householda. 

Well, let me give you a dese¢ription of how I spat these 
last five or eix weeks here in this country. I velieve I wote you 
wy last letter on the 30th of August, isn't it and after having 
experienced the usual difficulties in procuring tho right Kind of 
Sarto I managed to leave Chinanfa «t 7 AeM. om August Slet. We 
took the road 3, W. from this city and which leade to Yei tcheng 
mie the finest peaches of Northern China are said to be grown. 

Well, the road show# plainly thet in former times this 
Wapire hed more public epirit than one finds today. ‘he road is 
a negleeted that one marvele thet traffic is yet pessidlo. 

Ve had just passe a hilly, stony region and I, who haé 
becn warred about these regions being infested with robber bands 
Wad on my guard all the time, though my guide and interpreter sle pt 
whenever they f@lt like it. Well, all of a sudden three armed 
soldiers came up to use, riding fast and after saluting told us to 
be very careful ag there are mny robbers ebout and that they 
attacked some Chinese last night. Well, I took this notice rather 
lightly after having been through robber-ridden Manchuria, but i¢ 


was enoggh, though, te make my men clean their eyes out and look 
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soared, At half past 12 sitting in a country inn, we heard some 
commotion outeide and my guide rushed in sayjne, “The robber men 
have kill one Chinaman." I rushed out ami behold-<there the body 
ley of a well dveaeet Chinaman brought in by the soldiers who 
found it along the road and I noticed that the poor chap had two 
fearful gushes on his head, his brain even visible and partly 
epattered over hie clothes, his hands were put up against his 
head as to protect himself and eo he died, for his arms were too 
stiff to unbend them. Ne was cilled apparently by a heavy blunt 
iron tool. My man said by « sword, but the wounds were too broad 


for that and I think it wos done by # pick axe, Well, as I ma 


| having a bite to eat when I wu called out, I found upon return- 


ing that my appetite wasn't there any more but my men were simply 
halt crazy, especially the interpreter who isn't OVEr~C UPA GEOUS » 
He was ag ghastly white as you might wich to see « Chinaman and 
the guide too, was absolutely unnerved, The Chinese soldiers soon 
came to me offering their services for taking me through wafely, 
but I, having heaximuch about their arrogant ond unsoldlerlike 
habits, refused politely but firmly, but I ermed my men with a few 
large knives and an axe. I myself relied upon my automiic pistol 
which allowe me to fire 10 shots without reloading, mt T om glad 
to say, although we met several] doubtful and suspected characters, 
we were not attacked, but of course, we took the orecaution to be 
indoors before it got dark. The next day we passed a band of appar~ 
ent outlaws for the time working in the field, but all ensembling 


when they aow our carte coming, but I had my pistol right handy 


and it gli stoned in thetr eyes and I gaw te leader nod to some of 
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the nen ami they didn’t make any attempt to molest us. On nearly 
&he same apot, though, a fort night before, a German R. Cs mis~ 
sionary was hel@ up and completely plundered out. He hed some silver 
altar ploses with him and valuable cloth and these outlaws probably 
had gotten wind of it and I my add that he we utterly umrmed 
and at the time of attack in meditation or — perhaps sleep. 

Do you know, Er, Fairchild, that when roaming in these 
dangerous regions, one becomes a soldier more or les#. “he Samurai 
and Bushido spirit takes hold of one, then, ond one actwlly wich es 
for awhile that something might happetse<«-- 

Well, the second day after leaving Chinanfu we arrived 
in Fei teheng and as soon as our certs were safe and smand in the 
court yard of the inn, we proceeded to see the famous peach orchards 
near the city. Well, these peaches are mervels; they weigh) some 
times over ea pound a pieee, are sweet and extremely juiey and of 
a pale, white flesh, reddening somewhat toward the stone, while 
the skin is heavily downed and of a light yellow color with only 
a wee bit of a blush. I my add that it ie a cling stone which is 
& disadvantage, but still, these peaches «re go highly estimated 
here in this country where things are so relatively cheep that 
one pays for the very best quality from 15 to 20 cents Mexican 
per piece. Now if you consider that an ordin ry laborer only 
earns from 20 to 30 centa Mexican per day, then we see the com 
parison is as if in the United States one would pay 71.00 gold 
for @ peach, which most of us would think exorbitant, isn't it? 
When we were there im fel tcheng one of the peach growers told us 
that tho mogistrate of the distriot had gotten an order from the 
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Emperor for 800,000 peaches, but thet on account of the big draught 
this summer they couldn't supply 1/6 of that amount. ‘This peach 
ie an excellent shipper, being carried for 6 to 8 deye in baskets 


and the German missionaries told me that when wrapping undamaged 





sound frult up in «oft paper and keeping them in « cool plece one 
could retain them until February. Have w got anything like ity 
Thie winter I «ill ship you a few bundles of scions, although they 
will be hard to get. These people say that only in Pel tcheng are 
they able to crowe 

Let m tell you that the whole climte and scenery here 
im South and Central chantung is as in Southern Uteh and New Mexico 
and I predist eapecially for the irrigated valleys of New Mexico a 
magni f ie ient future as fruit raising district of which the fruite 
will have long lasting shipping qualities. 

From Fel tehen we vent to Yen chou fu, another two days 
further south. Here and there in the vidlagese I saw a new kind 
of an Allanthus, nele, & globular headed one. Ti ia protebly 
Ailanthus glandulosus var. unbracul i fera. The natives gay it 
never fruilte ani it is only propagated by suckers, 

Very strange that theses umbraculiferous verieties of 
trees develop in the extreme sunny and dry regions. The so-called 
umbrella tree (Melina Asedarach var. unbraculi fers) geems to have 
originated im Texes. ‘the loaf+headed willow securs here im Central 
Ohild (Chine) and now thie Alleantime again, In Japan there is a 
globdar headed catalpa, I wouldn't be surprised if we will find 


it some day to heve come from China. 
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There in South and Central Ghantung one finds the catalpa 
Bungel grow to a large size, It will prove to be a very good timber 
tree for the Southwest but it doosn’t bear seeds, at least not to 
speak of, go we will have e hard time in introducing it. 

From Ten tchou fu, I went to an ogrieultural station kept 
by the Gervean missionorics in ‘ai dja tehwang, near Chining cho. 
As always I was recelved most hospltably and shown all over their 
gardens They have some nice specimen trees of Boxmwoods, crape~ 
myrtles, old Magnolia Yalan, Celtis, quinces, bladderpod trees and 
some old tree peonics. I imbedded to go over Chining chow to 
Chon teho fu where the best quinces and magnolias and tree peonies 
are sald 7" grow, but the ni ssionaries everywhere strong]y elanuet 
me mot to go as yet for the Sorghwm hadu't been cut yet and that 
give too much shelter for the robbers of which that particular 
district is chuck full. A111 kinds of tales were told me. By 
the way, this district is the plate where the notorious Boxer 
troubles originated and every time trouble is brewing, it is there, 
that things are at their hottest. Right now, there is again a 
revolution going om in the region around Chon tcho tus 

Well, from Chining chow we went to Chu fu, the famous 
town where Confucius is buried, I had gotten reports that there 
were trees and plants in existence on the grave of Con fu tee that 
omly grew there and nowhere else in China, so my hopes were high, 
although blended with suspicion, having been deceived so often 
in these respeéts by our yellow brothers and it came about ag T 


already silently had suspected, The suly tree of its kind in China 
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proved to be 4 very big male specimen of the Pistacia chinensis. 
T estimate the tree at between 2 and 3 centuries, Other rare 
trees were Juniperus chinensis and Tauya orientalis and a so- 
Called sacred herbaceous plant, simply was a weedy Artemisia 
which ig sold in sealed packages to the devoted pligrime whe 
visit his akrins yearly py the tens of thousands, 

There are, however, Juniper tresee argund the temples 
in Chu fu that count thelr yeore tn centuries. ‘Several must be 
over 1000 years old, tut they are veeten again by the thuyne 
and Juniperg in Tsai an fu, Shantung, There I sw apecimene which 
I take to be between 1500 and 200Q. Of course, some of them are 
only dead stumps, having been dead for several centurhées and are 
ag euch only rooted, wooden monuments. Others, again, are gnarled 
erookeal trunks with just a few green boughs yet left on thems. ‘The 
Chimese love such relice of the past but we whites would mther 
take them as strange curiosities. when my photos turn out well, 
you will see how queer these trees look. 

ty gome back, however, to thu fu, I saw a white-barked 
pine tree there in the Yen fu tse temple end which is the bigest 
specimen I have seen as yet, The trunk measures 16 feet ciroum 
ference 6 feet above the ground, I estimate the age at 16 cen 
turies, but the Chinese say it is wey over 2000 years which I don't 
accept. They ala have a persimmon~lice tree in thet seme temple 
which ls a ore vere tree, It never fruits, however. 

fo show you haw very little respect the Chinesa have 


for even sacred trees, when they are somewhat out of the way, [ 
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418, 
my mention the fact thet I saw a lerge fine chestmt oak growing 
om the burfal ground around the sepulehre of Con fu tee, and they 
had stripped the bark off completely for a couple of feet go as to 
make the tree die and then to have an excuse to remove ite ‘the 
very young chestmt oaks have already beem removed and «9 the 
elinate is gradually becasing dryer 411 over North China, there 
ig a very great likelihood that when no measures are taken these 
last remants of 2 grand, former vegetation are becomming totelly 
extinct. 

fhe whole surroundings of the Chu fu remind one of a 
race in decay, ‘The streets are series of mud holes, houses and 
monuments are in decay, pools of fetid liquid are everyuhere ani 
the inmng are infested with vermin. I killed a large seorpion in 
the room I had to spend the night. I kept my boots on while ro 
tiring and my clothes, too, for one minimises the danger then of 
being stung. 

We left Ghu fu sgain in the aftermon and proteedad to 
fal au fu. On the road to thie city we passed may Yam fields 
where the Chinese grow these climbing plants on fences mde from 
Sorghum stems, “hey were also setting their cabbages out in the 
fields which were heavily marmured end irrigsted befere they vere 
fit to grow these ¢abbages of some varieties attaining « veight of 
46 pounds. I ottained 9 small packege of swh an axcellent 
variety. They plant their plants at a distance of from ly to 2) 
én o}} dbrectipns and D yay tay that although lacking our eakkage 
flavor theve plants will probably become a steple vagetable in 
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the United States, especially in the Southwestern part. ‘They are 
mach easter to digest ard when being boiled do not emit an 
unpleasant odor; for ealads too they are well fit. — 

The people grow large quantities of Polygomum tinotorium 
for mking a dark blue dye. ‘The tanks and vessels, thowh, where 
they prepare the stuff emit such a penetrating stench that Tf 
hardly would advise the good people of the Wnited States to experi« 
ment with the growth of this dye plant, the more as the eolor pro- 
} duced by it is not fast, 

The landséape and the clumps of houses here and there 
were greatly enlivened by the masees of golden corn ears which the | 
. people had stored im the trees and on the house roofs. They 
probably did 1% to keep them out of reach of the domesti¢e animals, 
rate and thieves. 

On Saptember 9 IT arrived in "alan fu. ‘this is an 
interesting old city. ‘The old Junipers and Thuyad alone are 
worth a joumey to it and I mw here a souple of “istaria chinensis 
which were several centuries 61d snd a Sovhora Japonica between 
12 and 15 curituriess Farvellous to see such old specimens of 
the vegetable Kingdom. Of course, our Californian big trees beat 
all these, but still, these trees here heve a different charm 
abdout them, Cure ate oll wild, these are all reared = human 
guporvielon. 

| In Tet an fu, I wee taken charge of by 'r. 4. ©, Moule, 

a missionary of the Church of “ngland, and we had a delightfol 


time there, he showing me the trees ond gardens of interest and 
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I explaining the botanical part to him, ‘fe climbed to the top of 


the satred and famouse Tal smn which mans “Sublime Mountain” and 


we got even lost in that mage of small ravines that descend from 


its top Wut we got home, thouwch, just the same, though tires. Boule 

and geveryal Migsiomries had started alrendy on the search for us. 
the original vegetation, shiek, even on that sacred 

mountain hag all been destroyed ond only a few pines have been 


left to crows They have plantea Thaya orientalis all over, but 


What does that amount to. To ue one original wild tree is worth 


more than one thousand planted ones, 

This famous mountain is only 508 feet above sen level 
but 1¢ is a very steep climbs Yellows with weak hearts had better 
stay at lower levels. ‘the Chinese gay thet old or weak people die 
sometimes from sheer exhaustion while climbing this "hill.* 

I found in the higher altitudes severe] interesting 
shrubs end plants like Spiraea callosa, Spe corymbosa, Rerberis ep. 
Praxinug orms, “ilia parvifolia, Beutsia sp» Lonicera spe, Celastrus 
articulatrus, Buconomas olatus, Porsythia euspenso, “ee eps», ete, 
Aconitum, Yaleriara, Datura Siramonium, Lespedesa, Gnarhaliun, 
Senbeia, Aster, Cirsuim, Fragmria indica, anemone chinensis, sedum 
Pabaria and many ferns, some aparently very rare. 

Qn the top of the mountein they have some very old mong 
ments and inscriptions bute«very etrance, just to keep up a bellfef 
that no trees or shrubs will grow above « certain hat ght, they 
deliberately destroy any thing that perchante might spring upe I 
gaw a proof of it in a young elm tree which, although on a rathor 
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inaccessible spot, had been stripped entirely of its bark and. done 
by human hands, not eaten off by any rodent. 

Wow this very mountain, when reforested again, could 
yield a yearly income of from 10,000 to 15,000 dollers and if a 
few dame were Duilt in some of the canone the city of Tai an fu 
vhich now euffers from lack of water could be supplied with a 
bountiful supply but mo, the Chimease ere anparently too dense 
to do a thing like it, 

I stayed a few days in Tai an fu trying to buy some 
food vegetable seeds like - ever-growing cucumber, a superior 
variety of watermelon, etcs, but IT wmoen't lucky. ‘the seeds 
eeren?’ ripe yets Next time I will get them, though. tn the 
meantime, my cartmont didn't want to atop there any Longer and 
departed and I hed to get wheelbarrows, carta not to be had, 
for the density of the population here in Central Shantung has 
already become so gest that animals are starved ont. livery 
thing is done by human lebors ‘The pumps in the fields, the 
plows on the land, the wheelbarrows with freight on the highroads 
all are moved by human musclee Let us pray that we whites will 
never fall ina state lixe that! Rather a smiller population with 
more brain than such a tremendous mass Living like animals. 

Well, om September 14, we left Tal en fu, going to 
Bo shan, where 2 special variety of grapes is said to exist. 

Om the road we pass some find orghards of the large frmited 
Cratesegus pinmtifida. I do not know vhether I wrote to you 
already about the prospects of thie fruite ‘ell, if not, I my 


say that for the more arid or the warmer parts of the United 
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States this fruit will become s substitute for the cranberry and 
everyone who has a rather high piece of land will be able te grow 
them, They do mie a delicious jelly and jem, ond preserved ag they 
are after having taken the seeds out they are also a fine preserve. 
They are even here an expensive fruit and the supply isn't equal 
to the demnds ‘the trees are all grefted ond planted from 8 te 
12 feet apart. ‘They do not bear, though, until they rele 5 or 6 
years old, but they live to be 8 or 60 years. 

Going alongs the roads I observed everywhere plantations 
of bushy ashes, probably Fraximus chinensis, These bushes are 
pruned back to the ground every winter and the shoots are utilized 
to make very strong busketse from. As these aches grow om sandy 
sterile places and even on high dry banks they my be utilized in 
the more arid regions of the United States. 

On the sevond day of our Wheeldarrow trip I took a 
short out over the mountains snd my mon took it easy that day and 
advanced 30% slower than I did, with the result that ot sunset I 
wag alone in an unknown region. Well, I found shelter in A 
solitary watchhouse along the road anc mde myself ae comforbobdle 
a8 Circumstances would allows I had not slept, though for an 
hour until I wad awakened by some noise and to my surcrise there 
were stand ing before me two Chinese, one with a drawn sword and 
the other with a club. I took them et once for highway robbers 
and jumped up drawing my revolver out, but before I could say 
Jack Robingon, av the Gngiish saying is, hey fled for thelr very 


lives felling down even over a bouider in the path. Vell, I 
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retired again and soon a whole mss of Chinese came out, 211 armed 
with some ficol or another. To my good luck I may sey that with a 
few words of Chinese I assured them of not having any bad intentions 
and it ended by one of them offering me hie pipe, owt of which I 
drew a few puffs like one reads in an Iniian movel and they ¢lered 
off again, Still, they onme back again and agains It seemed to be 
@ huge novelty to have gueh e foreign animal Sir tine 4 watehman't@ 
eabin, until to my great relief my interpreter turned up at about 
10 P.M, amd I spent the rest of the night on a good bitick bedstead, 

On the third day we should have resched 8. shen, tute- 
we got a rainstorm during the night which washed out many of the 
roads and not only that, but returned azgain at noon with a still 
greater force and you may imine how cold and wet we became, being 
caught right in the mountaine-vestnesses, Well, we didn't make 
more than 10 or 15 miles that day and sometimes each wh selbarrow 
had to be pulled and pushed by 6 coolles. My cup of hot tea and 
ume stewed Chicago beef tested that evening to me like a banquet 
ani God Morpheus soon made us forget the trials of the day. The 
next day aguin, heavy rain, but we managed to reach Bo shane 

Daring the three days I stayed there I saw the grapes 
which are really distinct from other grapes I have seen ag yet 
in China, being large bunches, big berries and their color is 
pale opalescent purple. ‘They are quite sweet, too. The bunches 
grow to be somtimes 5 pounds im weight. ‘There are also wild pears 
around hire, called the “Dang 11" which probably hag giveen offspring 
to some of the Chinese varieties of pers. I got s small quantity 


of seeds from it. 
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Then they have a wild grape growing here from vhich 
they make strong wine, ‘The plants look like our fox grapes, 
Vitia labrusoa, and I ulmost think they are identical with ours, 
I got a aise bag of seeds, though, for trial in the United sultion, 
Now, wear Boshan there are a few canyons where rare trees grow. 
I collected seeds from the tree upon which the chinese graft the 
Olea fragrans ami although the leaves of the tree and indeed its 
whole appearance indteate & great resemblance to =» Shamme it seen 
to be an Oleaceous tree, though, wo I retell the statement in my 
last letter that the Chinese graft an oleaceous shrub upon s 
Rhanmus. We collected seade of the Albilesia chinensis, a rare 
tree; of the Pistacis chinensis whose seeds, by the way, are also 
@elleeted by the Chinese so ag fo express an ofl for burning 
purposes. ‘Then we got seeds of & yellowfruited crateegus whieh 
ig also rare. J observed « nice shrubby corpims, Ulrustsuberoga, 
Ue Gampestri sg, Acer momo, Diospyros sostatris, Zanthosylon allane 
thoides, ‘this last one is in big Clwaps and loaded with reddish 
Capsules which make one's heart feel glade A Cormas with baéeck 
berries which are expressed also for of]. Vitese incisa used 
for basketmaking and medicinally and which will prove to be for 
Us a good besflower besides then 3 spaies of Qucreus, a Staphylea- 
lixe tree, wild apricots and two species of Thamma. 

he Pistacia chinensis has a great future before it as 
an ornamental park and garden tree for the wouthwestern parts of 
the United States. A drive lined with those trees is a most 
graceful object to behold. 
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There are aleo several wild grasses growing in those 
ravines but the poverty is so great here that even wild grasses 
are harvested ier fuel and men and boys are cutting them before 
the seeds are ripe. | 

On September 20 I left by train for Chinanfu, there 
being a railwead from So shan to the maim railroad om account of 
the excellent coal mines axisting near Hoshan 

‘mn Chinanfa I was struek at once by the umisual quantity 
of fruits exposed for sale but my mon informed me that on Sep 
tember 22 it would be Chinese autumn festival and ‘4 was the custom 
to send fruits to one's friends as presente. VYould you believe 
me when I tell you that « lerge fingered iomon (Citrus wdica v. 
digitela) coats $1.00 Mexican apieer The Chinese think they 
bring good luck to one’s household. I collected seeds of a 
Caragana which I didn't see before and which will serve as a 
hedge plant for the southwest. 

During the five duys I stayed in Chinanfu I observed 
pears over om pound in weight epiece and fine white perches, flat 
jujubes, fair applies and good grapes. Of all the cities in Chins 


I have geen eg yet, I don’t think there ia one that has such a 


variety and such excellent frvuite as Chinanfu has and in my opine 


fon, the Shantung province is the richest for fruits and vegetables 
of all Yor thern Chinas 

Yoreign fruita have penetrated remarkably little and 
eithousk Dre Bevius introduced a good mamy thoy are not much found 


outside of migsionsries' compounds and even there they have very 
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moh deteriorated, having been attacked by diseases and not having 
been treated properly. ‘the missionaries, though, believe that 
grafting upon the Chinese stock stank has something to do with 
it. this last item my have something to de with it, but I rather 
think the very dry climate has made them more consepti ve te the 
attacks of the native pests. 
| I had quite some trouble in Chinanfu in obtaining the 
right kinds of money to take with me. ‘There are only six different 
currengiee in use here and the one kind is wabbed here and another 
kind there, that is, if one tries to use the ordinary eurrency 5) 
miles away from here, one loses, say, 15 or 20%. 

After the financial troubles we found out there wre no 
carts to be had snd so we wenty by wheelbarrows to Leoling where 
the famous seedless jujubes were said to grow. 

We paesed along fine lotus ponds where all the leaves 
had been harvested, for these leaves are the universal wrapping 
material here for nents, fruits, suger, pastry, bread, etc. I 
sew Gigania aquatica being cultivated, the soft insides of the 
stems being used bolled a9 5 vegetable, also Typha angustifolia 
which is used the same way. Both products, though, are rather 
tasteless to us whites, The Jerusalem artichokes (Helianthus 
tuberosus) were everywhere in full bloom, thouch sometimes not 
higher than 3 or 4 feet. In Western furope these artichokes never 
flower, no matter how well they are taken care of. 

On September 27 from 11;00 A.l, to 1:00 P.M, we epessed 


the Yellow River in barge. This stream is a torrent of liquid 
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md, eating away all the time at its dykes and always dangerous 
te cross. It has a remarkably strong current, transforming iteelf 
here and there in whirlpools of chocolatecolored mad, 

Por the next three days we passed through a level, 
rather monotonous country with hamlets and villages consisting 
only of mud houses with here and there s temple made of bPieke. 
large orchards of jujubes and pears ae peaches were geen occa- 
sionally. I obtained also seedless jujubes, but they had still 
a hard stone inside, though mo trace of a kernel. Might thie be 
the famous seedlese jujube, I asked myself, But no, after four 
days’ travel at last we were in laoling and here I had the plea~ 
sure to finds jujube without a stone, though possessing some~ 
times a soft xernel, It is a very rare variety said to exist 
only in the immediate neighborhood of Lacling and nearly the whole 
output igs shipped to the court at Peking and te the officials, 

One old Chinaman romaricd sarcastically te us thet when they eend 
a whole cartload full to the /mperér, before he gets it so mmoh 
has clung to the fingers of the magistrates that he setually only 
gets one catty {a little over a pound), 

On the rond to Laoling we saw sometimes a strange sights 
whole flocks of eagles feeding npon the large green horned eater- 
pillars which were destroying the soy beans, I never knew that 
eagles could be so useful. The Chinese were, of course, delighted 
to receive this assistance and they allow the birds to do even a 
little mischief, For instance, in Chinanfu vhen they are washing 


out the insides of the slaughtered animals et « creek just outside 
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the city wall, then the eagles fly in great flocks over their 
heads, stealing once in awhile also a good plese of beef in 
addition to taking the pituiie which floats on the water and is 
caught by these agile birds before it sinks too deep. 

In Laoling I was able again to obtain mle earts for 
TI hate these wheelbarrowa which go slow and where one always 
has that miserable feeling of using fellow mam as draft animals. 
From Leaoling to Tientoin took us four days, passing through a 
great deal of Alkaline land where little grows beyond sages and 
galt bushes. 

Still, I mde a few interesting finds. The Chinese 
grow alfalfa there to extract the alxell end they say that when 
& piece of lend gets too bad then they sow alfalf and after 4 or 5 years 
oecupation by it the land is good agnin to grow Sorghum. [f the 
lend is very bad, then they sow another leguminous plant. ft 


looks to be Eepargettee I only got little sees of it, This 


plant is not a eattle food, although it ean be given in small 


quantities, but it makes up for that, for in late fall it is mowed 
and dryed and then bunched up and used for fuel. The Chinese say 
that whem this plant has been growing for from 5 to 7 yeare then 
even very bad land is fit again for Sorghum, wheat or even soy 
beans, provided the land ian't too low; then it mist be trenched 
in addition. | ? 

Then, on these alealine lands they grow Tamarix bushes 
in great quantities, They cut them down to the ground each winter 


and use them for fuel and aleo mie baskets out of the flaxible 
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shoots 

The Vitex inciga is aise used that same way, wt it cannot 
stand as much alkali as the Tamarix. 

Between Lacling and Tiestein they grow here and there 
superior varieties of egg plants, the fruits weighing often from 
6 to 7 pownds apiece, Abso a very small wild per occurs called 
"Do 1i". The fruite do not grow larger than green pas, but the 
tree stands lots of alkali and growe in evem very sterile soiis 
and the Chinese my the branmhes Gan be shipped exsily. ‘They use 
this tree everywhere for stock plant for their better varieties. 
These trees are sometimes so heavily loaded with fruits that one 
sees more berries than leaves. They mist mike a sublime sight in 
spring when in {Rll bloom. TI obtained a nice quantity of fruits 
and although I had sent some already two years ago under Ib. 178e 
these seeds will be quite welcome, too, I surmise. 

About the Jujubes, I obtained also some information, All 
the way between Chinanfu and “lenteain one passes orchards of them. | 
They are all propegated by suckers which are taken from the old 
trees when they are one or two years old. ‘they are planted owt in 
rows sometimes only five feet apart, other times again 25 feet. If 
Planted in a solitary row through a fleld, the distance is in 
general 10 or 12 feet apart, if planted, however, in an orchard 
they have a general distance of from 10 to 20 foet apart, allowing 
minor crops to be cultivated during the first years. ‘They come 
generally im bearing the 6th or 7th year and bear profitably witil 


the age of 40 or GO yeara. If one r ings his trees by sowing the 
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40 » 
park through each year one doubles his ¢rop, but the taste of the 
fruit is not as good, being less sweat. Thie ringing ie done in 
early summer just when the fruits are setting. If done in time, 
very few fruits will drop, If mot dome, half of the fruits drop, 
being thrown off by the tree iteelf. ‘the ringing is done about 
a foot above the ground for the first time and each sudceeding 
year enother ring is added, leaving one inch distanse between it 
ami the last one, the ringing i@ generally commenced when the 
tree ig 12 to 15 years of ages 

The fruits themselves, the so~celled dates or jujubes, 
can be eaten fresh or dried. “hen eaten fresh there is no other 
process added, When dried, however, several methods are used 
to obtain a suparior article the famous honey~jujubea or 14 teas 
are firet dried in the sun, then boiled, then dried again, then 
aut lengthwise over the acim with a omall instrument giving five 
parallel shallow cuts. ‘Then boiled again and dried again and for 
the third and last time they are Dolled im sugar water and then 
taken out and dried and are Mt for congwaption., They are a rather 
superior delicagy, though they can’t be compared with the Persian 
dates. 

A second method ie this: Plret boil the dried jujubes, 
let them dry again, subject them to a good smoking with shavings, 
then steam them thoroughly and let them dry again. “his Last 
methodg though, doesn't produce, in my opinion, on article fit 
for us white people, it being o very coarse product. 


There seem to be a fow more ththods yet of which I 
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couldn't get all details for the present. 
The main way, though, all these jujubes are used igs this. 
First they are sundried and es such con be ke ot for longer than 
a year in sound state. Now they can be used in glutinous millet 
cakes; with glutinous rice cake; boiled with nomglutinous ome] 
millet and served ag a soupy baked im soft wheaten brend; and also 
stewed like plums with euger sprinkled on the top. ‘They will never 
form a very delicate luxury with us but ag an addition to our 
fruits they will have a fair chance, especially for the less well- 
te~do people in the more arid regions of the United States. 

I will soon send you some samples of these seedless 
jujubes and of the prepared ones to be had here in Peking. 

Well, coming dowi again to wy trip, on the evening of 
October 4 I landed in “ientsin, ‘that was on friday night. 
Saturday and on Monday I have been busy buying seeds of the 
original peach and although we had to do a lot of walking about 
and hagsling about prices, I got about three busheale. So now the 
Department can start distributing them to peach crowers in the 
more end regions of the United States. ‘they won't stand very 
great cold, though? I would strongly suggest, of wurse, to Keep 
a good lot of trees growing @ as te supply us with seeds for it 
won't be always that one will be able to get seeds. I had cone 
tracted for nearly the whole lot over half a year ago, otherwise 
I wouldn't have been able to get more than a few pounds, | 

Upon my arrival here in Peking I find that nearly everyone 
of the Legation people have gone home and an answer upon my quest ions 


where the beat fruits grow haen’t come in yet. f have lote of work 
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40 in straightening out financial matters, cleaning and packing 
seeds, answering all my mil, labeling and storing dried plants, 
describing photcs, etc,, and I am afraid I will have to remain 
here a good many days before I am through. 

I finish by thanking you again for your kinduessea and 
would it be askin« too much of you if you might have the soodnese 
to extend my thanks for my poomotion also to Dre Be T. Galloway | 
and to the Honorkble Seeretary of Agriculture. 

I remain with best of regards to you all, 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK MW. MEYER. 


Peking, Chins, 
Yetober 24, LOT, 

Dear Mr. Pairehild: 
| Horewith I am sending you my vouchers for the past 
quarter. Tama little late with them, but that is on ee 
of not feeling well, 1 feel these last days extraordinarily tired, 
jot physically, mo, only mentally ani this lot of administrative 
matter and especially accounting matter rather makes me feel worse. 

I attribute my tiredness to this past four monthe' 
roughing it while the swmer was very hot and also to having been 
pretty lonesome now for over two years. ‘Such things seem to count 


somewhat on e febléaw. A few congenial people I use to know here 
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‘moved away too and as euch one feels it all the mre. 


I enclose aleo my Oath of Offiee with the accompanying 
question sheet, Would you be kind enough to turn those things 
over to the reepestive people? 

Within the next few days I hope to straighten the other 
financial and administrative mtters out. 

With beat of regards to you all, I am 

Yours respectfully, 
VRANK 8. MOYER. 


Peking, China, 
Oateber 20, 1907, 
Dr. C. le Marlatt, 
Acting Chief of the Bureau of Batomlogy, 
Department of Agriculture, 
Waghineton, De G, 

Dear Sir; 

Having been absent from Peking for over four months and 
just recently coming back to it, I Nnd your letter of July 15 
awaiting me. 

Yes, it is very pleasing to me, indeed, when I can assist 


you gentlemen in any way in collecting insects. I have sent once 


in awhile some material, but I may say that there are mt so very 
many really harmful, insects in China. They are marvelously well 


kept dow, apparently by their natural parasites and os I have 


| | = 





















ene eT Te face imblof 20% bv: atdode 2oteoeip ve 
Se Fokeoanvertdneguet Baty of seve 

sodto out modiiorty of eaed 1 ayad we sheen sdfatstts | 

ada ered ovitertetainbs botm Latonsatt 4 





eee att I glide seen oomieages: 36 teed dtiw tnodee ee 
gliaikteegeot exak ¢ af a CORO! asf o8-bae aa 
AVS Sf PRRRT ree Fe: pad whew Abeer = Be 31 “hago a. 


gets gyntaied 
.TOGL ,09 tedodo0 ea nO A a 
| ay tatu a 2 = F 
A ali _potonot a te sao oft to ohaD patton as a “a 
a geist Lootaga te racine alaphet arm oan 
$ tere Son” et oa) A eg 

et “ tobe ee 


ee a ee west YS gt wn? sme eas debe 


is re Ga 


" 4 Sees Oo ae aide s of 
sired asco caret wwr0 not walt act toot need gilvatt : | oe 
fr es ‘ed Sapte Ls tt L Dare. oa Ca Re 


as ir zo settos 0 ed 1 at o@ load yakmco pe es a 
. bth ate ype k gee get Laspear sc Cae 

otro yi te aes, bia, iodivall aa | 

duleon neo ® sot boob won ot watenolg iv al ty (aor are ath | 

PORE « “ae hE: Saale sabre lotta hae 
otto to vad 1 etooent autve lies ok we yee at me 
ha Ee A te ae i eae one oiida $3 

yer oe tou ons ood tadt yas vest T tud , tat a 
RTE AON aR: ake RI Eee. 

Aton ‘elawofovan oue you? sanksd at etoonnt 

CO Ma ( ale teeny: Ra eae: ae 

“evad I ae brs bet tanrad Leurtea shodé Lae 






4 dae 
written before, there are relativoly very fow binis in China which 
prey upon ladybirds or other beetles, so these groups of insects 
seem to have ol] they want in the vay of propagating themselves. 
A bad result, though, of the absence of birds is that very harmiul 
bectles, like tree borers ami woevila, exist in enormous quantities. 
I collected some of them in EH, Shantum: this past summer, but my 
bottle broke im transit and when unpacking my belongings I found 
the insecte quite dry, Still I eeni them herewith. Perhaps there 
ig somthing of interest among them, ‘There sre also s few bugs 
among them gimply becanse they looked curious to me. ‘these two 
locusts make much more molee than the American epecies do. 

I may add that these tree borers do the greatest harm 
to Poplars and to Willows, but milberries, too, are much harmed 
by them | 
Thank you for your directions as to how to ship scale 
inseste. I received them already once through Mr. Mairchild and 
also a package showing how {t should be done. 

“heae last weeks I haven't been owt mech, but soon T 
hope to start again for a good trip and hope to find some things 
of interest for you. 

Ym the Shantung province I didn't find mach in the line 
of insects in general. I send one small package now with this 
mil, containing some white wax insects upon an awh, It is the 
firet time I came across them, They are apparently very rere for 
I saw only one branch attacked by them and it was in a densely 
wooded ravine close to Chinanfu, Shantung, 
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455, 
Hoping you will receive these two small packages and 
hoping to find more in the near future, I am, Sir, | 
Yours respectfully, 
PRANK WN. MEYER. 
Through Wr. David & Yairohila, 
In Charge of Foreign Sxplort ions. 


Peking, Chins, 
Ostober 26, L907, 
Dear Mr, Pairchil & 

Herewith I am sending you by Japenese sample post five 
emall bage munbered from 740a te 744a (inclusive) contdiming some 
seeds, bulbilli and some jujube fruits, I also semi you one 
package labeled “ntomological specimens and contmining some white 
wax ingects on an ash tree. ‘Yould you be kind enough to transfer 
that to the Entomological division wth the enclosed letter to 
tr.. Marlatt. 

In this game envelope I enclose the notes relating to 
thie smll ghipment and also some duplicate notes belonging to 
former sendings. 

I am beginning to feel better again, ‘The old energy 
returne slowly but sure and especlally since it hag turned quite 
cool these last deys. | | 

| Daring the coming week I hope to straighten my postponed 


sorres pondence out and ship some few boxes with seede to the U.5. 
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assay’ 
I also send yet one small sample containing some dry 
beetles. 
With best of regards to you all, I am, 
Yours respectfully, 
Peking, China, 
Oct. 26, 1907. 
Mr, August Mayer, 
In Charge of the U. 5. Plant Introduction Garden, 
Chico, California, U. S. A. 
Dear Sir 


| enae Bp 


Coming back to Pe 





ng, after an absence of 4 month's, I 
find three letters from you awaiting me, n.1l., one dated June 18th, 
one July 16th, and one Aug. 12th, 'O7, 

T om glad the seeds and roots reached you 0.K, except these 
two roote No. 651, which is a great pity as it is a very ornamental 
little plant. Well, perhaps 7 come across it agsin some day. 

Herewith I am sending you by Jap. parcel post one bag of 
seeds of an oleaceous tree, No. 740a, It is a very ornamental tree 
and may become highly appreciated in the 5.7, part of the U.S. I 
also send you by Jap. sample post, 1 smallbag of bulbilli from a 
yem (No. 742a) which may become a foodplant in the irrigeted perts 
of the $.W. I suppose that these bulbiili will form rather small 
roots yet next year but after that I suppose they'll grow to their 
normal sizes. : 


Enci0sed are the two notes relating to this shipment. Very 
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soon 1 hope to ship you a few boxes with seeds. 
I om, 
Yours very truly, 


FPSABK N. MOYER, 
Agric, Explorer, U.S.A, 


Peking, China, 
November 2, 1907. 

Dear Mr. Foirehild: | 

Herewith 1 am sending you by Japanese parcel post three 
packages, One is labeled 745a to 763a end contains 19 different 
kinds of seeds of these numbers, The notes beloncine to them I en- 
close in this letter while I put the duplicate notes in the little 
box itself, 


The second package, also a little box, is labeled 765a and 





contains some red-flowering tuberose bulbs of this seme number, 


Enclosed is one note beloncing to it. 





Package No. 3 holds 72 photographs mumbered 308 to 379 
inclusive and it dives yon some idea what an interesting thing I saw 
in the rich Shantung Province. 

What do wom think of that large white-barked pine tree 
Mo. 352, Isn't it great? And that big Séphora No. 356, and these 
gnarled old Junipers end Thayas. Well there are too many to men- 
tion. 

A few of the pictures are not up to the mark and one 
doesn't know often why they should be so as I exercised all care 
with them as they should be. The Bumbers 38-311 cot spoiled by 
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437 4 
the very hot, moist weather vhile down south. 

IT myself om mot ag well as I wmld like to be but it 
Will pass away I hope. It is 8 atrange kini of tiredness and 
time passes away without being observed, ‘Uhether I have eaten 
something whmewhere poisonous or whether it is the rather rough 
times I experienced these last two years, I do not mow, ‘when 
the real winter eterte I think I will be able to shake it off. 

I just got your letter of Septesber 25 and though I 
haven't anawered you other letters in detail I will respond to 
thie one right away as I deem it very important personally, 

About the “mu tai shan. Yes, I will go back there this 
early winter and collect all of the material I cane It may ve 
that these conifers haven't been introduce yet as Prefesspr Sor- 
gent seems to think, 

About spending another year in Worth China, No, I would 
rather not do that. I want to set a short rest among my own white 
race #6 18 to learn aguin what they are doing and what needs they 
heve. After that I would like te see my old folks “in then I am 
ready for Central Asia. ‘That Central Asian region ie too inier- 
| esting to neglect lonc and as you KMow, our prime purpo se is to 


reat economic interest, I% ie very nice, 





indeed, iat Professor Sargont wishes ue to eoliect shrubs and 
trees. Oh, yes, they are taken in into the “bag” too but that 
work Gan always be done by an ordinary botenist who ie sent out 
privately or froma botanical gerdem, ‘he trouble is that pro- 
fessional botanists pay so very little respest to the etonomical 
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part of the wrk. them it is simply to obtain so many thousand 
of specii and the most important crops they pass by unheeded. I 
know that the world at large looka rather down upon the purely 
economical part of our work but my ideal im thia is juct to eol- 
lect botanical material enough to make it interesting, but that 
the main purpose ie always plante of economic importance, 

You say that you realise it my be a miatake to shift 
me from my work in China to amother field. Mo, Mr. Mairchild, 
it is most decidedly not, for I myself need o change. As you do 


realize, this work is hard upon a man, You just totice how few 





people really travel into the interior of Chima and thet is proof 
enough and although photographs and descriptions are often quite 
nice, the mags of unpleasant experiences is go great that it needs 
a considerable enthusiasm to contime it, And just a big of 
change in territory keeps one’s enxthusiagm going. 

And after all, this Central Agian country resembles 
Chins in a good many ways. Indeed, Turkestan is more or less 
Chinese, Your sugzestion of entering China agnain from the north 
west is most excellent. It would be expensive and hard, but what 
of that. If one passes through all right it sertainly would repay. 
I say, "4f ome passes through all right," for, Mr. Fairchild, the 


 ghanges of being murdered or dying from exhaustion or disease are 


by no means imaginary ones. Up to the wesent I have been lucky, 
but the before said dangers always hang above one like the sword 
of Damocl es. | 

Tt have been asking about the Tancut country in Mongolia 
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but there is at present mobody I kmew of who hae been there, but 
singe the Trans-Siberian railroad has been built it isn't so very 
inaccessible any more. From Omsk, Tomek, Achinsk and Irkutsk there 
are roads running into it. It seems to be a very cold country 
but with lote of vegetation here and there upon the mountains, 

Iam once in the Central Asian territories I may find 
Russian traders who have been there. Cowld you be se kind and 
write me in a next letter what partienlar localities in Central 
Asia are in consideration by you at the present? It will help 
me in obtaining Information beforehand. 

About Professor Sargent's suggestion of collecting in 
the forests north of Peking, yea, that could be done by someone 
@lee or after I return from MideAgla. ‘this winter I will probably 
go up as far as Johol to collect acorns and seede of trees of 
which I am informed thee sre s good muy in the neighborhood. 

Minister Rockhill hag left for the United States and Tf 
¢an't ask him any informtion now abows different things and just 
at the present t ere is no real traveller in the United States 
Leg: tion. 

About seeing Mr, Yileson in Tehang. ‘Yell, I wouldn't 
mind it, thought it is mach out of my way. I wish you would leave 
it to m@e You see I have very much to go do this winter and it 
ight break my work considerably if I had to do it, but let me 
gay that I will try to see him. I ma writing now to him asking 
how leng he will stay in Tehang before going farther Vest. 

You my that I haven't mid much about my plans for the 
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winter. Well, I have very mach to do, indeed, to cover mrts of 
Shansi again, the region around Peking and that whole Shantung 
| territory and if possible collect in Mukden, Lisoyang and Delay. 
In all three places I have spotted out things which I couldn't 
obtain last year because of that telegram to moot Wileon in 
Spanghai, ‘Then I get my bamboo shipments from Denged, and Last 
but not least the tonite oranges from Wenchow and the lichees 
from Canton, all thinga I want to wang ott ne so as to give 
this tour a fitting end, for a man never low whetha@r he is 
able to return again, 
| You ask me to express my opinion frankly about future 

intentions of siahsteedon work in China, Well, as I have written 
elready before, this is a tremendous country with hoete of impor- 
tant, unintroduced things os yet and several omplorers will have 
all they oan do for thie next ten or twenty years, if not longer, 
and as such I am willing to de my share in it, But I will mike 
some sucgestions. 

lat. It would be o good thing if a person could be 
appointed in Shanghai who could take care of our shipments and 
forward them, who could also store seeds, herbarium mterial, 
baggeme, stationery, etc. Now, I have lote of trouble in re- 
ceiving and forwarding shipments and I always depend when the 
goad will. of others and people are sometimes én busy to take 
care of someone s elee interests, 

gud. Po appotas another explorer who loved the warmer 


parts of the world better than the cold ones and to let him 
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ae te 
explore the regions South of the Yangtse River and especially the 
‘whole southesstern coast region of Ching where lots of interesting 
things exist fit for the Gulf States, 

Srde To facilitate the fimaneial arrangements with the 
Agrioultureal Explorers, by giving them a fixed sum per dey for 
living expenses without having to procure bilis of every little 
bit of an expense they enter into. fs is often very undignified 
for one when buying some things or when having elept in a tumble 
down shanty te ask for a written bill. 

4th. Not te let an explorer etay longer than three 
years away from America. The hardships and the misging of con 
panions and the racial differences and ol] the other more or less 
disagreeable things make one lose more energy than when living 
ina cg viliged country. 

Well, these are at the present the mont urgent sugeee~ 
tions I have to mke. 

This coming week I will try to anewer the remaining 
mail from you, JI am, Mr» Fairchild, 

| Yours respectfully, 


PRLS BOYER 
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Peking, China, 
Nov. 2, 1907, 
Mr. Aug. Mayer, 
In Charge of the U. S. Plant Introduction Garden, 
Chico, California, U.5.A, 
Dear Sir: | 
Herewith 1 send you p. Japanese parcel post, 1 small box, 
containing some bulbs of the red flowering tuberose. I also en- 
closed in that package, a bulb of anwmimown plant to me. It is 
probably a Licoris, but it isn't worth giving it a special descrip- 
tion as it may be a weed, | 
The package is numbered 765a, corresponding with the number 
of the bulbs and the descriptive note, which I herewith enclose, 
Hoping things reach you in good shape, I an, 
Yours very truly, 
PRANK 4B. 





Peking, China, 
Hov. 6, 1907. 
Mr, Aug. Mayer, 
In Charge of the U.S, Plant Introduction Garden, 
Chico, California, U. S.A. 
Dear Sirt 
| Herewith } am sending you, p. Jap. Parcel post, 1 small 
box containing tubers of the "Kan lo" or Stachys affinis, I think 
the best way to do with them, is to keep them in moist soil, until 
spring, on a cool place and then to plant them out in the field, 
The tubers are probably winterhard. The package is labeled 23, En~ 
closed the note relating to it, 
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436, 73 / 
Hoping it reaches you 0.K,, I an, | 
Yours very truly, 


PRANK M, MEYER 
Agric. Explorer. 


Peking, China, 
November 5, 1907, 
Dear Mir. Pairchilds 

Today I sent you by Japanese sample post one package contain- 
ing grass plants with seeds on them, It is labeled 764a, As I wrote 
on the enclosed card, 1 dc not take any responsibilities upon me while 
sending this grass. "Why do you send it then?” you will say. Well 
you ses, it grows in such strongly alkaline soils and can stand even 
a bit of black alkali that it may be tried in such places. Sheep 
probably will keep it in control but when once in the alfalfa fields 
nobody can keep it dewm. If it is kmown already, so much the detter. 
Then they probably found means already to check it. 

These last days 1 am busy with the packing in of the collec- 
ted seeds and describing them. Shipping fecilities are very bad here. 
I may have to bring them to Tientsin myself, 

, Well, my head feels less tired and I will try to answer your 
mail now, 


1907, signed by Mr, Lisle Morrison, stating 





that several small bundles containing strong envelopes, a collapsible 
Lekter file and two dozen field notebooks have been sent to me. Tes, 
will you thank him, please for it. I received allthings 0.% If on 
these envelopes the words, “U.5,Department of Agriculture" and 
"Yashington, D.C,, U.S.A." had been omitted, would — been pre- 
ferable. I often write to Chico and to shipping agencies, American 
consuls, missionaries, ete. and 
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these words have to be scratched then, 


Letter of June 24, 1907, A very lengthy one thie is. 





Yea, about this unased 3500 20. I understand thet I only had 
$4500 to spend for the fiseal year 1906«1907, 

About my promotion, for which I feel very grateful, I 
wrote you already. I took the Oath also here before Mr. Haskins 
of the Legation and I trust the papers have reached you since in 
good shape, | 

I filled the appliestion out for Who's who in America 
though I don't gee why they should ask me. I am only beginning 
to do some work and one’s health may not allow one to contime 
it for long. 


roblems. I am very gled to hear of the 





establishment of « propageting garden at Ames, Iowa, It isa 
pretty cold locality there, isn't it? 

I looked over the copy from the Chief of the Bureau to 
Gol. O. Le Watrvous and think it a very pleasing thing thet the | 
Demwrtment is assisting the state experimental station and the 
private growers. ‘That will give us a chance to get more men out 
' in the neax futur. 

About Central Asia. As I wrote you in my last letter, 
a wae bit of informtion concerming the exact localities would 
be quite welcome, “hen I spoke of my intentions to co to Central 
Asia I had Russian and Chinese Turkestan in mind, also Northern 
Persia, but if we need fruite for the upmr Mesissippi Valley, 
then I will have to go more into Siberia, although the highlands 
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of the aforesaid countries will offer also something im our line. 


ee. 


All these countries are beathly overrun with brigande, ‘That is 
not the most pleasant part of it; for when plundered out, what 
can one do? Yes, I would like to spend some time in 3t. Peters- 
burg, first to lookrover the rich Asian mterial they have in the 
herbarium and second to learn Wis atadk more thoroughly, I myself 
Like the Rogsians and ean get alongs with them splendidly. Even 
if some of them tried to help me to another world, I do not feel 


bad toward them, 





, | island. Yes, this coming apring 
I will eollest all the varieties there snd send them to you so 
ag to clear the problem of vhere the"Minnesota amber” came from. 

About soap trees. Thank you for the coples from the 
gentlemen interested in it. ‘hen T can I will try to cet seeds 
of the Sapindus sspormaria, though I heven't seen then for sale 
ag yet. One always geo@ dow south the Gymwnocladus chinensis 
exposed and the seeds are gererally full of wevlls. Up North 
the Gleditesia chinensis is sparingly seen for sale and is also 

| most times weevil ridden. These weevils seom to have & special 

iiking for all Leguminasae, for instance, it is almost impossible 
to find sounds seeds of Albissia Julibrissin and A. chinensis. 

The yellow rose, Rose Xanth? nits Yes, I gent you a smell 
bag umler No. 746a end when in Shensi this winter I will send you 
more, The photos No. 283 and 204 give you ea good idea whet a 
beaut fol effect it makes, And the Chinese know ite good qualitics 
by grafting their fine tea rogeg on it. “he roots, howefer, can't 


stand water very mach, 
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yg About the peonties in Wester Shantunge NO, sorry to say 
I haven't been in the best district as yet. Just all these things 
are in thet notorious robber region around Tehow Chow Fue. this 
winter, though, I hope to visit it. You had better pray for me 
vefo rehand! | 

| fwo letters of June 27, 1907, One about the shipment 
of the notebooks and envelopes to me about which I wrote at the 
beginning of my letter and the other letter is about Chinese oats 
for Mr. Ce. P, Ball at St. Mul, Minneaote. If am sending you a 
stall bag of oats to Chico under No. 605a. %o I will inform Mr. 
August to send it to you as soom as the boxes arrive at his sta- 
tion. My seeds, though, are hull-les so IT am afraid he cantt 
see much on then I am going $o procure more,though when agnin 
in Shensi, Oats are a very rare article im China so far «8 my 
experience goes, It is only in the very high mountain districts 
one finds them. | 

Letter of June £9, 1907, stating thet you paid 515.60 

for the renewal premium on my bond. Hany Sanies te you. ome 
of these days I will settle all these mtters, 
«*$aGGLetter of ; 


5, 4907. In which you are informing 





me about the transmission of a draft for (1900 gold, through the 
State Departwent and Minister Rockhill. Yes, I acknowledged this 
already in a former letter. [ didn’t cash it .# yet as T really 
om waiting for the settlement of my accounts for the quarter 
April-June, 1907. When this settlement arrives I will remit my 


surplus to the Treasury Department. 
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. 5, 1907, with enclosures from Mr. 
Estabrook regarding payment of 915,00 for renewal of premium on 
bond, also enclosing my letter of authorigation lo, 235, Re~ 
ceived with thanks. 

Let Letter of July 12, 1907, regarding the guide who 
went with Mre Bailey “illis. Yes, he isn’t any more in Peking. 
He seoms to have entered commercial life in Tientesin. His English 
is said to be extraordinarily good for a Chinaman and he has 
become a high-priced man, thet is, earning a salary of about 
9100 Mexican per month which is very much, indeed, for a China 
man of the lower ranks. 
zm Letter of 


rp 1k, 1907, about returning the une 





expended balance of last year's appropriation and settling the 
financial matters for the past fiscal years Yes, I will do this 
a8 soon as I receive the Treasury's settlement of this meatier; 
perhaps even before that receipt as it doesn't soem to be forth- 
eoming Very soot. 

Letter of July 13, 1907. Yes, I will pay particular 
attention to insects preying upon scales. If the Chinese only 


had an experimental station samemere acre managed by an intel- 





ligent foreigner, how much they could assist us in all of our 
work. | aa 

About the intended exhibition this fall; no, there 
won't be any os IT wrote you elready some months ago, I wish, 
though, they would do it for I might discover some new things 
in the fruit and vegetable Lines 
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Letter of July 17, 1907, regarding the difficulties of 
finding out plant names from the Chinese. ‘Well, yes, this is a 
very difficulty problem, one reslly is never sure of gobting the 
right name and as I wrote already the names change in different 
locations, How, for instance, I wlll take the plum-cot, It is 
ealled Lieshing in “astern Shantung and Li+mi-shing in Central 
Shantung and ching~mee in the southwestern part, but in the region 
around Peking Shing-me is a newtarine and in Hanchow it is » 
elingstone apricot. ‘So this shows you what aiffieultics one 
encounters evon in cultivated plants and wild plants vary a good 
deal more in thelr nomonclature, 

fo, I didm't see thet work sbout Central Chinn by Ir. 
Diele. Y would be delighted to make ites acquaintance, for you 
realize we are rather eut off from the world out here, especially 
in botanical matters. 

You ask vhether the given names in that bok wouldnnot 
have been valuable te an explorer im that part of Chima, Oh, yes, 
they most certainly have when the locations have been given, ‘ut, 
of eourve, ome can's gay thet wach and awh @ name holds good for 
an enormous region like Central China. It is like speaking of 
Central “urope. No men would mippose that in this last nemed 
region one name could be of general use, That ia just the mistake 
we all mke, We talk about china as if it were a comtry like the 
United States where only one language is the universal med tum of 
conversstion, but when we begin to compare China with Surope or 


with India, then we come to o clearer underatnmiing. ‘The reason 
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everybody takes China to be a homocenous country has been caused 
by ite having one central covernment end by having only one 
official written languase., There are, of course, several distinct 
written languages here, but they are not offidially recognised, 
vhich is a Blessing indeed, And yet, om the main gate of Peking 
one finds ancient Yanchu side by side with Chinese ani on the 
door posts of Mohammedans ong always observes the apostrophy-Like 
characters of Arabic. In Buddhiet temples one often finds three 
or four different written Mestern tongues on the stone tedlets, 
showing how this religion wes brought from India te this lend, 

About this new persimmon, Diospyros armta, no, T never 
heard of it before. But that needn’t be « suprise, for the pro- 
ducts of China are almost unknowi outside their limited districts. 

The three varieties of Persimmons for gale here in 
Peking have been put up ma in Chinese alcohol. I am going to 
send thom te you some of thege days or perhaps i will’ take them 
with me thi ¢oming springs 

T am also looking for an agri wt to paint them on a paper 
in their natures] sine and colors. 


About the copper Labels of which you speak. Yes, I 


received the Nols 151«300 inclusive ond also those from 7OL=L901, 


Of course, I won't be sable to use them all, but I will retain them 
for my Central Asian work if everything goes well. 

About the cultivation of auricote in the “astern states. 
Ho, you are telling me a novelty by mentioning thet district near 


Lake Seneea, Mew York, where they are being grown, I never saw 
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443. 
any fruits exposed for sale in the Eastern cities. 

With regard to inquiries about the localities where 
the Imperial Court gets ite fruits, I am sorry te say that no 
answer has been forthcoming as yet, beyond a statement from the 
T. Board of Agriculture that investigations would be made and 
& list would be sent, but as you know, the Eastern ways of doing 
things, it may take many months if not years before we will get 
that list. 

Letter of July 29, 1907, emlosing a copy of Lever 
Brothers’ letter for information about the Tallow tree. Well, 

I haven't been myself enough down in Bentral China to be able 

. $0 tell you much about it. I may mention this fact, that I have 
been told that the best quality of Tallow comes from Hin hua fu 

in the central part of the Chekiang province. All around Hanchow 
and Dongsi one finds the trees growing along the canals. Gen« 
erally they are not higher than 8 - 12 feet and most of them are 
grafted. Iam in correspondence with some missionaries about these 
problems but didn't receive any answers as yet. 

Mr. MeGregor of the Public Gardens at Shanghai informed 
me that in Shanghai itself the Climate is deemed too cool to 
perfect the fatty matter and that the Stillingia oil @ nes from 
the Chekiang province. He also received a letter from Lever 
Brothers for information on this subject. He is investigeting 
tb now and we may receive some more details about it. 


Letter of August 1, 1907, containing also a copy from 


a letter of the Bureau of Entomology about the scale insect attack- 
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tbe 
ing Apricots. Thank you, I am glad T find in the insect line 
some unknown mterial. ‘henever possible I will collect this 
kind of mterial, 

Letter of August £9, 1907, written by vir, “alter Fisher. 
Mr. Fisher wrote quite a plmsant account of how some of my 
introductions are getting slong in Chico, like the apricots, 
milberries, Willows, poplars, etc, This is always met pleasing 
information to me, for after e11, wha wouki it amount te if the 
things didn't succeed at home? This exploring and oollecting is 
only a side-isesue. the growing of the things in America is the 
thing. 

In this letter were some pages with photos from the 
New Jersey Agricultural ix periment Station showing some of the 
cabbages I sent from this country, How quick this world moves} 

I hardly expected to see these things already in print, 

Letter of September 5, 1907, containing also a report 
on the climste of Mastern Asia by Mr. Alfred J, Henry of the 
Weather iit Thank you very much, It contains interesting 
information. 

Letter of September 10, 1907, written by Mr. Fisher, 
asking m for some mre material of the infested mulberry leaves. 
Iam in correspondence about it, but didn’t receive a reply as yet. 

Aho inquiring whether I can find out more about the 
tallow and wood mut ofl trees. I touched this point already on 
pege 10, I have written a letter to Mr. “ilson at Tehang asking 


him to collect seeds and information about these matters and soon 
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44.5. 
hope to hear from him, | 

Well, thie letter was the last one I had to answer and 
890 now Iam through. Would you be so kind and thank Me. Fisher 
for his letters. I only wrote him a postal and as his letters 
apply to your charge, I answered them through you. 

| November 7, 1907. 

I am forwarding to you by Japanese parcel post one 
8iall package containing fresh tubers of the “Kan lo” Stachys 
affines, labeled No. 25, which fe the number I inquired about 
as being absent. These tubers my prove to be a nice little 
cropsfor the semi-arid regions of the United States where they 
have irrigation at hand. I see on page 1060, Yol. II, of Bret 
Schneider's history of Bbbanical Discoveries in China that the 
tubers are also being grown in America. Well, I never saw them 
there. They surely are rere. I am aleo sending « similar 
quantity to chico. I euspect them to thrive there much better 
than in Washington, it being a dry-country plant. 

I have had mach correspondence of late comerning the 
two boxes of stationery that were sent to me. But, glad to my 
I got them at last. They seem to have been stored somewhere in 
Mentein. The seed envelopes, the one box contains, are not 
marvels of shvength. I won't employ them for direct shipment 
as they most probably wuld break in transit. To use them like 
I do these soft, blue Japanese bags and putting them in a box, 
yes, that will go 6., I enclose one of them for your own per- 


sonal trial as relating to its strength, 


his towers of Sed Torte taal git Caw aettes lg tdie gh ter = mis item 

sedalt .t viodt fue Sats oe ed goy bine? .dguerdt asl ‘wou oe 

aqoddel etd @4 buo tntedd a Wid oftror white. P°_.aitetde t etd ret 

1 OE a saartaaclie matt bexewsne T smarter tit2 

” Roer (Vv todmeran » | om arco le spdihtety wma mua smahe" ab 

ging te0g Leow q ese mag at yO rey oF gakbtewr ot ae quarnrad fate 

‘egitoste “et tak” eff to wredet ‘feet? gubdtiainco” eypsdoaqg i Lams 

 tvoda borkoakt f todeum® eM? et Moldy \68 Ge De ledal yeeattte 
Cgthett oaks @ od oF evesd Ger eredet odbar--atnbeda! gubodinn 

“od? ered votate betiny edt te enotget bira-imee edt aodaqon® 


fous Yo ,Tl .fo¥ ,080L eydt me oe T Vbakd de HeReghrtl eved 


ad? gad? anidd #2 eo frevede At feotmates to exeteld eb lemiog 
fed? wae ‘evan T ,fie® JeeicomA a) overh gaked cules ete exedat 


softnte = grinted dafe'me t sotet See ylowe yet ywwds 


 se¢ted doum ovo dt ov'brtt et modt tosgrme I ood ot ytiduagp 


"oti tandoaenh uted #2 vant at tate 


odd gnlicroonde ‘etal ta ‘panet mexraotee 9 Soot Bari atts seine 
‘gen of hele tu om of daee etow tad? yremolttata Io sexed ‘ews 
dd erodwdcon ‘Dotote dood stad ot meen yo? staal ta mode tog 1 

gon ats jantedted xed eno oft ,eoqolévae bose od? Gntadnelt 

 ghomyhid doouth zoY sleds YeLone Maw To VAegRORtE: outa 20% forsee 
pdt mod som of tenant mt Zeon” Bani elenderg teem yous ws 
xcd a RE met artgted ith aged essasqabl exit qPteeecode abit 
coed ie “uroy bP monte te ate ‘eselon f or) eviae Ferg. 


rae “) ‘ im np he My 

Ve ON ia 
pete be es, AS A 
- ts 6% 


arrest na eet a 


5 4 
¢ 






wa 


446, 
IT enclose also a small seed bag, Yould it be possible 
to send me 500 pieces of them by sample or parcel post? 
| The Gopper labels sent to me run to 1901. Is this 

correct? There was just enough space left in the box te put 
im another paper box with the remaining 100 so that & would 
have been up to 2000, I just wondered if they had perkaps been 
taken out. If not, all right, I don't want them as I have 
enouch for a few seasons, 

7 There is an awful dust storm blowing in Peking today 


and the leaves of the Allanthus glandulosa are coming down by 


_ the bughel, ‘Ye slso had a few sharp frosts and real winter is 


faet approaching, 
The variety of fruits exposed for sale isn't at all 


as great as when I came here first in 1905, ‘The summer has been 


exceedingly dry and hot and the Chinese say that it has been a 


bad year for fruits. 

This letter ie enclosed in the new envelope, Ww you 
may be able to judge ite wearing properties. 

Well, hoping that this message ‘finds you in good health 


and spirits and with best regards to you all, I am 


Yours respectfully, 


FRANK N, MEY i. 
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447, 
Peking, China, 
November 8, 1907. 

Dear Mr. Fairchil ds 

Last night I received your letter of September 26 enclos- 
ing also Mr. Yappone’s letter of Saptember 14, 

Yes, I have answored them straight away and also those 
letters and inquiries sent to me in your financial letter of 
July 12, 


It is # blessing that these fiscal affairs de not have 


to be tended to every day, otherwise they would soon fine mo in 


the lunatic asylum or on a South Sea Island away from these kinds 
of worries. I will never become a financier, that is 8 sure 
thing! 

Iam sending also in this envelope a draft fer 0350.00 
gold to Mr. A. Zappone. ‘This mney is the unexpended balance 
of the past fiscal year. ‘The exact amount seems to be $648.61 
gold, but I hate these uneven numbers and 7 am afraid with my 
explanations of differences, it won't be exact anyway. 

I ought to have a banker in tashington who would arrange 
all my monetary matters, vould ench a thing be possible? fer 
instance, the paying of my bond premiums, the pagtnimto the 
Treasury of unexpended balances, transferring money, ete. 

In the letter from Mr. gappone occurs the item, "As 
per my letter of September 10, 1907," concerning directing to 
the credit of the freasurer of the United States the unexpendied 
balance of the past fiscal your. Well, do you know that is 
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448, 


probably the letter I have been waiting for and which is as such 
apparently lost. I hope it didn't contain important things, 

Would you be so kind and turn the enclosed letter and 
draft over to Mr. A, Gappone. If you find anything in it that 
you think worth correcting, please do so. 

Tonight I am sending four cases with seeds to Chico 
via Tientsin, Shanghai, Seattle, so it will be a long time before 
you will hear of their arrival. I will send you the notes, thouch, 
retaining to them tomorrow. 

With best wishes, I am, 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK HN. MEYSR, 


Peking, China, 
Bov. 11, '07. 
Mr, August Mayer, 
' In Charge of the U. &. Plant Introduction Garden, 
Chico, Calif., U.S.A. 
Dear Sirs 
Herewith I am sending you p. dananese sample post, 


2 packages containing seeds of the following Nos. 827a, 828a, 
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448a, 


829a, 8a, BSla, & B22a, 
Enclosed are the notes relating to them, 


Yours very truly, 


FRANK NH. METER 


Agric. Explorer, U.5.A, 


Peking, China, 
November 14, 1907. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

Herewith I am sending you by Japanese parcel post one 
sample of seeds mumbered 826a, I enclose the note relating to 
it and several other notes belonging to things sent to Chico or 
being duplicates. 

i hope to leave this afternoon for Tung-chou by train - 
only half an hour's ride ~ and then by mules to the forests between 
Teung wa and Jehol. My permit didn't arrive as yet, mt as it 
may take Heavens ‘eine how long, 1 arranged with the Legation to 



















Hau os Te aes te ee NE runic Pe ae ee ee 
tie BA BBE RSL RRR RNR gale AR A ae St 


gar iad #8 ay 6F ge ae AD Rent a 
hie taba y Riel oe i £3 Y cae Pat, ate pt ad heph. BS vo ath 


Gace £2 BE Apri nat ial Bs oar ree ath eB ia snaiy! fo 
TEM. SARE, oh Sw nie T. a palsies Sib ews sats ss 
Be DEI sper sci beet tM 3 ty hast aad 





= 
% 
« 
ve 
e 
oy 
Ss 
S 
LS 
3 
ie 
x 
. 
ane 
ez 
& 


of ftw 2 Ga ee eeet algal Aletonet ate 


ems’ . cede Ge ewy bows Like i _ ee doth wit oe. woot a wy 4 
wea a wen “" pataater 
Atta I waded tees a20 


Moowes oad 








el gg gore pal socetet te es ovast ot 2 eet t 


tt ee tod on, as ontum 5 Hab BD — bale 


| eae eeote Fish ene. e 
od nottagel on dete ; ol ng gE pc 
os m Ps aan * amg Cael 


G49 4 , 
have it wired to me. 
| My health has much improved and when out in the wilder- 
ness again I will be very soon the same ac I was Last winter. 
With best of regards, I am 
Yours respectfully, 


FRANC NH. MEYER» 


Peking, China, 
November &, 1907. 
Mr. August Mayer, | 
Chics, California. 
Dear Sir; 
This evening I forward to you through the China jovare 
ing and eeprest Company in Peking four heavy cases with seeds. 

7 These cases are marked 1, II, III, and IV and will reach you 
through Mr. ® D, Benson, Dispatch Agent, in Seattle, Veashineton. 
As shipping facilities from North China to the United states are 
very tad, it will probably be severs] mnths before these four 
boxes reach you. They contein the numbers 7668 and 625a inclusive. 

I wish you would fumignte them upon arrival as aie are 
some weevils in som of the seeds. Mo. 768, Albizzia chinensis, 
espécially, is badly weevil eaten, ‘ould you be so kind as to 
forward different insects you misht find to the Entomological 


Division. They are very keen to obtain new bugs of any description. 
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450. 

No. 766a, a Zelkova, is very rare and I wish you would 
watch it closely. 

No. 7868 and 787a, Crataegus, will probably rest for a 
year or mre before gomminating, and as such please do not allow 
them to be thrown out. . 

No. 6028 is a hard wet land rice which Mr. Fairchild 
will send to people in the irrigated walleys of Uteh and California. 

No. 805a, mountain oats, would you send thom, please, to 
Washington, and No. 806a, mountain buckwheat, too. 

Of No. 909a, Prumis davidiana, there are several bushels - 
of seeds, As this plant ie an excellent stock for nearly sil 
stone fruits, you will have no trouble in disposing of them. 

No. 810a is « very rare dwarf sorghum, growing only 
three feet tall. Be good to it. 

. Mo. 8138 19 a dye plant, which I suspect to come from 
the South. Would you please sow some in the hot house and also 
sand some to Washington? 

Hos, 9220 ani 62% are samples to be sent to Washington, 

Of No. 826a I also wish you would send a sample to 
Washington. This is an ornenental pot plant but does well in the 
ground also. 

And as a last request, wuld you be so kind and send all 
the original labels with these Chinese characters on them to Mr. 
David Pairchild, for indexing? 

Very truly yours, 
FRANK N, MEYER. 
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Peking, Chinag, 
November 9, 1907, 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: 

last night I forwarded by the China Porwardi ng and 
Express Company, four boxed ¢ontaining seeds to the United States 
Plant Introduction Garden, Chico, California, U.SeA., ¢/o Mr. 

We De otis an, 214 Burke Building, Seattie, Washington, The four 
Cases are marked I, IZ, IIf and IV and contain the mumbers 766a- 
825a. 

There are several things in these cases which have to 
go to the Department eat Washington and I am writing to Mr. August 
Wayer about then, 

Iam also witing him to fumigate the seeds, for there 
are some weevils among them, Mo. 7688, for instance, ALbigzia 
chinensis, is bedly weevil eaten. I “ill write Bim to send some 
specimens to you for the “wtomoloagical Divi sion. 


Wost of the seeds have & label with them upon which the 


 Qhinese name is written in characters and in Roman letters. If 


will ask him to send you all these labels for indexing. 

Of the herd, wet land rice from Shansi, No, 802a, I 
aend as yet one sack; the other one will @me with e following 
shipment. | 

No. 805a, Mountain Oats, will aleo be sent to you for 
Wir, C. Pe Bull, in St. ful, Mimesota. 

No. 806a, a strange mountain buckwheat, may be fit for 


the very northern regions of the United States, 
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Well, there are probably some more things among these 
things which you rather wish to get in teshington and as I enclose 
herewith ol1 the notes relating to them, it will be an easy matter for 
you to select. 

Of course I admit that several months will pass before 
they will arrive in Chico, for--first they will g by train to 
Tientein, there they have to pass the custome; then they go either 
fo Kobe or to Shanghai and from there vin Seattle to chico. there 
are no direct lines from Yorth China to America, at least not yet. 
Now, before I get the bills of lading from Shanghal several weeks 
will have elapsed, so I hope you will have patience. 

I have applied for a permit to Prince Ching te be allowed 
to visit the Imperial palace grounds at Zehol and I hope sdon to 
obtain an answer. 

toni ght I talked with Or. Hopkins here about the woods 
to the south of Jehol and he knew another doctor who had been 
there and who reported it a most interesting region with plenty 
of big game, tigers, panthers, welves, wild boars, mountain sheep, 

—@te., but most marvellous of all, it 1s probably the only piace 
in the world so fur morth where monkeys live; this genticman, 
‘Drs Js H, Ingram is his name, reported that he saw lest month a 
drove of 200 strong. Isn't that strange? China must have had 

then as suth an ice~period like that Purope and North Amerion 
experienced. ‘There are also said to be atrange trees, but of 
course, I have so often been told these things that I will first 


have to see them myself before eslling them strange. Have they 
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got these morthern monkeys Slresdy im any of the Zoological 
Gardens in the United States? I Bnew, of course, long ago that 
near Tung hus at the astern Imperial Tombs which are pula of 
Jehol, monkeys were living, wt 1 thought that they had been 
liverated there and were only semi-wild, but when there are 
such big dgoves, then they probably are natives to the soil. 
I wok told they have heavy furs. I will try to gta few, if 
possible. You will say, "Why, Meyer, what an interest on take 
in monksys." Well, I will answer you, "One always takes an 
interest in his ancestors, doesn’t one?” 

By the middle of mext week I hope to be on the road 
agein and will probably stey out about one month, that is, if 
all goes well. I am afraid, thouzh, for my men when they get 
wind of large animals being about, Well, we will see. My in- 
terpreter, who is a Ranking man, has alrendy trouble with the 
cold ani I had to order him to put on warmer clothes, He spends 
too much of his money in cigarettes, but I can't interfere much 
with thet habit. If Chinese do not smoke opium, then they take 

~- tobaeeo and the last is still to be preferred. 
Well, with kind greetings, I am 
Yours respectilly, 
PRANK N. MYER. 
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SoA, 
Peking, China, 
Decenber 18, 1907. 
Dear Mr, Feirehild: 

Agein back in old Peking after an absence of over a 
month, and I find many letter from you awaiting me, also a copy 
of the Garden Magazine of November, or a Bulletin of Soy Bean 
varieties by Mr. Ball in which I see that my name has been 
immo rtalised alresay in the christening of a hunble, mot tied 
bean; what joy? ‘Then thet fine photo of the wild Chrys, sinense 
grown by Yr. Oliver fren my collected seedy. Well, for all this 
my sincere thanks to you, 

Then I got a mailbag containing two parcels of vouchers 
ami such things, also the bitter shell sround the sweet Kernels 
mamely, the Treasury Department's Circular No. 52 relating to 
new rong xe, account~currents, abstrects and Heavens Know what 
more, which enveloped the “daisy” phote of the Chrysanthemum. 

f collected quite a lot of things om my trip which I 
will send you shortly, but I had better first enewer your letters 
in which there are some items of rather hurrying moture. 

Letter of OCTOBER 7, 190%. A long one thie is. 

‘Yes, the hardy Bamboo from here may be hardier than 
anything there is just now in the United States, bet as you saw 
from the photos, it ie a small kind, really only fit for wind 
breaks and for flower~aticks manufacture, 

The dive gpruces and the white barked pines, I will 


try to take with me persomilly and leave e few at Chico and the 
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others at different points as you may see fit to decide. Can't 


wo give Utah and Southern Colorado a few, for the climate here — 


comes closer to that of the two above named states than to any 


other ° 


About the white barked Pine, I sent some small quantities 
of seeds two years aco under Noss 1578 to the Department at 
Vashington and under 136a and 1394 to Chico. XD4id they ever 
germinate? 

| There are, of course, several of these pines already 
in the United States but it is still an extremely rare tree. {[ 
saw 8 small one in the Arnold Arboretum and there are a few 
scattered through private collectééas, 

About showlik: Prefessor Shrgent eae photos of the Wa 
tal hss wegion. Yes, when I come back this spring I will, of 
course, have all the filma with me and I dare say there will be 
several people wanting copies, won't they? Well, then the Dee 
Saptiiente 2 photograph will have some work to ade 

The Bamboo~cables of which Mr. Yillie told yous Yes, 
they are very strong, though very clumsy ani somewhat dangerous 
to handle, their sharp splinters easily cutting one's hands to 
pieces, Whether the white races will take kindly to them isn't 
at all an seenset matter. I will Look Hr. “s EB, "mens of the 
American Trading Company up, though, and see, or rather hear, 
what he has to tell us all about thie matter. 

About the peony, of which [ sent photos 298 and 299, 


Well, I am not an expert in eonies and do not know what fine 
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forms have been introduced of late, but this one struck me ag a 
very fine variety, I will try to obtain some rents this coming 
next trip into the country. It grows close to the temple where 
the Chinese horse chestmtese grow which I will re-secure again and 
I hope the soil isn’t too deeply frozen for these temples are all 
at very sheltered Locat ions. 

About the hardy Bamboo, again. io, it is as I have 
mentioned already in former letters, only used ss an ornamental 
plant here up North. It requires too much care really to become 
& Very common plant here, Only the rich people have it in their 
gardens. 

| About Poplars in Tientsin as strest trees. Yell, they 
have two kinds here. Pf. tomentosa (which is phote 302) and 
Populus waveslens, P, tomentosa dies back when striking the 
strongly alkaline subsoil and P.» smaveblens is heavily attacked 
by a cancer=like disease, so really both trees are considered 
in Tientsin os unsatisfactory. 

Of both specie I have sent peltteae from time to time. 
There are varieties, though, of both, but especially of Yppulus 
suaveolens, I will think about sending some to Professor Sargent, 
though. I thins in Chico there must be a lot of stulf grow ing 
which will prove more and more valuable as time passes on, I am 
longing to overlook all my introductions. 

About the Banboos in tongsi., Yes, the freight my be 
high, but I will get more informtion sbvout that, And I am not 


making heavy expenses just now, ond think I will have enough 
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left to carry things through properly. And even if T have to pay 
some out of my own funds, I am willing to do it when it isn’t too 


much, of course, 


I will try to arrange with Mr, Kennedy at Dongsi to ship 
goine More bemboos when they have been found to be the thing we 
want and I think they are. 

The lowest temperatures in these bamboo regions are not 
Known to me, but it appears that they do not have such heavy 


freezes as we have down south every so many years. Thare are 


} expensive orchards of oranges ami loqats which do not show any 


eign at «ll of having suffered fromany severe freeze, Sut there 
are heavy now atorms, though, and the cold in some of the higher 
mountains is again #o great that orances won't grow on their 
slopes and yet there are big groves on some of these mountains. 

Chen Y write that we better first experiment with them 
in Porto Rico, it is minly for this reason. “e all know that a 
Plant from « certein climte thrives better when moved to a 


region a trifle warmer than ite former own than when transplanted 


_ into a colder clime and especially so for so far as winter tem- 


perature is concerned. So, when establishing these Bamboos in 


Porto Rico, we give them a better change at first and when once 


well established there, the distences and the eostis are ever so 


much more in favor of a thorough introduction into the different 


\ 
regions of the South than to Sranship them straight away here from 


the far Orient to aforesaid rogions. 
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The Banboo introduction is 6 slow problem, Fre 
Wairchild, you and I will be well advanced in years before 
our eyes will beboid thriving groves of this gigentic gress 
in our Southern states. 


Southern Texas is apparently aleo a very good region 


“to etart setting out some plantations of these timber bamboo, 


The sumer there is even much warmer than «round Shanghai for 
the bananas frait there quite regularly, a thing which ts oniy 
®& very, very high exception in central China and even then it is 
only the small one [{iusa chivensis, I believe). 

Iam very glad to hear, thet Mr, % P. Vight is going 
to have charge of the herbarium of our introductions. Most 
excellent! We were in need of such a thing. The Department is 
moving more and more along lines which in the old world are left 
over to private individuals and to institutions of learning and 
which there very often suffer for lace of funds and for proper 
care ant accomacdation, things that are less troublesome when the 
United States Sovervment supplies the means of upkeep. 

About maps. in China, Yes, I dare say my spelling may 
be perhaps quite aiterent from the one you see om your maps. 
There are three kinds of maps published in the white man's languages 
avout this country. nglish, German and Prench maps, and every one 
differs greatly in spelling with that of its rivais. TI use mostly 
the German Government maps of «hich I have the whole set of tustern 


Chinas The Prench maps contein many errors and the Pnglish mops 


gover only certain areas and are not available for ell of the 
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regiona I room in, I will take, of course, all my tmps with me 
and deposit them at the Department whether to be le ft there and 
thea waying hewW ones or perhaps only ia Rabie T do mot know as 
yet. 

The translation of the Chinese book om bamboos has 
been done by my interpreter, for so tar the names of the differant 
Kinds are concerned and for so far as o Locality wae mentioned 
and that is really suffictent fox ua. All of the books on sgri+ 
or horti-cultural matters contain an enormous amount of chaff and 
very little solid grain. ‘They aré full of stories and of plain 
lies, as the Chinese love truth much less than fiction. 70 us 
Western people most of their weitings ave hardly worth their salt. 
Mrs, Dr. Yamii Xin is st{ll in Chins, well, I didn't know what 
had become of her. Could you tell me where she resides? Yes, 
she might be able to assist us in translation and in securing 
the things, too, When I mot her in CGhefoo more than two years 
ago, r was only « few days in China and didn't realize how dif. 
fimlt » coumtry this was to find thinge. 

About my bowel troubles in this past sumser, well, I 
fast sey that with mre in my diet 1 con naurmge these things bettern 
than when using medicines, but I will try to find an American 
physician, who knows of this new treatment of internal parasites 
| which fe practiced in the Philippines and obtain hie advice, 
Foreigners all over the Orient guffer much more with bowel trouble 
than those at home, Partly due to the fearful unsanitary condi~ 
tions, on account of a weakened constitution due to the differente 
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in climate and in the way of living and partly to the quality 
and difference of the food they obtain now as to which they were 
used. But the winter here up North is our great blessing; then 
we all become fleshier and healthéer again, 

me sendonte with Mr, Hille about shipping the Ban» 
boos over to Nagasaki and from there by Government Transport 
whether it will save @ large freight bill, you ask. Yes, I 
think it wili, though, the plants will have a long journey through 
the tropies which may greatly offset the reduction in the price 
| of freight. 

That it wouldn't be necessary to ship the plants in the 
boxes in which they were grown. Ho, not absolutely necessary, 
but why should we take them out. They suffer a good deal from 
being knocked out of their receptacles and we would have to put 
them in lighter boxes or baskets anyway. And then the throwing 
about by the coolies would just réin them Now, we had better 
be somewhat liberal + bout these freight bilie, It doesn’t pay 
to treat such an important item as if the United States of 
Ameriean were 4 country like poor Turkey. 

About marking in details a good map of the regions Tf 
visited, yes, Iwill do it, but es it is such a smoll matter, 

I will do it when in ‘ashington again» I got all the dates in 
my note books and I will get then your personal suggestions in 
these MATEY ds | 

I have a litt of mny different people whom I Know and 


who gave mo mach advice, out, Wr. Mairchild, please do not think 
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461, | 
that it will be an easy mtter for these people te assist use 
Most of them are very busy people and few, very few, understand 
even simple shipping or are impogsibie to do so on account of 
the immense difficulties comected with gotting things from the 
interior to the const and from there to America, Our consuls 
will be able to help us much for eo far they are not too busy, 
but ina olity like Shanghai, we can't count upon our Consulate 
unless we appoint e special man in charge of this work and this 
really sevme to be onr best way to doe hie gentleman could have 
packing materfal in stock and send it to all those who could 
assist us, He could arrenge far repayment of costs to such people 
and being at Spanghal, he would have all the privileges of the 
American post office there, But-~and this is a very large but,<~ 
do take a very good man} 
Yes, T will try to get some sweet potateeaffrom Rastern 
Shantung for trial. Also the flat peaches, flet jujuves and plun- 
cote. Plenty of work yet ahead and it makes me feel epod, thouch 
Iam somevhat afreid I won't be able to get all thim-s finished 
this time, and this brings mé to your item of coming back earlier 
than you first though. Well, I heve venlly #0 much to do that it 
will ve early April I suspect before I leave old Ching behind me, 
| | I received an answer from Mrs Wilson, written in Tehang, 
‘ where he seems to heave his headcuarters, like I have in Peking, 
and he contampl at es to leave that city, westward bound, on or about 
oe: March the 10th. Y won't have time, of course, to visit the regions 
3 “he has beon in and £% would be merely a sociel visit ani as such 
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I hardly think I will do it, though, when through with my work 
earlier than I contemplate now, I may be able to do ao. 

In regard to thie contemplated visit ani to the hints, 
probably suggested by Professor Sargent, about covering too much 
territory, If feel obliged to tell you that my present engagement 
as an Rgricultural Uxplorer mrally forces me to cover cnormous 
areas so ane to find many good things. I could, of course, go to 
a region rich in plants as thet smej]1 district around the Tai 
ching Kong Temple, near Tsingtau and spend there a few months 
collecting botanic:l material, but I feel I have as yet & better 
migsion to fulfill, viz; the obtaining of products that will 
prove to be really of use to us in mitking our nation wealthier 
and better. A wotanist of somewhat lesa energy can be sent to 
a few rich districts in North China, though there are very, very 
few such districts. | 

On account of Mr. “ilson having been civen such a meg~ 
nificent rich territory in which so mony eminent collectors had 


already been at work in garnering # part of the harvest, and as 


such, he knowing very much about his districts, it often will 


appear to those not knowing the utterly different conditions of 
Northeastern China that one trevelling in thie last named gigantie 
empire works not ae hard in the obtaining of material as the one in 


the first named regions, And the chromic searcity of fuel here 


up North which is becoming greater and greater as the years pass 


on, makes everything which gan be burned of vilue ond so many, 


many a day did I see with sad eyes how even the last vestiges of 
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& once grand vegetation are removed with root and branch so as 
never to return ageine The Chinese are, as a race, the greatest 
despoflers of nature, There is no use talking about their 
literary qualities, etc, All these are offset by their enormous 
crimes in destroying the balances of nature, Every wild tree or 
shrub is mercilessly eut down, mostly with root and all, every 
edible bird is trapped and exten, every bird of song is caucht 
and kept in eaptivity, and what is the aspect of all thie? ‘Their 
mountains are barren, stony wattes which let the rains rush off 
with great velocity bearing with them arable soil and ‘tact 
their valleys with stoney and sandy matter, ‘Their climete gets 
drier yoar after year and famines result. ‘Their birds being 
exterminated, caperpillars of 211 descriptions multiply rapidly 
and destroy whole plantations of pine trees and catalpas and 
fruit orchards. And they see not what results befall them for 
their disastrous methods, The lust for greed and immediate gain 
fe so great with them that they mortgge their whole future wealth 

for it. 

In visiting the Upper Missiseippl Valley regione before 
the apples and pears bloom-eno, I hardly thing I will be able to 
do that. A few good conferences with real, practical men in the 
colder districts will sive me enough information when supplemented 
by visiting their orchards in the different regions.e I will be 
‘delighted to have Professor Beach of Ames to asvist me in this 
work, he being a resident so interested in the work, might tell 
me more in one hour than others could do in a week. 


No, no, your letter didn't give me indigestion as you 
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46%, 
jokingly referred to at the close, As long as firamial matters 
are not creeping in, then we fellows have a rather large capacity 
for holding cheerful and interesting messages in our mysterious 
brain cells. 

Letter of October 8, 1907, containing chrysanthemum 
Photo and Treasury Department circular Mo. 52 and letter attach ed 
to it from Wire A, Zmppone, announcing a supply of necessary voucher 
forms will be sent «8 soon as they are printed, Alas, that print- 
ing weht ali too soon, 

I was very pleased to see your foot-note that Mrs. Pair- 
ohild made a trial with the leaves of Vitex incisa, Sid you grow 7 
them at your own place? 

Letter of October 9, 1907, containing also lr. As 
Zaypone's letter of September 10, 1907. This must be the last 
letter I wrote about over a month ago» Well, I will have some 
talks with you about 211 these financial matters, that is, when 
Iam bac in Washington, after some months, The outcome thereof 
my change my plans for future exploring work radical ly. 

In former letters you gave me as your good opinion that 
these financial affairge were the necessary frame-work upon which 
successful exploration work could be executed. True, but when 
a francework gets too heavy, the whole structure comes right down 
with ite 

Letter of October ll, L907 mAs mentioning that the 30 
pounds of peach seeds hed arrived in Chico, 0.K. 


Letter of October 11, 1907,-B, containing a copy of Dr. 
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Trelease's letter and the unsigned letter with ite envelope, 
well this is a queer way of trying to obtain things. Somebody 
mast have been absent-minded, and if is in this case the Rev. 


Dr. W, Me Hayes of Ching coaw fu, Shantung, China, via Klochow, 





whom I met on August 22, 1907, while in Ching chaw fu, and I 
then advised him te apply to Dr» . Brelease of St. Louise, 
Missouri, to try to obtain a amall quantitg of Ogage Orange 
| seeds. How the letter camo to be mailed from New Wilmington, 
Pennsylvania, U.S.A» may be explained in this way as that Drs 
Hayes is an American missionary of the American Presbyterian 
miseion to China, and is a native of Pennsylvania, J am reburn- 
ing herewith the original letter, envelope and two 2-cent stamps. 
Letter of October 16, 1907, containing a copy of Mr. 
Shepard's letter of October 19, 19054 Yee, I certainly do re-~ 
member that I corresponded with you about it. We even hud it 
why Sues was to be preferred above the trane-acifie route with 
ite much shorter serfice, but yor see T have never been yet in 
the To»eKien province, It is rather far south, ami of Late there 
is plenty of trouble there between the revolutionists and the 
Government's regular troops. Fearful sccounte lek out once in 
awhile in some northern papers showing the troppe especially 
acting in barbarous ways. ‘The micslomries also are in danger 
there every so many weeks and in how far sims have been actually 
murdered, will probably be know after some time, one can't trust 
the newspaper accounts in these ut teres Sill, I am writing now 
to the missionaries of the Chrugh Mselonary Society which are 



























ad. pid 





 yetolowne. et) At be aodtel Hosp becr edt ‘ee natin ae P Len ce 
ybedeme seytlid miagde of. gadints er wen Ps a ak white: tte ig 4 
ae oni oman, elee ah ok ¢t! dem bobaimedasade need evnd team | 





ewodoek: aly gait tao 
ob bee ged werlo gu tad. mh oLtdw (gXOUL GBS perianal ae tom I aod | a 
(goodwed 400 Ic evoeled w® st) odouiaga of mi Doe tvhs meds oe. 
egies) wet 20 MPitusp Lema cintde-od ad ee twee 
 qtodun ody voi men? bed tamed of-omso rested: edtiwell',ebeoe 

ot todd es you aldt ak beomlaigqxe od Yam aAseut oinod Syenmot ‘@ 
gabrodydeon? aaobvecd odd ‘ne RE sno berth tia el eoysll i 
tertet ga I .elmey igemmeT) Bevev idan ‘eh bas: anche od goles in 
»wqmata tieo~S ord baw eqelevme etottoL fan igiaa edd abbertedcyah | ig 


ot! Seo yged a ri ke Ledstiod oy VOCs * gas tod jgteO te xotted bid ie F F rE 
9% ob ylakeduew Fool weORl qefwedeteo Ye todtel a'busqed 


#L bed gevo oW 8b otvoda yoy diiw Dbeboogserres of tadd tedaed 4 

" i) 

adhe ede 4.0f% faaioanan€. adt avods hewrdlexq od ot ane aout yaw Lae 
ae 

ah te, aeod aw red oad 1 soe soy ddd ,eabites | nottode dows at | 
ts 

4 


etedt etal to la ,dives tabctodtat eb 8I 4 ‘seonlverg notiaet aie a 
edd Dae stelno htaloves edt mecwted cotedt eldaortd wo yino iq. et i : 

ai eome ave seol eénrogge dettael saqoott wlio 2 noms" oD q 

(iaivedes agqest edd yaiwe da, sxoqey atoritom etes ab esti 

teganb at one owls aoixarotes tot ofl, seyar urotedtad bgrtios 
¢ilevtes seed evad emne 1st wod at das exteaw al oe re @ “ ste a oh 
dust d?mao on. «ombs 90 ae won od yl | ih | 
wom aci¢iqw ma T dha, swtotde oandtt ae — 
ote dotiy ¢tetuds xaanckee.Bt On sae a 1 





ir 


466, 
stationed at Kienning, Fo-Kien and where the fine black teas are 
said to come from. If they have left, however, I will get the 
letter back, I suppose. 

The tea seeds ripen in October, and as such one ought 
to be there in or about that month. If, 0f course, when I had the 
time, wuld collect enuttings and arafting wood and could send 
that through easily. I estimete the distance of that particular 
tea district about 6 or 7 days inland from Fooshow and Foochow 
is 2 or 3 days by steamboat from Shanghai and about 3 or 4 days 
from Hongkong. g0 it will require probably a month from either 
Shanghei or Hongkong to get the things, It mst be interesting 
there. In looking over my detail map I see that the Yy-ye Moun- 
tains are situated in the most Northern part of the Yo-Xien 
province, close to the borders of the Kiangsl and the Chekiang 
provinces ¥ don’t think there is moh trouble there. It seams 
to be more between Poochow and Amey, and from there on farther 
inland. There is always trouble, though, in these regione. 

The people have too much Malay blood in them and are of a hot 
toler. 

Letter of October 16, 1907, contuining a @ py of Mr, 
Carleton's letter about the dry land rice. Well, I am sadly 
surprised that my name dry land rice has been misunderstood. Tf 
never meant by it, rice that grew in the rainless deserts of 
Mongolia. No, simply rice that needs no irrigation, that it 
grows and matures in the northern country without getting any 


more water than the sorghum, millets, beans and other field crops 
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receive here in the form of the rather slight rainfall. And, as 
I mentioned in a former letter, that the people would be able to 
grow it at Chiesgo and New York, I certainly did not mean it to 
be grown in the dry, hot Sen Joaquin Valley. Wo, you had better 
plant some in Maryland, Mr. Fairchild, before we lose it again. 
It likes warm nights and swemer rains, just like Sorghum and In- 
dian corti. “ell, what else can I write about it. It loves a not 
too heavy 9011 which retains the moleture well, can be sown in 
rows one foot or 1g feet afart, sow not too hoavy and do it at 
the same time you would plant corn. eep the ground well hoed 
and harvest in fall, like one would do wheat or barley. 

T hope the seeds haven't been given to one person in 
one locality. Tt would be too bad if it was so. You wrote me 
that a gentleman in Oregon mas very much interested in this rice 
matter. Did he get some? I sent also some rice of which [ wrote 
it would be well fit for the irrigated valleys of Southern Uteh 
and of Galifornia for this was wet land rite. I wrote the things 
plainly on the notes and so it isn’t my fmit if they mixed them 
Ups Before I go farther on thia topic, I wish you would be so 
kind and send me s clear definition of how the rices are classi- 
fied aceomiing to their abilities of growing on submerged land, 
or an land, or on rather dry lands. Here, in China, every 
rice thet needs a permanent weter gupply that is growing on imain- 
dated fields, is called by all the foreigners a wet lend rice, and 
those rices growing on moist or on ordinary soils, needing no 


flooding, are called dry land rices, and I followed this nomen. 
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Clature, although I see mow ij ien't an expressive one. A number 
of the rice seeds [ sent in weren't actually seen growing by me 
in the fields as T wae too late or too early for that, and IT had 
to take the Chinaman's word for it, how they were grown, and 
Chinese love to misinform ono. 

Tt am giving herewith a list of the nuwabers under whidh 
I sent rices, 

No. 29a. “gold to me ag a dry land rice, but ae f only 
gaw wet irrigeted fields about, I took 1t to be a wet rice, 

Nos 39a. A rice growing on ordinary solle | 

Hos 40a, A vice growing on rather dry saniy eoils,’ 

Noe 49a. A rite growing on rather dry sandy soils, 
gald to be of softer quality than Tb. 40a. 

Wo. 156a. A rice growing on rether alkaline land, 

Nos 15%, A rice growing on rether moist and light soils. 


No. 260a, A reddish variety of rice growing on ordimry 


soila. 


Moi 7Oda, A large, white rice from Northern Yanchuria, 
growing on Light, no isture retaining soils. 

No» 70Gm. ProWably the game as No. 7Oda, 

Wo. 706a. A vice similar to 7O0¢a and 705e wut found 
aoeakine in drier localities. 
Noe 707a. A warlety of the above. 
No, 892a. A rice growing in wet fields, irrigated by 
mountain streamszat the tige of obtaining the seeds (May 6, 1907) 
the planta had been set out by hand dn the fields and were growing 
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in two inches of witer. The water is said to be withdrawn in 
the latter part of the summers This is as such probably a real 
wet rice, One gack of it sent th Chico, As If didn’t state on 
the note that it has to be grown inundated during at least part 
of its life, I think we hed better keep this variety out of 
experimentstion witjil I cen learn more about it. If will write 
to Mr, Mayer at Chico. | 

All the others, even Nos 29a, we can experiment with 
in all of those regione of the United States where sorghum and 
Indien corn ripen, and to give them the seme care ag we do the 
aforesaid cropa. 

30 I hope this ste*ement will be helpful in giving the 
people of the United States » rice which won't be looked upon ae 
@ tropical or an aquatic plant and that it will enable us to 
grow rice in locations heretofom never thought of. 

Letter of October 18, 190%, cw ntaintng a copy of Mr. 
Dewey's letter on my introduced hems (Cannabis). Sorry to hear: 
they did not turn out to be anything good. Yell, better to have 
tried and fsiked than never to have tried at all, don't you think 
80, too? 

: Letter of November 6, 1907, AbUkt the May-apple. Yes, 
there ate species of this here in Chim, but I never came across 
them yet, though im the robber infested neighborhood of Ninguta, | 
Northern Manchumia, there seems to be something like it growing. 
The mtives, however, couldn't supply me either with roots or seeds, 
They said as soon as it gets very warm weather the plant dies off 


and you couldn't fini it any more until spring. 
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How that you montion of perhaps going to experiment with 


the improvement of the May-apple, may I suggest to you also to try 


a hand at your own mative persimmon, Diospyros Virginians, of which 
there are supperior varieties scattered here and there, near All~ 
ington, Missouri, an hour or so south by train from St. Louis, 
Missouri, ‘there are some large fruited trees growing of which the 
fruits taste excellent. ‘hen I saw the small, sreenish~yellow 
froite of the wild Diospyros Kaki or Diaapyros Lotus this past 
summer in a valley near Taingteau, [ could hardly believe that the 
large, flat, orange-red seedless persimmon seen here in Peking 
and ites neichborhood could be an offspring of that insignificant 
wild one. | 

By the way, I pbtained on my recent trip a local variety 
of this persimmon of which the fruits on young trees often weicht 
one and oneshalf pounds apiece. I secured a couple of hundred 
scions of it and will ship them shortly. low, when we can begin 
to oroes our native persimmons with these fine oriental ones, who 
knows what marvels we can obtain, Of course, it will give us 
mostly hard guess, unless unforeseen influences tend to cive 
absolutely unthought of things. 

Do you know, I aleo found the walt (Juglans regia V 


@hinensis) growing wild in some mountain ravines? I got & small 


gack of tbe from an old priest who had collected them. ‘The muts 


gre not as those of the Persian walnut, but they differ not very 


mich, though, not even in size. Besides this walmt, the Juglans 


mandshurica grows there, and the chestnut, ani the apricot and 


Cie. 


* 


: ye pias belch ane Ca i), ae ema Ye nai sok ant Sh toes eh owt at 

itiw tuomivegxe of gaieg aqadieq to meltnes gey tad a SNEED 
he NS SG Se F525 social ed? 

Tid ob Gale soy 6 Yeomnue T yom yw dzangst on lo smomevertgut orld 

ao On sgads tee - 

doidy ta eaeatckgtv ereqee it noe bene tastes woy ve baad a 
1? eat 3 thadt evow ond 


~itA aon ox At hia oxod boreddaoe ‘te Mel tay tobeqque era exert 
£ et te 
yotiie "st ‘tod niend vd ‘Asdoe We 20 wed ta, badaatl cuotgal 


di id Se eae eee ee Side med ile 
elt doldw le netwewy sestd Sot leet ogy emee ots oie busoaa Iu 





2s 
> tn Y eye. «tt. of 
wolley-deineee: ,ilewe edt ada I meek! Rts me iS deat ef hurt? 


twaq «tae sited wergedht <e° baa sotucsold bite‘ oat te etier? 
ams ‘4 ita mk 
ii tommre 


edt Fudd ove Lied ‘edbiad Diwes I qimdgate? coat wile 2 


egia awe galbbal 
‘yelged “a2 ered nose some bet ag ‘téelbece ber e dal? eSatal 





s7ore Bigues 
waepitinntent gaté Fo edits mm od bleeo b emt ect pr 
a etiaty cide eudd 10? 


eg biliv 


eee ee ey Si ona i eter io wat hel Set betl estt. te. @Ange is 
yfeltey isvel # aad ineoe, yp ac demtatde I aw odd we. 


ta pigcet# 4 
t datew cedte ‘ieee annoy, ne edtert odd dot te to ‘iomilesbe edt Ye to. 


af eneksgaged, af 9 ty ig te 
herthigr ke alqses < bewone I ‘.ecesun thier ‘Fiedéen bie ene 


at se 
Rtynd so a nedw wet | Suibeodeteste ‘ett fhe bie #2 to ed 


m a cedtetl etyemet . 
odW ,aane [adielitc ont evedt (ithe esommk exq ovisen ise esoro of 


yi Say ea te & Oo. Bae vo os BIS ft 
‘dn oviy fibe't} oorzee' satadde aso ow adovaen dade @enes 


soven pot? Beiiel bin: boket 
“sv 69 Bitet soonew fin! agssorctus eeeday s8600p baad nee 


Be g 
obat 


3 segald? te tdysodtaw yf otal 
“Y satged ehetagt) ati a ‘trae cute 1 jwoms wot te 
flow a Gol t ‘teenies Abadi once mb ‘bhtw sadwory signs 
iw totig bie na mov waned 46 dbae 








ood Wl” Savi ‘beveatios baat 
ce tx aa wt i a ae ll 8 lu Fao 
> at toe it iat ou ai Pe 


pp Wadia ill so oi wy sab. hie ede | cae ahgee 


ue Jeter — Yao oh matt ?‘apigon won, py 












471. 
the bush cherry, the original peach (Prume davidiana), a hard 
mat and the amall, blac®frui ted persimmon (Diospyros castata} 
and all wild, ‘his is in the Pang-shan mountains, e couple of 
days east, Northeast from Peking, The vegetation is of course 
artificially kept up by the priests, otherwise it wouid heave 
been removed already centuries ago» 
Well, Mr. Fairchild, everything has an end and so this 

epistle also. 

| With best regards to you all, I remain 

Yours respectfully, 
PRANK BN, MEYER. 

Py Se hese coming days { will send you many parcels with 


cubbings and seeds, the results of my recent trip. 


Peking, China, 
December 28, L907. 

Dear Mr, Pairchil ds 

Herewith I have the pleasure to forward to you 45 
parcels with cuttings and seeds of various plants, Talso send 
26 parcels to the Plant Introdustion Garden at Chico, ell by 
daiunene parcel post. | 

I am enclosing herewith the notes releting to these 
rate the numbere so as to facilitate 





ehipments, I wili also « 
matters. 
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Ae @ 1 parcel Entomological specimens A, 1 parcel. 


Extomological specimens B, 1 parcel 833a 1 parcel 
835a 2 parcels 36a 1 parcel i5l 5 parcels 
183 1 parcel] 154 1 parcel 159 1 parcel 
160 l parcel , 16. 1 parcel 166 1 pareel 
167 1 parcel 166 = parcel 162 «61 parcel 
170 lparcel j§§ 171 1 parcel «13. parcel 
1760s 1. -parcel «499. parcel, 180 1 parcel 
181 2h parcel 182 i parcel 1830S 1s parcel 
164 1 parcel 186 «1, parcel 18? 1 parcel 
189 = 1s parcel 193 «= parcel 194 id parcel 
195 1 parcel 1960 «6, parcel 197 1 parcel 
198 01s sparcel 199 1 parcel 201 1 parcel 
203 1 parcel 206 1 pareel 202 i parcel 


Altogether 45 packages. 

The two paclmges with entomological epecimens I wish 
you would please hand over to Ir. Marlett. I suppose that parcel 
A sontains some novelties in the line of insects. Tsreel 3, how- 
ever, are galis agein upon a ¢eltis for which br, Howard hed asked 
for more. 


Patkage A~(} contains some botanical curiosities in which 


perhaps you know somebody 1e interested. 


A is the red-berricd mistletoe from near Jehol, China, 
December 2, 1907, 
3B is a red-berried mistletoe upon a young branch of 


Populus suaveclens. ‘This branch can be made to root, but let us 


-- Bve 
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be careful in not allowing the mistletoe to fruit as it ie too 
dangerous a pest, infesting nearly all trees up north and thengh 
a large bunch of this mistletoe with its searlet berries is a 
beautiful sight, it plays too great a havoe with its poor hosts. 
From Jehol, North China, Dec ember 12, 1907. 

& is a yellowverried mistletoe, also from near Jehol, 
Chinn, December 5, 1907, A much rarer variety than the red one. 

D isa yublowberxted, deciduous Loranthus upon Quercus 
dentate near Jehol, North China, December 12, 1907. A rare plant! 

EB is the yellowberried Loranthus upon « hazelnut, Near 
Jehol, Worth China, December 12, 1907. 

F is s cot disease upon the original peach (Prunus 
davidiana). Only one specimen of 1% was seen during my travels. 
Near Jehol, North China, December 12, 1907, 

& isa fungoid disease upon the above causing the curl- 
ing up of the leaves and preventing the leaves from falling off, 
This seems to be the sume disease as that which attacks the apri- 
cots here and of which I forwaxmied some specimens two years ago. 
Prom Near Jehol, North Chinal, December 5, 1907. 

| Would you be eo kind, MY. Pairehila, and show the 
mistletoes to Mr. Oliver. I doubt if hebee ever seen then, 

I also would like it if you planted some chestmuts of 
Mo. S33a upon your own place for experimenting and also of No. 
835 and 6368, | 

Of Ho. 151 I sent one parcel to Chico while the remain 


ing five are an abundance of mterial for distribution from 
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4746 
without Washington, It is a valuable fruit. 

No. 1535 is a wild Vitis of which I would like to see 
the Arnold Arbordwa supplied with some, the same with les, 159, 
160, 180, 181, 182, 184, 186, 1873 189, 20193 for which Profes- 
sor Sargent has asked especially, 202 also wanted, 206 had better 
be given entirely to the Arusld Arboretum. I hope you will be 
able to give instroctions to the packing department to this 
effect. 

Noe 161 is & very good vertety of a Peral mon, not 
seedless though, but of fine flavor. 

Then there are many pears, some even good ones, Like 
Noa, 196 and 197, aleo 198. I do hope we will heave more Luck 
with them than with preceding shipments in this line. 

Woe. 170 and 171 are rere local verieties of crab apples 
worth experimenting with. 

Hos. 193 and 194 are the first shipments of Jujube 
varieties of which T hope to collet a whole collection this winter 
if all goes well. 

Shortly I hape to send some more seeds and probably some 
more cuttings but my 8 phagmam moss which I ordered long ago from 
Japan hasn't turned up as yot. I expect it every doy, though. 

Roping all things will be received in ood conditions, 
Tam | 

a Yours respectfully, 
FRANK N, MSYER. 


Pp. Ss I haven't gotten as yet sll of the Chinese characters 
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we, EPY fe 


of the collected material, as my interpreter left me in the midst 
of the Journey on account of it getting too cold for him? A 
substitute I tried proved to be totally unfit for the work, not 
Imowing even his own tongue. I am inquiring again here and there 
for a good and hardy man, bat that last quality is sadly wanting 
in this clase of men, The literary class of Chinese love nothing 
better than to lay my Vente bedateads when it is cold, I¢ is 
something fierce for us to have all these troubles with then as 
the country is difficult enough onyway. 
7.0. 
Peking, China, 
Dec, 22, 1907, 

lir, August Mayer, 

In Charge of the U. 5. Plant Sukwedustion Gaxien, 

Chico, Calif., U.S.A. 

Dear Sirt 

Herewith I am forwarding to you, by Japanese Parcel post 
ee parcels, containing cuttings and seeds. 

I enclose herewith the notes relating to them, 1'11 sige 
e@mmerate the mumbers, so as to facilitate matters. 


' 83%a 1 parcel, 8340, 1 parcel, 836a 2 parcels, 8362 1 parcel 


% 


2° wel * me 61 8 
a a ee oe a Ce 
41 8 wsi* iwi s 74 1 =«48 
761" #4ei * wis 186 1 4 
188 1 « i900 (6 vr 191 together with 207 1 pareel 
i921 * 200 «#1 " 204 lpareel 205 1 parcel 


Altogether 29 parcels, 
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anay, L- 


I enclose also the note relating to No. 160, because I referred 
on note 185 to that number. 

Would you be so kind and sow or stratify the chestnuts 
and acorns as soon as convenient. 

The large seedless persimmon No. 151 is well worth t arcing 
extra care for. Among the different small shrubs, like Deutsia, 
Philadelpims, etc. there may be some very useful hardy ornamental bushes 
found, 

I also reeeived your letter of October 29 "07 some time azo, 
in which you announce that the Lotus roots didm't carry well, Yes, 
I imow, the cold season ig much more to be preferred for roots and 
cuttings shipping but one rather takes a chance at such things as to 
let them escape one. “It is better to have tried and lost, as never to 
have tried at all! | 


Well, hoping this shipment reaches you in good condition, I 


Yours very truly, 


PRANK 8. KE t em 
Agricultural Explorer. 





Peking, China, 
| Jan, 2, 1908. 
. ir, August Mayer, 
‘Im Charge of the U. S. Plant Introduction Garden, 


| 
| 


Chico, Calif., U.S.A. 
Dear Sirt | 
 Herewith I am forwarding to you by Japanese Parcel post 1 


small box containing 25 packages of seeds, 
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I enclose the notes relating to them herewith, tut will 
eyumerate them also for facilitation, -~ No. 3, 840a, B4la, 842a, 
843a, 844a, 8452, B846a, 847= 8480, 8492, S50a, 8552, 854a, Sh5a, 856a, 
SS7a, 858a, 859a, 860a, S6la, 862a, 863a, 864a, 866a, 874a, 875a, 
876a, 877a, 878a, 880a, 88la, 882a, 88Ga, BB4a, 899, 

I also a@de@ to the secds 1 gmall packet containing 
4 seeds of a tall thistle. I didn't number it, on account of these 
seeds probably being dead, I wished however, you would sow 
them and see if you can raise a plant out of them, 

Ruclosed are also Motes 161 and 153 to which I refer- 
red on notes 842a and on 864a, 

Did the 4 cases with seeds arrive already. If so, would you 


be so kind and withdrew the sack with rice No. 802a out of experimenta- 


tion until I can gather some more information concerning its culture. 
It grows at least during the early part of its life in imumdated fields 
and I omitted to mention this on my note relating to it. Trusting 
this can be done, I am, Sir, 

Yours very truly, 


FRANK N. MEYER 
Agricultural Explorer. 


Peking, China, 
Jamuary 2, 1908. 
Dear Mr. Fairchilds 
foday 1 am sending you by Japanese varcel post one small box 
containing seeds and entomological specimens. 
I enclose the notes relating to them and will also enumerate 
them here’ 8372, 838a, 829a, 8S5la, 852a, 866a, B67a, 868a, 869a, 870a, 


87la, 872a, 874a, 879a, 885a, 886a, 887a, 888a, 889a, 890a, 891a, 
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892a, 893a, 894a, 895a, 896a, 897a, 898a, 900a, 

Then six small packages marked H.1.J.%.L.&i, and also one 
package labeled "Entomological specimens; alse one package containing 
three small bottles with insects and one paver bag with four lady birds 
inside, Would you be so kind and give these insects to those who are 
interested in them? 

The package labeled EH contains Algae, Lichens and Hevaticae, 
There may be some novelties among the Algae. 

i and L are fungi very rarely met. J is a curious little plant 
having the same shriveling up characteristics as certain Selaginallas have, 

| & contains seed spikes of a Labiate which I would like to be 
given to the Bureau of Chemistry for analysis of menthol or whatever tht 
fragrance may be. ‘That plant may have value in it for its antiseptic 
qualities. 

M contains some diseased peach fruits. I suppese it is a eali- 
known disease, though, | 

Nos, 85la and 852a are secds of a Celtis, probably Celtis bun- 
geamus, Professor Sargent has especially asked for this tree and I wish 
as such that you supply him with some and that you also send to Chico as 
the climate there will probably s#4¢ it better than in Washington, D.C. 

Then we have the Lespedeseas No, S866a, 867a, and 868a, of which 
I would like to see the Arnold Arboretum and Chico supplied with some. 

The Nos. 869a, 870a, 87la, 872a are probably valuable plants 
and I wish Chico would get 1/2 of each mumber. Also the same with 874s 
and 879a. 

The grasses, too, may be valuable and I would recommend sow- 
ing ‘them on sterilized soil. 

Hol 900a may be a novelty in the floral line and may be 

entrusted to Mr. Oliver. 
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4776 
I am also gending a similar box with seeds to the 


Plant Introduction Garden at Chico and enclose its notes together 


with those sent to you. 


On some of my motes you will often note the word "Shan" 
behind the name of » location, ‘Yell, that means mountain and f 
thought i wouldn't be a good thing to replace it by mountaing 
as the names wouldn't seem complete. 
Hoping this patkage reaches you in good con@ition, I am 
Yours respectfully, 
PRANK N. MAYER. 


Peking, China, 
Jamary 6, 1908. 
Dear Wr. Pairchild; 
ae Herewith I am forwarding to you my accounts for the past 
wnvter. I made them for the first time on the new vousher Powm 
No. 4 As I hadn't been sent continuation sheets I was obliged to 
use those of the old forms. 


I don't expect things to be found in perfect shape, but 


I think we had better let the thing remain until I come back, 


I have also been sent a Bhele lot of new forms which are 
of very little use to mo on my travels. ‘They may be all right in 
the United States when one has an office somewhere and among 
English speaking people, but out here they are not the right kind 
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and the Chinese are very suspicious of these ‘big blue and white 
sheets, They sometimes flatly refuse to sign or deny to be 
able to sign, ete., thinking I won't cheat them out of something. 
No, when I am back and I contimue to be in the service, then we 
will talk a few hearty words adent these matters, 


So with the account current sheets and voucher abstract 


_ sheets, I was sent a cheek for €1900 gold and had about $350 


yet left over from last yeer, Well, the 9350 I sent to ifr. Ae 
Zappone and the expenses for this past half year have been rowhly 
1.850 gold so there is a surplus yet of 9350 gold. Thie will juet 
be my salary for this coming quarter and as such if a chesk is 
sent to me for $600 gold thet will enable me to pay most of the 
ninaue Gh until I am bacc. Plesse send that check to the American 
Consul General in Shanghai and to be retained by him until I call 
onhim. Also, if transportation recuests and mileage books are 
considered useful, they my be sent to the Consul. 

As it seems now, it will bea the early part of April 
vefore I will be able to embark at Shanghai, Well, from there 
to Seattle is about 18 or 20 daye I believe, 

Within « few days « longer letter, describing the past 
journey. | 
) With best regarde to youell, I am 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK N. MYTH 
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Peking, China, 
Jamary 7, 1908, 
Dear Mr. Pairchild: 

I promised you a few days ago I would give you a trie? 

review of part of my journey and here it is, 
Thursday, November i4, 1907, Sawus leave by train for 

| Tungehow, only a good half hour's ride from Peking by railroad. 

The next day I oalled on the Rev. Dr. J. Hs Ingram of the Ageri- 


Can Board Mission in Tungechow of whom I wrote you already a few 


ee a a 


times and we had a few long talke concerning the localities sald 
gentleman had been in and of the products of the country, etc., 
and as a result I hired two carts ani left the next day in a 
heavy snow storm. In the aftemcon, though, it cleared again 


and the sight of the snowy landscape with kind of a hasy atmos~ 


es A ee i 


phere wae like living in wonderland. 

| On the road we met thousands of Chinese soldiers all 
armed with modern rifles and in the rear many pleses of artillery 
ware following; they were returning to Peking after having had 
maneuvers of one kind or another. To us it seems a little short 
of amazing that the military sates is making such cigantic 
strides of lete among the Citeeee people. Wheat is the future 
going to give us in thie respect? 

Well, on November 17th we arrived in Ping ku, a sity 
known for its good qmlity of cotton and for its persimmons which 
often weightup to 1; lbe apiece. And the next day I was busily 
engaged in hunting up the different orchards and I was lucky | 
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enough to obtain a Large lot of persimmon scions which have prob 

| ably reached you since, Then there are extensive groves of chest- 
mit oaks in the mountains (Quereus chinensis} and the ecorns are 
eagerly collected for dyeing and tanning purposes and for hog 
fattening, A pity these acorns lose their vitality almost immed- 
fately after having come down. They really have to be planted in 
‘moist soll the moment they drop from the trees. I sent, howexer, 
two parcels of them to you (8358) and alee two to Chico. Tt hope 
there will be at least » few among them which are able yet to 
rear themselves into trees. 

Prom Ping ku I went to the Pang mountains and stayed 

there ina temple, (the Tien tehung sse), where also formerly a 
Chinese emperor had spent a night and where, more interesting 


yet, Dr. Bunge and Dr. Bretechneider heve been stopping. At 


—— Ss «= ae 


least, & very old priest gave us some information about Russian 


doctors having been there before who were also coll eoting Plants 


| 
! 
| 
. 


and 1 see in Bretachenider's History of Yuropean Botanical Dis~ 
coveries in Chins, that they both collected lots of things there. 
| I spent 6 nights in that temple and made many tramps 
into the mountain ravines and was quite successful in getting a 
gofficient “baz to feel repaid for the troubles. It was cold, 
though, and a brasier with live coals wasn't able to keep the 
temperature in my room above freezing as the cold wind crept 
through the cracks and holes in the paper windows, My teapot 
froze to the table nearly every night and the wash water in the 


baein was often simply a solid piece of ice when it had stood 
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for the whole night. A blessing, I have my warm sheepskin 


Clothes, otherwise we couldn't do this work. As I wrote you 


before, here in the Pang mounta ins the walmat grows really wild, 


elise the chestmt; and wild spricots cover here and there whole 
mountain slopes, the Prume davidiana is quite rare again, but 
still it is to be found here and there. ‘the Chinese ¢all this 
shrub the Shan tau shu which means the mountain or rather wild 
peach tree. So whether 4% really hes. given rise to some strains 
of cultivated peaches is a thing which my be so after all. 

Then one fines jugland mandshurica, rare though, three 
species of oaks, one pine, one ash, ome celtis, 2 willows, 2 
rhammis, Ailanthus glaniulosa, Zisyphus volgaris v. spinosa, 
Berberis chinensis, a sll deutsia, Vitex incisa, Lespelesa in 
two species, Diospyros costatus, “piraea in two smcies, and a 
few minor things. In the temple courts they cultivate aingko 
biloke, Catalpe bungeana, Thuya oriontalis and Diospyros shi tses 
end of the last one I found a rare mriety, only one tree, of 
which I sent scions under Yo. 161. 

We were snowed im also for about 40 hours, but as it 
was such a huge novelty, [ didn't mind it a bit. TI hed meh 
packing in and writing to do heats and it was a welcome rest 
after chimbing and collecting. 

A queer thing in these Pang mounteins is thet there 
are #06 many seale insects about on the various shrubs and espece 
dally on the wild epricote. I eoblected quite s few different 


ones and I suppose they probably have been put already in the 
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hands of the entomologists, haven't they? 
On November 25th we left the Pang shan and proceeded 
by donk ays to Chi chow, These donkey drivers are very independent 
about here, cnowlng that it is the only way one can move about 
there in the mountainous districts, and it takes sometimes a 
Whole day of dealing before one can com to berms with then, | 


Their ideal is to pass the worst animals on to one at the highest 


—————————— a 


possible prices. Qurs is just the opposite, and then the bargain- 
ing starts and then the remarkable confusion of the currency is 
something fierce. I carried seven sacky of currency with moj via. 
Mexicen dollars, Hongkong dellers, Pei yang dollars, «nd Bu pch 


Gollars beside a sack of lumpe of silwr and « sack of small coined 
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@ilver and one large bag of copper cents, ‘These things I all 
obtained in Peking. In the rural districts aeain one has to 
exchange any of these things for copper cashes and these cashes 
vary so much in size and in qwmlity that they only heave in general 

a atrict loce] use. When one takes them to districts 20 or 40 miles 
away from where one obtained them, one loses often ae much as 30% 
on them. And wow one must not think that the different «Kinda of 
doliars have the same value, Oh, no! strange to say, the Honecong 


doliar which is at a 10% discownt in Shanghai is at a 10-25% 
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premium in the rural districts morth and south of Peking, and 
Mexican dollars are here and there not even wanted unless one 
wants to slip them in two pleces ani sell them by weight. dne 
z0clogist a few months ago visiting the same district as where 
I moved about wae eilly enough to take only Mexican dollars and 


copper cents with him, and the result was that he got so short 
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4535 
of money that he couldn't continue his work and returned even 
with great difficulties to Tientsin where some wiseacres had 
informed him that Mexican dollars and eopper cents carry you 
all through China, which ie a plain lie, of course, 


I won't tell you all about the iniquities the Chinese 


: practice with their cash«counting. It would be too much for you, 


but TI may Say that one thougand cash consist in one village of 
140 pieces, in sino then 160, in a third 490, a fourth 490, in 
another agein 990, and in some villages so many counterfeit pieces 
are allowed to be thrown in, in another again none, while in a 
third # of all the coins are counterfeit. ‘There is simply no 

ena to the rovbing and pilfering. Of course, 1 can't expect that 
you will take stock in all this that I am telling you. It does 
aound too ridiculous, tut nevertheless, it ts so. And then you 
may also understand why I get so tired of all that money business. 
I% really weighs one dow at times. You smile. %, I don't mean 
it that way, though, it doee also tear one'a@ pockets to pieces. 


On November 26, 190%, I arrived ot Wa lan yu where the 


famous eastern Imperial tombs are located. I had been told that 


there were splendid woods there. Yell, thet is so but it proved 
to be only pine woods with onjy a few junipers, willows and oake 


interspread, and all planted by mn except here ani there some 


gmall clumps upon the hills. But it is amazing to notice how 
the Chinese are mutilating the trees even in such an Imperial 
enclosure. ‘The bark is torn off here and there, roots chopped 


off and even pieces of wood cut out of the live trees and on the 
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hilis within the enclosure men end boys were busily engaged in 
digging out with root and branch some stumps of the splendid 
large-leaved oaks (Quercus dentata)/ When I asked them for 
their pormite to do so they took to their hecle as fast as they 
coul 4, leaving even their conta, hatchets and baskete behinds 

Then the pine trees are very badly attnoned by big 
caterpillars Which strip the trees in some seasons sometimes 
gompletely of their folinge {or rather needleage, but we can't 
coin suth a word). low to get the catterpillare out the Chinese 
beat the trumics of the trees with heavy poles and the barks is 
bruised sp bedly in this way that the remedy is worse than the 
evil itself. If they only would let the birds alone, then 
Rature would adjust itself, but no, that would be asking too 
much of them. They ensnare and trap and shoot every bird and of 
course these caterpillars just thrive. I sent some of them amng 
the entomological specimens, Tt is a well~known kind? 

On thursday, Hovember 26th, we had prolonged negotiations 
with the donxey-owners, my interpreter left me in the mean time 
as being utterly incompetent for this work and I had engaged o 
special guide who knew the road well in the wilderness to guides 
us eit to Jehol and the next day our party, consisting of two 
guides, four drivers, six donkeys and myself Left for Jehol where 
we arrived after eight deys journeying by easy stages. 

We pasved throuch epbendid forested regions where wild 
pear trees were overrun by big vines and where the undergrowth was 


go dense a8 to tear our baggage covers all to pieces, Pine forests 
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clad the slopes and of the higher mountains and oaks cover the 
lower ones while in the level valleys Lindens, eims, wild pears 
and crab apples were intermixed. Besides these one observed 
three Kinds of poplars (Populus tomentosa, suaveloens and tremula), 


two species of linden, three species of oaks, three species of 


maples, faglans Manishuriga, celtis sp» Ulims 2 or 3 sp» Phelloden- 


drom amurense, birches 2 sp», Crataegus pinnatifiota, (Ligu vetrina) 
or Syringa amurensis, growing here and there inte a tree 40 feet 


tall and with a trunk diameter from ly to 2 feet, Fragirnus sp. | 


(probably F. bungeanus), Cornus 2 species, Grenvia sp., Huonomis 
bungeanus and % slatus, Lonicera tatarica and another ones Vibur~ 
nam opulus, an Hydrangee, Thane @ op», Dentsing, Philadelphus sp., 
Barberries, wild roses, Caragana sp., Corylus, thododendron, 2 sp., 
Sambucus 1 @p., Merville BP os Prunus davidiana, Prune Spe, and 
willows. 
the whole florea reminds one strongly of that of Northern 
Korea and Southeastern Siberia. It is almost identical with the 
last and in connection with this I my mention thet the flora of 
the Wel tchen hungting park North of Jehol seems to have many of 
the same features as this one, but I will come back upon this Later on. 
We had no bad accidents om our way, the animals often 
slipped and the baggage hed often to be carried on men's backs 
across the frozen rivers or over frail. bridges, but onions se 
things were uneventful. Also the wild denizens of the woods didn't 
bother Use We saw foot prints of wolves and smaller animals very 
often in the snow, but they kept out of our way. One night, however, 
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mountain village, all of « sudden the orgyeame, "A wolf] 4 wolf!" 
and the whole population turned ont armod wi th pointed sticks, 
spades, poles and ancient arms end they howled and shouted se 
terrificly that even ” mommgth would have been scesred away and, 
of course, the solitary wolf loft the scene of his intended 
operations. 

| two nights before, though, several of the krutes entered 
the inn court and destr ovyed three pigs, but then apparently the 
Chinese hadn't the courage to chase them out, Geveral people and 
especially children are being eeten by them every year. 

Thad hoped to see the drove of monkeys which live wild 
in the woods, but they kept owt of sight. They sre rare anyways 

I saw only two which had been captured al ready and had been gold 
for 30 taels the pair {about 21 dollare gold) a hich price indeed. 
they look very Intelligent and would make good pete. 

A feature of the landstape throush whéch we passed were 
the glorfous bunches of red and yellow berried uistletoes. Some 
times snaoteht of the bunch was red«berried, the other half again 
yellow, and the desdness of the winter scene wis enlivened and 
enhanced by their beeuty. Tt is herd, thowsh, on the poor trees. 
Many an elm or & poplar wac simost groaning underneath their 
weight and many a host died an untimely death through their ravages. 
Well, such is Nature! 

How cold it was in the mountains, how hard and chilly 
the brick bedsteads were, how biting the wind in the wee hours 
of the morning, well 211 these things will be considered well 
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We arrived on December 6 in Jehol and there I visited 
unmier guidance of an official the rel fark awl some temple 
groves, All things ate tienk of & past splendour, like so many 
things in China. ‘there are no rare trees apparently any more. 

Pine being about the universal trees, with peplars, Thuyas, elms, 
Sophoras, willows and 7 cakes and a few maples interspersed. ‘he 
Teper tai grounis themselves, though, have been beaut ifully laid out 
and might well be copied by some of our millionnaires in Ameriem. 
They keep a large herd of tame deer and to see the ereceful quadru- 
peds browse upon the dried lotus leaves upon the ice was an inter- 
esting sight to behold. in a few courtyards and upon some high 
knoe they had planted some spruces and they were the first large 
specimens again IT had seen for a lone time. 

In the neighboring mountaine I collected some rave var 
feties of pears, like Wo. 196, 197 and 198, ‘they may be of value 
to us, No. 197 especielly is a strange pear, being culte tart and 
fine for preserves, | 
7 There is algo an independent missionary Eving in Mehol 
=n has traveled extensively throuch the northern regions and 1 
obtained lots of informtion from him concerning the “ei Teheng 
hunting perk of whieh you wrote me recently(Letter dated Sept. 25+). 
The name of this gentleman is Rev, R. Stephen, a Sectehman, and of 
a very kind @fspesttton and IT trust thet if you sre contemplating 
sending anybody to these grounda he may give him some very good 
agai stance, | 
og I will tell you what I heard from him. "he Wet Chang 


{or Wei Teheng) covers « large territory north of Jehol and Ss. 
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of Dolomner, The vegetation here and there ie very luxuriant | 
with many varieties of trees. Wr. Stephen, not being a botanist, 

_ aidn't know them all, but from my descriptions of the forest 
between the Mstern Tombs and Jchol he thought that they must be 
very much alike, only he said there are many spruce trees about 
which accounts for its more northern latitude and ite probably 
higher altitudes, The tree growth te at the present time being 
cut down as fast as possible as the Chinese Government will opm 
up the valleys to gettlement and in ite short-sizhtedmess doesn't 
see the valuc of forests upon steop, rothy mountains, wr, Sterhen 
told me that the destructions by floods upon the cleared terri« 
tories have already been aprlhine and that when the vroecess com 
tinues, the northern territory will simply be¢ome an extension of 
the Mongolian desert. [Tt will take about 5 days from Jehol to 
reach the heart of the yet forested regions by smail roads. Along 
the vig roada it is no use goin: any longer for our purposes, as 
ali of the vegetation has been ruthlesealy removed alreedy, ‘there 
are lote of wild animals about like panthers, black bears, wolves 
and en active robber band maxes conditions of late quite unsafe. 
As euch, one nents to be welle-armed and have an extra pass from 
the Chinese authorities and a military escort. Mr. obephen Was 
not harmed om account of being a miscionary, eeautine the head of 
the band for toothache, but some others were robbed of everything 

| they hed, Coined silver was just now not much wanted, better to 
take omall chopped pieces of silver with one. "o take a good 

‘ supply of preserved foods with ona a there is very little food 
or at least good food obtainable. I may add that the journey from 
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Peking to Jehol is about 6 days by carts and thet “entein is a 
better place to buy supplies than Peking, mt that the necessary 
arrangements with the Legation and the “al wm pu will take place, 
of course, in Peking, 

a0 if you have & ¢ourageous chap in the Department who 
can roughtit and likes it, and is well versed in trees end shrubs, 
then here ig a ntee trip for hin, 


And now to come back agaia to my trip. We left Jehol 


SE —E———=@<x&<&xo<<<<— 


on December llth and after a 6 dayst journey over rather rough 
roads and overtaken by biting dust storms, we arrived agein in 
the afternoon of Suiiiay, December 16th, im old Peking, 

On the road I often noticed the fearful destructions 
the floods have brought about by the suicidal policy of the Chinese 
in cutting down all of the arboreal vegetation, Whole valleys 
have devastated and only a solitary ruin of a house here and there 
reminds one yet of a past fertiligy. It is really disheartening 
to notice such hevtodhabtctines and such never-to-~be-forei ven 
greed, 

Taleo found @ Loranthus growing upon some oaks, crab 
apples and pears and upon beseluut bushese This is the first 
time I met such s» paimsite here. It my be a novelty even, I 
_ sent some to you in the parcel A=G, 
| Well, herewith I will close. Ina next letter I will 
answer the mail I received since from you. I remain, Mr. Pairehild, 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK N, MEYER, 
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Peking, China, 
Jan. 8, 1908, 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 
These last few days I have been receiving 4 letters from you 
and I come now to it, to answer then, 
Letter ef Noy. 16, 1907, coneerning Soy beams, Yes, I think 
you ave quite right in believing that there my be many more varieties 
still Sn sktatonne, I personally think that Chins will afford for 
many generations yet, a fruitful field for exploration, 
You know that the Chinese have no seed~shops like what we have. 
Ryvery farmer saves his own seeds of all his crops and as guch, there 
may be countless strains of plonte here in existence of which on ex 
plorer gete hold only once in a while. Me. Edward $. Little, Mr. ¥. DB. 
| Cloud and Dr. &. P. Barchet, ana the st one especially, are old time 
residents who know the Cheklang province especially, very well, and 
they are personally accusinted with mony of the Chinese of the former's 
classes, As such, I daresay they are much better in the opoortunity 
of obtaining good things, thm whet we passers-throuch are. ‘The Chi- 
nese do not cive an unknown person their confidence and they rether deny 
to know a thing as to tell it one, If 4t weren't for the miseionarios 
throughout the land, I wouldn't have obtained as mny things as I have 
now. It 4s only when they find out that you imow of a thing, that you 
are able to obtain it; voluntarily they won't tell you much. 

As I wrote you already in a previous letter, I do think that the 


Imre even 





#0 than whet the North has done ond is doing yet. I haven't been 
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around Hanohow and neighberhood enough to de real serious work, except 


with the bemboos, One must get several interpreters there in the Che~ 


kiang province, on eccount of the mony widely separated dialects, not 


te Say Low UR orga 





which axe spoken by tho population, The more I think 
of China, the mre I reslize that we have only scratched here and there, 
but- it. is not only in our line, oh no~ it is nearly every line! ‘The 
land is a continent in itself, 

i did a't receive ag yet the full set of Sey-beans samples, 
put up by Mx. Miper, I am anxiously awaiting them, Yes, I really got 


away to China too such in & hurry, I never had even time to cast a 


gionce at the collections of secede of the Dent., but I hope when back 
and things go oll right, to ettdy these things thorouchly. 

In recard to the Sey beans arain, I muy say thet whea I visited 
the Agricultural Experiment Station of the Japanese in Mukden, I was 
ented to find that I, in my half year's stay in Monchurla, had on oy 


own occount collected almost twice as many varieties as the Jamanese 


. had done under hich official auspices. This my efve you « omall idea 
how aiffievlt 4% is here to promure complete collections. 


I see in Mr. ©. BR, Ball's bulletin on the Soy bean, that under 
the item of black seeded ones, there is no montioning made of inside 


yellow and inside gre 
made distinction between them, I sent these green inside ones under 


om. I sent gome from New-chwang, and the Chinese 





Wo. 2550a and 256-a, while a yellow inside was sent in 1905 under No. 


-fth . 
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6-a, I also think that some more new forms will turn up in the next 
future, of the Soy beans I sent, as there were some rare local vorleties 
amane them, which I sometimes herve seen only once. 

Letter of Dec, 2, 1907. About a hardy privet, with the encles- 
ures of the Him Olty Nursery Co.'s letter, Well, the strange thing b, 
that up te the present, I have only met the ligustrum wild, once. 
And that was only one cropped down bush, with small leaves, in the 
mountains near the Tal ching kung Temple in Shentung. I think Japan 
is the country where Ligustrume thrive better. ‘The climate here is too 
avy for then. On the isiend of Sachalin perhaps teo we my find some 
valuable forms, 

Letter of Wov. 29, 1907. Relating to putting down the province 
on the notes describing the collected mterial, Yes, 1'11 do that, 
Ch, no, it wontt 7" ao difficult to find the lecations asain where I 
secured mterial, that is, if no secident or anything happens to me be- 
fore I am back in Washington, There I'1] be able with my mops, te 

point a pretty near correct, certain districts in which I gathered. 

Tf there ove any places which you would heve deseribed already, just 
mentions them and 1411 send you an answer by return mill. You say you 
are confident that some of the things I have sent in will be welusble. 
Yos, let me hope #0, otherwise I have a feeling es if my hard labours 
here after all, heven't amounted to mech ond that is a miserable feeling, 
Up to the present, the only things I got a request for, te send more, 
the original peach md soap-tree seeda, In the future, tho', I trust sor 
mere things will be found of crest volue, 
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| Letter of Dec, 2, 1907, With enclosed copy of Mr. ¥. B. Safford, 
about determining the exeat latitudes and lonecitudes of the lecations 
where I collected, Well, Mr. Fairchild, really the game ien't worth 
the candle in this case, Whether a village is so mony parts of a de 
gree to the north or to the seuth dosen't make any difference for our 
work, I om not an astronomer as yeh, and have werk enowch with the moni~ 
fold difficulties I encounter in this lend. 

About my health, well physically it is well, but my head gets 
tired, I om longing to leave this lend and enjoy a good rest omong more 
congenial surroundings, One has too mny troubles here ond nebedy te 
stave pleasure or sorrow with, One always hee 2 turn into himself for 
advice or consélation, and thet is net good, unless ome is a bern —_— 

I don't imow whether I wrote you slready that { received a letter 
from My, Wilson from fchang, stating thet he contemplated leaving that 
port on or about March 10th. Well, I as coine te write him thet I wontt 
be able to see him there, I% could only be a hurried visit anyway, end 
4b wuld be detrimental te our work. 

I heven't been lucky ef late, in receiving the kind of corras- 
ponience I am anxious to obboin. I wrote, for instance, to several 
missfonaries sbout the tallow trees ond tea mtters, but as yet only Mr. 
Kennedy of Donewi, wrote mo a few daya age. 

He writes me © «© let: The erafted tallow tmes yield a : 
quantity of of] thon the seedlins ones, but the quality is the same. 
andi 100 lbs, of seeds yield 35 lbs, of o11. Grd: That the best o41 
comes from Sch mun, noar Dongei, Chelclang province, 4th: That the 
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difference in quali ty of of] is due to the process, not te the worlety 
of trees, (That is what the Chinese say, of course). 

~The O11 de not good for comking, llr, Kennedy wrote me that he 
bought a piewl, but dvean’ goy whether it is @il er seeds. I suopose 
the last, tho', as IT hed asked him to do a0, 


Leaves. iia wasn't able to 





eecure any, ae 1% only oecurs in the spring and that the Chinese de 
not consider it so a important disease, I, personally, think it is, 
And very destructive, too, in patches. And te show that the Gninese 
really do, too, I may say that they pick the leaves off on which it 
‘ecaurs and threw them in the canals and ditches, Tht is at least 
whet I saw myzel?. 

, The bamboos sre doine well, saya Mr. tenner: only a few have 
failed to grow, So, if thie turns out te be so, then we '11 be abke to 
take a nice lot with us end have the satiefsction to heave halped, any 
way, to introduce some ef these important plante, 

| In your letter of July 29, 100%, you asked mo to obtoin inform 
ation for the soap fizm of Lever Bros. cbout the tullew tree cultivation, 





ete, Weil, do you think it is worth while t0 supply them with these 
meagre vite of information I obteined from Mr. Remedy? They probably 
| anew mere about it than we do, for they have been writing to several 
people, T understand. 
 ¥ am im negotiation with a new intexpreter, who is in Tientein. 
‘I expected him te come up here yosterday, but there must have been « 
hiteh again in the plans. It is very herd in our Line ef werk to — 
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procure the right kind of mon, The Ghinese do not like roughing ii 

as we whites do and the beauties of nature are lest upon the over-ere. 
majority of them, end so they find nothing bub hardships in it and mo 
Strange to soy, the pect mose which I ordered lene age and which had a 
rived in Shanghai, teo, hasn't turned up yet althoush I have written th 
three times already sbout it and haven't even received a reply as yet. 
There really ought to be somebody in Shanghal who could take care ef suc 
matters and consider if ag a duty te forward things, not as ea favor, aa i 
seema now. | 

When the last time in MNenchow, Dr. D0. Duncan Main gave me two pote 
of square bamboo plants; he intimated that if we had a few cuttings of 
grapes which might be able to erow in his Se. region, he would be delighted | 
to receive them, He also told me that the strawberry plonts he received 
leat year from the Devartment, were all found smothered te death won are 
rival, He sv 





grosted an airiey way of packing, as beime able to keep some~ 


thet aly around the crowns ef the plants ond then they micht reach him alive.,. 


I wish you would be ao Icind, Mr, Fairchild ond send him these few things, 


‘before At gete too wore again, Gr, Main may be able to assist us yet a 
| good deal, when ve once explore that port of China where he is living. 


— ufne present I haven't heard a word as yet about the localities 
from which the fruits come, supplied to the Impsrial Court. These gues~ 


tions have probebly been shelved and are perhaps considered as giving 
‘ws too much information, when answered. | 


With my best regards to 211 there who enquired after me, I remain 
Yours respectfully, 
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Peking, China 


















Dear Mr, Fai rchilds 

Herewith I have the pleasure te forward to you @ small package 
containing 26 photogranhs, velating to my lest tip, T'11 incur the 
Fisk of having them criticised, I am afreid, of their beine too much of 
® landscape character, but I may say thet when one is artistically im 
elined, he often ean hardly leave a bemtiful Lendscape wuntaken, espe~ 
Gially a4 there is so very little here in North China in the way of giv 
ing food to one's craving for bemtiful things. If one eouvld visit a 
ploture gallery or peruse costly mngnsi net, one might feel less inclined 
to take photes, but such things are not te be found here. 
| I am onclosing 37 yellow alips of paper on which the Chinese names 
have been written ef such plente as I was able to precure names from, Uy 
new interpreter, who has arrived since four days, wrote them down, He 
‘seems to be handy at writing, bat his hardiness is doubtful. Well, we'll 
’ gee again, 

I also enclosing 2 drawings ef persimmons and one of a pear, An 
Old native artist did them for us, but he gave us to know that he didn't 
 ‘Idke this kind of work; 4t being too ortlessl! Me didn't put the right 
goers on the fruits ond dida't mke them notural size, as he was told 
#0 a, Bell, that picture of the lurge seedless persimmon is fairly 
| satisfactory, the others not. 
I received your two letters this morning, I'11 answer them 
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Letter of Dec, 4. Yes, I do unierstand thet your work of dictating 
letters to so many people mst be tiresome, I myself know too from sad 
 @Xperience, what a burden it is to answer sccumiseted mil. 1% really. 

heunts one at times, isn't it? I see your remarks conecrning newspaper 


; 


men hunting for news about me, Well, I suppose when the undersigned re~- 






















turns again, he'll have to be quite active in elwiing them 

| Yes, Mr. Vilson has been qite 111 this mumer, but he wrote me that 
| he has recovered asain entirely. My health could be somewhat better. IT 

- feel that I need «2 good lone rest in wore congenial surroundings than one 
finds here, I*i1 rest on the steamer for a few whole doya, away from 

the trials of life in China, 

About getting the interesting features of my journeys inte such a 

shape that they micht be published im book form, ell, 4t 211 denende upon 
what value the mublic would plece wen such a thing, fe'll talk osbout this 
‘matter when I am back again, 
Yes, I have a good many addresses, but as I wrote before, few com 
respondents in China will be able to aid us in shipping things. They may 
ve us information, the’ upon many a tepic yet. No, you ai.dn't show me 
ar address book. , 

About the uses ef Phracaites commnis. Yes, many they are, As 
jllemshades, a8 covers for hatefremes, a¢ windbreaks around gardens, split 
they mke good floor matting (when woven) then they use them in western 
pe in ceiling-construction end for intortor partition, alee for covering 
fs of stables and cottages; in rustic garden furniture and gardenhouses 

play a good role; well, many are the uses indeed, 
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Yea, I'll try te obtain some seeds of them while in Japan. 1% 
they really have different species there from what we have in America? 


About the Sune chong jujube. 0, I never 





hoard of such a one as tr, Chow describeds it being 3 inches long places 
it at the top of 211 jujubes I ever saw, ‘The Feil tcheng peach is excel- 
lent and this winter I'11 secure a lot of scions from them I believe I 
wrote you already in detail sbout this fruit. 

Well, within a few days I hops to depart again and veviet “a tei 
ghan, shtho’ 4¢ 4s hardly worth the trip, I'11 secure scions and cutting 
ef the things I spotted out. If only the tiredness leaves me! 

With best of recards te you ali, I remain 

Yours respectfully, 
FRANK Wy MOYER 
I enclose the photoa, too, They 
won't get domaged in this envelepe. Pi 


Pekin’, Chima. 
Feb, 7, 1908. 
‘Dear Mr, Fairchilds 

| Herewith I a forwarding to you, by Jon. parcel post, 40 parcels, 
containing cuttings, sclons and budwood of different things which I col- 
leeted in the mounteins around Peking for the past few weeks, 

TLL herewith enumerate the different numbers to facilitate 

matters, 
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208, 211, 212, 215, 216, 217, 218, 219, 201, 222, 223, 228, 229 
230 (2 parcels) 231, 232 (4 parcel), 233, 234, 985, 286, 237, 288, 239, 
243, 261, ond 252. 

I have many sr te make concernine some musbers, for instance 
the munbers 208, 229, 323, 284, 285, 236 and 237 are all Persimmons, of 
Ne. 232, especially, there is enough to start an orchard with; but this 
numer is wrth it, Most of the poars I am sending te Chico this tims, 
hoping that the shorter time occupied in transit will eneble then te ar 
rive in better condition than when sent to Feshincton, 

Of the number 213 and 216, the rare Chinese horse-chestmut, I 
have a special request, As you know, all of a former lot sent died in 
Waghineton end you ellewed me then, upkn my recuest, to send a cuantity 
to Jackson Dawson, of the Arnold Arboretum; well, I am net quite satia- 
fied with the wey they never let me hear mything from them and I thintc 


it aleo better not to send now anything stroight aay from here by imcur- 





nvten, but to send same te the Arnold Ay 





etum, a8 Pref, Sargent had asked esvecially for them oni--to distribr 
remainder to expert nurseryaen! 
No. 217. Populus tomentosa, for which Prof, Sargent also ’ 


asked, my be divided inte 3 parts, of which the Arneld Arboret 


tain 1/3, you for your own place 1/3 and the rest planted whey 
Dept. thinks best, I heave sent many times this tre before : 


’ is growing well already in Chico, 


4 of 
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Mos. 218 ond 219 ere fine lilecs, which I wish to see placed in 
_ ‘the hands of speciulist-nurserymon, 

There are alae several Peaches amonc the lot, of which I take No. 
22. end 223 to be the most voluable, 90 even if seme seales are found 





them, I trust they won't be a1] destroyed, It tovk us lots ef trouble te 
get thom, 
“Mes B90 Ae the beautiful pyramidal-omeil-Leaved poplar, which 1 

hope will give Amorican mureerymen o new type of pyremidel trees. 

Wo. 231 is a shrubby elm of which I think the Arnold Arberctun 
will come in for a share ond the rest given to sn expert murseryau. 

No, 251, The very strong 
grounds of the Temple of Heaven, Peking, of which phote We. 140 cives you a 


branch variation of the Tharga in the 





good idea, is in my opinion valucble aa a striking tree in Javonese eordens 
end I wish the lot (if 4% has atood the lon: journsy, of course) to be 
turned over to a fow expert-mursersmen. | 

And the same with the lest Ne.,252, A reve elm, flowering in fall. 

And herewith I heave, I believe, asked all IT wanted. In « next letter 
about my Journey and the anewering of a few letters thet came in from you. 

Bolieve me, Ur. Fairchild, 

Yours respectfully, 
FRAME HN, WovER 


Enclosed the notes relating te the 
shipment to Woshingtén and to Chieo, 
| iso the Chinese somes of the collected 
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Peking, China, 
February 7, 1908. 
Mr. August Mayer, 
In Charge of the U. S. Plant Introduction Garden, 
Chico, Cal., U.S.A, 
Dear Sirs 

Herewith I am forwarding to you, per Japanese Parcel-post, 
22 parcels with cuttings, scions, and budwood of different trees. 

I*1l herewith enumerate the numbers for facilitation, 
209, 210, 214, 216, 220, 224, 225, 226, 227, 230, (2 packages) 
232, 240, 2Al, 242, 244, 245, 246, 247, 248, 249, 250. 

I enclose the notes relating to this shipment, bet I'11 
alse sugzest a few items in regard to a few of the things, 

The pears f.1. of which I sent you 5 different kinds, 
4 was reported to me by Mr. Fairchild that they didn't do well at 
Washington as probably having been too long on the journey; well 
as you are about 6 days nearer, I hove they'll de better with you. 

I was written that apricots did well in Chico, so here is 
again another few of them, Mo. 224, a white apricot, with a red 
tip seems to be a novelty. 

The poplars 230 and 247 are probably appreciable novelties 
and will surely thrive in your locality. 

The yellow rambler rose 250, I recommend especially to 
your care, it may be a fine new thing. Then I received 4 letters 
from you dated respectively Dec. 2, Dec. 3, Dec, 14, and Dec, 

24, about receipts of bulbs and seeds, You didn't say anything 
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as yet about 4 large boxes with seeds, shipved several months ago, 
but I trust they have reached you since. 
As you may know, I hope to return to America in the 
month of April and any mail that might be sent to me, leaving Amer- 
ica after March 10th will probably not te received, so I wish 
you would retain any messages for me when I call (if I am able to 
call this time). I suppose I wont recognize some of my introduc- 
tions as I have seen them sometimes only as fragmentary speci- 
/ mens here in China. 
| . So Long, 


Yours very troly, 


FRANK WH. MEYER, 
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Peking, China 
Feb. 9, 1908, 
Dear Mr. Fairehild: 
As I promised you & couple of days ago, I would sive jou an age 


count of my past journey, and herewith it is, 


On Jom. 15, 'O8 we left by train Peking for Pohang sin dien, a 
smell station & hour to the South from here. There we «ot donkeys and 
after having packed up things as well as we could, we proceeded to the 
Chi tal tse temple where we arrived late in the afternoon. 

Before I go any farther, I my mention that I started thie trio 
miinly becouse my mose had not arrived yet and I had too Little left to 
start out for a big trip of a month) or 90, ond as there were several 
interesting things around Peking which I hadn't gotten hold of as yet, 

I couldn't conscientiously stay in Peking and wait for my packing mater- 
isl and so I left; 

Well, in that Ghi tai tee temple, I found out thet of 211 the — 
wonderful things that were supposed to exist there, there was really 
only one which struct: me as being unique, a white-barked pine tree, 
the trunk of which is 21 fect in circumference 6 ft, above ground} 

It branches out, howaver, at about 6 or 7 feet into 9 stems and does 
not mike the impression one would think 4t would; tut stil it is a most 
interesting specimen, 

During the aight a heavy snowsl) started which kept on for 
over 40 hours. We were again, like in the Pangshm, completely snowed 
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| 602. 
3 
| ‘in, Of course, I waan't about to de mich, wat as soon as it cleared 
| up somewhat I started with ay euide throwch the heevy snows end visited 
| | the Lung teuen see temple, where I got a sackfal of oodse of the Cleditela 
| heterophylla, one Of the soep-trces of U. China and of which Prof, Sar 
, | por especially wae anxious to obtain seeds. I¢ is en interesting tree. 
I?11 send you « good guooly of neds wary soon, which I would like te 
| see tested for their chemical qwlities, ~Beside this interesting tree, 
id got oultings from vati@us (rads trees which my prove to be ef use te 
us, It wae no plentc, tho’ to ¢revel throuch the mountedn voetnesses, 
The snow melted on one's foet and penetrated throwh the leather and 
| one's feet became nearly frozen when ct sunset the temperature suddenly 
q Sropped. One beautiful thins onents the snow was that, when the fall 
MOOR Gone out at nicht, the effect of the silvery light won the saowe 
| clad Landecape woe almeet too weird; a mysterious chostlike silence 
| held the whole rodicti¥gg scenery in her mgic cragp and one could net 
| help from fooling emited. ~—Weli, the words really fell me te exoveess my 
ss Anwara thoughts about this sublime scene. 
5 On Jon, 16, after hoving been wore or less imprisoned by the snow 
for two days, we managed to obtain donkeys and preceeded by donkeys to 
the Tan che ese temple, Our animals often slipped and fell ond ao id we, 
for some of the mountedn passes were steep, but at night we arrived at 
last at our dsetinetion, pretty tired and hungry, T assure you that. 
| Dr. B, Bretechneider wrote about this temple more than a score of 





ss years ago, that hare the largest specimens of Chinese horse-chestmt 
ond of the midenhair tree were to be found of the country around Pelcing. 
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Yell, I saw the nine specimens of Aesculus chinensis they 
have here and one especially is a real giant. ‘the trunk measures 12) 
feet in circumference 5 ft, above the ground and I estimate ite height 
to be at between 80 and 100 ft. If the American murserymen are able to 
propagate thie species from the sclons sent, it will prove to be an ap- 
preciated shade tree. 

The big Gingko, $00, is of sigentic proportions, The min trunk 
measures 22 ft. in circumference 5 ft. ebove ground and it has 8 side- 
stems sprouting up along ite base of which 5 are alse quite decent trees. 
fhe Chinese believe thet this tree stands in some kind of a secret relax 
tionship with the present reigning dynasty. They say every time a new 
emperor ascends to the throne the tree throws up a acsw shoot from the 
ground, and when the whole house dies out the tree will die! Well, it 4s 
always good to believe something and such a belief has the merit of being 

- perfectly harniless, 

One finds also in this fan che tse temple a fow groves of the 
beautiful yellow=steumed tall bamboo. The ground was too fregen to get 
some roots, 

Om Jan. 20 we arrived again by denkeys in the Ghong nan sce temple, 
after hoving had a trying journey through lets of cnow, During the next 
three days I mde excursions to different temples ond tree groves anf 

(obtained worious things, like erabapole scions, lilas-scions and some seeds 
of the white-borked pine tree. I saw several specimens and even a whole 





grove of this mest beatiful pine end the more one. sees of them the more 
"one loves them. whether At 4s in rain or in bright sunshine, whether the 


 pett weeall ght illuminates them or whether they am snowladen, i( doesn't 
ab é 
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| _ ‘matter at all, their exquisite appearance can't fail from exerting an 
| 
} 
1 


oe 


uplifting influence ucon one's mind, 
| In one temple I had mde arrangements with the caretakers last 
summer, to eave me all of the nuta from the horse=chestmat trees and te 
atratify them and keep them until I called and that 2 would pay them 1 
dollar fer every 25 pieces, a fair price for such things, but you may 
imagine my atsaey when I found out thet he hadn't done anyrthine of the 
kind, First he said another foreigner had carried the nuts away and later 
on that the priests wanted them themselves for cheat-medicine, bat zhen | 
we told him te be a liar, he at last go: a quemtity of the nuts out and they 
were dead, of course, as he had kept them dry. These mute are almost as 
perishable os lychi seeds and a® some acorne and many tropical seeds; they 
have to be sown at onne, It is of course rather hord on « fellow ofter 
| traveling and hoving gone into the troubles of explaining how te treat 
such seede and then to find out, they haven't done anything. Well, I 
got a let of acions anyway and hope that some of the A eriean muirserymen 
| succeed in growing it. 
The bemti ful white flowering herbsceous paeony (photos 298 and 299) 

is another thing that I failed to got as yet, The ground was too deeply 









frecen te get the roots out. 

On Jan. 28 I found at last, efter mich inquiring and efter a heavy 
mounteln climb, the Po li pingrregion, where fomous peaches are exported 
from end of which I had on explorer's card. ‘Yell, two years ago, I tried 
to tina the same locality, but I was less experienced then with the ways of 
_ the yellow mm, and when they assured mo that there wasn't such a region at 
all, I took it for granted, tut this time I didn't allow them te fool me, 
and at last we got there. 
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It is way wo in the mountains and one hes te follow a nerrow ro 
trail, I found many scales unen the trees ond especially upon the pew 
trees, They look to me like the San Jose seale. It is curious that ir 
those localities where monasteries are situated, one always finds many 
biras, heenuse the priests protect them, but--one sla@finis many scales, 

while on the plains, where the birds are caught and eaten by the Chinese 
: one sees few seales but ~_— lady beetles and alee mny caterpillars and 
other plent-destroying insecte. It would be an ddeol, if one could have i 
| race of birds which ate only the herbivorous insects but left it pare 
| vorous dnes alone, 
Qn Jen, 24 I left the hae wee eze temple again, not feeling 
. gaite well yet, as T had been poisoned the pouetens day by the fumes ef the 
primitive coal fire underneath the brick bed. We hed quite some difficulty 
ta getting animals to teke us to the nearest KR. BR, station, 4 hrs. away, for 
there hed fallen again 2 good quantity of the beautiful during the alcht.-- 
Yell, we got there however, in the nick of time and proceeded to the Hei 
2 ling, ‘the Imperial esters fonibs, where we arrived at dusk and found lodging 
in an fey cold temple. 

The next day I cot cuttings ef the bemtiful new pyramidal poplar 
; of which I sent you a photo (No, 288), ‘This tree really seems to be a good 
‘ seve and will be well appreciated, A few days icter I found in the village 
. of Tos dja tsoa, west of Panting?u, a 2t111 more striking form of this 

By, Jan, 26 saw us arrive by treim in Poutingfu where I hed som telks 
with the American ai ssionaries there about a fomous peach district te 


“the south of Pantingfu, of which I had gotten wind a year or se 2ge. 
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When we found some people who came from there, I fount out to my dismay 
that it would take 5 days to go there and com back again, and as Chinese 
New Year was only a few days eff, I couldn't make 14. Perhans on snother 
time. The name of the city near which the best varieties crew ia Schon 
tehow, and the posthes are said to be very Juicy and te erow to very 
large sises, They come in lete, in the letter pert of September, 

Weli, I utilized one day in coing around the elty locking for 
new varieties of trees and beans and visited with Dr, Dilley « learce 
Chinese nursery. They were fercing Paconia mouten, Magnolie yulan, 
Jamainan midicanle, flowering plume and peaches, 2 eeneclally of lilacs, 
Harcissas tasette and Jasminum sambac, All these floralg are greatly 
in demand by the wealthy Chinese for house decoration during the holidays 


 @ad fancy prices are peid. ‘They are also forcing aucumbers, egeplents and 


Prench beans. And when you realise that there isn't « bit of elass in 
such a forcing house, only a vertical paper windew te the wouth, while the 
roof, the back and the sides are «11 ef sorgvun stems plastered over with 
clay, ond the heating by flues, then you may ieogine what a patient care 
“4 tekes to bring plonts te perfection in such conditions, 

On Jon. 29 we left Peutingfu and proceeded te tho mountains, a 


dayts journey west of the ity, where fomous porsimmen ordheards are 
Woe A 


located, I sequred the next day severe] varieties of them, but I sup- 


pose that the large, flat seedless oney No. 232, ie really the mst 


valuable of the lot, It docan't differ mich from the one around Peking, 


seve that it fe somewhat flatter and also sweeter, Besides the persimnons 
i we obtained some apricots and a yellow plum ond some minor things, which 
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are all already on the road to America. I find out that the more I 
move about in this @igentic land, the more interesting information I 
get, RBvory little locality has ite own products of which anobody know 
who lives a & or 40 wiles away from there. Very strange, indeed, 

Well, on Jan. 31, we got up at 4 A, M. ond before the pack miles 
were fed and loaded, it was six o'clock and we started homeward bound 
again “unter the friendly Shine of « very amell disk of the waning 
moon, After a cold & hours march we were agoin ot the B. R. station 
dn Pautingfu and 3 P. ¥. I enjoyed my first weal for the day, but it 
was & go0d One I took, a8’ you my unjerstand, 

At 43% = the trotn took us wp i Peking, where we arrived at 
8 P, M, that seme evening and soon after I was once more enjoying the 
comforts of our Yestern civilization, 


¥. wu. iH, 


Febr. 10, 08. 

This morning's weil brings in several letters and 2 portable 
eord index case and curbon sheets and I'll avail myself richt away of 

answering this bunch. 

t received a copy of the Garden mgazine with its bemtiful 
picturet, my best thanks for it; alee for the 500 aaah paper seed bags 
and for the card index case ond the carbon sheets, And now for the 
letters, ; 

Piretly a draft for 1200 dollars gold from the Treasury Depart~ 
nent without any letter saccompnying it ond not even registered, tt it 

Poached me safely tho', 
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? rezarding hordy privets with copies of 
Mr, Wight's ond Mr, Oliver's letters, a6 imclusures. Yes, I vrete you 
already in regerd to this mestion in a former letter. 1111 keep ay” 
eyes open for anything I find or hear of. 
J02, ennouncine that my dragt for $350 tor Mts 





of instruction should accompany each set of accounts and I overlooked 


this enclosed L. of I. It 4s mite liberal. Thanks. 
with clippings from the Kanaes City Star. 





Yos, perfectly ebsurd, I6 is a good thimg it happened out in Kansas, 
and when looking at my picture, where I lock like a robber-hoadmen, I 
gm not even quite sorry that my chief's name has beon put underneath, 
Besides that, it saves me the trouble of getting too much known of which 
I hove @ deoided dislike, Of course I am sorry thet those newspapermen 
always bunt for the more sensational parte of one's experiences, There 
is certainly no necessity for that in our line of work, which is in 
itself interesting enouch to be described as it ia, I got the Les 
angeles Sunday Times sent up to me from some friend@ in Califernia 
end see as such, that the story has preceeded thro’ the whole broad 
land. There however it is stated, ae by the authemtic interview you 
gare Mr, Watkins, There are of course quiteta few mistakes in it, but 
i would ‘be too amch indeed to ask accuracy in the modern newapapers, 
end ospectally of those in the U, 3, 
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Yes, about your own marrioge, too, thet is certainly a funny Joke, 
One thing puzzles me, how io 4% thet the sane pictures gan appew’ 
on the sane detes in Koncas City and in los Angeles? bo they send pieccS 
of type over from Gashington, or do they reyhotesranh the photoes I send in? 


About the herbariwn svecim ena secured 





in the Yu tai shan, ‘Yell, this is e difficult ¢asé. As you imow, they 
are about as borren es the Arizona hills, end as I wrote you also, when 
I arrived there in the latter part ef April, everything was yet snow com 
ered a3 my photos here and there plainly show, “he priests told me that 
it was not wntil in June that the vegetation was completely out; os auch 
I eertainly could not waste the Government's time in aimply waiting there. 
to collect a couple of clants of which it is extremely doubtful whether 
they are now. I got, however, some twigs from some spruces and some 
shrubea end leter on quite 2 i#t of various things from Teintse, a region 
@ little to the south of Tai yuan fa, Shenedi, ost of this collected 
material has since been destroyed thro’ the neglect of a certain official 
party hore in Vering, to whom I hed it intrusted, I better treat this 


matter verbally with you bye and bye, for it would somewhet reflect 


unon certain quartera here, if it became mown. 

| Well, a@ such knowing thet I couldn't conscientiously waste my 
time, there, wnlese I was of = bormecle ature, eiich God help me I never 
hope tb become, I went South to regulate about the Bamboos and with which 
1 think I have been successful. Then come my spell of sickness while in 


Shanghad and which lasted really most of my time thra' Shontung, and when 
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back in Peking again, I wae quite played out. I now do realize that 
it wae a mistake on my part to consent te depart for the Wm tai shan 
and not to have returned to America, bat es you had arranged matters 
aiveady with Prof, Sargent md Mr. Wilson, I couldn't very vell backe 
out. I wrote you at the time, tho’, ma disappointment in hoving 
@uddenly been recalled from Manchuria to see Wilson in Shai, Well, 
this is all past now. 

Theselast trips I hove made now were mostly in the interest 
of the wishes of Feof. Sarvent for I obtained most of the metertal 
he has wishes for, 

he mein error ds with Prof, Sargent in not first finding 
out which a certain region is like. is chagrin probobly leads him 


‘\\ now to demand things of which he kmevs we haven't got much, I am 


‘going however this weck to the # tei aham and will sserifice the 
more useful things in Shantung. 
If I aa going to stay in this line of werk in the future, 


I demand to be trented as for instance Wilson hea been treated, being 


sent te regions which are well-imown to be rich in veeetation and not 





te be expected to reap e bountiful horvest in the dosert. 
I knew the Department will have some Little difficulty with 
Prof, Sargent, bat you my say that my health has been quite out of 


order this sumer and that I have obteined aceds and cuttings and 


sclons of a great lot of plants, which I certainly wouldn't nave had 
collected had I stayed in the desolate Yu tel shan rezion, 
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Letter of Jan, 2, '08. About the inventory caris not being 
quike readeble in mr lest letter, Well, I am sorry for thet. They 
didn't look that way when I overlocked them, they wreua trifle pale, 

I admit, for my carbon sheets have dried out a good deal, Wow with this 
new supply ef carbon esheets however, I hope to prevent any sah eccbrrence 

T herewith onolose the sotes 769a and 77a, Yos, on this last one 
Tung lung instead of lume tung, a slip of the pen, These Chinese names 
are fwichtful, anywey, aa you probebly will agree with me. 

Letter of san, 4, '08, with enclosure of a copy of Prof. J. 

Wliet Colt's letter about peaches that produce blossoms for a second 
time, Wo, I never heard of such a strain, I think Prof, Porbes oust 
have misunderstood you, The very notwre of the flower buds of the tree — 
wouldn't allow 4%; for it tekes many months of time to be formed. 111 
ask tho' here and there, if such a thing is known, 





sf ? Sats 45,508, concerning Prof, Laufer's intentions of 
traveling in Central Asia, You wrote me, lie address will be Richler 
straase 61, Coln, Germany until Feb, 15 er so. Yell, I con't write him 
ag such any more, You didn't sention by what way he was combing out, wo I 
suspect by vay of Rusela, The Russian 2,2.'s tring one right to the 
borders of Chinese Turkestan, md then he is already in central Asia, 
Perhaps tho’ he goes from this side ond before he is here, I'11 be gone, 
I suppose, 

One thing strikes mo, n. 1. this, that al tho? you received the 
inventory notes, you do not mention a word «bout hovine received some 
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seeds, bulbs, photos ond letters, how is that? I certainky de net hove 
‘the photos didn't arrive, ‘Then my I bring to your notice that when this 
letter reaches you my time will be getting ao short here tn China that 
it will be doubtful thether wail wil) veests me any longer, 36, as I om 
intent to go via Seattle and then to Chice end perhaps farther south, I 
wish you would send &t to Seattle (Yorte Restante)-or te Chico, c/o Mr. 
 inguat Mayer. | 
Then at lest the veatmess hos arrived, a I an not longer hendi- 
| capped in micing a ble journey. As such I probably will proceed this 
week $o ®u tai shan, and then occupy a fow weeks perhaps in eouthera. 
and in western Shantunce, I certainly want to get that Dig peach from 
Fol tcheng. | 
Just now we are beginning to got through the end of the dhinese 
| Mew Year, which 42 9 season of greet annoyance to all foreigners, ‘the 
Chinese denty hove lost sli their ordinory virtues of sobriety and 
thrift and are just living te de things they otherwise leave alone, Svery~ 
one has the grestos? “i. crioulties with one's servonts, simply taking their 
holidays whether one aporoves of it or not, and when they report for work 
they ere not fit te do anything; hepoeily we are getting thro' it somewhat. 
The postoffice has been reopened ogain, trains ran leo again, the shope 
are being opened and eating houses, and within a week things vada be normal, 
. Well, this remarkable moo hae no Sunday, so they mke up for tt all 
in one long holiday. Well, Mr, Fairchild, My best regards to you all, 
Ta, Yours respectfully, 
PRANK H, BEYER 
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5128. 
| Peking, China, 
Pebr, 12, 1908. 
Mr. August Mayer, 
in Charge of the U. 5. Plant Introduction Garden, 
Chico, Calif,, U.S.A, 
Dear Sir: 
Yesterday 1 forwarded to you, per Japanese varcel post, 
2 packages containing cuttinss of the numbers 254 and 255, and 
scions of No, 253. I hope they'll reach you in good state and that 
you may be successful with them, especially with No. 254, a semi-double 
yellow rose, in which an interest seems to have been eroused. 

foday I am sending you agein a small parcel also by Japanese 
post containing 9 packages of seeds, n.1., the mmbers 90la, 902a, 
9040, 905a 90Ga, 907a, 908a, 909a, and 10a. 

I have nothing particular to say in regard to this shipment, 
beyond that I wished you gave No. 906a the glorious whitebarked vine 

tree, your special attention, 

Did some of them germinate of a former shipment, n.1l. my 
mumbers 138a & 139a. Well, I'll see so when I come back as you 
can't answer me anymore. 

I em, Sir, © 

Yours very truly, 


PRAUK EH, MEYER, 
Agricultursi Explorer. 


Enclosed the notes relating to the aforementioned shipnents, 


Pou, 
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Peting, Ching. 
| 7 Febr. 12, 1908. 
Decor Mr, Fairchild: 

Yesterday I forwarded to you, by Jap. nareel post, one package 
with pode of Gleditaia heterophylla end ome package with ontemolocical 
epecimens. Today I send you by the same post 3 parcels, martced A:2,8 G. 

i have, a8 usual, many requests to make in regard to this ship- 


ment, ~The entomological specimens I wish te see given to Dr. Howard 


and Dr. Marlatt, I just wonder whether those Live ladydirds will foach 
Yeshington in living atete. They mist bo something interesting, 

then the large package with pods of Gleditzia heterophylia, Mo. 
90la, Prof, Sercent wants this tree, aid I wish you would send him a dogen 


| or 80 pods. Then I suspect thie species te be in a state of mutation, as 


——————————— mC lh re 








nearly every tree produces pods which differ from those from tae other 
trees, 36 1% aight be very well to keep one get for the herbarium, and if 
a sot io left, it might perhaps be given to Prof, Huge de Vries in Amater- 
dam, who 49 very moh interested in such things, Of course, I didn't 
pick them ayself from the trees, ao f con't give wy personal gu renty for 
the certainty of the fect, but-~ what I ebserved from o few pods left on 
the trees yet, I showld say there is a very great veriction amen the 
different trees, And ni old priest pointed out different things trees to 


me, each of which bore specially shaped pods. 


‘Then IT wish these pods to be tested for their chemical properties 


as they ere used as « substitute for soap by the northern Chinese, 
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: | T send Chico a nice little beg of seeds, a0 if the seeds of these 
pods get lost, we at111 have the species, but ef course I would susgest 
to save those seeds which are not wented for other purposes and to dis 
tritute them to nurserymen or to raise ‘then at Yashincton, 6. ¢, 

Ho, 902a, A rare Gleditsia of which I would like te see the 
Aynold Arboretum supplied with some pode with seeds in them. Chico got 
& of the collected wentkan $@ you may ubilice the rest in Yadchineton. 

Wo, Glla, 912a and 913a, preserved jujubes. to. Gila is an es- 
pecially aeod mality rarely seen, Ag you often wrote me that Mr, Swingle 
was interested in these jujubes, I wish you would be 80 kind and all 
his attention to them, 

No. Gidea, Have you any bdea what that is? It is aprarently a 
stene=fruit of the peach-like growp. It could be used by us, as it is, 
o@ a fine flowering material for puidings, eskes, ete. 

No, 916 end 916a are also well worth paying attention to, as 
new, wholesome swootmeats, Such an industry might be very successfully 
established in the drier 5.%, 2 3.%, regions of the U.S, --vhat a problems 
have we yet at hend, it is a delight to think about it. 
| fo No. 9188 I want to draw your particuler attention as showing 
what possibilities lay in Sesamy culture for sweetmeat production, The 
Sesemus ea you know ramires only a limited ascunt of rainfall, that is, 
an occasional good socking during June, July and Aucust, conditions which 
prevail in the Rocky Mt, regions. It decen't grow at high altitudes, 
tho’, as i¢ likes warm nichts, The Chinese mke mny different kinds of 

taffles and candies from the Sesamy-seed, When I come across some striking 
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—-s«@hee I'L] send some again, Ill, for focilitetion, emumerate the 
things I sent thie time. | 
BOla, 9028, 90a, 9108, Glia, Giza, 93a, Gid4a, Yl5a, Plda, 97a, 
918a, 919a, and 9208, 
Z enclose herewith the notes volating to these shipments, alse 
_ the notes covering the things sent te Ghice and the Chinese characters 
for the things, for ao ter ag J wes able te ebtein them, in which I was | 
quite lucky this time, as my present interpreter is an able man indeed, 
T eve one question yet to © te you, nm. 1. this:t There is 
 @ gentlemen hore in Peking, Dr. 3. 5. Mepicins, Methodist Mpiscepal wis~ 
sion, Peking 





» Chima, sho hos arectly eseisted me in obtaining volucble 
| information concemine localities where coed things were produced, ond 
he expressed the wish some days ago of wanting to obtein some good 
| varteties of muskenelons, sweet corn md tomboes. Yould you be able %o 
| send him some and have a few padkages of flower seede thrown in for Mre, 
| Hopiclas? I wuld feol mach obliged if you could give instructions to 
such effect, =b on carly dete! 

Then T received a Letter from My. #m, D, Tillis, telling me he had 










contracted for S000 Bamboo plants in Jepan end had them set out in recular 
cueuey methods, YT hove advised him te try t6 sree thon with confined 
 -yoote in berrels, boxes or earthen veousls ond te ask the advice of thor- 
_ @ughly experienced Japanese gardener’ in these mtters and I soon hope to 
d hear nah from him, I also inqiivred about shipwine my plants on a Govern 
et tronaport, i am ofraid, however, thet, as his plants won't be ready 
"until 2 year from now, I can't walt for that, for I live in a hurry, 
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Well, I'11 close with the item, that within a day or two [11 
‘be on the road to fu tal shan onain, 
With best of recards te you all, I remain 


Yours respeotfully, 





VRAME W. MAYER 


Pexing, China, 
March 20, '0S, 
Dear Mr. Failrehiid: 
| Herewith I have the pleagure to ae to you by Imp. Jap. 
‘ Parcels Post, 28 packeges, «ll told, conteininge cuttings, sciens, 
| ‘geeda, entomolocical svecimens, herbarium material, ete., wider the 
following numbers : 
| 256 (3 packages), 287 (4 ditto) 258, 259, 269, 271, 275, 275, 
27, 278, 288, 290, 292, 204, 295, 296, 207, S27a, 9280, 932a, Sata, 
95a ana 1 package, maxed I-X containing entomelocieal specimens, 
I am awfal busy Just now and con't moke this a long letter. mn 


 —_— | oS — — = = we 


. “a merely mike a few euccestions an the way I would like te aee the mater 
Dad disposed of, 

256. A tall spruce fvom Wu tal shany these 3 paresis labelled 
2560, 256 B, & 2666, contain scions og well as herbarium material. I 
Th you would divide them between the Dept. Harbarium, the Arnold Ar- 
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2e%. A spruce also, 4 packages, n. 1., 257A, 2578, 257¢ & 257D 
I wish o see dealt with the suxe as (:¢ above munbor. 257D (packed 
without sphagnum) is of course only hosvasinen meterial, 
g20. Pima sp. to be dealt with the game as above, 
geo. Lavix sp. * * # tt " * # # 

268, A lilaa, I wish to ses given te the Arnold Arborotum. 
om. A Haw, the same as above. 

273. A Whododondron, the same aa above. 

276. An Zim, to be divided between the Armold Arboretum and some 
expert mirserpaen, 

27%. A Soruge, the sane as the preseding mmber. 

| 278. Pinas ep., vare and besutiful, the sane as the two preced~ 
ing omnes, There are peculiar lice upon the needles! 

278. ‘The wild yellew vose (Rose xonthina), te be divided between 
the Departwental provagating grvande, the Arneld Arboretum and some ape» 
clalists rose grovers, hice J send also a good quantity. 

A were, dwarfy elm, probably new, to bo divided between the 


Arnold Arboretum on¢ sows exoart ourserymen, 





£93. A good variety of a fajube, to be sent wherever there is 
grofting stock for them. 

224. A Jujube, the same as the preceding no, 

Bos. 4 # bf * 8 | 8 


296. st ff # * w 8 % 
@QZ. A lilies, sclons, to be given to the Arnold Arboretum, 


‘$2im, Woked oats, from « vory high elevetion, to be given partly 
to Mr, Dall, of the iinn, Agr. Bxp. Station. 


Ci. 
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a | 928. Wull-less Barley, very rare, growing at 89000 feet alti 


_ tude, the same destination ss Mo, 927%a, There is « Rust on those seeds. 


Can you treat them for that’ 
| O3ga, A fine hemp. ‘Seeds and gemples ef fibre, for Mr, Dewey, 


; the fibre specialist. 


 $34e. Pine seeds, to be distributed throughout the est, If 
send Chico the sane quantity for the Vest, 
936a, A #ed reve of which I send Chico algo g. Partly to the 


Arnold 4yboretus end some nurserymen. 


$36a, The yellow rose ef which cuttings sont under Ye, 288; the 


game destination se the preceding masher, Chice got slready 4. 





9378. A cabbage, from very high elevations , for the Northern 
shakes of the Union. 
«*$18Ba, Cotoneaster? Secds of which I supplied Chico teo, to be 
ive to the Arn, Arboretwa, 
M44e, tileac, Seed eapeules to the Arn, Arboretum, Prof, Sargent 


may be able to determine this ap. from these,aapsules. 


S4he, Uryngiwa ep. Rare. For som Sotanical Garden, 
6460, Pubfbulla, rare, for dotermination. 
Ané thie 4s all; tomerroz, I'll send you the actes. Many 


thanks for all your letters, 


Pith dest of reeards te you oll, My, Poirchild, I remais 
Yours, almost too busily, 
FRANK NW, waYHe 
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Paking, Chine, Merch 21, 1908. 


















«Dear Mr, Pairohilds 

Terewi th I am sending you the notes and the Chinese characters 
relating te the shipment of which I wréte you yesterday. Also enclosed 
ave those of the things sent to Chice. 

As you'll observe, I send mimy things te Chico, which really ought 
| te go to a colder locality, but as Chico is eo very much quicker reached 
from this side and as the spring is wight upon us I concluded it te be 
better to send them there as to you. Prof. Sergent my get some herboriug 
miterial from the various trees nd shrubs from the ¥u tad shan rection, 
when they have been growing fer a couple of years in Chics, 

In regard to the lorge paresis with spruce-scions, I my observe 
| ‘that--as the noodles droop all off, when the twigs become dry, I thought it 
to be a better way to send them this way, se as to allew P wf. Sercent to 
' identify them with greater ease. 

q Amonez the Chinese character-cards, there are a fow of which T'11 
take probably the seeds with iy fi nl, Hos, 92la, 922a, 923e, 924a, 925a, 
(926a, 929a, 920a, VGla, 95Be, and 43a. 

| A@ you'll notice, there sre several Mlm-seions again emone this 
material, I'11 just note herewith that I found already [ 





| ULuas here in North China and suspect a few to be new} ap, Ne. 390 seems to 
— aseaped notice of other collectors, 

‘The Jujube sections (Nos, 293, 294, 295 ond 206) de not require a very 

speedy treatment, ae these trees are amon; the last of the Chinese trees to 

come into leafy but I wish you would bring it te the notifie of these who are 


going to take care of them, that they mustn't despair when these scions 
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are not beginning to show quickly any sign of life; way in June, perhaps, 
it may be that they'll eprout ont. 

I send the peach-budwood mteriel, Yo, 654, 655, 656, 687, 658, 659 
and 660 to Chico, 6n account of the advonesd geason, otherwise I would have 
sent them to Washineton. --I wrote Nr. Marer, however, that if he hadn't 
the stock for them, he might send them Rast. | 

You'll algo notice thet after the Ho, 300, IT took 654, This is 
because I dontt like to have two incomplete series of numbers, when leav- 
ing this country. If, however, I aa up te 700 acain, I'll step then and 
start with 301. 

I enclose also the note relatines te the rice, Wo, 802a, and I wish 


you would be #6 kind and destroy the old one and substitute this one instead, 





Would you alse advise Chico what te do with this rice?’ You probably will 
gend if to Texas or Louisiane now, ien't it? I also have another 7 yet 
of it, whch I'11 take with me when returning. 

Then I got a letter from Dr. Marlatt abowt some entomolociesl] 


material, which arrived in a bad condition on account of it having been 


shaken up in transit, Yes, such things happen sometimes, md a package 


might even have been inspected by the postal authorities and not properly 


packed up acein, as I have experienced myself already a couple of times. 


TY eaclose herewith a letter to Dr, Marlatt, which I wish you would 
be so kind aa to hand it over to him, --I am just thro’ with the shipping 
of the collected stuff and feel more at ease now. I requested the Japanese 


postel authorities here to hurry the miterial throt end thes promised to d 
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$0, #0 I hope it all will arrive in good shape. ‘Tomorrow 111) answer 
your mil, With best of regards to you 211, I am 
Yours respectfully, 


Peking, Ching, Mar, 23, '08, 


Dear Mr, Fairchild: 
And now I come to the anawering of the bie let of moil that I 


found here at the legation, wen my return. 





Letter dated Jan, 4, 108, with enclosures of Dt, Baker's letter, 
My, Benton's letter and several ecards how to feed and ship live enimals. 
Well, a@ you know already, I didn’t get any mowkeys after <li 
and ag I didn’t know that such a Line would be locked upon with favor 
by you all, I didn't want to co into 44 with «11 Sinbie Now, however, I 
om molding: inquiries in regard te the possibility of getting some animals 
here in Peking and if successful will take them with ma, You see, our 
aim in life is, to be a3 usefal ay possible te our fellewmen, and ony 
work that furthers toward that end, provided of course 4t isn't too heavy 
upon ourselves, will be gladly done, 

In overlocidiny: the enclosures, I seo that ono letter ie headed 
~Mational feological Park and signed by Frank Benton,while the other letter 
‘Dears Wationsl Zoclockea) Park for its hosd and Pronk Boker for efgnature. 
: ‘muppoae, tho, that it is 211 the same place. 
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I dee from these letters that the monkeys are very near related te 


the Bengal, ones, Well, that is interesting, fer the big tigers here in 


——— Oo a 


N.China, Monciurie and Bastern Siberia are also said t be fore of the 
”-“«* Bengal tigers, I just heard recently that en American geatloman got a 
| @icin of one of them o couple of yeare ago, which masured 45, 26. from 
Bhp Of mows to end of tall, tMarvellows, isn't 147 
| a Yn regard to these northern monkceys, I don’t know whethor I wrete 
you alréady the fact, that the well-to-do Chinese love to keep 2 couple 
of them in their stables, soying that they keep thely horses and pontes 
‘in good epirite, and they even ascribe teming qelities te them. In how 
4 far thie is the case, I mpself an not able as yet te verify; these state« 
‘ ments one only hears very seldom and the Chimese themeelves won't talk 
‘much about 1¢, belne afraid thet we miltes #111 leugh at then. 


in which you wentionsd that you are 





forwarding te ma & set of explorer’ s notes about tho jajubeos of China, 

gotten up by Mr, Svingle. Yes, maybe I'1] heve to rd@arn some day 

again to this country, 30 mony many interestine things remain yet to 

be introduced, ‘The whéle Yellow River district hasn't been touched — 

yet and the 4 oveviness, Shontung, Honan, Shansi and Shenel, are 

J¥ct calling me to search them, I just heard again of a locality 

in Shaned where 10 varieties of grapes are existing among which there 

seem to be voxy fine ones. Then I heard about a forest of white- 
‘parked pines and other rere trees in northern Honan and of many vari- 

eties of persimmons in $,W, Shontung and in So, Shansi, I sometimes wish 


It wouldn't hear such things for--China 4s not on agreeable land to live 
and work 4n, One is always an exile here. au 
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£ gam. 17, 108. Announcing, you are forwarding me a lot of 


Osage-orange seed, which I just reeelwed and will send within « day or so 
to Dr. ¥, U, Mayes at eine ehew, I suppose you received my letter, re- 
lating the absentmindedness ef this gentlemm, 

|  ‘Sobiers of Jon. 15, .'08. Minenclel offeiys, Thank you very auch 
for the sottling of that debt of -~20 38/00 U. 3, Gold, due te the Govem- 
ment for leet year'sa@mnmpristions, The other murte of these letters I'11 
study later on, vhen I an thro’ with the rush, 

Letter of Jon. 23, '08. Informing me yous plone in regard te further 
exploration im Gentwal Asia. Well, 1 a elad I got the locality mentioned 
 «*dbreadly. This gives me a bese t6 work upom, Of course, things may change 
yet in these coming months, Meny are the things I want to speak about and 
the outdome thereof wy totally alter our presest ideas, You'll agree with 
mo, Of course, thet I need a reet, after thie nearly three years roaming 


| 


about here in China, where ease ond comfort haven't been frequently with me, 
Now where and how T'11 get that reset ie as yet « meele to me, ond that fe 
really just the most interesting part of it, The lese man knows obout 
his future, the more interesting life becomes, 
Who is thie Mr. Flisworth funtingten, whe has spent over three years 
in these repions’ t gupyese acpellwey-builder or onything Like it. 
i you know, I om out of contact here with what there is written or 









seta in the civilised world and s9 such, o question ag the above is perfectly 
excusable for mo, looa Kr, Muntington live in Washington? if se, 1 probe 
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Y Latter of dm. 90, )08. suggesting to m te study the publication 
: about Dr, Sven Nedia's Gecrerophical Selentific expedition inte Central 
| Agha, You, 1°11 ba delighted to get hold of the book. I'L1 mike in- 


quiriecs heve at the hecations ond see if 1% is te be gotten here at 
 “[ptier of dam, 31, 105, with enclosed copy of the Po, State 
‘College, with regaré to the yellow flowered catalum, Yes, whenever T 
can obtedn some seeds or roots from it, 1411 send them, It is of course 
 @ ®ather rare plant and I heven’t met it quay often, bet there ic a lo} 
eality uear Tsingten which du easy to reach und where we micht be able 
to got it. , 
ss Wel, this 49 oll your m1 answered, These coming days T have te 
Box wp aifferent olonte and treca and take then dow with me to Shanghat 
ona thers T'Li be busy in geitime different motertal, These jost times 
“ape going to be the tustost ones of all my time epent herete im this land, 
Herewith I alan write you a short account of thie past trip, which 
lasted = little over « month, --March 24, 1908, 
age t was called away yesterday te overlook a collection of small 
peckages of northern Chinese Plever seeds amon Waleh ave gaia to be 
very fore ones, end I olso had to inapeat somo monkeys I contemplate 
7 baying, ami on the top of all this wy very able intersroter got an 
| ; {aflom-tion af the eyes and can't write som notes about collected 
| ¥ ‘material, Well, I gave him berseie acid for a wadh ond with the intern 
5 hardiness of this raee, I hope he'll soon be better,~- 
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«And right again I get some urgent mail now from Dr, Barchet at S'had 
and fron twe wicsionaries in the Chekiang prov., sbout shipping sesds 
and plonte ond as such, I have to postpene my aceount of the last trip 

te a better time. | 

‘fT romain with best regards to you abl, 
| Toure ‘vospoctfuriy, 
| PRANK 0, MAR 








Petinge, bya Tutt, 
| | Vareh 26, '03. 


; Door Mr, Foksonllat 
s , flerewith 1 mn sending you a smell package, containing come ecions 
| of 8 vary Taro weesing oln, Would you be so kind and gon4 1¢ at your very 








| “3 fire opvertunt ty to an expart mirsexyman, Tt ic the first time I mes 
a weening elm here of such o graceful character. 
| . ehse enclese notes in this letter relating to this and te other 
_—ahtgmontase-eE hope to leave this sfteraoon for tenbsin 1° posstther-- 
4 ht sh of my pecking isn't Minished yot, In hostel Hemeining 

tee 7 me conShchtany, | 


PRANK B, MOM 
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p ‘ne yx Lee. of f Pes ae 


On Board of the 5, 5. Hein Pung, 
on the Yellow Sea near Chefoo, China, 
april 8, 108, 
Dear Mr, Pai reht lar 
| We eye alveady one day on the salt water and being the only white 


passenger aboard and ae gach net finding mith distraction, 1'11 try and 


write you m secount of my Last trip ia the our 
I left Peking ou Sunday morning Pobruary 16th by train, spent 

the night in Shin kis tchwang, & amall tom where one has te change | 

sed the ext morning we procesded again by train to tad yuen fu, passing 

thro' some nice bite of mcky and munteinous scenery and having the road 





teins of Shenei, 








«bed rom even fer a fer stretches over coal beds, Well, at ebout 7 P. &, 


w6 aryived im the capital of Shane and we soon found a fsiriy clean iam, 
T my state yet, that I saw «a fo specimens of the Digtucts chinonsis 
along the BR, &., sheving thet this tree is sere widely spread indeed than 





what we expected ani mistletoes aleo (the yellomberried variety) vere 
 §$8@n all over the poplars end in the elm od even in some pear trees, 


On February 16th I arrenged for moles, exchanged woney and got 


things in shape fer the hard journey and the next morning we left with our 


little caravan of six mice end 56 men, We peesed thre’ dcep gullies, eaten 


™ in the soft loess by the greet traffic of miles and carts, Those gullies 


hh ANE fields ond 
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down on 182-Heed, I was told thet some two years ago more than 40 


carts loaded with merchandise, with the accompenying drivera and all 
of the onimls, were absolutely dostreyed by a cloudburst sbeve such a 
gaily. The remains even couldn't be found. ell, we didn't hove any 
trouble beyond the fearful amount of dust which hengs in these rovines 
end settles down all over one's face and clothes, giving one the same 
eoat of eelor aa the sureeuntings. | 

The poople 6f this part of Shansi corve caves out of the easy- 
to-be~vorked sol] and live in them, sometimes even three fomilies <bove 
each other, Just like genuine caveiwellers, When we passed thre’ the 
natives were @ti11 in holidoy mood on sc count of the paseed Chinese New 


Year and they sat lazily in groups together, sometimes, however, busily 


engaged in catching the littls« pete they are well supplied with, and 


of which we eleo had the sorrow to come in contact with, 

The following days we proceeded on to the ™ tei shan racion 
and the more we advanced the more inquisitive the people became, for 
eignera being so rare in these regions, On February Send, Saturday, 
Washington's Birthday, we got into a bit of a serap with some other 
malemen. Wewere the biggest «nd most heavily leaded party, while the 
others had only & few males with almjct nothing on their backes; sa such, 


we had the right of way, but the other party thought different ond in 


less than no time there was a free fight in which whines ond fiste were 
freely used, and they pulled each others queuss te such an extent that 


 -'T expected then to como off, but no--the yellow mn has his hairs very 
‘firmly implanted, Well, vhen I came between, they soon stopped and 
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the different people separated cussing each other, Ae the scenery was 


vory dull and we were al] somewhat tired, this insident proved am agree- 


able a A to leugh about, especially as nobody was hurt, only one whip 


but wae broken and o few hairs pulled out. 

t waa able to see on these mountain roads how cleverly the Gainese 
make manure for their fields. “hey spread some somvum stems in a hollow 
plage in the road, epritkie some coll over them and await results. Well, 
thousands of peck snimols are passing over these roads, and now when once 


“ea female enimei hae urinated on such straw, all the pessiag donkeys, 


horses and sulee feel bound to de the same and when the m:terial is suf} 
ficiently tremped shout and soaked with the velusble liguid, the cnorsetie 
Chinaman spreads it over his fields and has a cheap mnure, 
On Sunday February 25rd we arrived at Last tired and cold in the 
Wa tal shan and spent a miserable aigat ina cold smoky room. The next 
day, however, I moved to a temple, 2 Mitte way up on a mountain, but 
clean enyway, But altho’ the deys were rather mild, the nights were bite 
ingly cold. | If I tried to write with ink, then 4t simply froze on the POM. 
Weil, I al imbed and explored the % tad shan region for 8 days, 
during which time we had only three snow snowsterms and I wore a pair 
of heavy leather boots uite out. By this time you will heve received 
of course the mtoriel I collected there, coned atine of 2 kinds of 


‘spruces, 1 pine, 1 larch, wild gooseberry, wild currant, olderberry, | 


lilac, rose, willow, etc. I found there also a vimbarb, odelweias, 
oem ed the Mippephad mhemnsides, a@ plant which alee grows in the 
“sand anes atone the weed wench #f Rorope, Very atronge to meet such a 
there. Of course, I can't enumerate all the plonts, a the snow 
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was covering most of the soil and it being widwinter, there wasn't 


wach to see anyway. 


T observed a herd of 7 white-tailed deer and some footorints 


| 
and excrements of wolves, out the brutes themselves kept out of sight. 


The neked oats ond the Imll-lese barley I found there here veached 
you probably, ere this mesaace arrives, 

On Saturday morning, February 29th, we left ogein and the weae 
ther had become very cold, a cutting ley wind blowing o11 over the woun- 
tains, And the food in the inns wie very very bed indeed, flat oateckes 
with no salt in them md bad reeking oi] to bake them in. Oh, well, 'A 
ie passed again, We went from the fu tai shan to Tai tehou and pasaed 
thro’ regions where the people were much afraid of me, running away when 
we wanted to ask them gome. I met some Moncol carsvens on the road and 


observed even blue-eyed men among them, wiich 4s such o delight to us, 


 g@ all those Chinese hive thoge dark unsympathetic eyes. 


In one village on the road, Mye-ying in the name, the people were 
a0 troublesome in wanting to see me, that we had to ask assistance of 
the police and to chase them out of the yard; they wouldn't leave one 
alone, | 

| On Monday, March 2nd, we arrived in Tal tchou, where I was told 
many varieties of beans were to be found, which was a farce, however, 
They had just the very ordinary kinds, I got a fer samples, however, 
On March the 4th we found ourselves in Tong chang di, s famous 


pear district west of Kuo hsein. I was the very first white mn ever 
seen there, and the people climbed on the reofa of the house to see mi, 
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even the women did, which is very tore for them to do, f had officially 
to ask assistance from the headmn of the village to keep the people in 
order and to obtain scions ef the pears, and the mn wos visibly afraid 
of ma. Why, I really don't know, In the evening the schoolteacher cane 


end asked my interpreter timidiy whether he would be ellewed to have a 


look at mej just a@ if I were some kind of a show animal! 
aR Well, I got some pear scions ef the best kinds, which are probably 
now in Chico. They are very juicy and extraordinary keepers, keeping even 
for over a year; the flesh, however, is hard, ond we will probebly only 
use then for cooking pears. 
My men had auch trouble in uncerstendim the local lansusge. Of- 


_ ten they had @he to erite the characters dom if they wanted a thing. ‘Some 


expressions had changed se radieally, #¢ a8 to mike it « totally difforent 
Language and yet some people apeck Of Chinese as one language. 

} The noxt day we left agein and stopyed over night at Hang tan 
hein, a rather large town where maiet happened to have been held that 


day and where the curiosity of the people was something fierge. I hate to 


atrike such places, for it is really bad on one's temper, 
| On all ef the reads coming from the pear didricts, one meets pack 


‘animale of all descriptions, even camels ond alee men, carrying the fre- 
grant pears, 1t must be = big source of income te the natives, these 
* orchards, 


On Friday, March 6th 7 left again fer Tai yuan fu, passing 


‘Hsintchou, where I spent a pleasant evening with some English missionaries, 


were atationed there. ‘The weather in general was fine, the’ we had 
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| 014 sandladen winds somtimes which made one's eyes awart, On 

? ax oh. 8th we pateed thre’ » loess country ond while reaching wut for some 
peeds on a shrub, the soll gave way and I rolled down a precipice for a 
gouple of mndred feet, bat while falling I kept in wind that drenken 

pet ole, amall ebildren and idiete often fell ond yet rorely hurt them 
salves, on sccount of not resiating their downward movemen$, and se I kept 
‘my Linke in ond arrived ab tho bottom only a Little scratched and shaky 
of course, I saw may fossil scongos in reogalar layers in these loess 




















f - ions, showing that loess is aot a coll being blewn here from the 
lains of Centzal niles ag Bayon von Richthafen's theory is, but that ali 
o the leess formation is simoly a deposit of the sea and my firm opinion 
is that the very greater part of W, #, Chia has been underneath the sea. 
Well, in the eveniiag of March the 8th, I wee in Tal yum fu and the 
a } day again in fein tse, there I collected seeds ani cuttings of Rosa 
Zaathina, seions of « now elm, and vorious other seeds and cuttings, The 
next two days sev me collecting some more material in Tein tee and the neigi- 
od ond I fownd 4 varioties of jujubes end 6 of good peaches. There 
were mony scales upon the pach and apricots and also a lady~bestle feeding 
pen seme, 1 have sent somo of this entomeloical material to the Dept. 
: nd trust it to hove been recel wd, 

fa the evening, while in the sing yuen temple, a nice dish of 

ue ton had beon prepared for me, vat when I wanted to ent it couldn'$ be 
'o : 6 anywhere and great was the commtion about it. Tf suspected geome low 
wolles to have stolen it, but altho’ we held some kind of a council of 
Lnvestigation, the culprit wesn't brought to Ligat. 
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On March 12th, I wae back again in Tai yuan fu, where the next 


} day I bought some rare plemts like Uchedyvala white-bariced pines and a 


dwarf Buoniume, On Sunday March 16th I left ogain by train for Peking 


_ where I arrived Monday afternoon, 


Since then I have been too busy with packing in and writing and 
buying plants mear Peking ond near Mentsin, 14 which plants are with 
me now aboard of thie steamer. I an quite tired of course and think 


with pleasure on the coning lon: sea trip. 


From Shanghed I'11 send you my financial accounts and ofter that 
T'11 have to visit Dongsi, Ranchow and Ming Ielond. 
| lH us hope, I ean finish 211 things, 
With best recarda to you oli, I remain, Hr. Fairchild, 
Yours vdspectfully, 
FRANK N, MeyER 


Near Shanghai, China, April 10, '08, 
Dear My, Pairohilds 
Herewith I aa enclosing 83 photos taker on my last trips and shew- 
ing some of the things I collected mterial from; sls0 enclosed a nuuber 


of duplicate notes relating to former shipments ani to seme things I have 


still with ma, We are nov on the Yangtse, but we hed rough weather lost 
“night and now the rein onveloves the whole Landscane, Yhen once ashore 


“seat I'l ~rite more, With best regards te you all, I om 


Yours respectfully, 
VRAMK UN. MeTER 
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good, Caine, April 15, 1908, 


| . Revewhth I am forvardine to you 3 neckages thre? the American P,0. 


1 parcels contains aelons of the crooked Jujube and is marked 667, the 
«Sther two package 





1 contain mute @f the beautiful evergreen chestmt, Cas- 
| tanopsis tibetana, and are soriked 9892, One sample of these sacds is pace d 
| in damp charweal, the other in dame pentmoss, T suppose they'll beth 
| arrive in the eane condition. | I hope you'll urze the propacaters te be 
‘very attentive to them, as they are yory hard te be hed.~~-Would you 
alo distribute the Jujube cuttings to some oxsert murserymen? They 
won't leaf out until in June, w they neodn'’t despair if they don't 
start quickly inte growth, I alse send 1/3 of the chestmts te Chico, 
| I remain 
Yours reepoctfully, 


WRARK H, MEYER 






Shanghai, Ghina, April 15, 1908, 

| Herewith z it sending you my accour ts for the past quurter, 
Would you be 90 kind and forward them to the right qucrters? They won't 
be found porfect, but it won't be long before T ara back ond thea we ¢an 
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nays ‘by 4 Page nf ee 


There are perhaps a few items which noed somes exolenation, m1. 
the great charges for baggage by carts, transfers ond by trains, bat, 
when you teke in sonsideretion that I bew 





ht amy plont’ and sadke with 
beans, besides all the bedding, cooking wtenslle ond conoral baggage 





has to carry in China, then these charges are not at oll oxeegsive, I 
3 waon't able to Obtain receipts of freight from the stationmsters, being 
mostly in great haste when boarding a train ond else hoving been refused 
a couple of times an officiel receipt by the Chinese stationmesters for 
some occult reason er another, 
| I alao made my salaxy voucher ont in triplicate for feav one or 
two of them may not be fod 6, K, Would you be go kind and destroy 
the wrome ones? 
Meat Of the subvoushors are yet of the old type. 1 received 
&@ second letter from iy, Zavpone on this subject too late to corry 
ite émamnas inte effect. 1 also had te use coubinotion-shects of 
‘the o14 fom, set having been supolied with new ones, 
Til heve ~~1000 00/00 doll, 1.5, Gold Bghamge thie year. Can 
2 you wiiline it? ana ther finenoial letter is in state of progress, it 
will seen feller this. 
a I remain, sir, 
Yours rewpectfully, 
PRANK HM, MHNED 
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Shanghai, Chine, April 15, 1908. 
Dear Mr, Fai rehilds 
Now that I am thro’ with the finenolal affairs, I feel better 
agein end I'l] anewer the lettera which have been coming in the last 
Gaye, Host of them have been sent back from Peking, 





her Of Feb, 14, 1908, with on enclosure for Mr. Piper, Yes, 
I had written to jou befers about visiting this Chumg Mine Island. 
Just before I got your letter I had asked Dr, 5. P, Barchet in Shanghad 
for some information in regard to the quickest vay to reach that island. 
‘How, however, I find that Dr, Barchet himself has never been there, but 
he knows a micelonary whe goes there frequently and is being exoscted 
back now within a few days and who promised to brine seeds with hin, 
So we'll walt and gee, If he dooan's bride back sufficient mterial, 
T'11 go myself, | | 
better of J abe 20, 108. Referring to some semples of sey beans, 
Yea, thanks, I received one anall bag containing thea, There are not 
af many varieties, the, ea I expected. I found wmy more myself on 
these wanderings throuch China, I aise see that Mo. G64a ("ypha 
Laxmanni) didn't goruinate in 3t. Loule, A pity, for it is a dwarf 
Spe Of cat's tail ond 71% oven for pot culture. 

' Letter of Feb. 20, 1908. A lengthy one it is. Thank you very such 
for the appreciating reunrka concerning the photos, Yes, I myself admit 
that there are a few beauties anong them, and even the white people here 
in China, who are so used to scoing pictures relating to thie country, 


abe often expressing their delight in overlooking them. Dr, “archet 


ee 



















«80% ooReGdS tH a2 apimoiace. hele aes 
belek gat gam} sist Buds sade, saroda % ad, 
lefgaed’ f dorotel .€ ,2 4x0 boven bat 1 matted | soy OB. T, 
Hooked tact domes of yew dean inp gle ef Suageral aoddoon sy 
tid yeesid goed, Koved gal Koemsd tederiat 59d. tase oa. i ae 
hadoecns geiad ak bac yldmouper? orients -. oe 





LS 


tt gioco thatition eo gk Baul oaks ? 
stemmed yor t¢ soheee moe BF ai ieae tel nt tS na Qh Sate 
fon one enon cet pntntasnyo, wd: Liem, 960 fo anes. 
| 9 Rncrge onc erin bee B sbetopcan Tes, «OA 
age”) 2b80 . talt ooe ow ds tt S80 ” 


txewh & af d2 20% side A a “at as, 





Hou yew WO, saeuttseh te se vtguet A 


aie 


finhs tigey: I yaet Penal isa 





hans ona bf waltete 8 
touors” a shat 


Pa aA ae det, a AeA” wALeLaPy R's ir ahaaa WA Te -. 


Dik, §36 
eS 
pet 
ae | : | 
| | thinks we ought to publish them in album form, 
| sbout Wr, Mieka, Yes, that white borked pine ig Pinus bungeana, 





he didn't tell you « sovelty, by mentioning tha, Iu record to obtaining 
seed of that species, Well, I have sent ab yackous occaiens small quan- 
tities of it, out they ave hard te get, for being edible, the Chinese 
search for them ag eacerly as the birds from the dy a. 1 just re- 
cently purchased 10 epecimens of this pine tho' and will teke them with me. 

You aluo spesk of Ur, Wicks mentioning thet the ordinary Yuonins 
has ran gut, bkt~-whet is the ordimery “uondmac? I suppose he means &. 
redicena, or perhapa %, jeponica, Of the spruces, in which he took an 
interest aleo, I hove 12 apecimens with me, beautiful little trees they 
are, tut very expensive. The 12 cost us 106 dollars Mex. silver ond 

| before they are Hast, I think they coe 20 dellers mex, p, piece. 

I aoe your note thet Prof, Sergent has beon afvaia that I 
wouldn't 20 any more inte the Wa tal shan regions, Well, you see his 
fear wasn't justified, althouch I personally feel thet T have made a 

; erent seevifies in sot obteining the very isportent thines from the 
Shentung province. I hope Mr, Wilson will recompena 
this sacrifice im sending lots of things from tussh ond Sgechusn, Do 








you hesy mach from him? Ye here never hear from him, but he seems to 
write to Prof, Surgent pretty fyequently, How are his photegrophs 
| taming out? --About mute of the Pimw korsenets which Mr. Hicks do- 
@iredt Yell, I send in 1906 some quontities of pine seeds from Hebar 
onsk, Eastern Siberia, under No, Sida, of which I suppose they are Pinus 
— Xoraensts. ha these seeds ever gomainate, Youldn’t the Imp Botanical 
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| 537 
ss Garden in Tokyo be able te supply you with a qumtity of seeds of 


these Korean pines, since Jepan assumed control over Korea? 
Bm what ocaldty of the U.S, ie thet Glen St. Mary Sureury 
| | Co, which ie going te propagate the large sesdless persimmons? I em 
not agqucinted of course with all the smell towne in euch a big coun 
” try as the U. 8, 
I saw your renngics conesming the mis-statewent the Kansas City 
Stay made about our work. Yes, T711 be glad te heve a lock at the cor 
| responience about ‘nese mittera, tho I'm sorry, you took the thing too 
wach t0 heart. Yeally, these nevspapera are not worth getting angry at. 
Be, you vere tolling me 2 novelty, that vou had some lentern- 
slides prerared from mr photes for uee in lecturing, Yer dows the pub 
| lie receive these pletures? 
Yes, the Pei tcheng peath is on the prograun for another time, 


— oo TT TS 


or for onother explerer, ‘The distences are too big in China and travel 
ss tee slow and too hard to cover mach territory. 

About some preserves of the Chinese haw, Crataegus pinnatifida, 
‘well, it is rathor hard to send some of that soft mterial to Amertea, 


- =” 


‘but IT have some with me and knew how to mike it, se when you md I are 
‘old, we may taste some Americans srow 

= ethno Tam sure thet these birds Boading upon green horned eat- 
a “i were not perhaps Idites, fell, now you got me. uy interpreter 

galled them eagles, and I would ‘eal them twall eagles, they really were 

| Thercantedl for howks, I im not really know the kite, 1122 see them vhen 
aa in Washincton, 


a produe of thid remarkable fruit. 
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5 gee your welcome remark that you ore contemmlating velleving 


done, it would be a delieht. Of courses, as ft wrote you in my finenetal 


“Leber, I heave mde ws my mind not te co out ony mre under the present 


| * - \Plmanet.ad regulations. Mony i¢londs oni dreaay countries call me where 


t don't have to bother about all this money~business, And I have just 
taken this profession of the great out ef doors on account of hating all 


that effico-like work end I find out thet I am Just ramming right inte 


44 with these accounts and thelr accompanying misery. Well, vhen boek, 
we'll thrash the mtter out. 

How low the tempersturse go in the recionus oxvend denel? Well, 
t amt of the opinion that it doesn't go much below 20% below cero Fabr., 


and that this temerature is set very frequent, “There are many sountaina 


there and you know what a shelter they offord. In recurd te the deter 


Cuvee, Fed, 2 good strong thermometer would bo « neces 





sity ond a few additional ones for accidents, felll speak about these 


-mebhere when face to fate, 


08. telling m= thet em enclosure of Mr. Bert- 





held Laater' @ let ter will inform me that he anticipates to meet me. 
Well, that copy of My. Laufer's letter surely won't in thet envelope 
and T ouprose At de somewhoravyet in Washington, 2, Of 

in duplicate, Asking me wr opinion in 





 pegaréd to the wild peaches of China, so as to put my idesa as the dispesa} 


of Mr. U. B, Wakte, Well, the plont IT esl1 the original peach, Prunus 
liana, strikingly resembles the peach, save for the fruits which are 
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only stone and skin, or, I ate geen encuch yet of China to dare 
te say that the cultiveted peaches showld hove sorasuc from this one, 
I was told that there are real wild peaches erovin: near Tchang in the 
cliffs, Sut--I haven't seen thee and con't eupveie any opinlony-« 
And now obout the climate where this Prunus: Devidiena grows and what 
aress in the , 3, correspond tc it. Well, om this question, I can 
answer thht the middle fecky Mountain region of the UJ. 8, has a climte 
‘very eimilor to that of the regions around Peking, The states of Colo- 
vedo 2nd Uteh will be found te avoreach it more closely then any rection, 
I know of, ‘These ericinel peaghes brow mostly on satherm exposed 
wrimtain slopes, are bushy im shape and vary from a couple of feet high 
to even 10 fect tall. “hoy seem to be able to stamd great amounts of 
dry hea® and not given over to suffering from droushts, I am add that 
the Chinese call 2t the Shan teu slm or the mountein or wild peach tree 
and groft upon iti peaches, apricots, buskcherrics, flowering plums 
and floweriuc paadhes, #rom the twigs they mike a foor kind of baskets 
end utilize the whole shrub aa fuel, like they use any tree or shrub 
here in China, | 

In Mentein m4 in Peking they grow the tree in gardens a3 an 
ornamental tree which often becomes 20 foet hich ond they hove two 
varieties! a resy colored flowering one ond a white~flowered one, Well, 
that is about dl I loww about thie interesting plant. 
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I alee received a letter of thanks from fr. 0, 1, Marlatt, 
| { dated Fob, 26, 08) for a lebter of Oct. 26, 'O7 and for entomelogi- 
eal meteriel Y hed sent, Would you be ao kind and inform Dr, Marlatt 
that 1711 leave China within « fer weeks, 
3 And hovewLth T have answered oll of the mil, “ithin a couple 
of days T'11 be in Dongsi and then via Yenshow and perhaps Soochow 
back t® Shanghai, otter that perhaps te Ming Island and then 7111 
Get a steamer and take a1] my plenta with me. Bat 1411 let you know 
yet how 1922 Ow é 
| With best regarde you 211, I am 

Yours respectfully, 

PRANK Ti. MEYER 





UBLRAL 5 China, Apr. a¥,. 1908, 
Dear Mr, Foirohilds 7 
ferewith T ai enclosing you o set of papers all alened in 


vee quadruplicate, waich I hope my be of assistance in straightening 





out the financial matters, Of one form I could only find one, how 
ever, which I herewith send, 
«Th has been vory rainy these last days, tut it seems to clear 
up again, Tf so, 111 go tonight, or otherwise tomorrow, 
reat 
Yours respectfully, 
PRARE B, MOYER 
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. ab Shanghai, China, apr, 15, 1908. 
Dear lr, Pal rohila: | 
How, I om coming to my second financial letter, in which I'11 
answer some of your remeste, 
Well, to start with, I met say that I rather climb 10 ® tabs 
shane aa labouring on one Of these “lovely” 7? financial affelts. This 
68 @ prelude, | ‘ 
I7LL mewer your letters about these tenies chronologically and 
then t come t your letter of dm, 16, 108, Gell, I om glad t notice 
that I needn't deposit the Soverneont's money, thet would have been too 
‘wmach indeed if they had forced that upon me, 
You agk me, in regard to wy Serine exmendes, whether T'11 be 
able to utilize the whole 5000 doll, Gold this year. Yell, last nicht, 
poon finishing mr accounts for the past quarter, I find out to m own 
surprise that 1/11 heave a isrge surplus left, My total expenses for 
the past 9 months hove been in round on S400 doll, mex, silver. Bow 
I get for salary yet for the coming querter 700 * * " Then 
traveling and shipping expenses will be aboutg00 * =" = (which 
is liberally estimted!) | 
Ag such altogether --- 
carry me casily thro’ and a surplus of 9000 mez. is left, or 1000 00/00 
U. S, Geld, which you my bo oble to utilize in soms way or another, 
I don't know how heavy the expenses for the month ef June will be, 
"hen in Auorica, tut I hove a feeling they won't be very heavy. ven the 
 f'ekght upon the plants isn't going te be so very excessive, 


aoll, mex, silver will 
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908, with enclosure of Me, Zappone's letter 





| of Feb, 21, in which I seo the item: "thet it is mndatery upon all 

| temp, spec, diab, Agents of this Dept. to use the forms proseribed by the 
Treasusy Dept, if it ie theiy wich toe centime handline public funds, “ams 
‘Well, do you know, Wy, Pairehild, waat I wos intending to de, oe receipt 


of this letter? This-«t¢ hub, when thimring 





of the plente I hewght and contracted for and knowing nobody who could 
toke core of them, I folt that it wouldn't be the right thing to do. 1 
hove BDcen hovering, tho, for some days, between my plan of roturning aa a 
free men vie India or Australia or Stborka or tO 66 at o gorvant te a 
position via the uniatereating Paeific Oceon, Yell, I have decided to 
stick t the thing I awore te take interest in,--~-It was bad thot on 
my heed this matter and I was obliged to loy for three nichts and two 
days on the bricks of a Chinese bedstead not being able te do a thing. 
I was physically tired also, for f hove been on the move now ever since 
returning from the hard trip te the fu tal shan rection, 

‘This one thing, tho, I have settled with myself: that 1 will not 






hard enduch here anyway, Positions with lesa worry ond with fewer 
hardships are to be hed 
Letter of Pedr. 29, 1908, enclosing a copy of Mr, Zapponets let~ 


ter of Feb, 26, 1908, in which I see the item thet I my be even at a 
personal loss, Well, that 4s acine to bé « viendel I see in your let- 
ter, tho, not to worry too mich cbout thie atter, and of course, now 
that I stick to the work, you cll surely will aseiet mo in steering thru 
4 ‘these troublesom waters. 
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I am returning you herewith a check for 600 00/00 
doll, U. %. Gold thich I de not need. I endorsed it on 
the back, 26 you cen utilize it without troubles, I an 
mot qaite eure how auch money I recelved im all, bet £112 
lack these matters up when back in Washington. 

Well, I hope this is my lost Tinencial Letier from 
thie yellow man's land, Another more chatty Letter will 
soon follow, 

I remain, Mr, Pairchild, 

| Yours respectfully, 
WRANK H, MSYER 
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+ mined, China, Gag 8, 1908, 
Dear ir. Pal rehdlas | 

, Sinee several doys I a beck again from the interior ond am obill 
buy in troneplanting bamboos and fixine all things for shigment. I eae 
timate the weight of all the atuff at at least a twenty tone, if not 
more, I have been in neretiations with 4 different 5. %, comenies for 
fayorsle confitions for these plants, bui the 7, Y, f. line and che 
_ Peoific Mall 3, $, Co, want to stow them down in the hold, a thing 1 
cau't do with them, ae they would suffer too mich, Tho Goneddon PactMe— 
Line is willing to give them « good place, bul uafortumetely their whele 
toring ompagity for the first«goins steamer was already engoced a few 
weeks ago, and the next steamer leaves 2 month from now, They are the 
faatest beats just nor on the Pacifie and tare the coolest renter two 
very good footers in our work, — 





Yell, now T have the 4th Co, left, the Stamf™1 Go., md 1111 
probgbly leave Shanghal new within 4 or 5 days, with one of their beats 


which 1421 inspect tomorrow, and arvive in GonProncises at about the 16th 


Of June, TI am intenting to deposit 211 the moterial in Uhice, wat Til 





wire you a8 acon as T hove an opportunity. ‘oc have had here on ewful 
let of Pain of late and these last days if has dried up again and be- 


come hot all of a sudden. Not exactly the weather f would Like best 


" for the spruces and white-borked pines, but I'l] carry them thre’ tho, 
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I herewith send you some muttings of a Pious whic I was inte: 
ing te take with me, but i think now it is better to send it by way ¢ 
the Canadian Pasif $,8,, the Mmpress of Japan, It is marked 668. 
Well, I*12 let you hear from me again before I isave, Some of 
| my plente are pleced severe] miles away from the city, as I could get 
! 00d spot for them Close by, It takes lote of time, though, te run w 
| and down all the time. 
gh, my interpreter reminds me just now to adjust the names of 
| the Bamboos end I'11 have to close. I remain, Gir, 

| Yours reapect fully, 
| 5, FRANK H, MEYER 


| Sen FPranciseo, Gelif. June 12, 1908. 


Arrived Frisco, 5, 5, Ashtabula, Meyer. 


San Preneises, Calif. 5 
June 14, 1908, 
Dear Mr. Pai reliila: 
YWerewith enclosed the notes and Chinese names of the plents and 
seeds I took with me from China. 
T am 
Yours respectfully 
| PRANK 8, MEYER 
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so vy San Francises, Gal. June 14, 19 
And now at last I find time to write you more extensively as what 
 T @id of late. 

Our thip, the Ashtabula, arrived Tharsdey nicht and was anghered — 
in the widdle ef the bay and ‘was boarded by the bector, Imaigration ~ 
officiele, Customshouse officera and some reporters and I had my share | 
off inquiries, | 

Well, I went ashore yosterdey mornins, while the ship wras remove 
to the Union Iron Yorks to undergo repairs, and sa¥ some more Customshour 
officials, The Gal, State Inspectors for Norticultureal importe.dalled uy 
on Dr, Baker who was unfortunctely out, went to Berkeley to see Mr. 
Stubenreuch, who was alse out, and in fact, everyone was away whe could 
have assisted me in civing me some cood infermtion. 

Well, in the afternoon the ship vas mocred slong a wharf and 
I phoned the Horticultural Inspectors, who examined the plants and 

pronounced them infected with some emall seales. Of course, I knew 

that, md expected the trouble, 

Late in the afternoon the Captain came back and enicinaad that 
the Standard O11 Ge, wanted me to seo the Customshouse officials in 
regard to the clearing out of these plants, as they had te be possed 

thre! the customs, being freight. 

f It being too late already to see these people, I hunted w a 
3 hetel and had 2 most welcome rest ashore, ater hoving been for 4 
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Tn the morning of June 15, I saw the ship's Customshouse brokers, 





went with one of them to the Customshouse, ond after many talks we were 


advised to wire to the Seeretary of Agriculture to ebhain a perni$ from 


| 
| the Treasurer te allow the plonts te be passed free from duty. 
The Horticultural inspectors had notified m= alse that on Monday, 
| June 15, they would fumigete the plants so we got the privilege from 

the Union Tron Works to use « few of their sheds ond with the unloading 
| . @f the plants on the wherf and the removal to these sheds the whole day 
passed and at 7p. m. I was thro! with all things. 

I have written to Ghice te send me a handy man te essiat me, 

for you my imgine that 4t isn't altogether pleasant to hove o11 this 







running about and taking eare of things, to do all by myself,-~-I alse 
| propose to you to deposit ali the plente and seeds in Chico until I he 
been in Yashington, We probably have to speak about a good many thing 
and after that we will be better able to dec de what to do with the 
things. I herewith give you a list of all the stuff. 
100 boxes with Bamboos (30 different kinds) 
10 white-fruited loquats 
10 " «barked pines (modium) 
12 blue spruces 
10 yellow roses 
10 small~leaved dwarf lilecs 
& blue junipers 
6 ornemental lomons 
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| 
| ; 8 large-leaved lilacs 
| ; 4 dwarf Lonicoras 
1 Snonimme ep. 
| 1 weeplag juaiper | 
3 1 drooping Taya (one broken in trensit) 
4 Ephedras 
| 5 small red roses 
10 Sophora jeponics var. 
100 small Chinese elms (Ulmus puntia) 
200 ehoots of the hardy bamboow (paced in sphagmam) 
1 Gaesalpinia sp. 
1 Rhododendron 4p. 
| 2 Zelkova sp. 
; 4 dwarfed plums 
| 4 * Proms 


6 omall roses 
12 white-barked pines (small plents) 
2 Yivernua macrocephalum 

2 © (tementesun?) 

1 dwarfed privet 

2 barix ep. 

1 Lyehnis sp, 

2 Buseus sempervirens var, 

2 Unknown large-leaved evergreens 

% Asparagus ep, (in 3 aiff. specie) 
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4& dwarf bamboos (potted) 
2equare * # 
1 Chinese heliy 
4 Arduine bicpinosa 
2 amnlleleaved shrubs (evenrreen) 
a arieantons shrubs 
2 dwext quinces 
2 Terrestial orchids 
° iilies 
6 Garaganas 
2 Wuonlmus slatus 
| 2 dwarf Acorus sp. 
oa 1 Loropetalws sinense 
2 Spiraea ep. 
5 Lesvedega sp. 
i Daphne sp. 
i Mleagmas (yungens’) 
I Ribes sp. 
2 variegated jug 
1 Buddleya agiatica 
3 epiviytic orchids 
I mgt state thet the plants have suffered until now remarkable 
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In another envelope I om enclosing the notes relating te all 
Plants and seeds with the exception of these ef the Bambeos, which I 
have to inspect yet thoroughly st Chico, 
 Y"L1 probably wire you again this day and expect to he here 





yet for some days, as there are more delays as I had counted upon, 
“Trusting to see you soon, I remain 
' Yours respectfully, 
PRAE W, MEYER 


; 


| Telegram 











Son Fronciaco, Calif, June 15, 1908, 
- Pairchild, Dept. of Acr., 
Washington, D. C, 
Plants must be fumigated customs delay too do you approve de- 
 pesiting plants seeds in Chico wire back. 
Neyer 


| Gam Prancinoo, Cal, June 15, 1908. 
 Seey. of Agr, 
Washington, D. 6. | 
Wire authority to admit fre of duty one lundred sixty 
threa packages plants etc. for use of Government, 
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| San Pronaieoo, Ga, fume 16, 1908. 
Patrohild, | 
Dept. Agr., Yash., D. ¢. 
Tolegrans received thenkS°RS money plents oll fumigated myer 





_ “a n a_i 


arrived may ship tomorrow te Chico want see you first before further 
exploration, 


Beige 


Meyer’. 


Chiao, Calif, dune 2, 1908, 
Dear Mr, Fairehild: 
It is Saturday night ond a very windy and cold day 1t was to- 
day, while I visited the Plant Introduction Garden and saw ite many 


' ——— es eee ee, ee, 


- ¢hert comings and alse its prosvects for ereater things yet to come. 
zt suppose ir. Neyer wrote you already how we packed in the 

plants and seeis inte a large Se, Pat. freight car and how we barely 
‘managed to got all the stuff in, Yell, the car left San Francisco 
Wednesday afternoon and it hasn't shown wp yet. It surely ien't a 

| faategoing job to teke plonts with one ona land them at their tempo- 

vary distination, I say temporary destination, because climatic con- 
ditions are apparently noi favorable qnwagh for mny of my plenta; 
but wore about this later on, verbally, It seems that 1111 have te 
visdt @ertain regions down in the S, 2. part of this great land, so as 
to find out the most feverable conditions for the rather valuable 
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4nd now I received this morning only (sie!) 20 lettera from 
you and My, Fisher, 11, efter having boen without mail for two 
months they were like dew on the desert, received gre 
141] onawer them herewith. 





fully. 





ob te Magoh 10, '09, enclosed a message from Mr, A, Zaopen 
batting | me: that a warrent No, 985 hed been mailed to me in Shanghai. 
Yes, I think thet is the one for $600 00/00 which I returned to you aw 
which i hope you received 6, K. 


28, in which you @ke som remarks aboes it 





being pretty late to collect seads in the tai dion regions, Well, 





you, but the apruces are «6 acaree and ssed-eatine animale sbound 
mach that I probably would mever be able to collect mach, I hope the 


8e 





acions of the conifers arrived in such « state os to be props 


eatbable 
(cen we coin thie) and ae Jeciceeon Pawson lo mite an expert, I do hope 
he has been able to 40 46, 

You alee sqy that mr advices are needed in regard © a great 
mony things frow China. Yos, I certainly expect that. If poseible, I 
my hove t@ visit several localities were futere experimentations can 
teke place, 
308, with mete enclosed from Mr, 7, 4, Clarke, 





Plorce, Tex., concorning two varieties of red peover of wiich I sent 
aeeds in 1906, 
| there my be some good things amony ouv latroductions, 

sana mo thet the entire lot of Mo, 
had to be destroyed, 
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Well, I am amased at this, Are the f 
such a thing has to happer | 





ancleldes such poor material that 





Ne, I didnt¢ arrive in Seattle after ali 





altho! my butentions had been 80, mat F aould not gat ood fondlities 
for my planta, as 1 wrote you some time ago, I ales, don't neod po 

_ money, aa t wired you, I om not multe certein whether 2 om in debt to 
| the Govt, oy the last one to me. 2 suspect however the last item te be 
true, unless the Treasury Desartmmt deosn't honor all my receipts and 
vouchers, well, we'll ace about that when I om back, 


Ag things stand acw, I won't be able to visit Washington state. 
tn the near future perhaps, the’. Yes, 7'11 return soon to the Kast; 
as Soom ag the plants heave oveedved and I have eiven the necessary im 


 etructions te the parties taking charge of them, then 7'11] have my mind 





at ease and will come back, 





comming Prof, Reach: all, tT won't soe him watil I know ex 

agtly whet your plone aro aad whet my stending will be for fubure ex 
pleration work, 

‘e | t aa not sure whether I wrete you much those last deys in China, 
I hed eo mony unexpected trials and delays with my planta snd with 
= transportation facilities (or rather difficulties) that I lived tempo | 
} rarily in a tate of “Michevo.” I¢ was only with the utmost hurry that 
I got at last my plents on the boat ond Jupiter Pluviue reigned in full 
glory during thoae _ days im Shanghai; we wet it wae that the water 
fashed out of my shoes ond elothes when, a fow hours vefore leaving, 
we had the plants looded at 1awt om the beat. Well, the worst is over 
 nowand I begin, slowly but surely, to foe) home again among my ova good 
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otter March 26, "08, notifying me that initials of N.R,'s 
have to be put on the veuchors hereafter. 0. K. 


fisher, in wiich I hear that the per~ 





simumen clons were found infested with a fungus disease, A pity, it mest 


| 
! 
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heve shown itself on the rood to Youhingten, as i couldn't see anything 
on ‘them while eolleeting them. Yeu, I was disavpointed to find in CGhice 
how few cione and cuttings ef many plents grew. Glod to hear that the 

Chinese candies and dried fruits arrived im good and still edible shape. 


telling m:, if vos@ible, te visit Messrs. 





‘Thompson ad Roberts, Supis, of Parks in Seattle and facoma, Well, 
perhaps later on I my ¢o that war, not Just now. 
About thet furniture, oh, yet, vetll settle that, aa you say 
“in on appreciative way,” | 
238 with the enclosure of = letter from Mr, 





Douglass. Thanke! Mr, Douglass and I got along togethor finely for 
the few short times we met, 








its .oe, Wutaining a private letter from 


a. 


the Hollondia Orchard Ge, ‘Thank you for the trouble of sending it, 1 


wuspect te find more mil yet of this nature when in Yoshingten again, 





Letter Jor. 28. '08, announcing me the receipts of seeds and 

photos, Yes, we'll telk about mny, many things, I wish Washington 

wasn't ao fox off, Tt will teke me: shout 5 days from hore, o long time! 
etter April 27,'03, Yes I got « poly of monfeys with me and the 


; ‘reporters of the San Proncisee papers wrote ali kinds of nonsense about 


‘them, We'll show them to Dr, Baker and if they ore aot rare, we'll give 


‘them to some kind-hearted people who would like to raise them ond bring 
LS 
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them up into good loyal citivens, They couse me o¢ wuch trouble as 
some babies, for they here to be fed and taken care of and cost me 
all Kinde of money for 8, BR, fore cad tronoportabion, Yell, an ox 
» plorer is some Idind of @ mther anyway, ientt 167 





ce 108 + oy Bx, Fishery,  Aip wine lng me the 


kage of clon sent in early Merch, I hope they 





hapa ae those recelved in Chico, 





potters Mey 14..'08 by Me, Fisher, telling ito that the wos, 
286,257, 258, 259 and 278 are wrobebly new 
at thie. ifso, the Ya tai dhen hao after all ropald for the hordships 
we saffored Shere. 





wpecie, Wali, I am onam 4 





O08, with enclosure of Mr, A, Zoppone's letter 





of May 7, '06, donsernim: the $1200 00/00 droft which was sent me 
unregistered nd in on ordinary envelope. Well, I appreciate it very 
mach that you immired after thie mttey, bat I wld be sorry if you 
would create som rind of on wipleasant feeling for ma salte between 
yourself ond the officers of the Disbursing and Treasury Depts. You 
probably consider these fin metal matters the game like I de, that ia, 
lane necessary, portly umegessary evil! 

som, you for the information where 





the Glen St. Wory's Nurseries are located, I didn't expect 1¢ to be 
im Plorida, 4nd the public wants ay photos? Pray, what kind do they 
want especially’ 
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: Well, if those plants only arrived, I would be home soon, int 
I have waited se long ond my original half year hae now been prolonged 
te marly 3 years, 96 thet I feel I metn't bother about - few mre days, 
With best regards to you gl) and hoping to shale hands with you 
soon, I am 
| Tours respectfully, 


PRANE 0, MSYER 


Chico, Gal, June 22, 1908, 
‘Dest he, Fairehild: — 
Your very welcome letter of June 15, '08 reached me here in 
Chico last night. [I'll snswer it right SEY » 

You say you didn't expect. me via San Franciseo, as you hadult 
recolved sny notification te thet «ffect. Well, I suspect my letters 
akan’t reach you watil perhaps mow. Yea, I saw Or. Geo. 5, Baker after 

_.I was thro’ with the worst ef the custem-house troubles. f never sua+ 


pected te have go mmy troubles with Uncle Sam's om goods, otherwise 
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I would heave ected differently. Well, the amount of time and papers we 








wasted in connection with these Custom matters was something Pierce. 
Taree or four different parties came to Overlook the atari, There is 
one consolation 1a this, such kind ef business keys a large mumber of 
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You, Mr, Houlton of Son Jove wired te ue and My, Moyer sent him 
reply, that we didn't need his services, as the plants had been fumi- 
gated aiveaiy. You sea, they wouldn't sliow me te corry the vlonte up to 

— Chiee without their havin been fumigated, «nd good heavens, they gave 
‘them on awful dose of it, They are quite = little demaged, especially 
the Bamboos, “Well, wa have to subutt to such things, but a next time 





T*11 try to lend thes in en eastern port, where I can expect help from 


They say they found 17 44 fferent kinds of bugs 








whether there are really eo mmy T do uot imow, tat I suppose they feel 
@iite happy in finding such « bir lot. Of course one moy expect te find 
Woon haaz hy avery plant, right here in Ghice I could find perhaps a 





@oeen or ao, for some treed dn orivehe gardens ere bodly infeated with 
bugs of all descriptions, 

I my state that the lorge car with plonts arrived at last this 
afternoon, I had te pay 5¢ dell, in advame befern they were willing to 
deliver the cor to ue, am thoy sald the dovt, wan't a quick payer, and 
that they had some bills for dulivery of materiel of o twe years standing, 
whieh hadn't been paid yet. ow tomrrow we'll txy to ropack the seeds 

You wan$ to know how auch money I got at my disposal and whether 
& at will be sufficient te bring me back to Woshinctom, 0, 0, Well, I'11 
ag it uw very som ond Let you know, 2 suppose the Govt. is indebted 
LA ney WD TTR Cigars 1) sm fevd 0 seen on T om. 
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Tou speak of I having te visit Prof, Beach in Iowa (Amos) and 
that i gan travel either over the Union Pagifie er the Sante Pe &, 2. 
Well, now that I see that this Chico garden isn't fit for all ef my 
plonta, I think I better step over in Iowa and see that propagation gar 


" flon there, for future possibilities, And 1711 travel thon by the Santa 


Fo, passing thre’ a vory hot part of the U. 5,, but never hoving been 
thee’ these sections, I muy learn some thine new, An? as I don't neve to 
| be back in Washington before the 15th of July, I would like to come 
back by way of 5t. Lowis, Mo., whore I hove to settle yet some matters, 
TN let you know by wire when 1411 be qoine, 

Yes, thank you very mich fer your welcoming me te my adopted coun- 
try (altho' T suppose I won't be considered a citizen as yet, ion't 17) 
I truly am glad to be back, oven ff it might prove to be not es lone as 
I enticipsted, Your personal telegran I received. The venson I didn't 
put the hotel nome behind ay ume wae simply thet I hadn't hotel the 
first day and I expected you would wire te the Steamship Ashtabula, | 
| tn the last telecram you say "Your letter mast ‘weve misearried — 


how much more aonoy will you need.” Yell, I woudier what letter that ean 


be, I hope it ion’ the one with the $600 00/00, but ae I sent 1t thre! 


the consular vouch at Shonghal, I hordiy think so.--I my state that I 


received 3 telegrams in «ll from you ond one to Dy. Beker, asking if he 


‘had delivered my mail, I also got in my possession, 


I am father disappointed at the state the Plant, Ini reduction 


a Garden is in, Pow improvements have been made since I saw it 3 years ake, 
beyond some dwelling houses yat up, ‘The propagation fecilities are 
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558 
utterly insufficient for the work and mnagement leaves mich to desire. 
a I hear Mr, Traay is expected very soon, Well, perhaps solid improvements 
: may be inaugurated. Mr, borsett oucht to heve atared antid the garden 
“had boon thoroughly established! 
Ye heave been unloading my plants the whole afternoon, ond expect 
| | to erect a cloth house tomorrow to scoomedete the mre tender plants, 
. When I hove seen you and we ogree and the weather la becoming cooler, 
then may of twee slants hove * 20 east, I expert thet moet of thom 
wL11 ovorceme the effects of the fumigation, 
) Wali, T'11 let you hear from we whenever I can, 
ef T raneia 
Yours respectfully, 
FRUOK W. METER 


?, 3. f leone to see you All thers after this lone: absence, 
t really do think this country is toe big wid trovel too slow! 
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559. 
Chico, Califomia. 
Jane 21, 1908, 
Dear Mr. Fishers ; , 

Upon arriving in Chico I found several letters from 
you which I answered to Mr. Pairchild, he being our Chief and 
it saving me considerable labor, Now, however, I came upon a 
letter received in Shanghai in the last days and which I think 
I didn't answer yet. It ie dated March 6, 1906, 

You announced to me that 45 packages with cuttings 
arrived mambered from 151 to 202, etc. You say that Mr. Oliver 
informed you thet Azaleas or allied forme or pines couldn't be 
propagated from cuttings. Well, yes, I know that, but on my 
reference cards or in letters I never called them cuttings. I 
always wrote Scions and Azaleas ani pines and even spruces can 
we propagated from scions and just for that reason I sugsested 
different places to which they could be sent, for I knew that 
there wacn't any stock in Washington, 0. G. When I came back 
to your city IT will takk with Mr. Peirchild for quite awhile 
about placing our stuff in the hands of expert propagators. 

Now, I am here in Chico and can’t say thet the way I 
found things is quite pleasing to me. Vanagement and Glimte 
are not what is good for several of my things. 

Well, I will mon see you face to face and as mich I 
BY, "39 long." 

Yours very truly, 
PRANK N. MYER, 


P, Se I have also 3 small souvenir from China with me which 


T will bring you. 
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560. 
Chico, Califomia. 
June 24, 1908, 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: | 

Today we have finished our planting out in the open of 
different plants, among which are the bamboos. I leave the 
important bamboos all in their boxes aa thie lomtion here isn't 
the best for the Central Chinese ones. We also unpacked the 
seeds and are sending the very greater part all to Vashington. 
the weather is burning hot here just now; way up in the nineties 
and ag I had it a fortnight egd only between 36° and 40° while 

9m the water, I feel this change all the mre. 

My bambooes have been rather hurt by that fumigation, 
but etill I expect them te pick up agains I looted over them 
ell and labeled them carefully so that I can send you now the 
noties and the Chinese names which you find herewith enclosed, 

I will have to visit better localities, though, for the permanent 
establishment of the more Valuable bamboos. They tell m Browns- 
ville, Texas, may be good. Have you been there? 

Wow, I recelved a letter from you today dated June 17, 
1908, in which there are quite a good many points upon which I 
could go in and write you a whole lot, but I think I had better 
wait until we see each other. 

Aa you guid in the last letter that you wanted to have 
me visit Ames, Iowa, and now you wish I ahd be in Washington 
before the first of July, I didn't quite know what to do as I 


hed written you a few days ego that I would Wisit Ames, I sent 
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561, 
you a telegram reading, "LETTERS RECEIVED. IF NMCESSARY WILL 
VIST AMES, WIRE ME. MEYER AUDTPORIUM CHICO.” I expect 
an answer tomorrow morning and then I will see. 

Yes, I do like exploration work, but--as I often have 
written before, we must have experts to teke care of the things 
when they arrive and also sultable arrangements to propagate the 
stuff, But let me treat all these matters verbally, perhaps 
only one week Longer atl we may be able to shake hands, 

As such, Au revoir} With my best regards to the few 
who have reminel since I left, I remain 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK NH, MSYis 


Chico, California, 
June. 25, 1907, 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 
Herewith are enclosed the abstracts and account current 
sheets which you wanted me to sign. 
In another Letter I will give you a statement of my 
expenses for this quarter. 
Yours respectfully, 
FRANK N, MEYiie 
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562, 
Chico, California, 
June 25, 1908, 
Dear Mr, Pairohilde 





Thies afternoon I received your telegram reading, 
“ADVISABLE 70 VISIT AMES, ‘VIR S. A. BEACH DATS YOUR ARRIVAL. 
HE LEAVES FIRST WHSK IN JULY. FATROHILD.* 

Well, I packed oll my stuff up and when nearly 
through, Fr, Tracy arried and asked me if I couldn't stop 
another day to talk with him about the Garden. Well, I promised 
him to do so. As such I hope to Leave tomorrow night for Ames. 
I will wire Professor S. A. Beach in time, 

I also recééved a letter dated Jume 1, sent care of 
Mr. Benson, Se&ttle, and forwarded to me here in Chico, late 
last night about the arrival of the numbers 2566260, 265269, 
261-264, and 270-274. IT see, to my regret, that some are dead, 
Well, here in Chico they stuck some of my cuttings right out 
in the open field without any shade or pretection and they 
simply killed them that ways Something flerce, indeed, after 
a fellow does do so mich hard climbing and other work for them, 

If I had known that, I wouldn't have sont many things to this 
gardens — 

Tam, Mr. Pairchild, 

Yours respectfully, 
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Chiso, California, 
June 25, 1908, 
Dear Wr, Mairchild 
The day has been hot and dry, but now, nearly 10 P,x. 
there is a delightfully cool wind blowing and I will take this 
opportunity of pledding through the finemial accounts and I 
find out that my expenses have been for the month of April $556.08 
silver and for the month of May (1235.72 silver or a total of 
$1789.70 silver, while up till this evening for June I came to 
the amount of $171.80 Gold with perhaps another $128.20 for the 
railroad journeys, etc. ani for salary 0350.00 - 649.00 Gold. 
Now my expenses for the period July, 1907 to March, 1908 were 
$3300.99 Silver and $1050.00 Gold and now again 41789.70 silver 
and $649,00 Gold. ‘The total for the passing fiscal year may be 
roughly estimated at M200 Geld which is 9200.00 above my own 
estimate as the fréight charges for the plants by boat as well 
as by trains proved to be higher than I was accustomed to. 
Hoping thie statement ie satisfactory, I remin, Sir, 
Yours respectfully, 
. PRANK N, MSY Mi. 


PeSe pid you ever receive that check for 3600.00 Geld? 
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Ames, Iowa. 
July 2, 1908, 
Dear Mr. Fairchil & 

As you gee, I reached Ames at last and am again ready 
to depart to Washington via St, Louls. 

I will give you a brief statement of how the days passed 
these last times. 

As I wrote you on Thursday, Jume 25, i, W. W. Tracy 
hed arrived in Chico and ae he wanted me badly to overlook the 
garden with him, I postponed my departure for Ames until Sature 
day morning, after having talxed with him about various probleme 
in connection with the Chico aivention. 

Saturday afternoon, having to wit in Sacramento for 
nine hours I visited the Insectery in the grounds around the 
State Capitol and telked with the entomlogists about the dangers 
of the introduction of new peste. Mr. J. \. Jeffrey, the State 
Commiseloner, is of the opinion that no live plants should be 
allowed to enter into sk ifornia unless they had been fuel geted 
in the country from where they came, but se he had admitted 
before, that plants had to be fumigated three times before one 
could be sure of all insects killed, I pointed out to him that 
gach a course would lower the vitality so much of most plants 
and especially of evergreens that they would never stand the 
long, tedious voyage across the Pacific. Well, he had to aimit 
that, but I wuld not be a bit surprised if those people aren't 
going to try to have some kind of a law passed in that direction. 
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565. 
Well, if so, we will import our things through another state. 
Saturday at midnight our train left Sacramento and 
after a somewhat monotongue journey, I arrived Tuecaday midnight 


at Ames. As I had wired Professor S. A, Beach from Chico that 


I would be in Ames at that time he phoned me the next morning 


‘and we spent yesterday (July lst) in going around the grounds 


————— 


} for well nigh’ the whole day. I even had to give a talk to the 
| Seminar about our work and experience and got a good many suge 

| gestions in regard to the needs and wishes of the people of the 
| upper Mississippi Valley regions, 1 will herewith write them 

down. 

First. Professor Beach wants hardier, blighte and 
gunvurnresi stent apples and especially late, long-keeping 
varieties of good flavor. 

Also blight~resisting pears, ripening in these northern 
locations. | 

And the same wishes apply to wild forms of various 
PeSPBe | 

then a good stock for cherries obtainable in commerical 
quantities. (We looked over critically my so-called original 
peaches of which they have 7 or 8 plants which have stood the 
winter very well, and aa I told Professor Beach that the Chinese 
graft Cherries upon them, he was of the opinion thet this Pruma 
Davidiana may prove to be a valuable stock. 

Then they want nute and berry~bearing bushes of all 
descriptions and trees bearing edible mts will be especially 


’ 


welcome, 
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Hardy, large-fruiting mulberries for preserve-~ma king 
would be highly appreciated. 

Conifers, especially larches, growing fast and fit for 
poles, are mach in demand by the farmers and builders, 90 any~ 
thing in thet line is welcome. 

Ormmentsl shade trees of good habits are another item 
of which the people alwaya talk. I suggested to try to get seeds 


Yhellodendron amurense, Acanthopanax 


ricinifolia and various oake from Northeastern Asia. (as I sent 


of the J 1 ang mendahurica 





goeds of these trees I hope we my have a few trees available for 
this experimental garden here in Ames.) 

Hardy forme of geli+holding creepare are mush desired. 
(The ordinary Ampelopsis Veitchii ivitis inconstans) ilies back 
nearly every winter as they seem to have only the Japanese forms 
here. } 

Then, bushes of ornamental habits can be very weli 
utilized aa the winters are too severe for s great many shrubs 
which grow well in the Bastern states. | (Sambucus racemosus with 
ite searlet berries seems to be unknown here.) 

Hardier roses anid double forms of Nossa rugosa are 
greatly wished for by the lovers of gardens. 

trises and Yaeonles do well in Towa and are only in 
relatively few varieties to be found and as such any new introe 
duction will be highly welcomed, | 
Well, that is sbout all about their main needs and 


wishes. I looked over the whole grounis and am well pleased 
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. 567, 
with the general look of the things; especially the newly 
acquired undulating tract of land upon which they planted the 
hybrid apples and pears in permanent situations, looks very 
well and has an excellent soil for such kind of work. If f 
had known it, I probably would heave sent more to Ames and much, 
very much less to Chice im the Line of hardy stuff. 

One thing Professor Besch wante me to talk with you 
about especially is this, Isen’s it possible to ship things 
direct from the country of eoliesting to this garden here at 
Ames. Phey are bound to arrive in better condition having had 
no delays beyond the Suevi tebio OTLG Be 

Anbbher thing I noted is thia, ‘The Chinese apricots 
which were sent from Chice had been pruned beck so severely 
(se as to fit into the pereéel post packages) so as to be prac~ 
tically spoiled for life. What oan we do in regard to this? 

I seond a whole lot of complaint about this, right in Chice 

ferden itself and I must confess, we mist try to alter this in 

some way or another. T suppose you do agree with me in thie 
 tatter, isn't it? 

Now, in your letter of June 15, 1908, you wrote me 
to talic over with Professor Beach ebout the deatrability of going 
with him over gome different localities in Towa in order to 
become acquainted with the whole sitwution there. Well, Pro- 
fessor Boach told me you hed written him that funds were rather 
low just now - we himself couldn't accompany me and thet in 
Towa we couldn't learn very much more but that he wanted to go 


with me to several other places and mow this is the way we my 
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be able to go, Professor Beach has to be in Gornell University 
in Ithaca, New York, for one week, he leaving today ani being 
‘through with his work at Itheca on Monday, July 13, 1908. After 
this date he proposed to me to take to foblowing route, for the 
purpose of making me acauainted with the desires and the possi- 
bilities of being able to realise those desires of the people of 
the Upper Mississippi Yalley regions. And this is the route. 
Ithaca (perhaps visiting Geneve, New York), Arnold Arboretum, 
Massachusetts, Ottewe (to study the achievements made in the 
experimental grounds there), Quebec {for the same purpose), 
Madison, Wisoonein, (to see the work there at the Agricul tural 
College in regard to our work), and dist Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
for the same purpose. Of course, if there isn't any funds, we 
can't do it, but probably you will be able to find a way out 
of this prob%em. 

This afternoon I will ¢o to St. Lowis and after having 
ge0n Drs Trelease and the Missouri Botanical carden I will be 
soon in Washington. I aleo have to go to the Banc in St. Louis 
for my money is running short and my letter of credit (from the 
Betiekoue and Shanghai Banc, Branch Peking) has not very many 
cities in America on its list, but 5%. Louis is one of them. 

¥y transportation request ions are not available any 
longer after June 30th, 1908, sp [ will have to pay my passage 
in currency and I don't suppose I have mach trouble sbout it. 

I didn't go by the Santa Pe Railway after sll as my time was 


very limiteds Perhaps another time, though. 
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569, 
Hoping to see you soon, I remain, Mr, Fairchild, 
Yours respectfully, 


PRANK §, MEYER, 


| Washington, 0. C., 
a | July 11, 1908, 
| Dear Mr. #airchild: | 
| Herewith I am enclosing to you two letters which I 
_.--vegeived from the Holiandia Orchard Company at Decatur, Arkansas. 
| I needn't explain any further, bat as the manager is of a very 
| reliable old Dutch mursery fumily, I think we couldn't make 
| mach of a mistake by supplying them with seme good things in 
the lina of fruite or ornamental plants. 
I am, Sir, 
Yours respectfully, 
FPRAWK N, MEYER. 
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570, 
Washington, D. C. 
July 11, 1908, | 
Dear ii. Pairchild: 

Qn one of the notes you ask me to write out a state. 
ment for publication on the way the Chinese freeze their per 
simmons. 

Well, their method is very simple. As soon as the 
‘fruits are ploked they are assorted. The beat cuality are all 
packed in paper-lined baskets and transported on the backs of 

miles, horges, donkeys and also of ma and are taken to the 

_large cities where they are aold to the ormiinery public and - 
to fruit dealers who keep those fruits in paper-lined baskets 
iu cool places for several tmnths and sel] then off alowly. 

How, the second quality of fruits or the surplus are 
put on heaps and sre left lylng in the shade of a wall wotil the 
frost at night gets heavy enough to have them freese. In day 
time, when the sir gots warm, they are covered with sacking go 
as to prevent then from thawing, Now, when they are frozen as 

hard aa stones, they are throw in baskets oy in carts and are 
transported over even the roughest of roads without being broken 
and are carried over big distances. They can be kept ay long 
a8 they are frozen hard, bat when once the warmer weather sets 
iu they soon spoil. | 

‘When the Chinese eat those frozen fruits, thay lay | 

them for several Bours in gold water so as to unfreeze them and 
the taste is Just ag good as of the unfrozen ones, 

The olimate of Northern China is very favorable for 
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thia crude freezing process, for it is generally only a few 
weeks after the ripening of the persimmons that the hard frosts 
set in all of » sudden so even that the leaves of the willows, 
Sophoras snd oake are generally frozen while they are still 
green and cling for many months to the trees, ) 
Hoping this short statement is of use to you, I 
remain, Sir, 
Yours respectfully, 


PRAHIC Ne Mer. ite 


Vewshington, TD. Us. 
Joly 16, 1908. 
Dear Mr. Falrehild: 
| Rervewith I am sending you four patimges of films 
mumbored from 1 to 400, of which tha mumbere 71, 72, 73, 74, 
76, 77, 78, 294, 348 and 369 are temporarily missing, the 


first four womborea being in baggage which haen't arrived as 





yet and the others, all relating to Sletacia Chinensis, being 
in the hands of the photographer to have prints made for the 
uae of Er. Swingle. 
The mwumbers above 400 will follow later, I not veing 

through yet with their description and enumeration. | 

Although I deposit now these filme with the Department, 
I hope, if I ever publigh a book about my travels in the Far | 
Bast, that I may be sllowed to use a certein number of photos 
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572. 
providing I give the Department the proper recognition of them. 
Iam, Sir, 
Yours respectfully, 
‘PRARK §, MEYER. 


Washington, Db, C, 
July 17, 1908. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: 

After having looked over the inventory cards concerning 

the scions, cuttings, oudwood, etce, sent by me to the United 
States from the Far Yast, 7 Was sorely stricken to see how the 
very greater part has utterly perished and ag such has really 

never been introduced. A winbet or Causes heave brought this 
about. 

First, of course, the long period of transit with 
alternate high and low temperatures and po asible overheating 
when mail bags are placed near the boiler rooms on vessels, 
About this we had already quite a long talx with the result 
that we will try to arrange with different parties to have the 

‘eollected material placed in oold storage in the seaport from | 
which they leave for the United States, 

Second, some of the s¢ions do not scom to be able to 
travel for f ur or five weks and retein vitality enough to be 
successfully grafted upon arrival in America, Upon this, too, . 
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you and I agreed, that we will have to arrange with some expert 
propagators in or near the regions where we collect. This will 
be a very difficult matter, especially in Mar “estern regions 
where supervision of proper lsboling and care of mre things may 
not be carried out as we wanted it to be done, but we will try 
$0 arrange such matters. 

Third, rumors have reached me that while entomlegieal 
inespestion is s necessity, the delays which secur during such 
inspections and. fumigat ions are often of such a nature so as to 
reduce the vitality of the material whith $2 already weal from 
@ long voyage, beyond the point from which one could expect 
reasonably any euccess in propagation. To remedy this, I strongly 
suggest that when packages ¢ontalining live material from Northern 
regions arrive, they be kept in as cool a chamber as possible 
and that beside the entomological inspector, another gent] aman, 

a propagator, be there so as to take care of the propagation part 
of the question. 


Fourth, in Looking over gertain things at the U. 3. 


Plant Introduction Garden in Chico, I found out to my disgust, 


that the capacities of the propagetors there were far from ideal 
with the result thet very many of my valuable introdustions were 
completely lost through sheer incapabilities and neglect on the 
part of hae given charge of such things, Certain things in 
Washington, DB. C., to, especially in connection with earlier 
introductions seem to show that not the care wes bestowed upon 
certain things as could have been done. fo remedy such regret- 
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table affairs wo will have to install some kind of a control; 
namely, vy frequent inspections on the part of s responsible 
person by your office and by the rendering of a monthly report 
on the condition of certain things by the propagator himself. 
%? get a high-tlaes line of propgaters we will have to look, 
4f necessary, to forelun countries and take only people with 
the highest recommendatinne as to their specific capacities. 

Mifth, complaints have reached me, both in Chico and 
tn Washington, D. ¢., that propagation facilities were not what 
they could be. In Chico, for instance, a small propagation 
house ie badly needed, also a heating apparatus of Limited capace 
ities; if poesible, an ofl~burning one, which could be also. 
turned into use to sterilize apile as there is nothing of the 
kind in Chice now and sterilisation of soli for seedlings is 
an absolute necessity. In the greenhouses in Washington, De U., 
some better propawetion facilities indoors for exclusive use of 


SeP,t. are wanted and some propagation beds outside underneath 


‘the lath shed are an absolute necessity; these also solely for 


the use of S.P.I.e purposes. JI herewith emphatically advise to 
take these foregoing matters up and look seri ously into them. 
Sixth, I found out upon personal investigetion both 
in Gaieo anid in Washington, ®% C., that there were great diffi- 
gulties for the propagators through the absence of suitable 
stock plants to graft or bui upom, As this is only a slight 
wabter, t think we ought to grow at both places e reasonable 


amount of stock plants solely for the use of S.P7e work, and 
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that part of such stock be dug up each autwm and stored away 
ina suitable cool cellar for immediate want. 

Seventh, some rare introductions had to be destroyed 
on account of the ent moelogical inepector finding dangerous 
perasites upon them. Now, while having & Conversation with Mr. 
Saunders who had te condemn several lots of plants about this 
question, he admitted that absolute destruction of an entire 
lot would not be neceveary if a smell quarantine greenhouse was 
erected, standing sll by itself and selely used for quarantine 
purposes. As you told me thet preparations have been made 
alvoaay to have such « house uracted, T trast thet the destrue- 
tion of an ontire lot of scions or cuttings of a rare and val- 
wable introduction, lixe, for instance, some persimmons and 
Chinese dates for which I had ®& whole lot of hard exploring 
work to do in Chine, will not be a necessity any loner, 

Th conclusion I my etete that all the mentioned affairs 
are real and that if valusble plant introtuction is going to 
become @ success, certain afpreseid conditions have to be changed; 
othervise, there will be very little use for en explorer going 
out and risking his life and health only to find out that he 
has wasted part of his valuable life, 

I remin, Mr. Poirchild, 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK Ne WSYSR, 
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Washington, De Co, 
Joly 25, 1908, 
Dear Wry Patrehilds 
This evening I have written a letter to Mr, BD, RoGregor, 


Superintendent of Parke and Open Gpeees in Shanghai, in which I 
| asked him whether he would bo willing  sesiet us in seleoting 
a deoirable plete of lani where we sould grow stock end plants 
of the icinds we wieh to introduce from Ching inte America and 
“apon which piece of land we oould orest » aml greenhouse for 
propagation of aaid phants and from whieh place we could #hip 
| guy plante and weeds ab the right seagone to the United States. 
7 mebo aaced him whether he would be willing to aat 
.  # & tuperintendent over sh & place where we would pul a white 
—_ in charge with provebly eom Chinese help end thet -_ would 
be willing to pay e omall eslery for thet supervision, say 6 
souphe of hurxtred dollars per year. 
I aleo swted him to sent we the name of that ramie- 
¢laaming techinery and the places where ve could obtein it or n 
boots or pamphlets giving ue informtion regarding its 
I trust he wih) enewer us ae goon a8 powsible, Then, 
while T wae in henghal « gertain Chinese deetor by the name of 
“Je Ds Chang paid me como visite and talkel about hie desire of 
being willing to enter into correspondence with the Department 
of Agriculture snd obtain some seeds From us of medicinal and 
‘weoful plants, He is willing to send us seme melicines or Chinese 
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products in exchange, I herewith enclose hia cards and hope 
that we may be able to enter into correspondence with him. He 
is & foreignesducated gentleman and apparently mite trustworthy. 

Scom days ago you showed me your address book arranged 
according to places. ff find the ides excellent and wish you 
could supply me with a copy. 

Soday I had a tele with Mr. Gwingle about plant intro- 
duction matters and he suggested T should cet Dr. Seesey's report 
on Turkestan, Gould sou please supply me with it? 

My. Gwingle promised me also duplicates of his notes 

om plants in Turkestan so if these might errive while I might be 
away, please keep them in your preonal care as they are quite 
valuable for my forthaoming work. 

tr. Swingle also wanted seeds of ‘the Citrus trifoliata 

geewing in the Shantung provimse, Well, our own Consul in 
Tsingtan might try to get them from the Heed Forester, Mr. Haas, 
with whom they are well acquainted, Mr. Haas was away when I 


Called upon him and no other people of authority were about that 


time, 
Yesterday I saw Professor Mason and he would like tos 
receive e quantity of plants or seeds of Prume devidiens to try 


it in San Antonio ani Arisona to see if it fu root-disease resi a 
tant, ic there are « few thougend pleante growing in Chico, there 
‘micht be a nice bundle of them sent to him thia coming winter, 

They also want a11 forms of wild Prwms there and some Crataegus 


: pinnatifida for trial. 


Mr. Seofield wants also drought and dry air resistant 
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trees for Fallon, Nevada, and for San Antonio, Texas, and he 
wants Bamboow out of which baskets and erates for fruit can be 
made for Yma, Arizona. Now as we are getting meny of these 
bamboos I would like to hear your opinion in regard to starting 
a plantation there in Yum. ‘The olimate doesn't seem to differ 
much from thet of Bakerefield. I hear, by the way, that the es- 
tate of Mr. Tavie in Bakersfield ia being sold out. I saad 
however, this doesn't apply to his private grounis, but we had 
vetter find out before depositing Mr. Hill's bamboos there. 

| Wr, Stofield wants also fruit trees for Palln, Nevada, 
but as there ian'’t an expert propagator there, trees could be 
care’ for my lr. Kennedy in Reno, Nevada, until they were fit 
to be sent out. I suggest that some of my Ulums pumile and 
| Prunus davidians be sent there in addition to some dry air-resi atent 
_ fruit trees. 

. wr. Geonro 0. Busman suggests that I send ail of the 
grapes I can get held of for q-mper ison and for trial. Those 
of the hot regions will be very welcome for the southern grape 
belt extension. If cuttings arrive at the Department, he wishes 
to be allowed to see them as soon as they come in. He also would 
Like to be furnished with copies of my photos pertaining to 
grapes and I suggest thet covies be sent him of mambers 16, 17, 
16, 54, 55, 66, SY, 58, 59, 301 und 368.4 
Then, there are a number of boxes yot coming from Caico 

containing herbarium material, seeds, specimens of netural 


histroy, onmping outfit, etc. Now, in anticipation of my coming 
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trip to the North, I think it would be better if those boxes 
would not be unpacked until I have arrived as there are cer~ 
tain things in them which easily might be mixed up if not 
handled by mysel f. 
And this is all. I remain, Sir, 
Yours respectfully, 


PRANK W. MSYeR. 


Washington, D. C, 
July 24, 1908, 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

Herewith I have the pleasure to send you my last lot 
of photos, the numbers 429-455 inclusive, 27 copies in all. 
There are # few beautiocr among them and gince you have taken 
care so well of the former ones, I feel that they are mach 
sy in your possession than they would be in mine. | 

There ig one pleture, No. 452, which is a photo of 
Mr. MeGregor of Shanghai and which I only put in with these 
Photos to be sure that it wouldn’t get lowt. Mr. MeGregor 
has assisted us greatly in many ways and I thouwht it appropriate 


to have his likeness among our other photos, but, he himself 


doesn't want his picture to be published anywhere and I request 


that we strict attention to this matter! rhasotes 429 and 456 





show you two rare trees which we unfortunately lost and which I 
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will try to get again some day. 

I wish you would be so kind and ask Mr. Piper whether 
he Imows the plants shown on mumbers 427 and 428. I have only a 
few secds of them, tbat Mr. McGregor is going to send me more. 

I also send you the films relating to these vchotes and 
the mumbers 401-428, Also the films mumbered 76,77,78,294, 348, and 
| 369. As such I have turned in all of the films from 1 to 455 
with the excestion of the mumbers 71, 72, 73, and 74 which films 
are enroute to this city. 

I em, Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 
PRANK N, MEYER 


Washington, D, °., 
July 27, 1908, 
Rr. W. 7, Tracy, Jr., 
In Charge, Plant Introduction Garden, 
Chico, Calif, 
Dear Mr. Tracy? 
Please inform me whether scions of Prams SPI No. 21924 
are alive and also whether the seeds of SPI Nos. 22345 and 22600 have 


germinated and are growing now, 
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These things were sent by me from China te Chico 


direct. 
Very truly yours, 
PRANK HN, MEYER, 
Agricultural Explorer. 
Washington, D. C. 
. July 29, 1908. 
Mr, Lisle Morrison, 


Washinzton, D, C, 
Dear ir, Morrison: 
| Your letter of July 28 with the enclosure of Southern 
Pacific Company's voucher Audit No. 189 for $54.00 has just 
been received by me. let me thank you heartily for all the pains 
you took in bringing about such and very speedy settlement. 


Yours respectfully, 
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St. Paul, Minnesota, 
Auguet 9, 1908, 
Dear My, Pairchild: 

This is the first chance I get on this hurried trip 
to write you a decent letter, We have been doing nothing but 
seeing some people, filling out transportation requests, harry 
ing from one stat ion to he other and sleeping at all hours of 
the day and night. 

I received one letter ot Niagara Palle on August 5 
where we only stopped three hours; in that letter there was & 
letter of instruction concerning travel, ete., from Dr. Gabiowy 
and a letter from Yr. E. A. Bessey concerning addressee of 
pepple in Russian and in Turkestan, 

Last night I st an envelope with two personal letters 
while in Fargo and thie morning woon our arrival in ot. Paul - 

I found your letter of July 3, 1908 containing one book of 
transportation requests, one letter of instruction and one 


personal letter. ‘This letter bad apparently been delayed for I 


noticed on the postmark, “Rochester, August 6," 





While here in 3%. Paul lest Friday night for a couple 
of houre I received your telegram reading, "WABHINOTON, D.0., 
AUGUST 6, 1908, PRANK MEYER, HOTEL BRYAN WILL AMRIVE Tomorrow, 
St, PAULZ MINWESOTA,  TRANSPO@ATION RuCUESTS FORWARDED JULY 
THIRTISTH WHITCOME HOVEL ROCHESTER. WIRKD CLERK TODAY TO 
FORWARD TO HOTEL "YAN, FAIRCHILD." 

Well, I will try to give you a short review of what 
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we did and saw these past deve. Firstly this: that we are too 
mach ina hurry; secondly, that the meeting of people has been 
considered of more importance than the making of extensive notes 
on collections or conditions. 

| On July 29 we Left the Union Station in Weshington 
at about 3 F.M., arrived in Ithaca in the early morning and at 
8 A.M, I gave a talk to quite an assembly about horticul tural 
and agricultural conditions in China, After that we had many 
conferences with Professor "merson of MNebraske, Dr. Webber, 
Professor ER. S. Mackintosh, Professor Bailey and others. 

In the afternoon of July 30 we went to Geneva and the 
next day we visited the New York State Agricultural “x periment 
Station and had conferences with Professor Hedrick and Dr, Jordan. 

I find out just now that I cantt finish this letter as 
we have to leave again within a few hours and have to attend yet 
+o baggage and ticket matters, 

I will probably stay here after we have seen Professor 
Green and write you a final report. fonight we leave for Brookings, 
South Dakota, and Tuesday morning we hepe to return again here in 
St. Paul. | 

I hope you will excuse this mther short letter. If Pr. 
Taylor's time wasn't rather short, I would do things differently. 

| Yours reapectfully, 
PRANK N. May, 
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Chicago, Tliinols, 
August 15, 1908, 
Dear Mr. Mairchild 

Today you find me in Chicag@ where I arrived this 
morning among a heavy rainstorm and where I hope to finish 
this report upon my journeyings these. last days. 

last Sunday I wrote you a letter from 5t, Paul but 
Thad no time to finigh it and I was pretty tired also, so I 
couldn't put my experiences and observmtions in the most @x~ 
pressive lanzusge. 

Well, aw I wrote you on Thursday, July 30, Me. Taylor 
and ITarrived in Ithaca and after having swallowed a hurried 
breakfast I give a talk of about 3/4 hours to an assembly of 
about 40 persons in one of the lecture rooms of the Agricult ural 
Building of the Cornell,University. My topic was “Horticulture 
and Agriculture of Northern and Central China,” Quite a good 
many questions were done to me and a special interest wis shown 
in the Chinese dry land agricultural methods and in the statements 
that the Chinese greft Chrysanthemums upon Artenisias and Olea 
fragranz upon Privet in the North and upon Chionanthus in the 
Shantung province. ‘the mentioning of Pine walmts, seedless 
persimmons and very large peaches came also in for a large share 
of detailed questions, 

After this talk Professor fudson showed Me over the 
grounds of the University. They have © most ideal location for 
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of the grounds give it a natural isolation from the eurrounding 
country and the beautiful lace on one side and the charming 
rolling landscape in front furnish a scenic panorama of which 
one never tires. 

A pity that they haven't any collection of plante wo rth 
speaking of, although their buildings are fine and » ell equipped 
with necessary means for instmmction. | 

Well, at about 1] AsM Mr. Taylor gave a short talk 
about fruit shipping regulations and after that we had several 
Conferences with Dr. J. Me Webber, Professor Re A. “merson, 
Professor R. 3. Mackintosh, Professor le He Sailey and some others. 

| The outcome hereof is that Dr. Yebber wante al] kinds 
of lilies {wild forms), also the same about Glediolis, then all 
forms of Dandelions, wild cherries and different forms of Prunus 
in general. He also wants for lr. Norton, whe was absent, all 
the varieties of oats we san get. Another thing which he was 
very anxious to obtain are copies of those photos of wutat ions 
in the Thuya orientalis and in the Pinus densiflore, which I 
took in China, I will speak to you about this when T am back 
in Washington. Could you in connection with these dandelions 
find out whether the whiteflowered dandelions I sent In from 
Manchuria have grown and whether we could send some to Dr. Webber? 

Professor 3. A, Berson of Lincoln, Nebraska, wants 
hardy fruits of ala descriptions, also ornamental trees and 


shrubs and all kinds of flowering plants of great hardiness, as 
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there isa demnd springing up amne the people of the Northern 
States for a greater varlety of all kinds of trees, shrubs ani 
Plants, Above all things, however, hardier, later~blooming 
peaches are wanted and better varieties of plums than there are 
. being grown mow in Nebraska, 

Professor 8. 3, Wackintosh of Auburn, Adabama, wants 
peaches for breeding Work, His ideal is to create & browierot 
resistent peach and any peach thet might show such ea tendency 
is extremely welcome to the people of the South. Professor 
Mackintosh wants me to visit the Alabama Agricultural =xperiment 
Stati on sO as to Meke personal observstione on the needs of that 
section of the United States. He waid that there wis, for instance, 
a great need for a better lawngress for the m uthern United States 
than we have nows 

| Profescor le He Bailey of Cornell University ia espec- 
jally interested in the original types of the stane fruits and 
would also be pleased to receive varieties of Agiatie squashes. 

All of the four mentioned gentlemen expressed their 
desires to get various hardy apricotea of China end Central Agia. 

On friday morning, July 31, 1908, Mr. Taylor and f 
visited the New York State Agricultural Experiment Station at 
Geneva, New York, where Professor U, P. Hedriek took us all owr 
its extensive grounds, Wany breeding experiments are carried out 
here with « pples, plums, sherries, peart, grapes, raspberries, 
strawberries, currants, etc, They would like to obtain from us 
different forms of Ribes, Rubus and Prunus, In Ribes and Rubus 
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the ideals pre to create large-fruited, mildew-resistent forms 
suited to New York State climatic and other conditions, In the 
Prumug line they want »« hardy, fungt-resistent plum, coming in 
later as the varieties de they grow mows 

If blight-resistent pears might be found, they wlso 
would like to come in for a goodly share of them, for whole 
orchards in the state of New “ork are being killed owt by the 
blight. | 

Mr, Taylor and I also had a talk wth Dr. Jordan, 
President of the College and I impressed upon him the need of 
building up a collection of all the forms of wild trees and 
fruite that might ever be of any use in this breeding work. He 
admitted the need of it and said they would try to take steps 
in that diyection. ‘they certainly have an sdmirable lomtion 
for doing sush a thing. The Cornell Uni wrsity is near so these 
people could draw upon them, Rochester whth its mrserbks is not 
far and New York Clty is easy of accesses; as such they are in 
touch with the outside world. 

We also paid a visit to the Smith Wurseries near the 

- Experiment Station. The real murseries are a good way off from 

Geneva and we didn't have the time to visit them, but the grounds 
around the office contain a good many Satieatine trees and shrubs 
espetially cultivated varities, Like Sihhs devel Beaches, Lindens, 
aldersa, maples; several forms of Japanes maples are aleo grown, 
themy they have fastigate foms of on oak and a tall growing, 
wnite-baried species of a Pyramidwe Poplar which is far from 
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common, It seems to be quite different from the Populus alba 
variety Bolleana, ‘The collections of lilacs and of ¥iburnums are 
also full in interest, especiall froma phdnt breeders point of 
view, 

On Sattrday, August i, Mr, Taylor, Pro@éssor Hedrick 
and I went to the Mlwanger and Barry Burseries at lochester, 
New York, where Yr. W. G. Barry received us and took us throwh 
the large murseries and drove us through some of the fine parks 
Rochester possesses. Some of the interesting features of his 
nurseries are fine weeping elms, weeping and scut-leaved béesches, 
@ row of large Sequoia gigentesa, fine new hybrid roses, impovted 
from France. These roses are crosses between Rosa rugosa and 
teashybrids, ‘They are very fragrant ani much more handsome than 
the ordinary Rosa rugosa while they are perfectly hardy even in 
rigid~wintered climates, They will £11] a long-wished+for want 
in the gardens of the people up north, MM, Jarry hes sleo a very 
complete eollection of all of the lilacs that will stand the NE. 
American sumer heat and winter coli. ‘their system is to buy a 
new variety ae sooy ae it can be had and to test it thoroughly 
vefore advertising it as being of value to their customers. I 
noticed aleo ea great mumber of various Viburnums. This croups 
of shrubs appeals to me very strongly from ao plant-breeders viewpoint. 
there are all kinds of poenivilites hidden in them for furnishing 
the world with new strains of hardy ornamental shrubs. 

We also overlooked the vineyard which ia said to be 


the most complete cobleotion of North American grapee in the world, 
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A pity thie vineyard #11] be destroyed within a year or 40 as 
the site is being sold off for building lots. ‘The same fate 
will fell upon their model pear orchard, where they have some 
very rare verieties which can't be obtained any longer in the 
trade, 

Theiy collection of apples ie also quite extansive, 

I noticed the great mumber of Russian varieties. Now, in con 
nection with my intended trip to Central Asia whare I may come 
across some of these Russian applies, I wish you would be so 
kind and ask the Pomlogical Divieion to supply me with a list 

of the Russian names of the verieties that have been introduced 
al ready go as to escape the possibility of introdmcing the same 
things twice or thrice. I spoke slready Bhout this to Mr. Taylor 
but it would be well to put in a written recnest for same. 

We noticed in the Blwenger and Barry Nurecries a 
pyramidal form of a tuliptree, a new fir frdm Eaetern Colorado 
and some fine Crataegus forma. The blight, though, is playing 
havyoo with nearly all the Crataegus, Mr, Barry told us he was 
gorry his formman was sick for that was the man who could have 
told us more about the various trees and shrubs they have than 
anyone elses 

In the park near the reservoir from which the a 
supply for Rochester is derived, J noticed some shrubby forme 
of Sophora japonics. This tree is only hardy here in very 
sheltered locations. Mr. Barry said that a new Spiraca from 


China, 5S. Aitkinsonae, is very yromising as a new, highly 
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In the afternoon we went all three to a small station 
8 oy 10 miles away from Rochester called South Greece where the 
New York Agtioultural Experiment Station is carrying ont some 
expaE mM with sod and clean culture in an apple orchard. As 
the ‘things look there, one sees 4 striking difference in appaar- 
ance between the two pexte of the orchard and the clen-tilled 
aes is in very much better shave than the sod-covered onc. 

well, after a busy r= Mx, Taylor and I went by street 
ear from Rochester to Chorlotte where we boarded a steamer leaving 
a& 11 P.M, which brought ws to Montreal. We had deci dea to take 
this route on account of the trains which make the connections 
to Ottowm not running on Sundays ond ales to spend that day in 
a relative rest. 

I can’t say, though, that staying on an overcrowded 
passenger boat gives one much rest. One had to wait for hours 
before one could obtain a meal, The scenery, thouch, alens the 
banks of the St. Lawrence River is fine; firs, pines, maples 
and elms grow here aml there in masses or in clumps and the fresh 
breese from the water mad@ the air just right. We shot « few of 
the rapids, but the things are very tame, I expected them to be 
| muh wilder. of wurse, & smal) boat would give one 411 the 

«excitement ome cared for and perhaps more than that, but a big 
steamboat glides through them like « fish would do. 

Om Sunday evening at 7 P.M, we arrived in Wontreal 
and after a hurried supper we boarded the train for Ottawa, 
“which eity we reached near midnight. 
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690. 
On Monday morning, August 3S, we sailed forth to the Ottawa 

| Experimental Farm and were pleasantly received by Or. William 
Saunders, Oilrector, and by lr, W. %. Macoun, horticulturist. 
We walked and we drove over the wry large grounds and at the 
em of a two days’ inepestion, i gannot but give those Canddian 
gentlemen the highest priase we can bestow upon them for the 

| marvellous work they have done these last years in building up 
and maintaining in such an excellent condition the very large 
amgunt of material they possess now. They really can be help 
Up a8 an example to us for doing certain things very much more 

thoroughly at very mich smaller appropriations than we do. 

Dr. Saunders is breeding large+fruited erab apples to 
most the demand for hardy fruit trees in the newly settled regions 
of Northwestern dannda and we saw qnive a good many promial ng 
varieties. the apple blight, though, was ruining a great many 

| promising trees. | 
. Then, thoy have new forme of raspberries, blackberries 
end strawberries, OF the two first ones they possess some very 


 -promising varieties, 


Dr. Saunders showed mo two different willows which he 
got from the Department and which f collected in imstorn Siberia. 
He se id they were the only two Kinds anved out of a lot of seven. 
The remaining ones were too dry to live when received. It is 
not only Dr. Gawiders who compleined about this dryness; no, I 
heard this wame thing from Professor S. A» Beach st Ames, Pro« 
fessor Us Pe Hedrick at Geneva, Professor C, 5, Sandsten at 
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591, 
Medison and from Mr. Larsen at Brookings, I hope we will in 
the future try to remedy thie evil.» 

In the Ayboretum at Ottawa, I wes impressed with the 
large amount of material they heave there which stands the cl imate 
so Welle Even Gingko bilobe does well. A pkby ia that the trees 
and shrubs are beginning to drowi ovt one amother, but we have to 
excure these pasple for that, ‘or when planting themmny years 
ago they didn't susp oot things to do a0 well as they did as Dr. 
Saanidee abserved, 

There are a few things at Ottawa which are especially 
of interest to us. One te the hybrid parple-leaved Berberis 
Thunbergii, a ¢ross between 3. vulgaris var. purpurea and B. 
Thanbergii, originated by Dr, Saunders. This shrub combines 
the original dwarfyness of the 3. “hung, with the purpl eleaved 
characteristics of the B. vulg, v purpures and will be much 
appreciated by the people of our own northern states, Dr. Saunders 
is willing te supply us with material, 

Another plant of great interest to our niothern people is 

|  @ self-climying Ampelopsis, bearing the mme of A. villosa. As 
you may know, A. Engelmanni is elso sel f-climbing but it is often 
bedly attacked by thrips and red spider. This species, however, 
is piseawaxi vas teins from those pests. rs Mecoun told us he 

- foand it wild in the woods near Ottawa and that Canadian nursery 
firms are taking this plant up in their eatalogues ag a desirable 
Climber for the cold regions, 


Then there is a remarkable collection of apple seedlings 
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al. 592. 
amng which there seem to be some very good ones, Mr, Taylor 
a probably take this thing up in greater detail than I am 
woh e to do. 
} Me Macoun showed us a hardy syeamore whick came 
/ originally from Eastern Colorado. ft is singular that all 
those eastern Hocky Mountain plants prove to be so universally 
hardy. 
| The hedges of various shrubs and trees are a very 
instructive item of the place. One would say that almost any 
plant of ayteveni arowth could be mde into a hedge when. one 
observes how Pinus strobus, Pseudoteuge Douglasif and Italian 
poplar are utilized in that way. ‘their hedges of Thuya oeci- 
dentalis look remrkably neat ani cover more than e mile in 
length all measured. 

I noticed thet even Incarvillaea Delavayl, a fine 
flowering Chinese plant, stands the winter im the open with 
only 4 slight protection. , 

Mr. HMagoun took us through the new building where they 
do their grafting in winter, store their fruite and trees end 
where they hope to inetall & small museum in the near future, 
Well, this building is admirably adapted to the aforeseid uses. 
It certainly would pay us to adopt a similar building for our 
needs. 
| mn general, I think ~ might learn a good many things 
from this “perimental farm and when we come so far as to establish 
a real Botanical Garden near “ashington, = thing which is bound 
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593. | 
to come in the very nesr future, then we safely my adopt a 
few good things from the Ottawa station. 

A thing that struck us especially was the high state 
of eubtivetion the grounds were in. Wr, Macoun explained that 
by telling us that his men were all hired by the day and that 
vhen they proved to be unsatisfadety they were paid off. ‘That 
surely is hard on the men, but excellent for the general com 
dition of the grounds and the planta. 

We spoke with Or. Saunders in detail about his wi shes 
for meteiral and expressed your orders to him that he ie welcome : 
to anything he wishes in his work. He stated hie gratitude for 
this kindegs and told us that he would be pleased to receive any- 
thing that might preve to be of even the slightest value in the 
colder regions of Cunada and especially for the Northwestern 
sections of Canada. Fruit trees, 8 murse, would rank first, 
but ornamental shurbse, shade trees and flowefing plante were 
alee very welcomes | 

In connection with this, do you know perhapea whether 
we have sotie chance to aand him some plants of en 
aturense, Acanthopanax richnifolium and Juglans mandshurica, of 
which I sent some seeds lg years ago? 

We left Ottawa in the evening of August 4, 1906 and 
through lateness of train missed counections at Welland and 
went as such via Buffaio to Niagara Yelis where i, Taylor hed 
to have a conference with the apple s ippers association, whose 
mesibers were meeting there. Weearrived at 2 P.M. and left again 
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594. 
by electric car at 5 ?.M, andas it was raining very hard mrt 
of that time I didn't enjoy that too short stay very much. 

On the car ride to Buffalo I saw how the apple orchards 
in this section are being exterminated by San Jose stele and by 
the fumes of the Chemical factories. Ye took a night express in 
Buffalo and arrived on August 6 in the morning in Chicago where 
we tovuk a tmain for Madison, Visconsin, where wo arrived early 
in the afternoon. 

Professor C. & Sandsten met us at the railroad stations 
and tock us over to the State Agricultural “xperiment Station. 
There is not very much of a collection there as seems to be the 
case with the big majority of the Agticultural Stations in the 
United States, They are doing some breeding work with apples and. 
plums and would like to obtain anything hardier in these lines, 
They have an apricot tree growing in the grounds which mist be 
Close upon the 35 years ela ani is probably a Iussian or Central 
Asian variety. As such, thoy are anxious to obtain a hardy 
apricot thet might prove to be of any value. Harilfer peaches, 
too, are ardently desired by the people of Wisconsin. Some peach 
trees were growing at the station, but they were smilefruited, 

the grounds of the Agricultural College are situated 
strangely beautifully on the shores of a lark. ‘The air is bracing 
and delightfully cool and invigorating, It would be an ideal 
Climate #0 hold a sumer school in. ‘he geners] plantings of the 
Place needs a lot of revising, though. Things are not tastefully 


enough laid ont end there is not enough variety. As they do not 
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have an oxpert propagator, it would be well to keep in mind 
not to send them anything that needs some expert treatment. 
A thing that surprised both Yr, Taylor and me very much is that 
Tobaceéo grows exceedingly well at Madison and even better farther 
north tn the state, They say that Wisconsin will become a big 
Pobaceo producing states 

Well, I see that this report is going to be larger 
than I expected and I think I had better divide if in two as 
& too long message ian't pleasant reading in this hot weather. 

Just now it is very humid and sult ry here and the 
thunder relis through the heavily clouded siya. Well, I am 
sitting in a l4-story hotel but as it is fireproof, or ab least 
| supposed to be, I feel not the least worried. 

Tomorrow more, I remain, 

| Yours respectfully, 


PRANK Ne WY Re 


Ghicago, [Llinota, 
"August 16, 1908, 
Dear Mr, Pairehild: 

Yesterday I left off at the Wisconsin Agricultural 
Experiment Station im Macisom., Well, we left Madison late in 
the evening of August 6 and subs early Friday morning at 
Charl es City, Towa, where ve visited Mr, C, Ge Patten and saw 


the very interesting collection of apples and plums this 
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gentleman has in his possession. As you may know, he originated 
several good apples and is still working on the improvement of 
this important fruit. Mr, Patten is truly a remarkable man, of 
slight build, but fall of vimsy old in years, way in the seventies, 
bat young in spirtt nial mind, He has ¢arried on this plante 
breeding work on his own hook without getting any support from 
any one and it certainly takes a very optimistic mind to keep 
on dodm: such work as the @xpenses sre always very high. Mr. 
Matten ia of the opinion that the best hasn't been reached yet 
in fruitebreeding and that he himself expects yet to get a few very 
fine things. He also predicted that whole sections of Iowa where the 
people are today still farming the ordinary crops are going to be 
turned inte fine frul growing distriets, 

One of the needs of Town is, ag Vr» Patton suggested, 
& hardier pear. Now as the original Chinese sand«pears are 
quite hardy at Charles City and at other points in the state, 
the people would be very giad toe obtain more types of those 
pears. It is also remarkable that the sand pear, Pyrus ussuriensis, 
doesn't seem to blight. Another Chinese wild pear, though, Pyrus 
betulaefolia, blights terribly and gets almost completely Billed. 
It certainly is @ great pity that nearly all of my introduced 
pear scions proved to have insufficient vitality left upon 
arrival in Americas there might have been some good forms among 
them for the northern sections or the United States. 

We Left Charles City again in the afternoon, changed 
gare in St. Paul, Minnesota and arrived Seturday morning, August &, 
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1908, ot 5 A.M. in leke Park, Minnem ta, where we expected to 
find Professor 6. 3B, Waldren of Fargo, Horth Umkota, who had 
written us he would be there, We had to walt until 6 o'dock 
until we could get telephonic commanications and then we found 
out Professor Wal dren wae in Pargo. He phoned, however, that 
he would arrive in Lake Park with the next train and ag such 
he showed up at 10 o'clock, Professor Bolley of Fargo was 
aie im the train, at We only got a glimpse of him es he had 
to pase through to another plese, We drove up to Professor 
Wealdren's gumaer camp; had Looks at the wild vegetation which 
| strusk me very muchas resembling thet of Southeastern Siberia, 
with ite oaks, birches, agpen, lindensaand willow trees, and in 


the afternoon we took the train again ond rede to Vargo, North 


i ie a ci ae 


Dakota. 

Professor Waldren drove us over the grounds which are 
just a square mile in extent. It is a gemine Agricultural 
College; in horticultural lines little has been done. They 
grow some apples, though; plums and berry-bushes. There are 
aleo mmples of hedge planta, lixe Caragama fruiticosa. Hleagnus 
angustifolius, Shephardia argentea, Thaye occidentalis, Willow, 
Box elder, etc. “he things are crowling each other and Professor 
Wald@en said he didn't have a good gardener to look after things, 
while ho himgelf ws too busy with teaching. One very remarke 
able item they possess is a bluish-colored strein of Juniperis 
virginiana, growing wild in the bad lands of North Dakota. ‘this 
particular variety is very handsome and deserves highly to be 
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distributed to the trade, filling a gap in hardy ornamental 
‘evergreens which we haven't been able to fill. I wouldn't be 
a bit surprised if there aren’t more remarkable plants growing 
in those bad lends, ‘There is very little of interest in or 
aryoqund Fargo. The land is extremely level, though it is very 
fertile. Of trees the people have been planting only cotton 
woods, soft mapl«s and box elders with a linden tree thrown in 
here ani there while a few mountain ashes might be sparingly 
geen es lewn trees. As conditions ere pretty raw yet, there 
| dsean't geem to be a great desire for rare plants among the 
) people. Ae suth, we only need send such things to Fargo as can 
get along with Little care. 
In the evening we doarded the train again and arrived 
in St. Paul the next morming. As we hadn't had a bath or a 
sleep in a regular bed since Fonday night you my ivan that 
we were pretty tired. Mr. Taylor likes to trevel st night so as 
- to have the day ior observation, but whether it is very beneficial 
for one's constitution and incidentally for ones observation 
powers, is a thing I am very dubious about. 
One Sunday night we Left again for Brookings, South 
Dakota, We met Mr, H. B. Derr, & specialist on barlgys who was 
also going to Brookings snd we had some conversations about the 
needs and desires of people im the line of grains. Mr. Derr 
wants all kinds of grains from high altitudes so as to give the 
settlers of the elevated sections of the Rocky Mountain regions 


a chance to grow their own bread foods, Barleys are especially 









od tatnee f° ihe ‘ot olds ied Pittedee? an fro OO | 
— dinely efdetranc: atom t*neta etedt ar noeneue! + ‘s 
de nt! teGnbitot to SLR Qeae ed rode! Jebnad nase GAO 
“eee at df dyedit | fotel tieioucke af baat of? © <eete | 
~adéteb vito yabtuaty acot Grad efqeeg sat ‘soote™ O ertene: 4 
sa fut” vould webitt a HW Hitob Le bd "ha Gs Least ww” aDEGY ie 
* ehont cage od detg tar sores 8 hagmaren wer @ of tea ore Sheed se ye 
dtedt {te wat yitety ste auto td tino gh” Jeet? iva. “e# bee E 
ad? gnome Wiis ly exit «et Setees thety’a od” ot tove t¥imetD Be 
img 82 ogtat of wontdt cuchoustanmbanatesidiel vena a 














ae Le SR édTEQ) aap tz yet grad then ith ‘Sato ue 2 | Bae: 


my 


bev bacus Bes clege ntatt eff bédbaeed ow gaktiove’ rear aa ve eal a 
ato ited 8 bad tabed ow eA eait ineeiont txoa ert tom S00 be 


"teil Piss ‘cam Oy Sify ar yabnon dente dearaaainat oat oe 0 
as eo figin te Levant’ ot ee drips at Rained: sheen 


¥ = oe 
sigs <cuhe 


ve 


a 








“AG Howzwe de wong” eae i ial peer ee a — 3 ‘ ; 
saat ne $8 iOS aon ame anda 2 





itt ovis of os’ be '® 
“eno her mtadiaell lect a 0 ners 
‘ilatosces eis — 


599. 
welcome and early ones in preference to anything else. Mr. 
Derr's ideal in barleys ia to create an early, hull~less, 
large-grained variety, with strong, upright stems. Millets, 
too, maturing quickly and giving promise of being useful, are 
wanted. 

On Monday morning, Angust 10, at the erly hour again 
of 5 A.M, saw us walk in the streets of the Little town of 
ernieives, South, Dakota. We had some food and slept a while 
yet in the chairs of the rural hotel there and then r. Taylor, 
My. Derr and I miled forth to the Agricultural Uxperiment 


Station, The generul impression of that station isn't favorable, 





the erounie are very tasteleszly laid out and the tilildings are 
of a forlorn sytle of architecture. 

As Professor Hangen wes sway, his formman, Mr. Larsen, 
took us arcand. They have a great masa of various things, in 
fact, far too many and the whole place is overgrown by weeds. 
Several smaller plants are being choked out by the tall weeds. 
The rhubarbse, for instance, had become so overgrown that to 
clean things, they mowed rhubarbs and weede altogether with 
the scythe. 

| The eoil, too, isn't of the right Kind for successful 
fruit growing. It consists of a black, woter-retai ning kind and 
as the land lies low and the drainage from the building runs 
over the surface, you my imagine thet things are not in the 
best of shape. 


$¢i11, I notieed a few interesting things like a purple 
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leaved sand-cherry, which is a cross between Prunus Besseyi and 
Pr, Pissardi, It has the habitus of the sand cherry, but rete ins 
the purple-leavedness of the P. Pissardi, ‘This plant is certainly 
worth ateseminating to the trade a8 & Rew and hardy shrub of — 
evmmentel quality, I saw also a low-srowing elderberry with 
very large webells of flowers, ‘Then there is a whole collection 
of hardy shrubs, vurchnsed by Professor Hansen in Russia, There 
are some ceeekt ten Spiraeas, Vivurtums and Nhamzms amons them. 

They are also breeding a hardier grape, seedlings of 
Vitis riparia. ‘hen many plants of Rosa rugosa are in exidence. 
In geneeral, I should say thats it would be a good thing if 
frofesser Hansenwuld not take up such a large mumber of dif- 
ferent plants to work with, especially as funds are not suffi- 
ecient at present to allow the things to be taken care of properly. 

Dpring the afternoon Mr..Teylor and I drove to the 
Soo river to cet a general idea about the possibilities of 
arboreal vegetation in South Dakota, fut we were disappointed 
in observing only a few spocies of wild trees and shrubs, Cotton 
wood, box elders, willows and some choke cherries and wild pluns 
were about the oniy things we gay, while gome Vitis riperia were 
overgrowing whole clumps of willows, 

We Lett Brookings again at night and arrived the next 
morning, Tuesday, duguet 11, in St. Paul. ‘Ye went to the State 
Agricultmral Mxperiment Station in St, Anthony Park where we 
expected to Mest Professor Green, who had written us to that 


effect. However, he wan't there and Professor LeRoy Cady 
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tooksus over the place. They possess a small but rather 
interesting collection of various hardy shrubs and trees, 
besides having experimental apole, plum and cherry orchards. 
they ere conducting breeding experiments in trying to create 
& hardier apple of good keeping qualities and coming in late. 

With raspberries ami strawberries, too, they are 
weeking, ‘The time is passing fast, that the people want to 
breed a fruit that can be grown everywhere. ‘he present idea 
among progressive fruit breeders is to ereatellocal varieties 
which excel in flavor or im other desirable qualities and 
which varicties may perhaps only thrive to perfection in cam 
tain lovalities. | 

in the Station grounds I also noticed several rows 
of the Beta grape which ig said tp be a Poort of Vitis riparia. 
It is the only cultivated grape that stands the rigor of the 
northern winter absolutely iaprotested and ig, as such, much 
appreciated. 

I noticed several rows of different varlebies ef sand 
cherries, aoe pretty good tasting; also an improwed form of the 
native wild black wurrant. | 

Strange, too, it is, how the peyple of the northwestern 
states utilize the willow as a hedge plant. One would hardly 
think tt would be fit for this purpose, bul it is, though, just 
the same and I really suet say that the appesrance of such a ~ 
willow hedge is remrkably neat looking when properly taken care 
ofe 


wr. Taylor said that the people here would appreciate 
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it very moh if I could gina an elderberry producing larger 
verries and more clusters and of a less rank growth in general. 
These berries are much used for ple~+milcing and for elderberry 
wine production. 

| Professor Cady took us over in the afternoon to the 
new Excelsior fruit farm near Lake Minnetonka where we were | 
received by Mr. C. Haroldeon, Superintendent, formerly of 
Brookings, South Dakota, They are doing the breeding work 
there upon a larger stale than they are able to do in St. 
Anthony Park and there seems és be a good future assured to 
this place when the work is properly directed. 
| Mr, Horoldson showed us @¢rSses batween sand cherry 
and apricot, sand cherry and peach, #fand cherry and various plums. 
tt ig really marvellove that thie sand cherry lends itself to 
crossing with apparently most of the stone fruits and strenge 
yet, although one parent is quite tender in these northern 
regions, the hybrids are perfectly hardy, as Mr. Haroldson 
ancuret us. Heavens know what strange fruits we may obtain 
yot from those hybfids. It is very fascinating Anyhow to watch 
these new cher-cots, cher-peaches and cher-plums or whatever 
they may be called. 

Mow as to their desires in conneation with oux intended 
further explorations, they would like to obtain eny fruit that 
might be of use to them and especially in the line of stone 
fruits and bush fruits. he 
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While driving and walking around the environs of the 
Yxcelsior farm I noticed thet the vegetation looked very 
healthy and luxuriant. Lindens, caks, soft~and hard-maples, 
cottonwoods, black walmuis, boxelders and elms, all grow te 
quite large sizes, This part of Vinnesote is e charming 
country; full of lakes and woods and hills. I wonder what 

} oualities the people will possess who were lucky enough to be 

born here a wuple of centuries hence. I think artiste and 
authors are bound to develop, | 

After having enjoyed agnin for the first time in 
about eight days a good sound night's rest we went off to Como 
York in 5b. Paul where we had been directed by Professor Cady 
as having some rare and interesting trees and shrubs. ir. Fred 
Nussbaumer, Superintendent and his foreman, whose name we didn't 
obtain, showed and drove us around. It certainly is « besutiful 


park with the original vegetation left intact, wherever possible 


_ i ee i ee 


and with its beautiful tropical iily ponds ite artistic and 
Classic music stand and pavillon where free msic ie given to 

| the people every day in the week; iis Children's playgrounds, the 
plonic grounds de gitping facilities are well worth copying in 
some of our other American cities, Those northern people ser~ 
tainly possess « fine civic spirit. 

fhe lily pond is really worth making a special trip for. 

fhe Victorias grow as if they were in in their equatorial haunts, 


a thing one marvels st ss they have no glase protection whatso~ 
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ever. Mr, Sussbaumer drew our attention to a couple of fine 
Magnolia acuminata trees which had stood 20 or mre winters 
retiarkeably wall, while « tulip tree of the same aise and stand~ 
tue eight along thom had been killed to the ground last winter. 
Talso noticed some trees of Singko biloba, close upon 20 years 
old, They freeze back occasionally but were otherwiee healthy 
looking specimens. 

There are s few bushes of a crab apple with ridiculously 
little fruits. I couldn't give i. iietidbeemen ite name, a thing 
he asked me, but suegerted to vend « few branches to Professor 
Sargent to heave him identify them. In connection with these 
crabs, I suspect that all shrubs and trees we obtain in Siberia 
will be pretty well hardy here in the bigger part of Minnesota. 

We were shown the remnant of the Japanese garden vhich 
had been destroyed by the combined effecte of a risa of the 
water and the too severe winters. A few maples, a retinospora and 
seme dwarfy ‘Yistarlas were etill alive. Mr. Mussbaumer sald that 
@ hardier Wistaria chinensis was ardently desired by thousands 
of people. I will try to keep this in mind, “here ie a Wisteria 
growing in Hewchwang, Manchuria, against the front wall of the 
house of Dr. Webster, a Scottish missionary, Now ae it gets 
there occasionally 25° below sero, that plant may jroeve to fill 
our wants. ie 

lew growing ornaments) conifers are also needed for 
‘all the beautiful forme of Netinospora winter kill here. I 


advised Mr, Russbaumer to get some of the new Juntper from 
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605. ms 
Professor Waldren or direct from the bad lands of North Dakota. 

As My, Bussbaumer is quite anthusiastic about intro- 
ducing new and hardy plants ani trees, I think we may aafely 
put him on our list of most favored applicants, the more as he 
has some good propagators. Cuttings and seeds especially ean 
be handled well; scions I would not recommend to send him. 

| In the Late afternoon i>. Taylor end I went to Indian 
Mounds Park, bat beyond the very interesting Indian mounds and 
the beautiful view across the Mississippi Valley, there is 
Little of rare trees or plants. There is also a fish-hatchery 
Close by Wut in a somawheat dilapidated condition on account of 
shortage of funde, as I understand. 

In the evening of this day, August 12, 1908, I accom 
panied Yr. Taylor to the reilroad station and bade him good-bye 
and. tendered him my heerty thanks for his eppreciated assistance 

tin bringing me in contact with auch a large munbor of interest- 
ing people. We both feel that it has done our work of plant 
introduction = great smount of good ‘all thet this coming in con~- — 
tact personally with the people interested in our work has created 
a feeling of appreciation and interest that could never have 

| been brought about by simply entering im correspondence with them 

Om August 13 -I felt quite tired and wrete but Little 
and having some ye ople calling on me I simply had to postpone 

any serious writing. 

Friday morning, August 14, I left St. Paul agein with 


Professor Cady and we went to Lake City, Ninnesota, to look over 
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the celebrated Jewell Nurseries which are situated there. The 
mansger, Mr» J. Me Underwood, received us at the railroad 
station and drove us over the grounds» 

There ie a very Large amount of stuff grown there, 
apple seedlinge or grafted plums oan be seen in 100,000 speci- 
mens blocks, Shade and timbertrees, ornamental bushes and 
hardy herbaceous plants cover aleao immense areas. ‘They possess 
the largest stock tn the world of the Compase cherry and maxe 
fime profits with it. There faa great demand for these cherries 
for besides belnes useful they are aleo very ornamental ial | 
exceedingly hardy. 

I noticed « yellow-berried Buffalo berry (Thep, hardia 
argentea) quite striking. } The peremial Fhoxes, too, do remrk- 
ably well and there are some strikingly bright colors among them, 
for instame, Coquelicot, a dwarfy grower with flery~brick red 
flowers; Pantheon, medium high, flowers bright rosy~carmen; 
Champion Wignot, tall growing, flowers of flesh-carmen color. 
ba feu du Monde, medium high, brilliant weddieh—carmeny ape 
earpentes very dwarfy, dense panicles of creamy~white colored 
flowers. 

| Yr. Underwood would be very pleased to receive anything 
in the line of hardy, ornnmental trees, shrubs and herbageous 
plants. Im shrubs some hardy kinds with brightly colored twigs 
are espesially desired. A brighter-colored cornus, for instance, 
is wanted for more striking winter effects, A hardy Althees 


rosea would be mach appreciated also. Sy the way, have you any 
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idea, Mr. Pairchild, whether we still could obtain some seeds 
of the Althsea rosea I sent in from Hunshun, Tinchuria, about 
1s years age? 
An interesting foature of the Jewell Worsertes is that 
| Mr. Underwood haa besn tuilding these last years concrete 
eellare for storage of dug~up nursery stock, The bleecst one 
is build right in ue hill and is 200 feet long, 100 feet wide 
and has an arched roof 15 feat high in the center and 12 feet 
high on the sides. <A fourmole team can turn in it enelly. 
The pillars are square, 1) feet thick and built abso out of 
concrete. In another cellar he has installed corerete tablea, 
the one above the other, Those tables never rot, of course, 
and can’t as wach impart any fungi to the nursery stock. It 
will be well for - to keep these thingsin mind when we sre 
going to install our plant in a newly to be started Netional 
} Botanical Garden and oropacat ing grounds » 
| And now I am coming near the end of this report. As 
I stated in a former letter, our objects haven't been so much 
the making of extensive notes as well as the permnally coming 
in cozntact with vorlous people and the finding out of their 
special wishes and desires. If I had had more filme, T gladly 
would have mde some extensive notes in the Ottawa Arboretum 
and in Geneva and Rochester, too, but one cantt do all things. 
| A few remarks yet, These last deya I heve scen many 
interesting and instructive things, but efter all, it is not 


much the materia] I have been impressed with as with the possi- 
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bilities that hie hidden in so muy slants and shruba from a 
hybridisers and plant breeder's point of view. In the future 
we will create unheard of strains of fruits and trees and 
shrubs and ereepars and flowering plants, All we need now is 
to build up collections of verhous plants all through this 
broad, rich land of ours, so as to have the material at hand 
when certain things are being taken up. 

it is a very strange fact, indeed, that up till now 
hardly amy institute of learning in America hes paid any atten- 
tion to the building up of a systematic collection of plants, 

I know time has been short and fais have been low, 
but the desires were also mot there. Wow, I would propose to 
you to try to hage all the vexi ous igvicultiral Colleges and 
experiment statl ons enter into some kind of an agreement by 
which each one would build up one or more groups of plants of 
interest which may do well in their locations and take care of 
them and as such form altogether as complete a collection of 
general plate as wo ar able to grow im the whole United States. 
Ir guch a thing could be arranged, plant breeders and investi-e 
gators wouldn't be tied up ag they are now for lack of proper 
materiale dust to give only a slight illustration, Mr. Heroldson 
gaid he could heave made hundreds of crosser this pest spring if. 
he only had had some material to draw upon. He referred SBP ate 
ially to Roga rugosa and stone fruits. 

I will wite another letter yet in compliance with 


De. Galloway's requests concerning giving detailed informations 
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of our whereabouts when teavelling. 
Tt is beastly hot and humid here and the high buildings 
seem to prevent the breezes from blowing through. 
Well, with beet of regards to you all, 7 remain, Gir, 
Yours respectfully, 


WRANK HE, MOY R. 


| Chicago, [Llinois, 
| mgust 17, 1908, 
| Dear Mr, Pairchild: 

| Would you be eo kind te hemi those reports over to 
Dr Galloway and if you consider them not adequate enough, 


would you be so kind end have them emended? 


tam, Sir, 
Yours reapectfully, 
PRANK HN. MUYURe 
Pads It is awfully hot and sultry here todey. T am intend- 


ing to visit some parks yet and the Field Mmeeum end my show 


up again in Washington Yednesday or Thursday nicht. odd«bye, 








ae 
-—2te. Aye - 


So ae 


Hyun Pe LO) peeping 8 sss tt Aa gate 29 pany dels spi 


4s OMe x Sgn aM, ae 


ae 


CAT Tee. =s 





wos Jit: ce tet ,Beohat Et @ eutats é 2. woe 6, a2. aT 


















Oi rl ae, 


watts yu Dheg #04 ah ee Of a eegned Ro acengh domk yt sone 
A : 4 } L4 P , wv? AP wre “Pie eS AAS ei ne D 


edinlg to gekeig iipo sltamesage we aR pehy £ lird one Ps Beka 


os Soak itt gouaokt | | | 44 
i. By ee Ce ee eee 


2081 efi te rath em 1 gel yaad tony de oy wera veh et oat 
tm nenett ob Less! uradagh oe — aa, tba ei) ar eye 
ot, gg th sini eae hegre Sits i: tf rire of way bine cai 

1 HE efaans et see mate aoe tae yall 
vat ine sot SMe eG fee fi 95 uy Slas 
te mn ee # otel are yw oul want Sa EP ae 4s an aa 
£, dane be bet Agence Phong ve dda 6% we shat. mulher anny 
eet hus ‘ ei ae gPraiartte uid AR ariae 8 hel awrite 
ssid tao't *syaned “ott GROIN Hed Mi oneee | 
wade ‘yom bait menus Bio rt amt aca dee ait 
“Jeyabben’ titi ie yabacad 46 


Ae LI Nee ey he, ae sib “grt oF A i eines 


ee 


a. 


oe 








re 
sz 
> 








ogee rey mh, § 


{ 


view moeadd aha ie oe saat 





enigeinds Arn dd aerb apo Rey ad ee TS 








610. 
Washington, De Gs. 
August 22, 1908, 
Deny Mr. Pe irdhil d 

The Last time I vrote you was, I believe, on the 
morning of August 17. Well, I spent s great part of that day 
in writing on my reports and visited late in the afternoon the 
Lincoln Park in Chicago. The day wos exceedingly hot and humid 
and as it was raining off and on also, I didn't get » round much. 
I noticed the climatie and stmospheri« effects upon trees and 
ahrubs, but more about this in connection with the other parks. 

Om Tacsday, August 18, I want to the Field Museum 
of Natural Eistory in Jackson Park where I met the Director, 

Mr. Je Ve Skiff, with whom I had & short conference owing to 
his having an engagement dow town. Well, this centleman told 
me that in general of all things of interest that I apllected 
the Museum would be pleased to receive duplicstes and that they 
were quite willing to take a share in the expenses connected 
with such work. 

The Botanist in charge of the collections of vegetable 
producta, Mr, Millepouch, being absent, I sw Dr. Jesse More 
Creenman, vho has charge of the Herbarium, 

This gentleman showed me pretty nearly all over the 
Maseum and pointed out the thingy they would like to cet. 

First, I must eny that they possess a very interesting 
collection of Botanic-economic material ami the way it is 
exhibited is very striking and original. As Mr. Skiff hed 
remarked to me during our talk, they were, to his xnowledge, 
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6ll. 
the only people who had been sable to mike so so-called dry 
Botenieal collection of creat interost and instruction to the 
ordinary public. 

The collection of fibres and fibre-products is quite 
extensive, IT noticed with surprise what a fine white quality 
of paper is slready being made out of cornstalks. In edges 

| they are just beginning to form a collection and they possess 
already & good mary sawples from Japan end Russia. Ora ins, 
too, ani beans are growing collections. In beans, though, a 
great number of even common Chinese beans were absent. 

In the herbarium there is a weli~nigh total absence — 
of Chinese and Asiatic Plants, though West Indien and Mexiean 
and Central Amorican plants are well represented. 

Yow thetr wishes are many in regard to eel leevel 

‘motefiel. For instance, Fibres and products made of fibres 
are very welcome. ane of wood and certain mall objecta 
tede out of various woods are desired. ‘Then all kinds of 
grains and samples of foods for so far they can ve preserved 
made out of grains. Then, beans and other seeds having economic 
or other uses sre meded, G11 aml vornish and vesin producing 
plants with gamples of producte are eagerly desired, especially 
to provide American hanufacturers with reliable date and infor~ 
mation and pees, put not least, all herbarium specimens from 
Central Asia are warted. These last ones could be exchanged 

with; they having many duplicates of Central American and 
Vexican plaats. 
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Any photos showing typical stenes or interesting 
details concerning collected material will alywmys enhance 
the velue of such collections and ere very welcome. 

Well, Or, Greenman Kept te sanady the whole day in 
the Museum and late in the afternoon J called upon Mr. J, Prenk 
| Foster, general superintendent of the South, Pearce, Chicago, 
and inquired for vishes and awgestions in the line of trees 
and planto. He waa not webl versed in these matters, os he 
confessed, but referred me to Mr, Pred Kenet, head gerdener of 
the South Parks. Well, 1t being mite late, Mr. Manst sug 
gested to return the next day, 

As such, I visited him on Wednesday morning, August 
18, and walxed and drove through Washington, Jackson, and 
several minor parks. Chicago certainly is working hard te 
supply breathing room for her ever-growing population, ‘They 
ado not go in much for growing rare or strange trees but they 
like to pl ease the ceneral public and satisfy the demand of 
the ordinary mn in the street. Ag such, one finde in the 
perks big expanses of sand upon which people play oll Kinds 
of ball games, smaller flelds in turf for golf and tennis and 
croquet, then again small swimming poole for children, many 
benches for the weary, etc. | 

Yr. Sanst told me that the main obstacle with growing 
trees in Chicago wae the smoke in the atmosyhere. Formerly 
there not beine so many factories, things were much better. 

As such, any trees that might be seen anywhere as being able 
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to withstand smoke would be worth fortunes in Chicago. Also 
shrubs having some variation in the green of their leaves would 
be very welcome, On account of certain landstcape cardeners being 
very much opposed in using cultivated varieties of shrubs with 
golden or purple leaves and ae such falsely inflwencing the 
public, the gardeners of the large city perks in Chicago find 
mach trouble in bringing about the desired colomeffects, 

In the attaneen T went to Garfield Park where I met 
Me. Sel2z, the head gardener, He took me through the various 
green houses they have there and vhere I noticed quite a lot 
of orchids, tropiesl plants, ferns, ete. hoy just completed 
& new range of green houses of immense dimensions. The palm 
house is 65 feet hich and over 200 feet lons. Whether they will 
be able to hont suth an immense house i# a thine they themselves 
are not quite certain about. Beside that palm house, they have 
a gigantic show house, a cool conifer house, an economic plant 
house, a dave of Sood Hope and Australian house, a purely 
tropical house and a fernery with masaes of rocks imported from 
Ohio and an artificial witerfall and a dttto well in it. I was 
informed that the total cost of this titanic rance of plant 
houses amounts to °200,000. 

Late in the afternoon I saw itr. Jens Jensen, general 
superintendent of the Vest Chicago Parks, who has his office 
in Union perk. I hed to walt for hima» couple of hours ag he 
tours around the whole day sometimes in his automdtle, insp ett~ 


ing the many parks he has charge of, He informed me that the 





88 

cata segents> at apamibre?: Kéaew o¢ blwow, dome. estate ot 
bisew eevael tfedd Je neetg.odd ak noidebusx oupo. gitvart.edwade 
wited sienebte, eqeoehnal alagree. to. dayoooe 20 “spmopsoy. vv, 8 
déiw adwule to setteinav. beotavidice gutem nt besogge doses yay 
od? yotonwi tet yleeliat dove ge ban neveo! olqsua 20. 00bLep 


brit egaota? at edueq ytto ented od? to. sion btg ont sotidug Ms 


anteetiowtolos botteoh edt tacda. wrtgntad at eldmnat; a9 | 
tem I ovedy xan bieltis) of tno I nooretia edd af. ate bite |S 
egetrew edt cavondt om dont of + ORO, beet edt aOR 0 
tel « other hontton I etwsiy heen eed, oven todd, seavod, coors 
botelomeo tat, yer? .ofe ,ertto® ye tnady Laplqent gebtsoxe, 20 . 
miley ef? ace benentb genet te avased noon, to ogttax wen 
iiiw youd sorted spas tee? OCR seve hna dob teak 8a: eh _pesiest | 
sevicsmm dt yodt swiidd 2 at pased eqromnl gs Mee. tnod, ot eida od 
ova yen? .pener- ming tadd-pbteet ..twede shedten edhsp: tom ot 
tnelq oimoneos na ,eeuret aetiaoo Loco .e worsroth, wore okinayty e 
. ‘Ylour » yoaved teh lentes ine eae. bod, te. 08 samen 
‘mort cbedtrecm toon to nomen it bw. ytento% selateneeantidll 
wow Lath ab Low oftth o.bus Liadwoton IatoP hides xo bn 
tnaic to egret otnatté ektt to teca tetatcaat tant inert 
ower iow 900,008 of seit decal 
Lereniog utoatiot anol otf wee f peters ett 8 atk ‘odo : 
~9aktko veld wad Lellieataints enemareiniannael seb rodih 





wy, fie 
dea 





gen 






f, 
‘ i 


r >: 
at : ‘ sR : a oe E 
> pm sy ne 1 . 
ae “a f= > *F3 t Pe ane = ee 3 
OE oa TER ern eee ae ME i, Ee 


Sa es 


4 — >. 
=~ ne 


* 


ee 


‘OF 
4 
. Ana 


61.46 
things he would like best of #11 for the Chicago parks were 
hardy shrubs that flowered in the spring time, like Pyrus 
japonica and Porsythies. Anything im those lines ic alweye much 
appreciated by the public at larces Of course, chade trees 
“which are smokeeresistent are much wanted, but as he seid, 
truly ‘Where are we going to get them?" — 
in the evening I visited Huwrboldt Park, saw the fine 
water lilies there ant. noted some rare shrubs like «4 Yenthoceras 
sorbifolia from North China; a weeping, smll~leaved Prunus, 
very silver wleaved willows, Acanthoranag pentaphylle and seme 
privet hybrids. 
| Of course, I wernt only hurriedly through those parks, 
They are go large and 96 widely scattered that Mr. Manst alone 
has to drive @ miles in goin: throwh the South Parke and I 
think Mr. Jenesen has more yet im the Vest Parks, 111, I 
think I mw ani heard what I wanted to know. 
Both Er, “anst and Wr, Jensen expressed pleasure and 
gratifieetion in seeing how the VU. 3. Depertment in te cing these — 
. . matters up and Mr. [anet seid that it was onee in ten years that 
they received s call from s person Like myself not commertdally 
interested in the supply of 4 park. 
Chicago certainly spends an enorrous amount of money 
upon her perks system. to you know that the genera] superin« 
7 tendents receive the royal salagies of between $5000 and g7000 
per ammm and that ever head garcdenres and their assistants get 
as much as from 82000 to M4000, 
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In general I was stuck with the uncongeniality to plant 
growth in Chicago of both climete and soil, Man hag a hard job 
there in making a good show with plante that thrive well nearly 
everywhere else and yet do only poorly here, ‘The willow, poplar 
and black ash looked the bast of all simde trees with Lindens, 
goft maples ani elms coming second, while hard mapels, syeamores 
and oake were third. Conifers can't be grown any more. The 
sulphuric acid in the atmoenhere kills them right ont end as such 
I saw in the dig hot house in farficld Park our ordinery Tetinm 
ouporeas and Thuyas treated as choice ereenhouse planta. 

A thing I omitted to mention yot ia this, thet in some 
of the greenhouses in Garfield Park the only wood seen in 
evidence are the bars woon which the glass panes rest. OOther~ 
xin, everything is mde of concrete, the ebhée are, water 
tanks, sliding panels in the propageting house, even the posts 
upon which the benches rest. Nothing ean rot or rust in sush 
a house and no furri cen bother the plants and no insects can 
weal tiply in old rotten tinhbers, | 

One item I noticed in Chicago is thiss that in their 
desire to give the public a quick show they very sreat part of 
all their shrube and trees is only the most common material 
| while there mist be a great mamber of various things that would 
ao well if they were experimented with. fs such, I think they 
need some kind of a testing atation where spcimens of all 
‘things gould be kept and where new things could be experimented 
with and where, if necessary, hardy things could be originated, © 
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likg,{for instance, more smokesresistent varieties. Among 
the ashes, for instance, I noticed a few varieties much better 
leoking than others while growing side by side. 


Well, this is the last report wpen my trip which 


“ lested three weeks and on which I saw and learned a good many 


things that will prove to me of great yalue when in Central 
and Kastern Asia in search for hardier and useful trees and 
planta. 
| f remain, Mr. Fairchild, 
Yours respectfully, 


FRANK N. MY Re 


Washington, Dy. Cs 
August £2, 1906, 

Dear Mr, Mebroenilds 

Herewi th I enclose my weekly report on the past trip 
to the Chief of the Bureau, Would you be so Kind as to over~ 
look it and amend it if necesgary and have it forwarded to Dr. 
Galloway's office, 

1 Git, S1d, 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK H, WlY Re 
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Washington, D, ¢. 
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Dear Me PETE on | 

Upon my return to. Hashington after a three weeke! trip 
through Canada and the Northern United States, 1 find your letter 
of August 1, 1908, awaiting me. TES ncaa ball 

Well, this mumber S.P.I, 21924 fuer munber 186) ought 
never to — been put in a sandbed, as I expressly stated on 
the card accompanying it, "“Bud-wood", However, that is not your 
fault, of course, 

Mo. S.P.1. 22345 was given to my Ho. 829a, and as such 
you may be able to tell us how these seeds are doing. 

Mr, Fairchild turned your lettefs of duly 2lst and 29th 
over to me, I certainly am glad to nitice that the bamboos are 
apparently reviving again, for these are really the most valuable 
of all my recent introductions. | 

I also see that you noted nine of the ten Rosa xanthine 





(3.P.1. No. 23034) as apparently dead. I hope you will give them 
@ severe pruning before throwing then out, Really they oucht 

to have been pruned heavily upon planting as their roots were 
relatively small. 
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61%. | 
Washington, De Ce, 
September 1, 1908. 
Dear Mr. Fairehild: 
7 I am in receipt of a letter from Hr. Alat. Semnedy, 
Grace Mission, Tangsi near Hunchov, China, who writes me that 
the seeds he received from the Department are all doing very 


well with the exception of sase flower seeds, He would like 


to obtain some books which would enable him to recognize various 


trees and planta, bet as we have nothing we could send whiéh 
would be helpful to him in Chins upon this subject I wish you 
would be so kind as te send him some Farmers’ Sulletins upon 
grusing plants in general, upon which topi¢ he could assimilate 
considerable. | 
| As it is mostly through Yr. Kennedy's efforte that 
we were able to collect so many bomboos and ot obtain the white- 
fruited loquats, 1 think we are somewhat indebted to him, and 
by favoring him tn this mtter coul¢ show owr appreciation of 
his assistance. 

he bulletins could be sent to the American ‘ost Office 
at Shanghel, ond es Mr. Tennedy frequently vieits Shanghai he 
ould get them there, s.ving us a condiderable amount on postage. 

‘Yery respectfully, 
PRANAIN. MYERs 
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Woods Hole, Massachusetts. 
September 10, 1988. 
Wr. 0. G. Knight, 
Ue Se Dept. of Agriculture. 
' Dear Mr. night: 
As you see, I landed at last in Woods Hole, somewhat 
later than I intended to, but safe and sound, though. I 
suppose you didn't send my trunk yet, at least I made incuiries 
but found that nothing has arrived yet. Well, as such, I wish 
you would forward it to me together with some things Mrs, 5ell 
will mpply you with, at your very earliest convenience. 
With best of Greetings, | 
Yours very trully, 


PRANK N. MEYER. 


Woods Hole, Massachusetts. 
September 10, 1908. 
Dear Mrs. Bell: a : 
This morning I landed at last in Woods Hole and am 
stopping at the "Dexter House," whore I would be pleased to 
have my mail and other things forwarded. 
Has Mr. Pairchild finished with my two letter of 
authorization? If #0, I wish you wuld be kind enough to 


send them to me at your earliest convenience, 
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619, 
With best regards to you all, I am, Madan, 
Yours very truly, 
PRANK NH, MEYER. 


Woods Hole, Massachusetts. 
September ll, 1928. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild 
Wednesday, ult., while talking to Mrl Jackenn Dawson 
of the Arnold Arboretum, Jamaics Plain, Massachusetts, he 
expressed his regrets that while the Department wanted come 
specimen fruits from the Arboretum they falled to send him a 
sufficient mumber of franks and he said he found it too ex- 
pensive to pay postage on such matters, | 
As such, I would suggest that we send him as early 
as convenient some light, emall boxes and 20 or @ mailing 
franks, 80 as to enable him to send us some samples of fruita 
from the very interesting forme of Pyrus which are just ripen- 
ing now in the Arboretum. | 
Professor Sargent is still absent, wut is expested 
back early in October. 
Iam very busy with writing for President Roosevelt 
wants a report from me upon the deforestation of Chins, 
With best greetings, I am 
Yours respectfully, 
Prank N. Meyer. 
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Peds Ave my letters and photos on the raed to me? If not, 


please hurry thei 


Woods Hole, Massachusetts, 
September 12, 1908. 
Dear Mr, Pairchilds 
This evening I am starting to write you a report of 
what I heard or saw or experienced during the last ten days 
since I left Washington. 


Well, when I came home at the St. James Hotel, Wash- 


ington, Tuesday night, September 1, I found a telegram awaiting 
me from Mr, Hicks informing me that the Presidént would see me 

Wednesday morning at 10:30, It was a good thing I had inquired 
just before Departmental closing hours that I was allowed to go 
for it wouldn't have made a good impression if I couldn't have 

come at the appointed hour. 

I tood ag such the night train and landed Wednesday 
morning at 9 Alf, in Westumy, L.I., and found Mr. Henry Hicks 
awaiting me with his automobile. We hurried up to his home and 
after a brief greeting to his wife who still remembered me, we 
puffed away to Oysterbay. As the auto climbed up Sagamore Hill 
we saw our high executive strenuously engaged in a game of 
tennis, his highly colored cheeks and bronzed neck looking all 
the healthier in contrast with his white woolen sweater while 


his broad shoulders and strong calves, toghther with his massive 
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621, 
head, gave one at once the impression of seeing an all-around 
strong man. 

We were shown ints the big hall by a colored young 
man and had time enough while we were walting 66 observe the — 
Buffalo and Moose heads against the walls, the big grizaly and 
black bear skins upon the floor and to notice some small nice 
metal bears in an antique show case. One of those ornaments 
had even diamond eyes. 

Well, won the President came in and shook hands 
heartily with Mr. Hicks and me and told us he was so glad to 
see us, He dropped into a leather cushioned arm chair and 
looked the pictwre of health and strength. We sobn came to 
talk about conditions in China, about reforestation in America, 
the pleasures of country life, the tigers of Siberia, of which 
he told us, that eminent Zoologists have the opinion nowadays 
that the tigers instead of having migrated to the North are 
supposed to have originated up North and to have deseended to 
the Souths then we spoke about his own hunting trip in the wilds 
of Africa of which he told us that he will go under the aum ices 
of the National Museum and will take two scientific asbistants 
with him. Yhen Yr. Hicks told him thet the papers told all 
kinds of stories about his hunting, he waxed really angry and 
gaid, "Mr. Hicks, those New York newspapers are the wickedest, 
lowest newspapers in the whole world3" ‘Then we come again to 
the work of the Department of Agriculture, in having me explore 
Central Asia to obtain hardy fruits for the people in the North 
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West and the President looked over some of my photos and told 
us that iene was out Vest buffalo berries and wild plums 
were considered a fine delicacy when preserved with sugar, He 
highly praised our Department by saying*that of the goad work 
that was being done in the aientery by different institutions and 
men, that of the Department of Agrieul ture ranks in my opinion 
among the foremost.” | 

The President was yery much interested in the pictures 
about the deforestation of Chins and requested me to draw up a 
realistic and concise report about ite disastrous effects and 
send it up to him, illustrated with photograrhs so that he may 
use it in his next message to Congress, adding with a check] ed 
voice and with broad jawa, "Phat will be my last chance of 
getting at them, you see.” The tone he said this sentence in 
was so amusing that we all three burst out. Well, we had a 
few more talks about the Dlessings of having good neighbors, 
etc., and then the President rose and said it had been a delight 
to him, ete., and we thanked him profoundly and soon we whirled 
again along the roads, 

After lunch we visited the Carnegie Institutional 
seamen tenniaiall Station at Cold Spring, Long Island, and were 
received by Professor Chas. B. Davenport. We spoke about 
various problems of evolution and experimentetion and I noted 
down that Professor Davenport is especlally interested in get- 
ting various breeds of toe from the Orient whanever they 


possess peculiar cracteristics. Plants leo are welcome if 
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they show a thing like mutetion and beans more especially are 
desired, as they are working with them already at this station 
and have obtained some remarkable result . in color variation. 
Now in regard to these beans, I sent a bag of seeds from the 
Wa teal shan region under No. 92@la. ‘These are pears, however, 
but they looked to me as perhaps being in a state of great 
variation and muld as such be utilized. ‘Then under No. 933a, 
I sent a strange vayloty of soy bean from Tsin-sse, Shansi, 
also varying a good deal, I wish the Department would send 
a sample of each of those two mumbers to Dr. Davenport. ve 
spoke at leigth sbout the hardy monkeys and I found thet they 
are still wanted, only « couple of them and that the total 
expenses for a healthy paif of such monkeys might not rum over 
#100. 

We Were shown over the plote of ground they have 
there at the Stetion and I saw the many Oemthera Lamarckiana, 
they cultivate to corroborate deVrie's theories about mutation, 
etc. I was agced a good many questions about these mutants, 
after which ir. Hicks informed them that I had worked for so 
many years with khem while under Professor Hugo de Vries in 
Amsterdam, 

Late in the afternoon Mr. Hicks and I repaired to 
the famous Dana's Arboretum at Glen Cove, Long Islend. I was 


struck with the size and the beauty of the fine collection of 


Gonifers they possess, There are some splendid specimens of 


various Asiatic conifers, like Picea ajanensis, P. alcockiana, 
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624. 
Abris firma, A. VYeitehii, Gryptomeria japonica, Pseudo-larix 
Knempferi. Thuya orientalis, Juniperie chinensis and verious 
foms of Taxus cuspidata. I noticed also two specimens of the 
white-ebarked pine (Pinus Bangeana) hut as they were crowing in 


the shade of tall trees they didn't look st their best for this 


pine needs all the light and em it cen cet to thrive to per. 


fection. 

I noticed some large trees of Magnolia Yulan, Cornus 
Korisa, Gingko bilobe and. Sophora japonica, showing thet in 
general Yast Asiatic plants thrive in the climate of Hastern 
Amer lea. 

On Tursday, September 3, 86 went te New York City. 
I called upon ir, Caspar thitney, editor of the outing Magazine, 
but found him outing himself and se where Dr. Louis L. Seaman, 
the African explorer, Dr. Robert 7. Morris, a fruit grower, and 
Dr. Thomas Caunt., Some of these gentlemen were out in the 
country and Dr. Seaman was even as far «as Mhrope.e. I want to 
gee some of them, however, and will call upon them on my return 
tripe 

At about 11 A.M, we arrived st the New York Museum of 
Netural History where we found Drs 1, ¢, Bumpus, the director, 
temproarily absent. ‘“r. Hicks, however, had received word from 
him vy letter thet he would see us at 1 P.M, and as such we 
spent our time in looking over the beautifully arranged exhibit 


of native woods, with spkendidly-made imitation leaves, fruits 


and flowers attached to each piece of wood, while a photograph 
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of a tree as it im seen wher growing, and a small map giving 
its native habitat, meee the Collection 411 the more interesting. 

A® about 1 o’clok Dr. umpus appeared and we ‘eae 
some talks with him aboutcoliecting of desirable material in 

. Central and “astern Agia, 

Well, Br. Bumps was soneviat sour and had apparently 
recently been stung by some one for he said that they had had 
& Collector in china fxr three years at great expense and that 
when he came back he Mew next to néthing about industries they 
wanted to know about, al though he had bought tools and instru- 
ments relating to swh industries, He said that the left the 
Botanical Ssollectim religiously alone; the Bronx Botanical 
(arden took that won itself. ‘he only things he wanted were 
ants and spiders mllected in different parts of the world and 
pat up in alcohole Ve were show) meny cases with material from 
China, Japan, Korea and Siberia and as Dr. Bumpus said, thare 
is alwaya lots sf material that can't be exhibitied cither for 
lack of space yr for being not of sufficient interest or not 
being perfect or canitats or for other reagons. “ell, such 
material is of the iedkais interest to students just the same 
and they were installing now new fireproof rooms for safe~-keeping 
such material. A feature of these new rooms is that they can 

ve easily fumigated with hydrocyanic acid gas or with earbon 

bisulphide, doing away ae such with evil~smelling naphtaline 


or other preservatives. 








iS * 
Ahlen 


Vitnoreque bed bee wee Ferwomoy, naw esha 


bat bad yent ted? blew ed sol ate emedyd goute mane tlteoon, ae 
todd bus SSPE faery Ja etegy c web ah, ak. penenen nt Ag 





edd lef a? tadt bias ef» eS Haier » 
mole (iano lation aubtaeLLop, feotnatt a, ‘s 
S100 betnsw od aynidd yino. ont. gt loath ye tadé, toot, nebrad Aire 


at me 
bis Sivow ect 20 edtaq duet@Pith st, an’ o 
more Latrozau, délw eezen You towed, stow om, a odo a 





feolnatcé mrerh odd 4 




















= ee “ 


j ome "¢ iret terrors te tea ae 2 he 
dove ,lis? ,anoreet tedte tot ve otolquen ‘A 00200 =tt fiat ah fie 


least 3 tel atioos ‘Roewqos!?, won, a penn sites, aie ana 





feo Yodd, todd ef emg, seh, O90. 30, 
Koduse délw so ase bigs | 


‘t. Att aval Bs th ae ied ‘tain, oni 58 err cam a 
\ itd . ; As neh 
| 8 die 5 Taw wb apie "yi ie ’ 





G86, 

In the afternoon we flew over the @levated railway to 
the Bronx Botanical Garden, br. Britten was in EBarepe but Dr. 
W. A. Murrii as acting Director was very kind to us and had 
some of the lesser lights show us several groups of plants in 
the herbarium, like Pyrus, Ligustrum, Syringa, Prums, Juglans, 
Pistacia, Populus and Castanea, What a mass of beautiful species 
of nearly all of these plants wae to be introduced yet from 
China,«-it is simply amazing so few of the plants collected by 
Dr. Henry have beeh introduced. of course, I supye ve that Veltch 
will possess several of these plants since Wilson sent in so 
many seeds, but I asaume that they haven't as yet a sufficient 
stock at hand to advertise them. 

I noticed that the Herbarium was exceedingly poor in 
Central Asiatic plants and I was informed that they will gladly 
receive anything from there in exchange for their duplicate 
material. Dr. Murril would also like very much to obtain speci- 
mn of ail kinds of fungi from Asia, espedlally the forms, 
growing on old wood and the terrestfial kinds, He wants to 
describe them in a to~be-published book. I do not Know what 
became of the few fungi I have sent in, but if they are not 
needed in the Department they misht be given to him, for it 
is much better to have one or two very good collections in a 
country than to have lote of small accummlations which serve 
only a few people, , 

We looked through some books on Central Asian travels 
in regard to habitats of plants but we didn't find much and 
then Mr. ash, the curator of the Botanical Garden, took us 
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627. 
through the Arboretum and showed us the various forms of Berberis 
they have. I noticed one particularly handsome one y called Be 
amrensis, wut im all probability a hybrid as every one of the 
6 or & bushes under that neme looked different from the others, 
Well, no matter what it may be, its vigorous looks, combined with 
& wealth of large racemes of big searlet-¢olored berries, couldn't 
fail to attract one's attentions. Wr, Nash is of the opinion 
that this Berberis will put 5. Thunbergii in the shede, 

Several forms of Ligustrum's they have also. One kind 
Galled Li Soules 


strum vulgare var. veana was quite distinct 





from the ordinary privet. There is some valuable material among 
the privets for breeding hardier and hatidsomer things. , 
I noticed among the Forsythias a hybrid between F, 
suspense and PF, vividissima aml Mr. Nash considers it as the 
most ornamental of any of the Forsy mikes Tt ie named F. . 
intermedia and may be obtained thimugh the trade, Several 
Viburmums and Cornus they possess, two groups of plants among 
each of which some hybridising ought to be done to obtain more 
handsome types. 
We overlooked the Poplars in particular as I am in 
| dovubt about the oxue of certain species in North Chins. I see 
thet the poplar with small leaves which Bretechneider calls 
Populus suaveolens is in reality P. Simonii, as I saw it also 
under that meme in the Arnold Arboretum a few days ago. Soe 
| some of my introduced poplars will have to be looked over, I 


, suspect there are parhaps novelties among them. 
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A few things in the Arboretum are worth imitating 
when we in Washington start laying out and planting the 
Mational Arboretum, vie., they never plant a single specimen 
a the only representative of 4 species, they always plant 
severals and that is a wise principle for there is a far greater 
variability and individuality among trees and sherbs than people 
generally know of and it is just through thet variability that 
one is able to select certain points one needs in hybridisation. 

Another thing experimenting with or perhaps even 
adopting as it is are the black-painted, incorruptible antimony~ 
leaden labele in which the name of the plent and ite country of 
origin have been impressed with white painted letters, ‘These 
labele can de read easily at even a distance, never corrode or 
break and are inexpensive. ‘the leaden tablet is screwed with 
4 brazen sorewe against » wooden board om the back of which is 
attached a strong bent gelvanized wire with two legwse by which 
it is stuck in the ground. 

At parting, Mr. Neewh said that he would be pl eased 
to receive anything for the Garden that might be thought hardy 
in New York but above ell things various species of Barberries and 

q poplars are especially welcome, 

Well, we came home late that night after heaving had ‘ 
very busy day. 

On Friday, September 4, we went out agnin in Wr, Hickts 
automobile taking with us Professor Judson of Cornell who was 

stopping at Garden City, Long Island, studying up vagetable 
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629. | 
growing in Long Island, We first visited the Cottage Gardens 
Nursery at Queens, Long Island, where I noticed some remark~ 
ably fine mursery stock of various ornamental conifers like 
Retinostoras, Thuyas, Piceas, etc. ‘the conifers with blue 
hues especially seem to thrive better here in Northeastern 


America than the green varieties, I also hear that all the 


‘gonifers from the Mmstern Rocky Mountain slopes are perfectly 


hardy alimo at everywhere, while those from the damp-atmogphered 
West slopes and from the Pacific coast are nearly all tender, 

If that really should prove to be the case, then the Depart- 
ment certainly ought to establish a plant-breeding garden 
somewhere in Colorado or thereabouta te create all-around hardy 
forma of plants which could be of uve over the greater part of 
the world. Many plant breeders like Burbank, for instance, have 
gone too far South and as such their creations can only be 
grown in restricted locations. 

Beside those nice blue conifers I noticed the ordinary 
mursery stock Like one finds anywhere and which needs on com 
mentation. I saw here for the first time, though, how that new 
Chestnut disease is killing off beautiful, large trees, some 
measuring a couple of feet in diameter. Strange, that nature 
does do such things} 

From Queens we went to Flushing and wandered over the 
old, abandoned Parson's Nurseries, where one still can observe 
many a rare form of Asiatic trees and shrubs, The whole place, 
though, is dna forlorn state and makes the impression of a 


plant cemetery. ‘the city of New York owns the greater part now 
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620. 
and has the intentions of converting it into a park but there 
are rumors in the air of bribery and graft and Heaven knows 
what courses may be taken ae, , 


We saw some aplendid specimens in Flushing and vicinity 


of Weeping beeches, Pseudo-larix Rrempfers, Selkova Keaki, Tilia 


argentea, etc, ‘The climte hares seems to resemble that of 


Western turepe more than any other section of North Esstern 
America. 

In the afternoon we proceeded on to several vegetable 
gardens in the neighborhood of Long Island City. We paid vieits 
40 some Italian and Chinese vecetsable growers, In the Italian 
gerden I noticed a many~headed form of cauvlifhower or perhaps 
Broccoli, green celery, celeriac and sweet femel, all three of 
which are much in demind among the sons of Italy up in New York 
City. | | 

The long-queued Chinese, however, had lots of Balsam 


apples (Momordica charantia), wam gourds (Beninoasie cerifera), 


‘Bottle gourds (Lagemaria vulgaris var.), several kinds of Pai 


teal, of mustard, some Koriander and a vegetable, new to me, 
called"foung teal? used like epinach ae greens, It is appar 
ently a species of Tpomaga or Convolvulus, though it can be cut 


severe] times during the seagon. As theee Chinese gurdeners 


nearly all hail from Canton or thereabouts, they grow quite 


different varieties of Pai teal and of gourds than I have seen 


in Worthern China. 
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Saturday, September 5, saw us leave again early in 
the morning by ante, train, ferry, underground railraod, etc. 
heading for Little Silver, New Jersey, where we drove up to 
De. Wa. van Vieet's residente and were fortunate enpugh to 
find him home, I handed your letter of introduction to him 
and after that Dr. van Vleet showeé us over his plece. 

He also selected a very nice location upon oa gentle 
sloping knoll overlooking the landscape and many are the things 
he grows like Gladtoli, Roses, Rhodod@dendrons, pears, apples, 
walnuts, lilies, Hemerscellis and many minor things. 

Of course, he doesn’t grow ® great mumber of things, 
Gladiolus excepted, of which he hae several thousand bulbs. His 
time, funds and limited area of land wouldn't permit such, but 
altogether it is remarimble, though, 80 many plants he has been 
able to crowd into such a small ares. His hybridizations, as 
such, have been limited to small mubers but altogether it seems 
that he has the kmack of getting something out of what he does. 
Atong hie Gladioli there are some very fine forms in my opinion 
and i the crosses between Ro sa rugosa and other roses, there 
are aleo #ome very promising novelties. [Ti seeme that this Rosa 
rugosa can be hybridised with almost 611 forms of roses and 
imparts to its offspring a hardiness, greater than any of our 
modern roses possess. 

While talking, Wr. Hicks asked Dr. Yan Vieet's opinion 
about the nitrogen collecting capacities of the Eleagni. Mr. 
Hicks stated that he had some rows of Privet growing upon very 
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sandy land, all of the bushes had very yellowish-tinted foliage 
with the exception of those privets that were growing near a 
couple of Zleagnus unmbeliatus bushes where they were intense 
green as if they had been manured, Sr. Yan VYieet, too, said 
that he found thet where Sleagnus had been grown, the ground 
was as rich as if a few crops of cowpeas had been plowed under 
and he also observed that Bleagnus longipes and % umbelictus 
wore always dark green, even upon very sandy oil, 

Now, what do we know about these matters, Wr. Mirchildt? 
r have been out so long thet [I haven't heard anything about these 
discoveries. I personally have often marvelled at the ability 
of the alders to srow upon the poorest of yoils and yet be dark 
green and I suspect that when Mieagnue iv found to possess fer- 
tilizing Gapacities, Alnus may also have then. 

Dr. Yan Vleet would Like to receive from us for oppss- 
ing purposes, various forme of wild roses, lilies, Tyrus and 
rut-bearins trees or bushes. 

| After luncheon with Or. van Vieet we started out for 
New Brunswick. ‘Ye couldn't take any through trein so we went 
by several systems of streetcars and it took us pretty nearly 
four hours to reach our destination. Neither one of us had 
expected the distances between Little Silver and New Branswiek 
to be that big. We arrived at the Wxperimentel Stetion in time, 
however, where Dr. Van Yoorhees received us and took us through 
the newly build greenhouses. After that, Dre Byron Dy Halsted, 


ss $9 whom T gave your letter of introduction, showed us some of 
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64 
his interesting crosses between various varieties and species 
of eggplants. ‘the efforts, thouch, in trying to create an 
oblong~shaped, heavy mented tomato with a minimum of seeds 
took my fancy for I hardly expected mn eould breed up such 
qualities. TI eortetaly i a plece or rerarkably intelligent 
effort and of decided practical use. What s world of achieve» 
ment lifes there yet open to us im the line of plant breeding} 

We saw a large collection of verious varieties of 
Chili peppers which weren't all sweet, though, by no means, 
as I found out to my sorrow. “any squashes, too, were in 
evidence. ‘The beans, however, we were not able to see as our 
time got too limited for Yestbury is a long way off. 

I found Dr. Halsted an exceedingly kind man and gladly 
would have stayed somewhat longer with iii He would like to 
receive from us all varieties of Chill peppers and of eggplants 
algo. And any gouash that I may find possessing few seede will 
be appreciated, as Dre Halsted says there is a demnd for 

| squashes with more ment and fewer seeds. Some seeds of good 
Chinese eitihane will also be appreciated for purpose of crogs- 
ing our cabbages with the Chinese ones, In regard to the egg- 
planta, did we semi Dr, Hal sted some of Noe. 756a and 825a , 
and can we still semd some seeds of the Pumpkin No. 895a, 
Chili pepper 757 and of the very large cabbage Now 78a. A 
very omall quantity of each ig sufficient. 

On Sunday, September 6, there was s drisgiing rain 
cominz down the whole morning so Mr. Hicks looked over the last 


all of the notes he made upon obsermtions while he read my 
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letters and saw my photos while in Washington. In the afternoon 
it cleared up and we tramped through his extensive mrseries 
and got full of mad. However, 3 noticed the small mumber of 
plants he received throuch the Department and which I collected 
in China, they seem for the majority to be able to thrive here 
in Long Island. The Hicks grow very large numbers of rather 
Large trees, all to be disposed of, but as the cost of removing 
is pretty high there doesn't seem to be a very brisk demand. 
There are not very many rare plants in his muorseries and of 
some thinge they have grown apparently more than there is a 
demand for. I noticed two small specimens of a pyramidal form 
of the golden larch, Pseudo-~larix “nempferi, a very rare variety! 
They elso have oome bushes of the rare Berberis Thunbergii minor, 
@ small minim form of the well-known Japenese barberry. 
In general, Yr. Hicks heen't got facilities for 
propagation of rare or of delicate plants and we ought, as a 
rule, not to svophy ordimry nursery men with seeds or cubtings 
of our introduced material. I personally think that it would 
be much better that we should bring all our plants up to a 
G@ecent sise and then send them oute Ye would be much less 
| | subject to criticiam ani would have incidentally far fewer 
| chances of having the people lese our hard-to-«~be-gsotten material. 
Here are a few things Fr. Hioks would like to get 
hold of for the needs of Long Island and neighboring main land, 
All forme of conifers from the colder regions of Asia, especially 


faster-growing forms of Taxus are needed. All kinds of hardy 
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ereeping evergreens for ground cover as Tuonime radicans, ete., 
are desired. Hardy, pyramidal trees of #11 descriptions are 
mach in demand by the possessors of country homes; hardier 
privets are. wanted, also wild cherries for stock as the present- 
used stocks are very unsatisfactory from a nurserywan's point 
of view. Blight«resistent, hardy pears are needed and any 
prombitag variety of Asiatic pear will be hailed with delight. 
Well, that is about all of his wishes. 

Om Sunday oventine we paid a visit to Wr, and Mra, 
Doubleday of the well-known publishers firm, ‘We had some very 

interesting talks about China and about publéghing my exper 
fences in book or magazine form, eto. 

On Wonday, September 7, I bade goodbye to Mr. Hicks 

ee tendering him my best thanks for his assistance in 
bringing me in contact with someany people and for the hogpi+~ 
tality of his home. 

It hasn't been, of course, altogether unprofitable 
for Xr. Hicks himself to come through us in contact with the 
people, a good many of whom he had never met before and of 
whom he had abvained somo valuable information, A few people, 
like Dr» Bumpus, were really more interested in consulting him 
in regard to the neede of their country homes than they were 
im our work. And I was able to teli Nr, Hicks a good many 
things in regard to my observations that may be of great mlue 
to him in his work. 
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On Monday evening I landed in Boston after having sat in over- 
crowded railway sarriages for it was labor Day that day? 

“Next morning, Tuesday, September 8, T went 6 the 
arabe Arboretum where’ I found Professor Sargent still absent 
in Murope. I met, however, Mr. Alfred Rehder, I. Jach. and 
Professor Chas, Pagson. I looked over some motes in regard 
to Asiatic plants and then went with Mr. Jackson Dawson through 
the nursery section of the Arboretum I saw the are seed 
pans and emall flets containing the mterial Yileon has sent 
from China. It certainly is a very large amount mot great 
quantities but many varieties, I noticed among them many 
forms of eherries, of Prums in genersl, of mpbes, of Vitis, 
of Clematis, of Rubus, of Rhodoadenérons and cf many other 
things like m new Catalpa, a new Cercle, the real Aesculus 
Ghinengis, of which Wilson sent the seeds from Hupeh packed 
in clay, and of which they possess perhaps 50 young plants 
now, e few Pistacia chinensis and some larches. ‘The opinion 
ig, though, that the majority of the material will not ve 
hardy in the Arnold Arboretum, 

I ingeired frem the gentlemen in the Museum whether 
Wilgon head sent them many photographs, but I heard that up 
until now mone have come in as yet and es such, nobody knew 
whether he hag been euccege!ul im thet line or not. 
ti, Dawson told me thet ho had just sent up to Wilaon 

a quantity of Sphagnum moss for they received from him this 


early summer a shipment of live plants weighing 10 or more tons 
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ef which nearly every plant was stone dead, as Wilson had 
packed them in Large lumpe of sand and clay instead of in 
Sphagnum So, although Wilson was of the opinion that his 
methods were the best, it seems that I, in my shipments of 
live mterial, acting more upon intuition and my own previous 
experiences, didn't fare so wry bed after all. 

Mr. Dawson and I went on Wednesday morning, Sep~ 
tember 9, to the Sentpiage Botanical Garden where Ir. Sobert 
Cameron, the head gardener, one of the aspirants for my present 
position, received us and showed us around. ‘They have some 
yery pretty hot houses there where besides botanical plants 
roses, chrysanthemums, poinsettias, ete., may be found for 
decorative work, eto., s la the Department. 

In the herbaceous garden one notices bede of carrots, 
beet roote and cabbages, probably ss a reminder to the students 
that Botany first started with the vegetables. 

Among the trees and shrubs there is 4 large Wagnolia 
cordate, a tree that never has been found wild and yet probably 
came from somewhere down Souths A large shrub of Buckleya disti- 
chifolia which lives perasitically upon the reste of hemlocks 
was a huge novelty to mes I hed never heard of ite a large 
specimen of the queer Viburnum opulus nana came in for a share 
of my curipsity. This quaint form of the snowball ought to 
become more known as a low shrub to be grown at corners of lawns 
or near steps or pillars. 

I inténded to see Professor B. Le Robinson of the 
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Gray Herbarium to whom I bore a letter of introduction from 
Professor Davenport. I heard however, that he was in Surope 
but is expected back pretty soon and as enh t will see him 
upon my return trip and look over some Central Asian plants 
they are said to possess, 

In the afternoon we returned again to the Arboretum 
and I saw among other things that the so»~ealled Tientesin Vine 
| which I also vattaouet in Northern China is Ampelopsis aconiti- 
folia. Wr, Dawson drew my attention to a large bunched form 
of Vitis amurensis which he suggested should be taken up by the 
Department for breeding purposes. We aleo went carefully over 
the many forme and species of Pyrns they possess, The shrubby 
lowgrowine & Sargentii was loaded with masses of scarlet 
little fruits; a most ormamenteal thing it is, woll worth becom- 
ing known to the world. There is also a fine form of Berberis 
| Thunbergii in the Arboretum of which we ought to get cubtings 
when we once start laying out anc planting a National Arboretum 
in Rock Creek Parke or thereabouts, I personally think we ought 
to begin already with making preparations for such a project, 
the more as many of Wilson's plants may seem to prove too tender 
for thie Northern Arboretum and my become as such lost again to 
the world unless they are plaeed in competent hends farther 
South, Even tow it seems that funds are not quite sufficient 
here in the Arboretum to furnish all that is needed, Propaga- - 
tion facilities, for instance, are quite insufficient now for 


guch a large amount of material as they received from Wilson. 
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Poor Mr. Dawson, too, has aged considerably in these 
shee years that I heave beon away, ‘This spring he was seriously 
411 and his dwughter told me they were afraid father was going 
to die. However, he has partly recovered again, but to me he 
doesn't seem to be exactly the sume. 

He and Professor Sargent both ere fast approaching 
the regions from where none return bat let ug hope that the 
Arnold Arboretum, one of the only good collections of Live 
arboreal material in the world, mapy not suffer when they go. 

: On Thursday morning, September 10, I left Boston 
and arrived at moon here in Woods Hole, f spent about the 
whole afternoon with Mr. JA% He Walsh, the successful roge- 
grower, We walked for a couple of miles over his widely 
scattered fields and I sew severel acres of rembling roses of 
many varieties, all his own creations, 

Wr. Waleh is a man of sme frame and of quiet, 
wtagsuming habits, but he is of that peculiar breed of men 
who are working out certain problems with fixed idesls in mind 
and who are not being boomed by an ignorant press ali over the 
whole creation as being wizszards and miracle workers, 

Mr. Walsh told me that when he firet saw the crimson 
Yambler rosee with their big trusses of flowers of attractive 
eolors but with rether unsightly foliage and then looking upon 
the semi~evergreen Rosa “ictwriane with its beautiful glossy 
green leaves, but with its single, rather incienificant flovers, 


he at once conceived the idea that a combination of the handsome 
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641. 
flowers of the rambler rose with the beautiful foliage of the 
Wichuaiana Rose would be a most acceptable creation and he set 
to work, with results the world knows now. 

I must say that for cheerfal effedts, this "Hiawatha" 
rambler will be hard to beat. Ii retains enough of the beauty 
of a wild flower and yet ia mot weedy in any ways I was told 
that the Mglish espeotally are raving at ite simple elegance. 

His "Lady Gray" reminds me of the roses upon the well 
paper that may be seen once in awhile in some very old English 
house, & pattern where the roses of real rose color overleap 
one another. And such a grower this rose ial I measured a 
branch of it _— thie year upon the rather sterile soil here 
in Woods Hole and it measured nearly 25 feet. wr bank cover ing 
especially when one is able to command a look upon them from a 
window, they will be hard to beat. And for forcing, my, 1 didn't 
know that people _— such priges for roses. Mr, Yalsh told me 
that « well-forced plant im an 16-inch tub sells in early spring 
in Bew York for $18 to 820.00. “hey are in big demand by the 
high class hotels for hail detorationa, 

ir, Walsh's ideal is to creste, if possible, a rambler 
with yellow flowers and inoidentally to give them more scent, 
for they are now like 99 many of our modern roses pretty near 
scentless, He would like as such to get any material we may be 
able to supply him with, I spoke to him about the need of 
building up and taking care of a collection of Botanioul roses, 
upon which he could draw for mterisl. He is quite willing to 
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642. 
start forming such a Hosetum, but knows not where he can get 
ell the so-called botanical roses for they are not for sale. 
So I would suggest that we place in his hands any botanical 
material we may see fit to give him, but that we will be 
privileged to draw upon his collection within reasonsble 
bounds when we need some mterial. 

43 I have been daktt ne several roses from China, 
among which even a yeilen ranbler, No. 249, and of which the 
euttings were just begiming to grow in Chico when I was there 
in June, and seeds and cuttings of the single and double 
yellow-flowered roses, I trust we can send him come useful 
materiale Mr. Walsh said he would gladly exchance with his 
plants. He aleo spoke to me about the fact that rose seeds 
lay sometimes dormant for five years before gemminating and 
prove to be as such « great loses of time and opportuni ties. 

I suggested to him to try the mothods of immersing 
the seeds for = second or two in boiling water, ov to dip them 
in strong acid for « moment and then rinse them off agein or 
+o pomr hot water over the soil in which they are sown. All 
these methods are used by gardeners to hasten the germination 
of ‘eae secds that have an impregnable outer cover. 

; << Now, has anyone in the Department ever made any 
experiments with hostening the germination. of euch seeds and 
if mot, couldn't some one make some experiments with rose seeds 
espeially and put his results in printed form in some horti-« 
cultural paper. 
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Another thing I would llke to see somebody take up ia 
this. Mr, Hicks told me that a hardier privet was desired by 
the people and in his opinion a Ligustrum that combined the 
beauty and habits of the Galifornia privet together with the 
hardiness of Ligustrum Tbota would be an ideal combination. 
Well, do you know somebody who would be willing to make a number 
of crosses. If I didn't go to Asia again I certainly would 
take up some of these neteidination problems. 

| This report has, ac usual, become rather lengthy but 
to abbreviate it would mean to lose things we ought to know, 


20 I hope you will find time to plod through it. 


Tuesday, September 15, 1908. 
Yesterday I have bean to Joaton stpdying in the Library 
there about Marco Polo’s sbsermtions in regard to forestry and 
Mavigability of rivers in China which observations the President 
wante inserted in my report to him, 


Your letter dated September 10 was reveived here in 


. * Woods Hole on September 14, et 10 A.M. That is pretty slow 





service but I saw on the postmark thet it hadn't been posted 
in Washington until September 12 at 3 P.M, 1 found the enclo- 
‘sures in it of Mr. Sappone's letter with duplicate Certificate 
of Deposit No. 1172 and Mrs Page's lettor of September 6, 1908. 
Yes, I see Mr, Page's offée. I think T had hotter 
aceept it, but he doesn't mention a word about photegraphe 
wanted, I will write him as you suggest and await resulte. 
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644, 
‘With all this writing coming, I certainly haven't exactly what 
one would call a rest, 

“het time do you go off for a vacation? I hope not 
vefore you receive this letter. I am waiting now for my photo. 
érephs and correspondence, for T can't evan write my report to 
the President without reference to them and the President wants 
it right now. Please tell Mrs. Bell or any one else to hurry 
these things through to me, | 

I find Woods Hole a very quiet place, in fact, it is 
almost too quict. ‘he plece is nesrly deserted and we are 
only with four guests left in the Dexter House. I hed no idea 
that people went away to the cities that 800s Tt may be that 
I move up to Boston when I find things getting to be too lonely, 
for it is not a pleasant feeling to live in a place which is 
going to be closed up soon. 

Wy trunk arrive todey so I was able to get access roe 
wy inventory cards and to number certain things in this letter. 

With best of regurds to all, I om Mr. Pairciild, 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK Ne BEYER. 
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Woods Holey Massachusetts, 
September 17, 1908, 
Dear Mr, Pairchild: 
Among my mail I found the two enclosed letters. I 
do sympathize with this Mr. Groth especially and would suggest 
to you to bring this letter to the notice of br, Grleton, who 
hes possession or ald wy dry rices, isn't 147 
I will wits peth vesple that I haven't got the 
charge of the distribution work, out that I will turn their . 
mal] over to yous 
| Yours wespectfuily, 


PRANK i, MOYER. 


Woods Hole, Massachusatis,. 
September 19, L908, 
Dear Mre. Bell: 
2. Let me thank you for your letter of September 14, 


f your footnote on letter of September 10 and for the troubles 








you took in sending me my various private and official letters. 
Yesterday afternoon the long-waited-for box with my former 
correspondence and wi th photographs arrived, but--you had 
omitted to add some writing paper to its contents, Please 

‘be so kind and send me a good ‘amount of if by return mail. 

: As I wrote Mr. night by postal, I received my trunk OK, I 
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646. 
Tals notified Mr, Fairchild of this fact. 

Herewith I enclose five letters which I would like 
to seo inserted in the official files, They are all received 
by me im connection with official business and as a traveller, 
z find out that this mail is better preserved by the Department 
then by myself, so I gladly part with them 

I gee that my large official onvelopes are running 
short, go a few of them might be added to the writing papers 

With best regards to you all in the office, I am 
Youre very truly, 


FRABK Ne BYR. 


Woods Hole, Wassachusetts. 
September 21, 1906, 
Dear Mr, Fi scher: 
Your letter of September 1° but posted September 15, 
2:30 P.M. eame in a few minutes agp. 
Whet my opinion ig. Well, the same as yours, but I 
would add a few things yet to the disadvantages of shipping in 
Jamary; viz., the cold weather. Seattle _— heavy snows and 
not only that, but the planta get the cold currents from the 
polar regions when going via the Great Northern and that surely 
¢gannot be without demging evidences upon plants which may not 
be too strongly establbthed, 
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647, . 
And, a@ you gay, the big freight expenses! It will 


make the whole thing twice as costly! 

and the temperature of the neighborhood of the 
Havaifan Islands isn't torrid at all. I cannot understand 
why fa. Hills wante to change this whole program; especially 
the shipping in mid-winter, if things couldn't be made in 
shape, let him postpone it until early spring, but surely 
not in the midst of wintery 

Could you give ne by next mail the real reasons Nr 
Hills gave in his letter? there may be something we haven't 
counted upois 

With best regards to all, I remain 

Yours sincerely, 


PRANK W, MYER, 


Woods Hole, Massachusetts. 
September 22, 1908, 
Dear Mr, Pairchild: 

Ta my letter of a few hours ago I wrote about phote- 
graphs which T wanted to send yet to President Roosevelt. Well, 
I looked over 611 the pictures I took to have the best pictures 
made, that we ean produced, of the numbers 48, 79, 80, 91, 92, 
93, 146, 169, 186, 195, 247, 268, 259, 260, 262, 263, 265, 267, 
27l, 329, 363, 364, 394, 421 and 422. | 
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648, | 
4nd when they are finished, I would like to have 
them returned to me so thet I might write the descriptions on 
the backs of them and after that I will return them to you go 
they mey be mounted and presented by the Department to the 
President. There is one thing--I wish we could give a hint 
to the President not to give them out to the press, otherwise, 
we can't use any of them in our bulletins, lectures or what- 
soever it may be. I trust you will be able to find s way out 
of thi. | 
I remiin, My, Seirchild, 
Yours respetfully, 
FRANK WN, MSYERs 


Woods Hole, taesachusetts. 
september 22, 1908, — 
| Dear Mr. Pairehild: | 
Your letier of September £1 just came ins I was 
surprised to see you were atill im Washington. If I had known 
that, I would have acknowledged your letters. 
Well, thank you for the information that Mr. Clarke 
has arrived. I suppose he told you that we were quite well 
acquainted with each other and I surely hops te see him, 
Then, I am in possession of your letter of September 15, 
informing me that you saw by the papers that I gow the President. | 
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649, 
Well, I got eo note from Secretary Loeb that the President want ed. 
my report quickly and I was obliged to send it without having 
had time to have it eopied and typerritten in Washington. I 
&lso could send nin only a few rhotos on necount of my photo~ 
gveghe not having arrived until e few days acoes 

Tam glad ¥r. Tawson will be sent some franks. It is 
worth sur while to got more seeds from that Arnold Arboretum, 

In your Letter of September 16 you inform me about 
the preliminary arrangements you have been making with Dr. @m. 
win Vieot in regard to pronoced breeding work upon his little 
place, Yes, if things could be arranged satisfactorily, we 
probably will g&in quite some benefit from it. 

About thie adédrese before the Soctety of American 
Poresters. Well, I received a letter from that Society, asking 
Whether T will de able to give them a talk of about twenty 
mimates on November 6 or Novemberl2 at one of their open meet~ 
ings. What thet word open means is somewhat of a puzebe to 
mo. I suopose it is a substitute for publie. 

Well, I will write them that I will accept on either 
one of the two dates, for IT do mt think I will be able to 
gettle all of my work before November 15th anyway. 

| Thon, I got » letter that my appointment as temporary 
apecial disbursing acent of the United States Demrtmont of 
Agricul ture has terminated with the day of Sentember 11, 19086, 
on account of my financiel affairs with the U. 3. Government 
“being settled. Hoorah! 
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650, 

A Gircular from Dr. Galloway informs me that I do 
not have to turn in a weekly report any longer. ‘That's a 
blessing?! I hed been informed already about thie before I 
left {verbally, though) but on the strength of thet I didn't 
eend in auch weekly reporte during these last times, 

I also see out of a letter from Mr. 4. Zappone, of 
September 11, 1908, that I am entitled to a reimbursement by 
the Treasury of the United States of America to the amount of 
64 centel!! My, that’s an unexpected windfall. f will use 
it as the foundation for a to~-be-builteup fortune. 

Then, I enclose herewith a letter I received from 
the Zastman Kodak Company of Rochester. Would you be kind 
enough and peruse this letter and tell me what you think of 
& “Haturaliet's Graflex Cameras" as they advise me to takes 
Is there anyone in the Department whe is acquainted with this 
particular apparatus. rs. Bell md ght be able to ask Mr. Clime 
whether we should experiment with one, You also see that they 
can’t fit our handy 4x5 soreen focus with longer bellows. 

Very strange, Ser such a big concern to explain thelr impos 
sibility of doing such a rather simple affair. 

Iwish this letter of this Kodak Company would be- 
returned again to me or retained until [ arrive in Vashington 
ag I want really all things perteining to photograjhic matters 
to be settled before I leave agein for aupther 3 or 4 yeara, 

I aleo received a letter from i. W. % Traoy, Jr, 


dated September 1, 1906. Ir. Tracy spmks therein of cracking 
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651, 
hardshelled seeds like those of Olives, etc., or boiling 
them in lye. Well, I never heard of that. They are both 
pretty dangerous methods and I am writing now to Mre Oliver 
to hear whether he ever heard of sugh methods, We freeze, 
file, and soak seeds, imerse them also in boiling water or 
in strong seid but to boil them in lye or to crack them is 
new to me, 

I enclose the letter herewith so that it may be 
filed. Tam busy on my report, bat find out that it la « great 
deal of writing, more indeed, than I firet expected and Woods 
Hole is & real Hole. There is hardly a soul left to taik to 
once in awhile. I may go to Boston some of these days. ‘There 
T have at least a Library and can eat the food I want to eat. 
Of course, the scenery and the climate are delightful here, 
but the feeling of beings the last “bird of sumer" offsets 
some of these charms. 

Well, i wonder when and where you will enjoy your 
vacttion. I am, Sir, ; 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK N, MEYER. 


With two enclosures. 
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652. 
Woods Hole, Massachusetts, 
September 24, 1906, 
Dear Mr. Pairchilds 
Herewi th I am enclosing to you an article I wrote to 
Mire Co T Perkins, Engineer of the U. 4. Reclamation Service 
in Chicago, who asked me for such «a eotribution. 
I left the names out of my various chiefs and I 
leave it over to you to make swh alterations or additions 
as you thing well. 
I herewith write the munbere down of the photos of 
Whioh I wuld like to see a good copy made of each and sent 
with the article to Mr. Perkins. I also added as the last 
peges to the articla, the description of the photos. 
Here are the mumbers; 33, 49, 97, 117, 154, 185, 257, 
262, 269, 327, S73, 407, 453, 451 and 465, There are 15 in 
- gli, but of course, if you think that too many, just reduce 
thom to a smaller numbers 
I enclose herewith Mr, fering’ letter of August 26, 
1908, which I do not need any longer. 
Remaining as ever, 
Yours respectfully, 


PRANK WH. MMYERe | 
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653. 
Woode Hole, Massachusetts. 
September 25, 1906. 
Dear Mrs. Bell: | 

Wednesday afternoon [ received your letter of Septem 
ber 22 with enclosures of one personal letter and two news~ 
paper clippings and last night the package with correspondence 
paper arrived. It mat have seman some hard knocks for a good 
many sheets are coment damaged. 

I return herewith the clippings to you and wish you 
would give them to Mr. Pairchild. One statement, that about 
South Dakota, is ontirely fiction} 

So long to you all, 

Yours very truly, 
FRANK Ne WYER. 


Woods Hole, Massachusetts. 
September 26, 1908, 
Dear Mr, Fairchild 
This evening I received two letters from you, both 
dated September 24, 1908, 
| I notices your mentioning of Mr. Estabrook wanting 
Duplicate Certificate of Deposit No. 1172 back again. ALL 


right! I herewith enclose it. 
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654, 

In your other letter you say thet you enclose a 
eopy of Mr. Hili's letter concerning the bamboo shipment, 
but~-——--the enclosure was left out. If, however, it is the 
same letter as Mr, Fisher wrote me about, then I gave my 
opinion already to him viz,, that the month of January is 
a bad tige to dhiip bamboos in and especially wanting to take 
them then to cold Seattle. I do mot understand why Mr. Hill 
wants to change his whole plan? 

Tam also in receipt of your letter of September 21, 
1908, in which you mention the possibilities of having to ‘ 
visit Tariffville (what an ugly name) in Connecticut to talk 
with Mr. J. B. Stewart about cover-crops for tobacco lands, 

Well, I hope the authorisation comes soon for I 
won't stay very much longer in Woods Hole, It is not inter- 
esting enough here and I can't stand this steady writing all 
‘the time, 

Wany thanks for your personel letter and for letter 
and card enclosed. 

I remain, Mr. Mirchild, 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK HN, MNYERe 
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655. 
Woods Hole, Massachusetts, 
September 27, 1908, 
Dear Mr. Mairchil a: 

Maybe you remember thet I wrote you some days ago 
that I had received a letter from Mr, We Ws. Tracy, Jre, in 
which he mentioned the fact of inhendine to crack hard~shell ed 
seeds or to boil them in lye. Yell, these proposed methods 
seemed so strange to me that I wrote Mr. Oliver about it and 
his reply coincides with my own opinions; Vise, we cannot 
allow our rare seeds to be submitted to these methods unl ess 
we know more about them and as such, I entlose herewith a 
lead«pencil-written Letter to Mr. Tracy, which letter I would 
like to nae typewritten so og to have a copy of it for ref- 
erence in our files and to have another copy sent to Mr. Tracy. 
In case you might have to add some, please do, for Mr. Tracy 
is not quite expert in all matters relating to the lesser 
known practices of horticulture, 

Tyen, in co nnection with my talk before the Poresters, 
in early November, I would like to seo lantern slides made from 
& good many pictures; fiz., of the following numbers, 3, 7, 61, 
70, Pl, 92, 93, 114, 146, 151, 155, 161, 168, 170, 172, 180, 
163, 186, 187, 196, 200, 211, 242, 245, 247, 258, 260, 261, 262, 
266, 267, 349, B52, S57, 363, 390, B91, 394, 406, 409, 410, 417, 
420, 421, 422 and 4405 altogether 46 pictures. It seems a good 
many but probably there will be several not quite fit for this 


lantern slide work and any way it is better to have a few too 
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many to select from than not having enough, 

As a third and last item, I would like to know 
whether you received my report I made about the trip with 
My. Hicks and alone and which report met have reached you 
at least ten or twelve days agp. 

I hope to. leave this place on Ocfeber lst and my 
address will be after September 29, c/o Arnold Arboretum, 
Jamica Plain, Massachusetts, 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK N, MCYER, 
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Woods Hole, Massachusetts. 


September 26, 1908, 
Dear Mre. Bell: 

Would you be kind enough to send this enclosed package 
to Mr. Saunders, the tntomelogist? I do not know his initials 
and ag such send it through you. 

| Yours very truly, 


FRANK N, MUYERs 


Woods Hole, Yassachusetts. 
September 26, 1988. 
Dear Mrs, Bell: 

Just a aake or ten ago I got your note of September 
26, 1906, mailed in Washington September 26, 1908, 5:00 P.M. 
(which is most umusual for Saturday) with the enclosure of Mr. 
Wa, He Hill's Letter with drawings of August 28. 

I herewith hurry off the enclosed letter to Mr. Maire 
child, which letter I wish you would bring at once to the notice 
of Mr. Fisher as it may alter his plans of sending a cablegram. 

I would suggest in general to have patience with Mr. 
Hill*e affaire. Things do not seem to be in the best of shape 
apparently? 

Enclosed again the copy of Mr. Hill's letter of August 28 
with drawings. 

I remain, Yours very truly, 

FRANK N. MEYER. 
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Woods Hole, Massachusetts. 
September 28, 1908. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: 
| Mrs. Bell sent me a copy of Mr, Hill's letter of 
August 28, 1908, this very day and T looked it over critically. 

The great mistake Mr, Hill mde we not planting his 
Plants in boxes so that they could have made roots in them and 
been taken up any tine, However, we will see now how they are 
going to arrive. 

Well, if October is really far too early and warm, as 
Mr. Hill says, and the danger is that the plants would dry out 
too quick, then we may mike it somewhat later, say sometime in 
ilketien, but I wouldn't maze it too late fer if the roots get 
chilled, they very soon rot and a lot of dead stwmps would be ~ 
the result. 

These few days in Honolulu are not perhaps the best 
fos the plante but it won't harm them. ieees do not sprout 
out as quick as that. If such was the case, they wouldn't be 
so very hard to transport. 

About fumigation in Japan. Well, if necessary, it 
should be done, but a certificate of an entomologist pronouncing 
them to be Glean certainly ought to be obtsined. It will save 
us lote of trouble in San Francisco and we would “gain face” 
with certain authorities in the Golden Stete. 

I didn’t see any references in this letter about the 


preference of Seattle to San Franciaco &8 a shipping point. 
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Tam, Sir, 
Yours respectfully, 


PRANK NH. MEYER. 


Woods Hole, Massachusettes. 
September 30, 1908. 
Mr. & G, Knight, | 
Shipping Dept. for Foreign Explorations. 
Dear Mr. Knights 
This afternoon I shipped by express to the Department 
one brow leather trunk, one large box with books and one small 
box with photoes and correspondence. I gave the value of all 
three as $200, I wish that when you receive them you leave them 
‘anopened for I need them all three again when I am beck in 
Washington which my be a week or so from now, 
I remain 
Yours sincerely, 
FRANK we MEYER, 
P. Se Did the two parcels arrive already that were sent 


from Chico? 
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Boston, Wassachusetts. 
Setober 3, 1906, 
Dear Mrs, Sell; 
| Herewith I beg to state that I am in receipt of two 
letters from you both dated September 26, 1908, Also one letter 
ictated by Mr, Fairchild, dated september 28, 

These three letters contained as enclooures one letter 
of instructions, andes le Of As Hoe 10463 one paper entitled 
Notice of Hight, ete., etc,, one letter of introduction to Prof. 
Hirth of the Columbia University at Hew Yorks City and two per- 
sonal letters, 

If perchance any more mail might arrive, please send 
it ¢/o Mr. Qlsworth Buntington, Yale Station, New Haven, Con 
necticut, where I hope to arrive on Tuesday, October 6, 

Did you get almady for me a letter of authorization 
to fisit Tariffville, Comecticut, to have a conference with 
Mr. J. 3B Stewart who is in charge there of Tobacco-Growing 
Experiments? Mr. Pairchildts letter on this topic is dated 
September 21, 1906. 

Next Monday, October 4, I will have my last conference 

Y with Professor Sargent and by the end of the week I will probably 
appear again at the old stand. Good-bye, 
Yours very truly, 
FRANK N. MEYER. 


> 





£030 
8? tpaudoged at ghieisos (Ez Ph Ed 4 
2808 L ake todas og VaeLe, ok - mor pe ¥ 
sfiei ,vwt sse0T 


owt to ¢gleces at ma I todd state ed ged I dt lwerel 
‘tettod exe onis .808L 488 tedmedyed besab diod sey moxt exettol 
; | . 98S tedaetqec bat ob abl tors bee oad ud Setetolh 

teddat aste Reruvae Lone os bentataee auetiel serd? eso 
bolitéine segaq eno yOD0L 26H oA to al nobtur- guaoksowttank So 
stort et soltoudettnt 2o setts ome .«.2te..go ote atipdt tovooltal 
“req ew baa WD sacY woll te a aldmsleo edd to déskh 
| oe hee tes f Reommet te exowedte t Lamon 
_ bree qnvela ideal doin dten even yas eotadumg Ee xc 
“iO giieval well .uollata eLak ,modgnigmm, Advowe LE, o% Fos 
18 tedete® ,yabeer” ao gvizte ed aged TI oxpciw turoltoon 
soliastredive te rettel # em. soi weeds, a rd BIG joonie era 
idiv euceveines @ svad ot ,doodsosamed. oli ivttiga®, leit ot 
wihrowW-qooade? te etedd eytado ai at ote tugpde 2 i me 


botab wt clued gidd a0, totes ot bitdortsl aM setnombemqxt 


2B00f 4i& sednie tga’ 
euitete taco tuol aan ered, fiiw Id tedetod Yabo. tapk ae ft 


yidederq fiw fT sesw suid Yo hae edt yd hoe tneguaet 0Ngekedt aéhy 


sydebood shnate Sie edd ta slhege sa0eqde 
Wierd yev suveY | | 
SYM UNRATE 8 ded 4 Death i ae ale 


eee ee ee ee en “sein ate 





ge ee ae ae ee ee Fe 


— 


yer Se ae ee ee 


660a. 


Washington, D. ¢C. 


October 6, 1908, 


Ur. W@W. UW. Tracy, Jr., 
P. I. Garden, 
Chico, Calif, 
Dear Mr. Tracy: . 
it afforded me pleasure to receive your letter of 
September lst, in which you mention that some of the seeds sent 
4n from China are still alive. 
You mention in this letter the fact that you have in- 
tentions to “either crack or boil in lye hardshelled seeds, 
like those of olives, etc." Unless you thoroughly understand 
these dangerous methods I most assuredly would not try them upon 
our rare introduced seeds. I have written to Mr. Oliver about 
boiling seeds in lye or cracking them, but he never heard of either 
of these methods and pronounces then unsafe. 

The safest way is to sow all hard shelled seeds in flat 
seed pans, keep them in a cool frame (mot too cold, though), keep - 
them mehet dail free from weeds and plunge the pans in the soil 
or in ashes or my other material that retains moisture but does 

_not harbor insects. 

fo prevent mosses and algae from overgrowing then, 
cover the seeds with « mixture of 2/5 sand, 2/5 softed veaty soil 
and 1/5 soct. That keeps all kinds of troublesome cryptogames away 
and does not injure the seeds, 


However, I wish you would make some tests in this 
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germination~facilitation matter with some ordinary seeds. Yor 
instance, there are plenty of olives on the ground underneath 
the trees in the old Bidwell grounds and suppose you have several 
bundred collected and make the following tests: 
100 seeds dipped in boiling water for 6 seconds. 
100 seeds dipped in boiling water for 3 seconds. 
100 seeds dipped in boiling water for 1 minute. 
100 seeds boiled in lye, according to your method. 
100 seeds dipped in strong salvhuriec acid for 1 mimte. 
100 seeds mixed with moist soil and slowly heated 
up to 125°. 
100 seeds each given a good file stroke, so as to let 
the moisture penetrate. 
Then have all these seeds sown and careful notes made of their be- 
- havior, and this Office will be only too pleased to receive your 
observations. If you could also take some rose seeds into these 
tests we would be all the more pleased, for we have just recelved 
incuiries from an important rose grower in Massachusetts with re- 
gard to the hastening of the germination of rose seeds, as they 
often lay dormant all the way from one to fine years and prove 
as such a great waste of time and opportunities. 

Trusting you will find time and opportunity to experiment 
some in these germination matters, of which we kmow only too Little, 
I remain, 

Very truly yours, 
FRANK NW. MEYER 
Agricultural Explorer. cr 


Approved by Mr. Fairchild. 
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New Haven, Connecticut. 
October 7, 1908, 
Dear irs. Bell: 

Herewith I am informing you that I reached New Haven 
safe and sound and hed yesterday for pretty near the whole 
afternoon and night conferences with Mr. lsworth Huntington. 
and several other gentlemen. 

I am in receipt of six letters from you in which you 
mention the transmission of the entomological specimens to Mr. 
S'e Saunders; that the Chinese candy is colored with aniline; 
that Mr. Glarke expects to take a vacations that two parcels 
gent from Chico haven't arrive yet. 11 have to look into 
‘this matter! 

I also see that Mr. Clime will look inte this camera 
matter. The letter of instructions to Tariffville came in too 
and the draft for-no—.m= si zt y= LoUP mK mw m- CANt Gorcnmenmmeny 

Beside this official mail, several personal letters 
and cards were received, enclosed in the various official 
envelopes. My thanks to you for all these labors. 

This afternoon I hope to leave for Tariffville, 0» 
Glorious, poetical name, and after having seen Mr. J, 3B. Stewart 
I muy sail forth to Greater New York. I would ae such suggest 
to you not to send me any more mail but to retain it until I 
appear again in the flesh. 

I am, Madam, 

Your most humble servant, 


FRANK N. MEYER. 
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Washington, D. . 
October 26, 1908, 
Dear Mr, Feirebil ds 

Herewith I have the pleasure of handing over to you 
@ collection of various seeds ani samples of products composed 
of 192 numbers all told, with the Chingse characterz given on 
separate slips of paper wherever I was able to obtain them, 

There ts a collection of seeds among them consisting 
of 177 numbers, of various vegetables, herbs, and flowering 
| plants which I purchased in Peking, As I did not see those 
things actually growing, it may be that I made a few errors in 
the classification of said seeds, but in general I don't think 
I went far from the mark. 

These seeds also are far from being pure, but that 
is the way one hag to put up with Chinese methods. 

I suspect there may be even a few novelties among 
this lot, and wish that as such if you see fit, you would 
retain a part of each number and grow them on your place, "In 
the “Woods.” This relates eapecially to the cucurbitacese and 
the flowering plants. 

Of the Althaeas, Asters, Balsoms, and Ipomoeas, I 
would suggest sending some to some ap ablad ter nurserymen, for 
I suppose that there are new, oy angeay hardier, types among 
them than we possess at present. 

The vegetables I also wish to see turned over to some 


expert truck«farmer, for it seems to me that not the proper 
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attention has been paid to Chinese vegetables which I formerly 
sent in, specially the radish-turnips, Nos, 1024— and 1025a, 
I wish to see given a good trial for they are worth growing. 

No. 986a is a moot important leguminous co vermcrop 
for the rice fields in the South, and I wish the few seeds 
would be given expert treatment; also the Medicago wp. No» 
987a, Of Mo. 986a Yr, Ds MeGregor of Scanghai wrote me that 
he had sent me more material bat it has failed as yet to reach 
ma, If it comes, however, I should like to see it given its 
share in expert treatment, 

The Savory herbe, Nos. 1026a, 1028a, and the pepper, 
10$la, I wish to see turned over to Dr. True, while the samples 

. -10%Sa, LL74a, 1175a, 1276a, 117% and 1178e might be analyzed 

$6 28 to test their verious ¢hemical properties, I should 
especially like to hear more about the mats Noe. 11735a and 11740, 

Tt herewith enclose in duplicate the inventory notes 
to this coli astion. 

Yours respectfully, 
PRAUK N, MEY. 
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Washington, Ds Cs 
October 31, 1908, 
Dear Ey, Pairchild; 

I shall try herewith to give you a report of how I 
spent my time during the last few woeks. 

The last days I was in Woods Hole betame pretty lone- 
some for me, for I was about the only guest im the whole house, 
80 i coneluded to leave, espetially as I did not advance very 
mach with my writing work which became too tiresome. 

I received some letters from Professor Sargent and 
aleo from Mr, Zllsworth Huntington stating that they wished to 
seo me and on September SOth I had s long talk with Mr. Yalsh, 
the rose grower, who would like to hear more about our plans 


in regard to cooperating with him in the establishment of a 


rosetum where all the original types of wild roses eould be 


grown, and he, from his side, is quite willing to send us such 
of his roses as we might want in our work here in Washington. 
On Thursday, October ist, I left Woods Hole in the 

early morning and went to Soston. From there I went straight 
to the Arnold Arboretum, where I spent the whole day in having 
conferences with Professor Sargent and Mr, Jacksen Dawson and 
in looking over material in the herbarium and in the garden. 

| On Briday, October 2nd, I went again to the Arboretum 
and spent the forenoon with Professr Sargent in looking over 
the various species of Pyrus thich are grown there; and it seems 


that it is far from certain that several of those various species 
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of Fyrus from China can be brought under one mame as the Kew 
authorities apparently have done. 

In the afternoon I went te the Cambridge Botanic 
Garden and galled upon Professor B. Le Robinson in charge of 
the Grey Herbarium and with his assistance I looked over, in 
the Herbarium, the Poplars, the Ficus, ané the Pistaches which 
came from Central Asiag but to my sorrow, I found there is 
very little material there from these regions and they will 
be very glad indeed if we will send them some later on. I got 
@® pretty good idea, thouwh, of what the various Pistacias look 
like, Pistacia vera has the largest muts of them all, and P. 


Khinjuc, 2. cabulica, PF, lentiscus, P, mica, ond P. therebin~ 





thus a11 have small berries, ‘There seems to be a great varia- 
bility among them and some species apparently run one into the 
other. Of the Ficus efghanistanica they have not got a single 
spetimen, I shail have to go somewhere @lLse to see ite-perhap s 
te Kew or St. letersburmy, 

Saturday and Sunday, October Grd and 4th, were spent 
‘by me in attending to my correspondence and in visiting several - 
parks and museums in Boston. | 

On Monday, October Sth, I visited the Arnold Arboretum 
agein for the last time and had some long talks with. Professor 
Sargent and Wr. Jackson Dawegon, and I looked over some more 
plants. the gist of all these talks and conferences wis ae 
follows: | 

: | I observed that there are a good many plants grown in 
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the Arboretwa of which I sent the material from China, Professor 
Sargent promised to send me a list of all this material and they 
were working om it when I left, so I suppose you have received it 
vy this time. 

Then, Professor Sargent duly impressed upon me the fact 
that I had paid so little attention to the collating of herbarium 
taterial, which fact, he says, has mde my exploration work fas 
less useful ell arpund than it could have been, Well, of course, 
there ig a great deal in this, especially now that I see, myself, 
how esvential it really is to have anthentic types in the herbar- 
iwa. But I aleo told Professor Sergent thet when I went outs first 
it was primerily for the collection of economic material, and 
that he himself has never deemed it worth his while to write me 
andappreciatéve or encouraging letter while I was im China, and 
that I have hada great deal of bad luck with my collections; 
for instance, more than half was destroyed in a typhoon, and 
another big lot was lost through the lack of care on the part of 
gome official partics, ‘then Professor Sargent complained that 
he did not get, apparently, #11 of the things I had found, 
especially of maples and oaks he had received very little. How 
far this is the case [ do not know, of course, having almost 
nothing to do with the distribution of things. He also wanted 
to get e copy of my letter describing things near Jehol. He 
would algo like to get a set of herbariwe epecinens of all the 
arboreacent plants I coliected, sand I personally think we had 


better give him most of the horbartum mterial I brought with 
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me, It is much better that if there are rare specimens among 
thom, they be placed in swh a fine herbarium as that of the 
Arnold Arboretum, instead of being buried with us where very 
few people would look at them. Ome thing Professor 3gargent 
is very anxious to obtain, namely, some seeds of Fyrus ussuri-~ 
ensis, of which I sent a quantity this year under No. 639a 
and sefions under No. 184; and in 1906 I sent seeds wider Nog. 
565a and 566. Professor Sargent also said that he never 
received any Nhododendron mterial. I wich you would kindly 
inform him where the mumbers 406a and 180, 189 and 273 went. ¥e 
had many talks about future exploration work in Asia and I 
heard that he &ntendeddte send a mn out inte the provinces 
of Zansu end Shensi, North Chine, but thet the man whom he 
intended to send cabled at the last minute that he did not 
want to ¢o. ‘Then, in regard to my own proposed journey to 
Central Asie, Frofesasor Sargent suggested to me that above 
#11 &hings I should go to “ew to study the rich herbarium mter- 
fal there, then to go to Veitch's Mruseries to see the newly 
introduced plants from China; also to visit the VYilmorin Arbor 
etum near Paris; to see the Botanic Garden neor Berliny to-see 
the Spath's Nurseries close by; and last but not least, to 
study in the Botanic Gardens in St, Petersburg am in the 
Silehestien which is said to have the richest colleetions of all 
Asiatic plants. There is aleo a Wr. “esselring with thom it 
would be worth our while to get in touch, so Professor Sargent 


says, As the Russians are very peculiar in some ways, Pro- 
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fesvor Sargent suggested that I obtain the very best letters 
of introduction to wrious officials in Russia and he suggested thet t 
the State Department should write & letter to our own "“mbassador 
at 3t, Petersburgh, and ales a letter to the Russian Vinister of 
Agriculture, In the leet mamed letter we should ask for permiag~ 
sion to explore certain sections of the Buesian Ympire, and to 
send seeds and plants from Nussia to America by the quickest | 
poesible ways. 
| In connection with this, Mr. Fairchild, I will just 
; mention that fe. “Leworth Funtington told me a few dsye ago 
that # will have to get special permite i visit the regions 
in Turkestan in which the Pistacia forests occur, near the 
Afghanivtan and near the Persian frontiers, Any letters to 
influential or interesting people you may know in St, Peters~ 
burg will be very much appreciated by me. 
frofessor Sargent also said that the Botanic Gardens 
at Tiflis are very interesting and may have to offer something 
new to us for the mild-wintered regione of the United States. 
With Mr, Jackson Dawson [ hed some tales about seeds 
ami plants and he showed me a Little Japanese book he possesses 
which cowteaine over one thousand little plates of various plants. 
Of the title I am not quite sure, bub if is sold by fh. Kishimoto, 
Wo. 188 Olmatsucho Sanchome, Kitaka, Osaka, Japan, ani if we 
do not have it ag yet in our library, i6 might be worth our 
while to write to this man asking for his catalogue and for 
prices. I saw in this book that the plant I coliested under 
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the name Arduine bigspinosa, No. 355, is called there Damns~ 
canthus indicus, which is probably correct, A plant I 
collected in Northern Korea under the mame Aralia sp, Nos 
376a, is called there Fatsia horrida. 

In regard to the germinsntion of seeds, 7} would 

| call your attention to the fact that Mr. Dawson told me the 
seeds of most of the different species of Asiatic maples and . 
of Cormus often remain dormnt for two or three years, and I 
wish you would @all the attention of Mr. Tracy, especially, 
to this fact. 

In the Arboretum I noticed that a plant of which I 
sent in cubtings under the No. 153, bears the name of Cissus 
heterophylla. Another plant which I collected in Port arthur, 
seeds of which were sent tn under Ho. $7la, seems to be Pone 
tanesia phillyraeoides. The Spe, Noe 9420, appears 
to be Rhammus gaxatilis., I siso noticed in the Arboretum a 
‘peaut iful haw, Crataegus arkansana, a low-headed shrub, bear 
ing an abundance of large, scarlet colored fruits, mking it 
one of the most beautiful fruiting haws I have as yet seen. 

Well, the rest of this trip I shall record in 
another letter, | 

Yours respectfully, 
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Washington, De Oe 
November 2, 1908. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 
I herewith contime my report on my past trip, which 
lasted fourteen days, oll told. 
In the forenoon of October Sth, after having bid 
goodgeye to Professor Sargent and i'r, Dawson, I went to the 
Hthm i ngwel) estate at Wellesley, Massachusetts, te see the fine 
sollection of Conifers which Professor Sargent had advised me 
to see, Mr. T. D. Batfield, the head gardener, took me around 
amd I saw the splendid specimens of various Abies, Pieeae, Pinus, 
eteo., growing there. I siso met Mr. ww Runningwell, the owner 
of the Pinctum. I! moticed « few ppecimens of the “hite Barked 
Pine tree, (Pinus bungeanum) and they will be glad to receive 
anything new or remarkeble in the line of Conifers we may find 
in Central Asia, I noticed that of the weeping Juniper which 
T sent in under No. 667, there is 4 rather large specimen here 
on this Runningwell estate, and 14 is named Juniperis taxifolia. 
™ @ueeday, October 6, I bade good~bye to Boston and 
arrived by train a Little after noon in New Haven, Connecticut, 
where I hunted up Mr. “lleworth funtington and had @ good many 
talke to our mutual benefit, until it was wellenigh midnight. 
IT obtained some real good information, the substance of which 
I give below 
Me. Buntington told me that in Mongolia in the environs 


of Turfan, 89° Long. ond 43° Iat., there are fine pears and fine 
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seedless grapes grown, the grapes being reputed to be ao 
good that they are carried to the Imperial Court st Peking. 
I presume they are dried, however, as no grapes would carry 
for six or cight months. 

In the Alai Valley, South of Magellan, about 72°. 
Long. and 409 Lat., there are hardy grains to be found, 
grown way up in the mountains. ‘South of Osh, about 73° Long. 
and 41° Lat., there ave good tasted plums called Kitehick. 
Kt Kirla, about 619 50° Dong. and 37° Late, there are found 
pears and peaches. In the mountains between Turkestan and 
the Indian frontier there are several fine valleys where 
apricots, peaches, and other fruits grow, and cul tivation 
runs up as high as 10,000 feet above sea level. In the Pulsky 
and the Misea valleys we may find some very hardy varieties 
of barley and wheat. In the Kilyang Valley there are many | 
groves of fruit trees. Pistache forests exist near Serakhs, 
near the Persian frontier, in Panjdeh, near the Afghanistan 
frontier, and in the mountaing near Hissar, Bokhara, of which 
last item Dr. Bessey also informed me as he had seen them 
theres 

9 vigit thoee places I must get special permits from 
the Russian administration, even for the exploration of the 
mountains near Gok Tepe, 68° long. and 39° Lat., where the 
hardy fig, Ficus afghanistanica grows, of the existense of 
which Mr, Swingle informed me and which he wants very much 


for his work of breeding hardier ligs. 
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Mr, Huntington also told me that in the mounteins 
near the Lake Issyk-lal, between 76° ® 80° one, ana 42° 
and 44° Lat., there are grand forests of various coniferous 
and other trees in which, in my opinion, we may find some 
very valuable material, especially as it gets intensely cold | 
in those regions + 40 degrees below gero, it is @aid. 

Mrs Huntington impressed upon me the fact that I 
should get a letter of Intwerduction to Mr. WeCarthy, the 
British Political agert in Xashgar, who may facilitate greatly 
our sending of mail and parcels from the interior, 

I think tpat when my naturalisation matters have 
been cleared up + which I hope will happen soon, eo that I 
can really claim citizenship here, we should tace these various 
passport matters up, and I wish you and I might go together to 
call on the. British, the Russien and the Chinese Legationa, 

Wr. Huntington suggested that I should buy mos in 
Berlin and St. ®etersburg, which suggestion Dr. Bessey also 
made with regard to the last mamed city, I was also advised 
to take some presents with me for various officials in Central 
Asia, a mtter which T want to talk over with you. 

irs Huntington asked me a good many questions about 
ehourestions T had made in Chima with regard to the increasing 
aridness and ite probable causes, and we both had a profitable 


time in diseussing these matters, 
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673. 
the next day, Wednesday, October 7, I bade good«bye 
to Mr. Huntington and went afterwards to the small stretch of a 


‘Botanic Garden which the Yale School of Forestry maintains, but 


there was very little of interest there, with the excadption of 
an intelligent gardener whom I met and who may be of use to us 
in the future. I wish to speak to you of him later on, 

In the afternoon of the same day I went to Hartford, 
Connectichh, and from there took the train to Mariffville, Con 
necticut, where I met Wr. J, 3, Steward, whom I had been written 
to see in connection with investigetions in regard to leguminous 
cover crops on tobacco plantations. [ found that the letter I 
had sent Ir. Steward the day previous had not been received on 
account of the city of Hartford celebrating the opening of a 
new bridge across the Connecticut, and that practically all 
business had been stopped in the city, Including even postal 
deliveries. Wr. Steward had guests, and the hotel in Tariff- 


ville was of a very poor quality, so IT was advised to go back 


to Hartford for the night, especially as the journey cost only 


thirty-five cents, 

The next day being the final of the three days' cele- 
bration, all of the people of importance had gone to the city, 
and so I BEL we, Stewart in Hartford that day and we met a few 
tobacco growers there and made arrangements to visit them the 
following day. | i 

On Friday, October 9th, I went again in the early 


morning to Tar®ffville whore itr, Steward met me at the station. 
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674. 
¥rom there we went to the tobacco plantation of which Mr. 
Floyd, formerly of this Department, has charge. I saw an 
immense stretch of land where tobacco is grown under cheese 
cloth, and we visited the drying sheds and curing rooms, but 
as My, Floyd hae experimented weary Little with cover crops 
we did not get very much information out of him 

Mire De Ps Gooley's place, nesr Granby, Connecticut, 
wags our next stop, Er. Gooley ia experimenting a good deal 
with leguminous plants for fertilizers, and he drew our atten 
tion particularly to one field where he had not sown any hairy 
vetehes thig year and yet ke had a fine stand of them, which 
he says can only be explained by the fact that the roote from 
last year's plants have kept dormant during the whole summer 
and have sprouted again in the autwmm, when moisture and cool 
nights came; for he had cultivated the field the whole summer 
and not a sign of a plant hed ever been seen. 

I was also experimenting with spring vetches, prin- 
cipally different varieties of Vicia sativa, which are not so 
satisfactory in tobacco plantations as the winter vetches are, 
for they prevent the land from being planted with tobacco for 
@® whole suruer. 

Mr. Cooley has very Little success with his alfalfa, 
and he and others want badly a variety which can be grown on 
shallow lands in the Connecticut Willey. They want alfalfa 
ae & cattle forage, not as & green manure crops T told him 
that I would talk about these matters to you and others and 


let him know results. 
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In the afternoon of the same day we saw another 
tobaceo grower, Mr. Dewey, and from hia place we went to 
lir. Griffin's grounds, where Messrs. Shamel and Stewart carry 
on their experiments, I saw some samples of the selection 
work which has been, and is still being done with tobacco, 
but of course, it was too late to see anything in the field, 
ali the crops having been harvested, I obtained the infor 
mation, though, thet the ideal of the Connecticut valley 
tobacco growers is to produce e« tobacco plant which furnishes 
@ great many leaves of silky texture, which leaves mst assume 
@ light chobolate ¢olor when cured, met be of medium nicotine 
contents, and above al1, must be free burners. It seems that 
in @ variety called "The Cooley” they come pretty tlose to their 
ideal, ‘Careful selection of certain ned for certcin locali-~ 
ties probably will give them in the near future the things they 
are striving after. 

On Saturday, Ootober 9th, I went oy train from Rarte 
fort to Suffield, Connectiout, where [I again met Mr. Steward. 
We called upon Yesars. Harmon, Halladay, and Pimney, ell of 
these gentlemen living in and around Suffield, and I saw, 
especially upon the land of Wr. Pinney, how over-mamring with 
potash fertilizers causes artificial alkali which destrays the 
fine roots of the tobacco plants end mkee a good yleld utterly 
impossible. However, this evil can soon be remedied by no 
longer niin with high grade potash fertilizers. The gen- 


eral impressions which I obtained, after having talked with all 
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these gentlomen and having observed the various conditions of 
their land, are that the hairy vetch at the present time is 
the best of all the leguminous covor crops, but that a hardy, 
faster growing legume is moter desired, especially one 
which has the capacity of stooling out much in spring before 
it is ready to be plowed under, for I heard thet euch a cover 
crop May mean a saving of more than half of the money spent 
for manure ordinarily applied. ‘hen one figures out that it 
costs from seventy to sighty dollers to fertilize an aere of 
tobageo land, this means an enormous saving. On my coming 
trips to foreign countries, [ shall be on the lookout for such 
desired leguninous cropas 

Saturday evening I parted from Mr. Steward and went 
back to Hartford, and on Sunday morning, OCetober lith, I left 
for New York. 

On Monday I called on Dr. Gaunt, 547 Pifth Aveme, 
New York, and gave him your letter of introduction. Dr. Gaunt 
Was very busy and so T had to weit quite awhile, but we had a 
good lunch together during which we had long talxe about plants 
and conditions in China, etc. 

Dre Gaunt said he would like te have some hordy grasses 
for his place in Long Island, and he put dwn the names of the 
Pexing Lawn Sedge, Woe 70, and the Korean Lawn Grags, loos 470g 
47la, and 760a; but ? would suggest to you that you ask him 


when and where he wants some of these things. 
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I also saw Dr. Seaman, of African hate but this 
gentleman told me that, to his sorrow, he had never been in 
Turkestan and therefore could not give me any information} 
and besides that, he was overlosded with work just now, — 
ing returned only a day or so ago from the Par Bast. 

| I galled twiete on Mr, Caspar “hitney, the editor 

of the Outing, and although hie secretary told him ! was 
coming, he left before the appointed time, Well, I personally 
do mot Gare to Gall mach on these editors; they allow too much 
“yot" to be published in tholr magazines, thinking that it 
pleases the public. | 

Tuesday, October 12th, I visited some camping outfit 


stores in New York, especially Abercrombe & Mitch Company's 


store, 67 Reade Street, New York, where I spent a long time 


- im looking over a large assortment of camping goods, about 


which I should like to speak with you at your leisure. 
All that going about in New York by underground, 

by elevated, and by various other railwys proved to be ex- 
tremely tiresome to me and made me feel bad, and on October 15, 
unlucky number, I feit quite played out. However, on Wednesday, 
October 14th, when a bresh breeze wae blowing, I decided to 
leave the big city behind and arrived via the Baltimore & dhio 
in quiet Washington again the eame afternoon. 

| Yours respectfully, 

PRANK Ny, MOYER. 
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Washington, D. C. 
November 9, 1926, 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

In regard to the various wild pears I found in China, 
I will herewith ened you a few lead pencil notes on two 
distinet species, which I see are all the time pat under the 
same Name. 

Pyrus ussuriensis and Pyrus sinensis are, in my 
opinion, distinct species and Professor Sargent seems also 
to favor this opinion, 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK WW, MEYER. 


Washington, D. C. 
November 9, L3@8. 
Dear Mr. Pairchilds | 
Herewith I enclose to you a small package of seeds 
from a wild pear from the Himalayan foot hilis near Simla, 
India, which seeds I received from Yr. E. Cates, Greenwood 
| Court, Simla, India, 5.W%. I met Mr. Cates a few years ago 
| in Manchuria when he was making a trip around the world and 
we have been in correspondence off and on, 
I send, for instance, Mr. Cates some seeds of the 


Chinese persimmon upon which they graft the large seedless 
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ones and he wrote me that they had come up very nicely. 

He writes me that he is trying $o get for us seeds 
of the wild apricots, pisiibints pears, and plums, all growing 
in his district. ‘Then they have cherries that flower in 
November and ripen in early spring, the snow notwithstanding. 
Their peaches and apricots are not unlixe ours, but the pears 
are very acrid and Wr. Oates cleims it imparts its acridity 
to fruits that halos been grafted upon it. The trees are very 
hardy in the Simla regions, but the temperatures do not go 


very low there, of course, although snow lies for a couple 


of months. “The monkeys only deem the fruits of these wild 


pears worthy of eating. 

Wr. Cates suggests to us to enter into communication 
with Mr. James Mollison, Inspector General of Agricubture in 
Incida, as Mr. Mollison wrote Mr. Cates that he will be very 
glad to supply us with plants or seeds of wild pears, peaches, 
etc. 

And as such T would suggest to you to enter into 
correspondence with said gentleman, mentioning Mr. Cates' 
suggest lons. 

Mr. Cates, himself, would be very plesed if we 
could supply him a year or two from now with some persimmon 
grafts of the large Chinese persimmons. 

I personally think we may be able to get a few 
interestin, things from this i. Mollison. 

Yours respectfully, 
FRANZ HN. MSYERs 
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Washington, De °,, 
Hovember 12, 1908, 

Dear Mr. Mairehild: 

The thought just comes to me that it would not be 
a bad thing to advocate the planting of cemphor trees, not 
only for its well-known resin but also as a timber tree out 
of which fragrant trunks and boxes could be mde. ‘This 
sample of wood is nearly two years old and you will find by 
splitting it how very strong its perfume is still. 

Yery respectfully yours, . 


PRANK N. MSYER. 


Washington, D. ¢, 
November 12, 1906, 
Professor C. Vs Piper, larosbolegist, 
Bureau of Plant Industry, 
Department of Agriculture, 
Dear Professor Piper: | 
| Mr. Pairchild hae just asked m whether you have 
not something to pom about the various legumes and grasses 
which I sent in from time to time from the Par ‘ast, a few 
words, for instance, about Nos. 519a, S20e, Sfla, S22a, 
$23a, S24a, 325g, S26a, G2%a, SRGa, J29n, Bode, S5la, PAla, 
72%a, 7588, and 7598s Also, some information about the 
many beans t sent in will be much appreciated by us. 
Yours very truly, | 
FRANK WN, MEYSR. 
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Washington, D. C. > 
November 16, 190 


Dear Mr. Tracy? 


Tt would afford us a pleasure to hear from you how the 


plants which I brought with me from China are getting along. Have 


the spruces recovered from their fumigation? and did the small 
elms make a satisfactory gsrowth? 

But the things we are most interested in just now are the 
widens. How have they been behaving? Mr. Oliver told me that 
when he was in Chico they had made a nice new growth, How I wish, 
Mr, Tracy, that you would look them over critically, and if neces- 


Sary sugzest any improvements we ought to install to carry them 


“ suecessfully through your cool and wet winter. The main danger is 


that they become weterlogged and that the roots begin to rot. 50 
if you could have a trench dug alongside those boxes so that 
the water might run off easily, that would be a good help to them. 
Of course I leave that to your judgment; you being on the spot can 
easily decide whether they need more drainage or not. 

No. 316, the square bamboo, does not like too auch cold or 
rain, and if you have some sheltered spot it may be well to move them 


to it. 





In all probability 1t will be spring or early sumer before we 


will start sending out these bamboos, and even then there is a great 


likelihood that, when the climate seems suitable and vropagation 
facilities adequate, we may leave the major part of the plants at Chico, 
Trusting to hear from you, I am 


Yours sincerely, 
PRANK WN. MEYER 
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681, 
Washington, De Co 
Novenber 23, 1908. 
Dear Hr. Knight: 
Herewith I send you a bundle of rice which Mr. 
Fairchild requests me to have your men clean it, please. 


However, you might reserve a few plants with seeds 


and all on the ears and send them to Mre Chambliss of i%. 


Carleton's office. 
Yours very trully, 
PRANK BW. MUYER. 


Charleston, S. 0., 
December 3, 1908. 
Dear Wr. Fairchild: 
This morning I arrived safe and sound in this old 


sleepy city where I found it te be just as cold as in Washing- 


ton and with some greater amount of humidity in the atmosphere 


and as such, feeling really colder than up in the capitel. 
My, Clarke was awaiting me and we discussed our plans for this 
coming trip and phoned and wrote to several people. 

The results are that we will visit Dr. Shepard 
tomorrow in Summerville, South Carslina. On Saturday, Decem 
ber 5, we will try to see Mr. J. 8. Wiggins at Holly Hill, 
South Carolina, whom Mr. Clarke knowe well and who has already 


some of our bamboos. 
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682, 
| Monday, December 7, is the day we have set apart 
for visiting ir. V. %. Haskell at Jacksonsboro, South Carolina, 
and on December 8 we intend to mach Augusta, Georgia, where 
I expect to got some solid pointers from the veteran nuseryman, 
Mre Pe Se Berckmans. 

Flease do not send any mail to me up here, but address 
all things up to ‘December 9 to me care of the Albian Hotel, 
August, Goorgia. 

Tam retwning herewith the set of photos you wanted 
me +9 write descriptions with. 1 find, however, that not 
having all my notebooks with me my poor head refuses to supply 
me with the exact date and you will have to overlook my other 
photos for them and you may, perhaps, find some more aimase 
statements on. these photos. 

One question before I conclude. Would you be so Kind 
and save the President‘ s MOS Sage for me when it appears in your 
Washington papers, especially it enything is said about illus- 
trating, etc. I am truly anxious to know how our strenuous 
Meecutive will handle this matter. 

With best of wishes to you all, 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK N. MEYER. 
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683, 
Savannah, Georgia, 
December 9, 1908, 
Dear Wr. Mairchild: = | 

Last night, just before leaving Augusta, your 
three letters were handed over to ma, “hey cantained three 
vooks of transpatiation requests, anvelopes for returning 
stubs and the expense account for July 29 to September 1, 
1906, which I answered already. 

The Package of 6 lantern slides hasn't reached me 
as yet, tut ft am informing the Albian Hotel to forward them 
to me, e/o U. Se Subtbropical Laboratory, Miami, Florida, where 
I also heee to receive some mail from you, if sees ig any. 

| Our bariboo project hasn't advanced very much ss yet. 
Most of these regions around here are just a trifle too cold 
for the real timber bamboos and the soil too is too Light. 
Within a couple of days I will send you o report upon what 
we saw and heard. tomorrow we hope to visit the State Agri-~ 
cultural College in Sinkentnine 

With best regerds to all, I am 

Yours respectfully, 
PRANK BN, Me YSRe 


- 88 
abe 680! pdertany ae ari ef ,? vetmooot ,yabadt 
oe pQOCE, C eedne net (Po ioat, ta Liggwett @ so? 9 tt apihetely ~o2 
rode pelyteeD ,htaagen doaet of Saetal ope bisoehe «08 zh0a 
° cipehorg? Qaadtirgch ‘gtttisel” givted bade? viiigte feed teeque T 
cords bontaines yed? som gt t6v0 bebned” sow stbd def douitt 
 diinwtted 4éT Begeleras jedeowpor’ to Makangenart’ te sxeod 
: (gRReuaasheen’ ge &s cal OI ncdee ‘eaitecRé edd bre edade 
sUbeorls berewona I ‘iohia: yeoes 
“gm bedecet Maes ob Me th tat 8 Ys eRe OMT ont? } 
god Deewioh of Letod HAICIA oft gatmebtal mel ead ry seg es 


| pxel#® ,ablveN Imeh? .yrddetedal Jadtqordaua’ ve W ole yeaed 


To (bie 8b eget UO ywOyomert Lien eles av teoet ot odod edie t 
toy, ee doom’ Yaev Beotav ba #iead soetory oedmad MOC! Bolo Sy 
bLoo cod eftind « test, ete e1ed Seureta ‘ametne* Stott tec tect 


edhe obs ef bod TRee OMT hus ebemse Heemte Ther oft tot - 
) ena aREe Thee HOY Rass eeaWE aged te eiqeao wake 


“ar ‘gitede ett tow Oe — ow wovretiot Vbweed tain wae! Ow 


ascsmneuts + is Wed “works "SF % beoeeb bust tt bye L100 Lani Dre 
ma t kta” of ebragot teed AgTY ov tended ; 


(Ulivitoeyhed wast? © caty OF Ve Diet eee 
«SRA ea | 


eebduree ceed + i , 
MST Ta 


> Aare ; ° 
YA te i) are pc > 
eee a” Rd 48 ree 


4 f cog Te 1 w o> en 
ee ey one as ps Dy Ea ah ever e 


: , es ned) iu 
RAL Aa! Ti emi am 


Pn a 





: eS - . : eo eit ne Te Be —o» 
5 > a i po ae, aN al ee eg eee oe 5 aT > 
Pe ee ey eS eee ee ee ee ee ae Te of Ba ord 


a ae oe 









Savannah, Georgia. 
December 9, 1908. 
Dear Mr, Pairchild& 

Herewith I am returning to you my expense account 
for July 29, 1906 to September 1, 1908, and I wish you would 
be so kind as to inform Mr. %. D. Yerby, Auditor for the 
Division of Accounts ani Disbursements, that the various 
changes and alterations on Subvowcher Bo. 1 were made by me 
on account of having filled out the receipt in the wrong way 
and not having many subvouchers at hand, decided uot to 
destroy that voucher. 4s the Kirkwood Hotel in Geneva, lew 
York, is “uropean plan anyway, I didn't think it would matter 
much » 

Y trust this explanation is satisfactory to Mr. Yerby. 

Respectfully yours, 
FRANK W, WY. 


Miami, Florida, 
December 15, 1908. 
Dear Mr, *airchilds: 
Mow I will write you some of my observations made 


during these bast fourteen days while in the road. 
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685, 

As you know, I left Wednesday afternoon in a great 
hurry, my transportation requests arriving just at the very 
last minute. Well, the next morning I landed in good shape 
and spirits in Charleston, South Carolina, shore I found Mr. 
Clarke. Ve spend the day in writing, phoning, and making 
our plans and visited some parks and a nursery. I noticed 
at once that we had entered a mild wintered region for the 


Spanish moss, Tiliandsia usnoides, hung in big festoons all 





over the trees, giving all things a somewhet funeral leok. 
In the parke and gardens one noticed Camellia paponica, Gare 
denia florida, Podocarpus sinensis, Olea fraguens, Azalea 


indica, “Yiobotrya japonica, Ligustrum lucidum, Le amurense, 
ly nepalense and various other species and varieties. 


——— 





I found to my surprise that the California paéim, 
Weshingtonia Sonorse does well here. the hig olie grandiflora 
varies a very great deal ape in the South. I never thought 
{t to be such a variable plant. Of bamboos I saw nothing, 
not even the emaller kinds, although they could easily be 
grown here. | 

On Friday, December 3, Mr. Clarke and I sent up to 
Summerville where we mot Dr. Charles Us Shepard ab his tea - 
| plantation, “pinehurst.” We talked about a good mevrny things, | 
among site’ about tea varieties, existing in China, Dre 
Sheppard is very anxious to get those long-tipped Pekoe teas 
from the Fokien province and I see by your letter of December 10 


that you are already in correspondence with him about these 
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686, 


things, Dr. Shepard didn’t feel well the time we visited him 


and so Mr. F, J. Mitchell, with whom you, too, are acquainted, 
took us around the tea farm. tt seems thet tea growing has been 
demonstrated to be a commercial success in certain regions of 
the Southeastern section of the United States and it has cost 
Dr. Shepard probably a few hundred thousand dollars to bring 
this about. Truly a noble thing to have established a new ine 
dustry. 

I noticed that there is an appalling variation among 
the tea bushes, scareely two being entirely alike. Mr. Mitchell 
said they constantly hybridise among each other and out of a 
bateh of seeds one is bound to get all kinds of varieties. A 
abet point about this fact is that we may »%e able to breed 
strains of ten adapted to certain localities and oxvend as such 
this isan tee: 

The grounds and the atmosphere of Pinehurst make the 


impression upon one to be somewhere in Japan or China. ‘he 


@limate is cool ani fairly moist and the atmosphere somewhat 


hasy and many of the hardier Japanese plants like Camellias, 


tea~olives, Gardenias, etc,, thrive very well; the temperature 
drops, however, occasionally to about zero and as such the latger 
especies of Bamboos would get hurt very badly in such a spell, 
Smaller varieties, however, will do splendidly and I would. sug 
gest to experiment there with some of our smaller bamboos, 

On Friday night we went to i. J. 3B. Wiggins at Holly, 


Hill, South Carolina, and spent there the next day overlooking 
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687. 
his Premises. Mr. Wigginst place consists of sandy soil, mostly 
formerly pine lands. His main crops are cotton, cowpeas, and 
sugar cane, Cotton though being the staple crop. He also is very 
mich intereuted in Pecans and has set out already several hundred 
budded trees while he is trying to raise better varieties of 
pomegranates from seeds. He showed us some young plants of 
Bambuss arundinacea he had received from us, but the fyyst had 
emght them and I do not think that the more tender species of 
Bamboos will ever grow in his locality. The land, too, is much 
too sandy for real timber banboos. 

On Sunday, December 6, we went to MG. Pleasant, across 
the bay from Charleston, and spent the afternoon vith Mr. Mitchell 
and family. Sea-island aot, asparagus, cabbages, and some 
‘minor things are the products grown in this neighborhood. ‘The 
land is light and sandy, but lays low, so crops grow luxuriantly. 
Some of the smaller banboos could be grown here cuite well. 

Wonday, December 7, saw us leave for Jacksonboro, To 
our sorrow we didn’t meet Mr. W. 4H, Hasxell, to whom I bore a 
letter of introduction from you. Wr. Haskell wis away for several 
days, attending to some important business deals, ‘ec mob} as 
such, his next-door neighbor, Mr. Bisshel. This gentleman took 
us over his place on horseback and I saw how fine o soil they 
possess there, for the successful growth of excellent rice. The 
land is nearly all very low and has a tendency to sour somewhat, 
when not being worked and as such I do not think that bamboos 


would thrive well there. I noticed that no winter crops are 
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688, | 

grown and yet broad beans and mustard deed could be raised to 
perfection all on these ricelands as winter crops. If Chinese 
were living there, they wuld get far greater returns, I saw 
that the rushes, (Juncus sp.) grow wild everywhere and believe 
as guch that this country is naturally fit for these Important 
Matting material producing vlants. The dimate, however, seems 
not to be conducive to the breeding of very energetic people and 
if some Chinese blood could be infused inte the local population, 
I hardly think that we would suffer any more from inactivity 
atong the people. 

On Tuesday, December 6, we landed in Augusta, Georgia, 
and the very first thing we did after having had our breakfast 
was to hunt up Mrs PrP. J. Berckmang, We found this gentleman at 
home and spent the very greater part of the day with him. JMany 
are the plants he hass indeed, too muy to emmmerate. I only 
may say thet he possesses the argent specimens of Cunninghamia 
sinensis in this country, then beautiful Camellias, tesa-olives, 
Yuccas, conifers in varieties, privets in mny species, and hosts 
of fruit bearing trees and bushes and the orddnary collections of 
reses and ornamental shrubs thet one always finds in a large 
marsery . 

They are doing a very large business all over the land, 
mt especially in the South. Ur. Berckmans was exceedingly 
Plesant to us, spreading luncheon for us and showing Mr. Clarke 
and me his whole place. Mr. Berekmans told me that he doesn't 


think this section of Ceorgia fit at all for bamboos, the winters 
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689, 
get every 30 many years too cold for them and the damage done to 
them in one cold spell, sets them back for 3 or 4 years. He also 
said that he personally never had been very successful with bam 
boos and advised us to go farther south to find congenial locel- 
ities for them, In regard to testing some kinds himself, he 
hinted that as he had retired entirely from the business and as 
his sons were not so interested in the botanical nature of the 
growing of plants and besides that the business requiring all of 
their time and energy, he better be excused from experimenting 
with too many things. Well, we bade goodbye to one of the pioncers 
of the nursery business in the United States, a man whose influence 
will be felt hundreds of years from mow wherever plants are grown 
in the South. Then, we boarded the train to Savannah, Georgia, 
where we landed early Wednesday morning, December 9, 1908. 

We visited the o14 Bumaventura cemetery which is famous 
for ite live oaks, camellias and other southern ahrubs. [It is 
not kept, however, ss nice as it could be and much improvement 
coud] be made yet by. sticking to one system of planting and 
arranging. 

We inquired in the cemetery whether they had any bamboos 
but got a negative answer. We got, however, information some time 
after that about the existence of various clumps of bamboo eens 
out the city. We managed to find one place on S2nd Street, near 
Bull Street, Sevannsh, where a family lives by the mame of Raperd, 
They had some bamboos there about 30 feet high and looking very 
much like Bambusa metake. An old negro who lived close by there 
told us that he had had a whole yard full of them but by building 
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690, 
@ new house they had to occupy that land and all the bamboos 
were cut down. He said they didn't like at all excess of 
moisture and thet he mmred them regularly and sot then very 
much better poles from them, 

We went to the Chamber of Commerce to get more infor» 
mation about bamboos being grown in Savannah, but the Secretary 
was absent and other «new nothing about it, We were recommended 
to see a lawyer, by the mame of Oliverg, He said we had better 
go to the Experimental Station at Statesboro, Georgia, where 
they certainly would know more about euch things, the mre as 
there are big clumps of Bamboos in Reidsville, “atnall County, 
which is not far from Statesboror. 

So, on Thursday, Yecember 10, we went to Statesboro, 
visited the Ixyerimental Station there, were reveived by Wr. J. %, 
Hendricks, who bears the title of principal, First District 
Agricul tursl School, and we looked over the situation, This 
gentleman, however, had never heard of bamboos and coul dn’t 
give us a jota of information. The land, too, sround Statesboro 
which we hed been informed was of a red clayey loam, proved to 
be pure sand almost with the water deep down in the ground and 
as such entirely unsuitable to those heavy-feeding timber bamboos. 

We left Thursday evening for Jacksonville, Plorida, 
and arrived there Friday morning, December 11, 1908, We phoned 
Dr. Me Sonvielle who informed us he would see us at his office 
in Jacksonville, 211 West Adam Street. After an hour or so 


waiting, this gentleman turned up and almost one of the first 
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691. 
things he asked was whether the Government was going to spend some 
money on these bamboo projects. He directed us how to reach his 
place about three miles from Jacksonville and after having crossed 
the St. Johns River we landed there. We found his gardener there, 
who showed us around. Well, Dr. sonvielle himself has only a few 
sickened bamboos but on his neighbors* places we founl quite a 
few. There are some Indian bamboos, too, ami one specles is 
apparently the Phyl lostachys mitis from Japan or China, ‘The soil 
is wy sandly all over his place and not fit for timber bamboos, 
that is, not om a paying commercial sis, Not only that, but 
both Dr. and fre. Sonvielle are far from being able to handle 


labor and as such the place is badly neglected and it would not 


| pay us to place rare plants with them. They also do not shrink 


from telling and writing perfect falsehoods about their place as — 
we founl by experience and for this reason alone such people are 
not the best ones for us to handle a new thing, like the timber 
bamboos. I enclose the booklet that Dr. Sonvieclle trusted in my 
hands and I wish you could see the place itself. 

The banics of the St. Johns River, though, are eminently 
miited for certain kinds of bamboos and even now people could 
start already to plant them and build up an industry. They 
freeze down o heavy freezes but apmrentiy recover again within 
reasonable times 

In the evening of December 11 we left. Jacksonville and 
arrived in St. Augustine the seme evening. On Saturday, December 
12, we tried to locate Mr, Robert Henson, Superintendent of Parks, 


but we heard he had gone out of the city for some days and besides 
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692. 

that he had given up his superintendency of parke and had become 
a fuel desler! ir. Bellton, his successor, wis also away and so 
we looked through the parks and gardens and saw quite ae few 
urmeual plants, like finsettia in the open the year round, teil 
Palmettos, Hibiseus chinensis and hosts of tropical plants, 
Banboos, though, seem to be very scarce, The soll is very flat 
and gandy and I do not think that the better classes of bamboos 
will ever thrive there, In the afternoon we had an appointment 
with Mr. J. 3. Ingraham, Grd vice-president of the Florida ist 
Coast Railraad, but just before the appointment time he had an 
urgent call ami he left before we saw him, [fn general, I haventt 
met on this trip many people who were able to give us some solid 
informati one 

Saturday night we left again for Miami where we arrived 
Sunday morning, December 15, 1906. We found out right away thot 
Ur, P. J. Wester, in charge of the garden of the sub-tropical 
laboratory had ieft and was in Washington, D. C. 

Well, we inspected the parks and neighborhood of Miami. 
It is a most charming country here, so real tropical and with 
whch expanses of water and skies, | 

Om Monday, Mrs Ed. Simmonds, the gardener, took us all 
over the garden grounds and I smw our rare mangos, avocados, 
papaws, vanillas, limes, carissas, etc. grow sil in full glory. 
Hr. Simmonds showed a real interest in the plants he takes care 
of. Miss Agnes Hudson, the stenographer, handed me a whole Lot 


of mail that I have answered since and locked up some old corres- 
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693. 

pondence you had with Professor Holfs about planting banboos 
in South Florida, I see it is not a new thing, this bamboo 
propos ition. 

Ag I wrote you in a former letter, we were not able 
to get Mr. Valter Walden on Monday, December 14. “m Tuesday, 
however, he visited us and we made arrangements with him to 
inspect his place and neighboring localities, As sucky, we hired 
an automobile and spend the whole afternoon in going from place 
to phace, First, his own place. Ur, Waldin is a very eargetic 
man and has vanaged to become quite wealthy by raising vegetable s 
on his land, I cost him originally £176 per acre to clean his 
land but he ini has had times that he made &1000 profit per acre. 
Well, his land is all low and consists of muck and sami. ‘the 
water is very near the surface and eltogether it is admirable 
land for truck farming. He also has some large bamboos, appar- 
ently Banbum vulgaris and Bambusa tulda. ‘They grow fairly weil, 
but it seems thet the very wet spell this section experience the 
past summer has injured its root system « good deal so that the 
young shoots are ell rotting offi, And not only did we see that 
on his place, but also in the grounds of the Royal Palm Hotel, in 
the Fort Dallas grounds, in Cocamut Grove andneonm other places. ‘To 
come back, however, again to Wr. Waldin's place. His land isn't 
exactly fit for the Japanese and Chinese timber bamboos, for the 
resson that the water is too near the surface, He informed me, 


however, that when the present drainage plans go through he will 
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694. 

. be im the position a year from now to offer us drier land for 
our purpose and will be very pleased indeed to put 10 or 20 
acres at our disposal on our own terms, of which terms I ine 
formed him. 

Ur, Waldin's wae coaxed by us to accompany us to 
Goconut Grove and vicinity and he, knowing the country showed 
us several fine clumps of bambeos on various private places. 

We intended to call on Dr. John Gifford, but were informed 
that he is at the present somewhere in the West Indies. Ir. 
Adam Boggs, to whom I had a letter of introduction was al Bo 
onan outing, There are some very fall bamboos, though, in 
and around Coconut Grove and I think it could soon be mde into 
a paying cieppahttinn Sf the people muld be taught how to use 
them, for strange to say, the bamboo is considered an axotic 
curiosity ani of its real usefulness few peophs are aware, 

Mr. B. van Horff, a copy of whose letter i. Fi scher 
gent me, is quite right, in remrking that the people are 
entirely unacquainted with its uses, etc, But a few demonstra- 
tion gardens and a Little more literature about its 1000 and one 
uses will soon teach them how tremendously useful these "grasses" 
ares 

Well, today, December 16, 1906, it is very warm here, 
just lice July in Washington and Hr, Clarke and I are finishing 
our diuiitics Tonight we will leave for Gainesville, via Palatka 
and I want to talk with: Professor Rolfs about suitable land for 


our bamboos on the West Goast. Dr. Shepard informed me that 
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695, 

although he wasn’t acquainted wholly with the state of Florida, 
the counties of Hernando and Citrug on the West Coast might 
offer us the right opnditions for he had mined there in the 
phosphate mines and said there was rolling land with clayey 
soil. I haven't been able to meet other people who have been 
there, and as such do not know whether we will fini there what 
we wan te | 

This panboo problem isn't easy and the time it is 
consuming is something awfnl and we are still only in TFlorida. 


Louisiam, Texas, and perhaps Alabama will have to be visited 


yot. 
Well, let me conclude with best of regards to you all, 
Yours respectfully, 
FRANK U, MYER 
Pe Se Please forward from now on my mail c/o St. Charles 


Hotel, New Orleans, Louisiana. 


Palatka, Florida, 
December 17, 1906. 
Dear Mr. Fairehil ds 
“Herewith I am forwarding to you a tall Bamboo pole, 
probably thyllostachys mitis, given to us by ore % M. Steen of 
Palatka. This section scems to be fit for certain of these 
timber bamboos, I received last night the six lantern slides 


so everything is Ok, now. 
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696. 
Remaining, 


Yours respectfully, 
\ PRANK N. MEYER. 


Miami, Florida, 
December 14, 1908, 
Dear Mr. Pairchild: 
| Isn't this a nice clump of "grass." Y was told it is 
in Cocomut Grove, five or six miles from here, ‘The Bamboos here 
in Miaimi do not seem to thrive as well as they should. ‘The 
woil is apparently too poors 
Thank you for your personal letter, Tonight T will 
write you more. 
Yours sincerely, 


FRANK WH, MY Re 


Mamt, Florida, 
7 December 14, 1906, 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 
Herewith T am enclosing to you one Letter from Wr. 
William loeb, one from Mr, dwin W, Fouter and one to Mr. Loeb. 
These two I wish you wuld send to Mr. loeb at your earliest 


convenience, 


Bis Ss 
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697. 

"Heyer," I hear you say, “You are in a holes" True, 

T admit. This message will bring us « few surprises, 1f nothing 
worse. Well, the first thing a fellow does when he is in a 
hole, is to try to get gut and so I would suggest to you to 

send « few pletures to this Mr. Foster, not more then five or 
six, through the President, so ss to satisfy 11 sides. What 
do you think of it? 

If you agree to this, I should say thet I leave it 
over to you what to select. In my talk to the Foresters I had 
gathered a good many smi as you heppily attended to that addresa, 
I might say that duikeuneen impressed you the moat as of impor 
tance to the American people ought to be made avellable. The 
glides thet were shown then are all in your room so it won't 
take you so very long to have a glance over them, 

Trusting you gee fit to let. the President hear from 
you soon, I remain | 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK W, MeY"en. 
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696, 
Miami, Florida, 
December 14, 1908. 

Dear Mr. Fischer: 
; Your letter of December 10 ms handed over to me this 
innit, I looked over the enclosed copies of Messrs. John 
McCaren and Wm, S, Tevis. Truly this bamboo proposition is a 
difficult one. | 

In regard to Mx. Melaren's suggestion of heeling them 
in a warm, sheltered spot in light sandy soil, etc., well, if 
Mr. MeLaren is willing to show Mr. Tracy such spote and help us 
as much as he can, then we magytreat 1/3 of each kind in that 
way. However, the best plants should rather be boxed up and 
given shelter underneath a glass roof, where one can control 
heat, moisture, etc. 

Aboat Mr. Tevis’ letter, I can’t say much until I 
hear some more about hie second promised letter. He takes, 
apparently, the view that the bamboo is not as easy as is some~ 
times supposed it is and thie opinion is, to my own knowledge, 
the more correct one. 

Yes, whenever those slides arrive from Underwood er 
Underwood, t will be glad to get them 

| Yours truly, 


PRANK HH. MEYER. 
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699, 
Miami, Florida, 
December 15, 1906, 
Dear Mr. Pairchiid: 

Herewith I enclose three covers of transporbsténn 
requests books, ; 

Would you kindly send them to Mire As Zappone and T 
wish you would mention te him the fact that I would Like to 
see a few items naded on the stubs that remain in the book. 

Vize, it would be of great help to us trevellers if 
@ line was inserted to write the name of the transportation 
company upon, also a line with the word Charges 9 
would be a welcom addition. 

It occurs, namely, quite often when one is in a 
hurry at some railroad station that one omits to mote down 
the price of one's ticket on the exact name of the railroad 
line and then when making up onets aacount one finds it exesed- 
ingly troublesome to correct such matters. 

Yrusting you will be able to inform Mr. Yappone about 
these matters, I remain 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK WW, MY Re 
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700. 
Miami, Florida, 
December 15, 1906, 
Dear Mr. Tnirchild | 
Enclosed find two copies of the article I sent to 
Mr. B T. Perkins and of which Mr. J, ©. Waite suggests to 
bring it to the attention of Dr, Calloway and of you as the 
enclosed letter indicates. f 7 it over to you whether you 
think it necessary or not to show if} to Dr. (ellowmy; there 
is really nothing new or striking in it. 
| I remain | 
. Yours respectfully, 


PRANK WH. MUYERs 


Miami, Florida, 

i December 15, 1908, 
Dear Me, Seirehild: 

This time T will try to answer the mil I received 
from you while here. | 

Pirst: Telegram l, reading, “Advise address for mail 
and lantern slides. Have wired Hotel Albion to forward Clarke's 
mail and yours to Miami.” Well, my next address will be c/o 
—— Pm He Rolfs, Director, Sxperimental Station, Gainesville, 
Florida. : 
Mere Clarke received his transportation requests and 


some letters which he is answering you now, but I didn't get 
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Wl, 
my six lantern slides of which you spoke in your letter of 
December 7. I am writing now again te the Albion Hotel in 
Augusta, questioning them whether they ever received them. 

Telegram II, reading, “Investigate bamboos Walter 
Walding place, Orange Glade section, Miami, Saw Governor 
Groward, He recommends investigation new river drainage 
project Fort Lauderdale. Broward instructs Redd Bryan in 

charge to afford you every facility. (Gan get government 
land or utate land there." 

As soon as I got this telegram yesterday morning, 
we tried to get Mr, ‘aldin, but he was out of reach and not 
until » few minutes ago did we see him. This afternoon we 
will visit his place and investigate matters, but land seems 
not to be here what we want. This bamboo business doesn't 
advance o3 well as I wish and it is getting to be expensive. 
Ir. Clarke's appropriation of 8200.00 and mine of 9300.00 will 
not cover the entire trip unless we cut it short. 

Then, I have to thank you kindly for your personal 
letter of December 8 with the enmlosed Evening Star of December 6, 
1908, Hy, My, the President rubs it in to the people. I sae 
my name is mentioned, but--the photos are those of Vr. Bailey 
Willis and his name {s entirely left out. I suppose some 

troubles will arise out of that. 

I also received your letter of December 10, 1905, 
with enclosed clippings of the Washington Bvening Post. Yes, 


ag you say, this deforestation matter may prove to turn into 
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a& very important controversy. I truly am interested in what the 
Engineers of the Army and Weather Bureau will have to say about 


their own theories in regard to the long train of evils follow 


' dng in the wake of deforestation, Verily, one doesn’t need to be 


a theorist to see how deforestation is at the base of dessication 
of countries unless, of course, great geological changes take 
Place through the agencies of earthquakes, volcanic disturbances 
or other big de venantes well, later, perhaps, more about these 
theories and observations. I am almost sorry to be away from 
Washington just now; so many things will turn up in connection 
with various things, in which it would be a good thing if I had 
something to say. | 

This mormming I received a package containing five 
slides from Underwood and Underwood. No letter accompanied it. 

I will try to send you this evening a long report 
about our investigations in regard to mitable locations for 
to~be-establiched bamboo plantations. I am sorry I only heave 
ag yet negative recommendations to make. hy faith stems to be 
planked now upon the central West Coast of Florida and on extreme 
Southeastern Texas and perhaps 6 mall corner in Louisiana. North 
and South Carolina, Georgia and Morthern and stern Mlorids are 
really not congenial to the growth of the important timber bamboos. 

In the first named states the winter cold is too great 
every once in awhile and eastern Florida is far too gandy in 
general to grow bamboos on a paying commercial scale, that ia, 
first class timber bamboos. Smaller kinds will do very well, 
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nearly everywhere in the South Atlantic States. 
Well, with best of wishes to you all, I am 
Yours respectfully, 


PRANK WN. MSYER. 


Brooksville, Florida, 
December 23, 1908. 
Dre Fairchild: 
FOUND SUITABLE LOCATION, LAND ROLLING. SOTL CLAYEY. 
PROPLE WILLING. IF ANYTHING TMPORTAW? WIR” US DESOPA HOPEL 
TAMPA, FORWARD WAIL HOTUL CHARLSS NEW OFLMANS. 
MEYER. 


Brooksville, Florida. 
December 23, 1906, 
Dear Mr, Pairchild: 
A few howrs ago I sent you a telegram mentioning we 
found at last a good location for the timber bamboos and teow I 
want to write a few more details about thie lom@tion and its 
pros secte for the successful establishment of thrifty bamboo groves. 
After lots of delays we were able to Leave Homosassa 


yesterday morning and proceeded by buggy, through the country 
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for over 30 miles, until we reached Brooksville, where we arrived 
early in the afternoon, We had noticed the excellent clayey soil, 
the rolling, hilly nature of the land and the remarkable big 
timber standing all through the country and we knew we had struck 
the right iccality. Sesides the al] sround look of the land, I 
| | noticed in the gardens the big Loquattrus, large Oamphers, Ole~« 
anders, Allamanda hendervonii, Russelia junces, Clerodendron ro- 
busta and several ether tender plants. We saw a fine specimen of 
a Bambusa arundinaces in the yard of Mayor Law and there are 
several groves of highly colored tangerines; of fine juicy grape- 
fruite; of mediocre oranges, s6attered all thromgh the country. 
Phey suffered, of course, like nearly the whole of the Atlantic 
seaboard, from the big freeze ten years or go ago, but the winters 
here being somwhat. cooler than farther south, the trees get 
hardened of much better, Yell, so mush for the climate. 

As e00n as I mw this region was a favorable one, we 
went to the Mayor of the town, Mr. law, then to Mrs J. 4. Jennings, 
County Commissioner; to Mr, O. W. Reagen, Manager of The Hardwood 
Lumber Cos, to Mr. A. 3. thelpley, Tax assessor snd president of 
the Brooksville Board of Trade and we sew a few more people whose 
names we did not obtain, Well, I had toe explain repeatedly what 
our intentions were, how Uncle Sam could not buy the lend (which 
always causes amazement) how fine an industry these bamboos will 
ve for furniture ma mfectibing, for basketry and even for vegetable 
production. Well, I have explained these items now so often that 
we know thom well nigh by heart. Well, the total results were that 
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the Board of Trade of Brooksville head a meeting this mo rming, 
where I had to explain again and again and this afternoon 
deenr'e, A. B the IpLey, president of the Board, and Mr. Ws As 
Falton, the practical manager, took us out with their buggies 
and showed us a piece of lend which the Board of Trade had 
decided to deed to us in trast, if we deemed it oultable for 

our work. Well, Mr. Clarke and I looked thoroughly over the 
whole piece of land and we both think it is well suited to our 
needs; that is, the soil is just what we went ond so seems the 
climate. There are drawbacks, however, firstly; there is quite 
some timber standing on the land and secéndly, that it is same- 
what far from water transportetion. It is namely 2 miles from 
Brooksville which city is about 50 miles from Tampa, where they 
have an excellent harbor which they are deepening all the time. 

%o clean the land from timber would cost us about 920,00 

por acre and ag I have asked for 20 sores with the privilege of 
getting a few more if we ere in great need, the clearing al one 
will cost us 9400, the plowing, harrowing and getting the land 
into shape will be about 9100 and the fencing will abso be about 
$100; as such, about $600 all told. ‘Yelll leave some of the very 
big trees staniing as young bamboos want partial shade, we can 
girdle them any way if they ehould be in the way, The beanty 
about this land is that Loquats can be tested too; Compher will 







grow to perfection, besides the Japanese paper plant, the Udo 
and probably fea also. ‘The climate is something between the 


Worth and the South. In the surrounding forests one finds live 
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oake, red oaks, white oaks, gigantic hackberries, soapberries, 


maples, Magnolia grandiflora, M, glanca, I, alba, Boxelders, 


Tilia sp, Ostryojesis virginica, Taxodium distichwa, variuus 
hollies, elms, haws, Viburmum bushes, Callicarpa wushes, wild 


persimmons, large grapevines, amilax; well, I don’t imow what 
else, but one thins is certain; thet the tree flora is very 
rich and varied. | 

The people seem to be very kind and sre willing to 
copperate with in every my and that is always a good thing for 
sugh a newly to be establicshéd industry. 

Mre We A. Fulton, a prosperous farmer and possessor of 
some fine citrus «roves) is reslly the beekbore of bhi 3 Board of 
Trade and throwch his infiuence he and several others have cleared 
S acres of land, erected & lath shed all over it and have grown 
some exceptionally fine wrapper leraf tobacco. He is going to 
write about this tobecce business to his Congressmen so as to try 
to get our Department sentbiee out some people here and experiment 
with the various verieti és of tobaces and with curing methode and 
he asked me whether he could report to me ‘if information was 
needed, Well, fT certainly think these people here are worth 
being assisted, especially since they prove so liberally inclined 
toward furthering our objects. | 

Mire Fulton has alao set aside several acres of wild 
persimmons upon which he wants to tad or graft some of our good 
seedlesa persimaons and he would be very glad to receive this 


coming winter some budwood of large Chinese persimmons and of 


_seobrcedcans ssotemétond ottamala gnaeg ey iw ef st frat 


ates Ie soe 


“eta Loxed ett coreg ten os 


angi e% ‘eau gane metbexst ans 


bibw rBodaas aqse0 Ll reoderd sas at gute aeok 
hers meet Leolingid 942 gat te 
baat wosta # ab I show inattan yeeatvoaery, 


at ae) @ ter by eat frateae d 


oy 
Ls a4 ys 






tog 
lee 


cw at a0 sors exit todd tdatsoo ~ tee ane tad ,ee Lo 

(si 8 CB EF 4% 5 FHS poe ms ge Prey ae ban Pah 
abo liav bite 

if gerne bene FP Gate's eee 9" “id phe ga 


8 ality 9 one ig bus yee 96 6 098 @iqaog ef 
eae giee ae Dae Pie Zu 1 RG iodo 


“ok malas eae & a oyna a Sntt, hue yaw Dy yee at sit iw 






sere aba Boia: Ldaseo a ox aa 
, ; <s ¢ dy eft te al ptawge ere Pe pip Piges Be 
to ‘sonn09u 04 bs sama euoremvons a worst sh oF gtk 
f it tiene Sf ae gatos? R “tet dais inde 
20 brace skid to suodaoad este dees wt \oaweers esttio. eu. 
oc Mee vata week BEL ia: 1a 


boriao.io ovat emdte Larovee bua ai gonessh tnt eid Ayponitt aE 
re Me ® rae ass ist ey os Ci 2 am? eif ate 


agile ovad | bate a sero ) Sha hote Stand & bedoeie punk bid eee & 


Tee } cist % Ag oe a THY. 4 A yA she. ay Bat ij 


oe waey 3 of seooadet twos eg pak ol anal tanane enon 
ait } Yer mgt co tapi} 

vit ot ae O08 socssorgic0 eld ot eon tend evoadod Side iwode bah 
te yas a F243 Sarge eF . Bet VER “PES Bd 

tromtaoges bas oro: 0 £909, ance dare anAnnaD eee 70 om 
' Fe. Rey yt oil wel & Ore. re; 
ita abeddeu witurs eae yw canedat 0 ee ldotea et ead wigs 
ai oat te Seite sig a2, VANS Fmd % 


eaw pied le wnt ut ont id tegen bisoo and ‘to dive cle ea bekas bt 


a4 oh iA 4 a De Six A? ex! rire ts fal & g 


ates ova orsed olvoog oseuid sie Ltd Intedaeo I ,Lfol baboon, 
th VISAS 4 Peek ke ex GNpaS > weeGa twee os t's 
Pret ote derad tt oe avery yout pose Yiialoe gee ote lesa 


LD OF | we faline; hum aopdand RAVOY SA GI acece Gone get 
| “yeio0ide se wilte dba tT ers 
waed att. yee It oh ee ode Yous Vl yer us Mead o; 
bite to ueToa “Loxoven obise as ob Le Bassi mod Lift ot, 
Lt ke 2 st rae ¥ vg Puch ? Sek eA a Bs ESD. tang % 4 arate ‘go tH? ‘Cited 


booy “is oie amos tera x0 bod of adaaw ed dbiaw eres a3 
i? ,Sanle peney shenmae arly gablaes ,poligetieg 8 
aid ev Lever ot ‘baly Voor od 


biwow on Dae eee Lb 
nee ted ton kim se “tip ofovile ed? séale wat das oa 
Bae ‘bas exomtereg evenidd egtel te beowbad ona . | 






© 


sehfi what? em sdeotel wiibaworiel wild hae 





707 
some other good verleties. Ag he is an energetic, conscientious 
man, we better enter him as & good man upon our list of appli«- 
cante. | 

I have told M. Fulton and other people, that the 
transaction of the land will ali go through the hands of the 

Secretary and that tangy a thing wili heve to be telxed am ut 
and as such thet several mnths may pass before all things 
woul be settled, 

I would deem it, however, a very good thing, Mr. 
Pairchild, if you could write a Letter to this Brooksville 
Board of Trade thanking them for their generosity and assuring 
them that we will try to round up thie whole affair as soon as 
possible, | 

| I wonder now, what Kind of suitable localities we may 
fing yet in the Gulf regions of Louisiana, Texas, anil perhaps 
Alabams, Accorling to Mr. Clarce's ideas, the soll may be right 
in these regions, bat the cold waves they get once in awhile my 
be too detrimental to these bambous. 

Tomorrow we will go down to Tampa and see what facil- 
ities we will find there for shipping our Damboo plants to ani 

. inquire of rates and problems of transpabation. 

Professor ». H, Rolfe, of Gainesville, Florida, advised 
us to visit the Kanabee section where the Reasone@’ Brothers 
Nurseries is located at Oneeo and in which section there were 
om bearing Lytehes trees in existence some years ago, though 


ee Professor Rolfs hasn't been able as yet to locate these trees, 
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708» 
bu’ he was shown the fruits some years ago while down in Tampa, 
then Professor Rolfe informed us thet there is a hilly cowtry 
Mast from Arcadia, a region that is just now being opened upg 
then he slso said that the regions on the South of Lake Topolaga, 
near the city of Kiseemmee might be suitable to our needs, 

Well, I will see tomorrow whether we get any telegram 
from you and whether this misht influence our intended journeys. 
I would like to shorten this trip, if possible, for after all, 
it ls not exactly a plesure to be on 4 prospecting trip of this 
kind. On the other hand, some one has to do such work, for it 
would be suicidal to import all those bamboos ani then not find 
ourselves able to take care of them. 

I just sant you & Sample of the soil of the land, where 
we May plant these bamboos. You will motice how rich it is, that 
is, from a Ploridan point of view. 

Then, I am enclosing in this envelope two booklets, 
published by this Brooksville Boerd of Trade. These people are 
not boomers, just the opposifie; one marvels why this section has 
not been developed long and lon: ago. 

Well, with best wishes to all, iI am 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK N, MYER. 
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New Orleans, Louisiana, 
Decenber 28, 1908, 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 
ferewith I am enclosing « letter from Mr, FP, Ha 
Griswold, editor, Real Estate Department Record Herald, Chicago, 
with my answer upon it. | 
I wish you would just drep him a short note explain 
ing your own ideas in regerd to his suggestions. I myself am 
not going to take up this kind of ¢orrespondence. Tt is like 
feeding 2 fire with straw. One can keep on bringing in material. 
Yours vaspeit fully, 


PRANK Ne. MEY RR. 


New Orleans, Louisiana, 
Decamber 26, 1908. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: 
Herawith T acknowledge a whole pies of mil from you 
which I will anewer forthwith. | 
Your letters of December 15 and December 15 touching 
upon the financial problems of the trip of Mr. Clarke and mg. 
well, Yr. Clarke's expenses arejust now sbout 9200 and so are 
. mine and as such we will run short of owr combined $600 before 
a our proposed journey is over, but you needn't worry sbout this 
for I think it is better thet I overlook a few localities in 







Texas before we decide in all earnest upon where to establish 
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these commercial bamboo groves and as such I personally will pay 
all expenses over the allotted $500. I trust this is satisfactory 
to you. 

Up to the present it seems that that section around 
Brooksville, Florida, meets all requirements we ever will be 
able to find on the Atlante Coast. If America had only a few 
big mountain chains running “st to West then we wouldn't have 


so much trouble in finding more suitable Locations for all of 


these Japanese and Ventral Chinese planta. 


Your letter of December 21, 1908. Yes, perfectly well, 
this building of two greenhouses in Chico. It is well worth the 
money to bestow extra care upon these vbemboos, The future will 
justify all present expenses. 

Letter of December 25, 1908, This disease upon the 
bamboo is new} Glad to hear it. For so dar as I saw it, it 
seems to be very common on Phyllostachys mitis, especially eround 
Shanghai and I collected my specimens from near Hanchow on what 
I believe to be Phyllos'achys mitis, but as you know, it wouldn't 
pay a féeal low to swear in regard to the exact species of a bamboo. 
I hope, though, to collect more in the future and would suggest 
that Mrs, Patterson isn't too positive about the exact name of 
the host or hostess. 

Today Wr. Clarke and T had a long talk with Mr. Ponta, 
superintendent of the Audabon Park here in this city. later on 


¢ will let you hear more about thise 
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Vil, 

ir, Fonta told us he never received the planta of 
Oxytenanthera abyssinica, S.P.I. #22776, of which sending Mr. 
Fischer had written hima letter, Gan we send him some now? 

I enclose a flowringe twig of Phyllostachys nigra, 
which is in bloom at the present in Audobon Mmrk and would 
suggest that Mr. WMecher write to Mr. Fouta to watch out for 
seeds and send us some when they are ripe. i. Ponta himself 
ia very mach interested im Bamboos indeed and would be @ very 
good man to cooperate with in planting some of the hardier 
species of bumboode : | 

Then, { en@lose a letter of Mr. “. de O Mmvenel, which 
Letter I “ould like to see filed. Also one letter from Mt, 
Raymond Giesenberg from Cedarburg, “iseongin and one from Mrs 
Chase He Grate, Mauston, “isconsin, As I personally do not have 
the time to answer such letbers, [ wish you would tell me what 
to do with them, 

Taleo send you a letter from Fr. Jno. Be Vigwins of 
Holly Hill, South Carolina, ari ewggest to file it. I will tell 
Mr. Wiggins thet [ got thie information of an entire secdless 
pomegranate from hr, Thomas Kearny, then “rr. Kearny my tell 
him more egain. 

Well, tomorrow morning we will leave again at 6:50 AeMe 
for Abbeville, Louisiana, to see the big bamboos on Dr. Rwardts 


place, After that we may stop a few hours in Crowley and then 
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Plerce ts our next stop, where I will leave Mr. Clarke to proceed 
alone to Brownsville, ‘Yerhaps a week from today we my shake 
hands agming If remain 
| Yours reepectfubhy, 


PRANK Bi, MOYTRs 


PS. pid you get that large bamboo pole from Palatka? I 
also got the telegram about invesitegtion of various places 
in Florida. Got it too late. 


 *B, Walle 


New Orleans, Louisiana, 
December 28, 1908, 
Dear Mr, Pairehild: 

Amone the lot of mail I received from you this morning 
there is one letter dated December 18, 1906, containing 27 photo 
grapha (2 in duplicate, though) on which letter I am answering 
you immediately. 

Namely, the four prints on which I wrote to be retained 
for bulletin, F.i.™M ere the ones 7 rather would not see published 
in the National Geographic Magazine. 1 remain 
Yours respectfully, 

PRANK N, MOYER. 
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Abbeville, Louisians, 
Decenber 29, 1908, 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 
| How again we are finding ourselves in this small, oute 
of-the-wmy tom. It hes been raining hard the whole morning and 
the past night and you way imagine the roads ina sleepy country 
town in a wet spell. Simply fierce! 
Well, we arrived here about 1,30 P.¥. and after having 
had a scuare meal, we hunted up O64 C. J. Mdwards whom we saw after 
some phoning, We went to his house and walked amfdst the 60ft, 


stalks of his Phyllostachys quilliol grove. Re told us this grove 


was planted in 1994 frome few plants he had vurchased from Berger 


& Coe, importers of Japanese plente at Sen Francisco, and he said 
there really was only one plant that grew, the others had died, 
having been wrapped up with the roots in matting only vhen he 
received them. This grove has extended itself only the last few 
years sonewhat extensively so that there are about a hundred canes 


now, all told, tut in the beginning it grew very slowly. Drs 


. Réwarda found owt that thie particuler species of bamboo is an 


extraordinarily heavy feeder and the soll cannot practically be 
too rich for ite-st the same time the soil must be of a heavy, 
sticky, Gayey neture so a8 to allow the heavy colums to acouire 
. strong hold upon the land end not be blown over in & strong 
gale. He also found out that water from above(that is rain or 
watering by buckets) is much more desired than water from below 


for he had planted a clump upon bottom land and during an over~ 
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flow by which the water remained for several weeks stagnant, 
his whole clump was ruined, Well, his observations agree 
eutirely with what I saw in Central Chine in regard to these 
bamboos. Phyllostachy quillioi is alwaya found in hilly or 
mountainous districts; loves a reddish, sticky, Clayey soil , 
with go00d sub-drainage, though, and loves sheltered nooks in 
mountain valleys. JThyllovtachys mitis, though, occurs at the 
foot of hills or mayan tains and is by far abe so particular in 
regard to soil, but it doesn't produce so much lumber to the 
agre and is also not o8 such a heard, good quality as that of 
Phyllostachys ouilliol. 

We had several talks about suitable locstione for our 
timber banboos in the state of Louisiana and I asked in parti- 
cular for sections where the land was rolling, the soil rich and 
heavy, the minimum temperatures high and the people public~ 
spirited and willing to assist us. Or. Mdweards suggested the 
region between the towne of Opelousas and Yashington in St. 
Jandry Parish ag being pretty well ideal for these baniboo@ and 
said there was aleo ea emell section near New Iberéa, called the 
Spanish Lake country, where we also might find suitable condi- 
tions, Tomorrow when we go aWay again we will call upon Mite 
@ MW. Miller in Hew Yberia, This gentleman is the editor of 
the fherian newspaper and secretary of the Progressive League of 
New Iberia and Dr. “dwards thought we might find » good man in him. 

| tr. “dwards has besides this giant timber bamboo, a few 


sie] ler kinds, lixe Phyllostachy henonis, for which the land seems 
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to be a trifle too heavy. Also some young plants of Bambusa arundi~- 
nacen and some minor kinds, they 11 are too recently established 
to give us much idea how they will turn out in the future. ‘then, 
there are som wood-nut~-oll trees, tallowtrees, camphers, Japanese 
paper plant, tea bushes, Chayote vines, Loquats, Chinese cuinces 
and some minor things in his yards. He teld us thet in a heavy 
frease, 9 years or so agp, ble tallow trees (sap sum sebiferum) 
and large campher trees also froze down to the ground. Well, 
Ye, Fonta of sudobon Park told us yesterday that he saw tallow 
trees of more than two feet in diameter killed down in thet one 
single cold night in 1699, Rather risky for us, ien't it, if we 
ever should ovtnin some of these grafted high grade tellow trees 
from Central China and save them planted in these sections heres — 
Well, I will herewith colse for the present. A letter 
giving the outlines of our entire trip up to the present will 
soon follow. : 
I remain 
Yours, Respectfully, 
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The Swellest Hotel In Town. 
Victoria, Texas, 
January 1, 1909, 
Dear Mr. Pairchild: 

This is a country of dealers in land!! 

As you see, I am in Victoria this time; an old town 
upon which a new boom is trying to fasten itself. The evidences 
of the struggle are somewhat painful to behold and it is too 
early yet to say whether the efforts of the real estate mon in 
trying to get people to bite into the delicious morsels of land 
they are holding out to them have been worth all their troubles 
or whether most of their rosy-colored predictions about fabulous 
crops are but pipe-~dreams, 

One land-shark told me when I informed him of the very 
heavy freezes they have pa here that he knew of that 
but what would it matter. The orange growers would iose but one 
crops, the second year after the freeze the treee would be just 
as big as before that accidnet and they would bear just as big a 
crop, for the shoots grow up here with marvellous vigor! ‘ell, 
maybe, for Texas is a country of big things! 

Well, yesterday, December 31, I landed in Pierce and 
spent there nearly 24 hours overlooking the Pierce estate, see= 
ing what Mr. Clarke has been doing with tea, Juncus effusus, 
Gyperis tagetiformis, Castor oil beans, peppers, citrus, camphors 
and various other things. I had long talks with Messrs. As PF, 


and Frank Borden; saw the former's beautiful Indian cattle; 
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remarkably welaiee gentile fellows they are, loving petting just as 
mach as a lady's horse would and, marvellous to say, from a prac~ 
tical point of view, are almost tickeproof, emt less, drink less, 
suffer less from extremes of heat and cold and are mach fatter 
and produce far more offspring than the native strains of cattle 
do. 

I asked Mr, Borden how the quality of their meat com 
pared with that of our own well-known reces of Gattle. Well, 
Me. Mayer, he gaid, let me teil you one thing and that's thia. 
Whenever my cowboys cripple a calf, it is always one of these 
Indian ones and as they are allowed to retain crippled animals 
for their own supply of beef and as their taste of meat is that 
of an expert, I moet’ t tell you any more} 


Now to cane down to our own mission again, that is, the 


bamboo project; well, the land around Plerce is not fit for 


bambeos. The soll is too sticky, is not drained and cannot be 
drained very well unless at a gigantic outlay of money. Then, 
there are no protections whatsoever from the preveiling high 
winds, so that the real timber bamboos would never be able to 
make a satisfactory growth and then the temperatures go once in 
awhile very low. Wr. As B® Jonien told us that he had seen it 
right in Houston between the railroad station and the Hotel 
Brazos, 6° below Zeré?! And in his own house, water in pitchers 
had frosen sometimes and cracked the pitchers and he had seen the 


Gulf of Mexico frozen over twi¢e in the 2 years that he has 


spent in Texas? 
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Well, it may be that lnter om when we know somewhat 
more about the bamboos that we will be able to experiment with 
them in certain sections around here, tut as things stand now, 
I wouldn't suggest anything of the kind. 

For #0 far as I have seen similar lands as around 
Pierce in other parts of the world, I should say that feste 
growing annual crops are the moot preduetive for that particue 
lar soli. I should say, for instance, that Cannabis sativa, 
Corchorus capsularis, Abutilan avicenmae, Boehineria nivea, 
this one a perennial that shoots up every spring, and perhaps 
certain Althagas could be profitably grown for fiber crops. 
Sesamy could be raised as a summer ofl] crop and mustard as a 
winter one. Horne beans and broad beans could be raised for 
cattle food as winter crops on rice fielas while various soy 
beans would do well for summer and autumn crops on wornout 
lande 

Matting rushes of all descriptions except the very 
tender ones, seem to have exactly the Kini of soil they want; 
they may not grow as slender as they would do in regions where 
the winds are not as hich and ase lasting; or in sections where 
the sun shines not as strong; or where the atmospheric moisture 
is somewhat greater than in Texas, but on the whole they probe 
ably can be grown commercially at a profit on the lands around 
Pierce. 

As soon as I saw the land nesr Houston I told Mr, 


Clarke that it was Sorghym lend end afterwards jr. Borden 
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informed me that he grew the past summer some fine Sorghum of 
the Amber variety, 80 in case we have some of the long seasoned 
varieties, they will grow 211 right in this part of the world. 

Mr, Borden told us he would write very soon to you 
trying to get some horse and broad beans through you, to experi- 
ment with on his rice lands as winter crops. 

Then I met Mr, Kinstler this afternoon and he wants 
to try to get some of the newly discovered races of potatoes 
from South America, #0 as to try to make a new strain of potatoes 
fit for the lower section of Texas by breeding our ordinary 
potatoes with those newer species, He will write you himself 
about them 

Just now my intentions are to go to Brommsville tomorrow 
noon, put Mr. Kinstler is coming this evening to talk about 
preepects and possibilities and our intentions are to go out 
tomorrow moming ani look at the land se I do mot know yet whether 
my plans may not alter. 

tt will be very hard to reach me by mil as it takes 
four days almost before this message reaches you and if nothing 
extraordinary happens I hope to be in Washington again & or 10 
days from now, [I have to go again through Louisiana, for my talks 
in New Iberia haven't terminated as yet in anything settling, 
although we expect to come nearer a conclusion this time. 

In case anything important might have to be communicated 


to me, please wire then to the St, Charles, New Orleans, where 
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I hope to call aguin, Mail, however, had better be retained. 
With best of Se I remain 
Yours respectfully, 


FRANK N, MAYER. 


Brownsville, Texas, 
Jamary 3, 1909. 
Dear Mr. Pairehild: 

It 19 « fairly long stretch from Yashington, D. C., to 
Port Brown, Texas, but I find myself at lest in this famaway 
nook. ‘The heat is quite great today and the sunlight remarkably 
bright and T personally wouldn’t mind it to have it a little 
@ooler, for I have been tramping all morning over our South 
Texas Garden and now again I have to wite you this long letter. 

Well, about this locality here I cannot say much as 
yet, beyond that it seems to be fit to receive a mumber of our 
bamboos. 

Wheat I will do now mainly will be to give you a 
detailed report of how our time was spent from December 1§ until 
now. Well, in the afternoon of December 16 I sent you a few big 
letters from Miami, Plorida, and in the evening of that dey we 
left for Gainesville, Plorids. ‘he whole fast coast of Florida 
is sandy and low and the vegetation is interesting for a newcomer 


with its soruliby palms and open pine woods, interchanged by low. 
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gwampy tracts where vegetation runs riot. One doesn't always 
envy the settlers, though, on that poor soll. They use often 
300 pounds of fertilizer per acre and do not always get their 
money back when the seasonécom markets are against them On 
December 17 we had to lay over for a couple of hours in Palatka. 
By going through the town Mr. Clarke and I sew some fine bamboos— 
in the Garden of Dr. EB» M, Steen. This gentlemen was very kind 
to us and gave me one of his largest canes which I sent to you 
and which I hope you got since, Did you aleo get the post card 
accompanying 1%? Theat soil there in and around Palatka may be 
fit to grow this Phyllostachys mitis. hey have fine waterfronts 
there, right on the St. John's River, so that shipping facilities 
would be right near. I noticed how the water hyacinth (Pontederia 
 @rassipes) and the water lettuce (Pistia statiotes) have gotten 
an awful stron: hold upon the rivers and creeks in Florida. done 
finds even plants floating and thriving in mid streams, 

In the afternoon of December 17 we arrived in Ga ines- 
ville, Florids, after having passed through a country of rolling, 
sandy soil and full of charming lakes, surrounded by oak forests, 
We went to the Agricwtural Collage, but found to our dismay that 
Professor Rolfs had gone to Oeala, but was ecpedtut thet night to 
be back again. He didnSt show up, however, until the next day 
late in the afternoon and we utilized our time in overlooking the 
station gnaetite where I saw same of our bamboos, like Bembuga 


arundinacea, Bambuss vulgaris, Besbusa striata, etc. the soil 
is quite sandy there and not fit for our timber varieties of 
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The first real cold anuap, though, will hurt them badly. 


oe. Clacks and I algo overlooked the Graves Nurserics sear Galnes- 
vilie, tr. Graves told us among other things that he obtains 98% 
successes with his pecang, when he sractices spring buiding, Thia 
is really remarkable, considering that the oropagation of the pecan 
ig considered to be such a hard Job. We were alao shown sone 
hickeries, grafted upon pecans and they leoked thrifty. 

In the ever 





ng of December 18, we had seme long talks 
with Professor Rolifs and as a result we took the train the next 
morning for Homosassa on the West coast where we arrived at dusk, 
after a very dusty ride on al old shaky train, passing some very 
interesting scenery in the forms of high pine lands, interspersed 
by low hammocks, Heere polmstios towered up 60 and more feet. 
Sunday, December 20, wos spent anerly eatirely by us 
in walking through Homosassa and ite surrounding lends. Wheat a 
quaint place this Homosassa ig. Tt is situated right on a deep 
river where the dark water is inhabited by many and various cold~ 
blooded creatures including alligators, crabs and pewpolses.— 
There are searely 2 hundred people living here in this town where 
the houses are by akyscraping palmetios and where the 
Spanigh mogs hangs in long and fantastic festeons on the over~ 
hanging branches of live oaks, that count their ages in centuries. 
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Big magnolias and cedars grow in between the polms and oaks and 
here and there a weird, snaky looking vine hangs im big Leeps on 
and between the trees. 

The piga grunt and dig and run everywhere im this Aresdian 
setilencnt fad I hed real difficulty in not believing myself to be 
in ¥ estern Mexico. | 

For bamboos, however, the site isn't fit. Firstly, teo 
wet and surface of soll. too near the water, secondly, acil, although 
vich and peaty, is not of sustaining enough « nature ani thirdly, 
it zete pretty cool down there. 

We had written and wired to a livery stable in Grystal 
River (a town 10 miles from Homosassa and the nearest place we 
could obtain an outfit) te Lie a strong vehicle with a pair of 
horses and ea driver who knew the country to be at our inn in Howo-~ 
$ agse on Monday morning, 7 A.M., and had gotten assurances that 
everything would be 0.K. 

Repeven’s 7 efclock came and went and go did @ end 9 and 


10, At last at 11 AWM. a te 





eagrem came saying delays had seme. 
We wired again and at dast at about 5 P.d. the vehicle turned up. 
That I was far from saitsfied with such irentment may be imagined. 
Oup driver teld us thet the ether driver hed been ondersdote go te 
us, had been caught by the marshal just «@ he was going in and was 
opt in jail, hence all these delays. I find, however, that the 
Chinese are not the only race given over to hide the trath whenever 
needed or when convenient. 

In the morning of December 22 we bade goodbye to quaint 
Homosassa with ite moss and palms and then we drove for 50 miles 


- i“ 


Pe 
pee ‘ales ne emir est noguted mt wom euabeo: bas Bu 08 
0 Mons. a hae sitiee in 2 inn on wa 
a aA raat) EN o + st a % a jo a 


rr i © 





t ‘ie 


wot Mn a aa ial cl i moon 
on ae “sonal sade: 
oot gyidantt tt tant o¢te ont vaarewod. {eoodand “ot oye 
ropodi ia .Lhog eUlbacoos wratew odt-ssen cot ‘Lie Ye eoat nib. rege 
Bindat ian exstec 9 som gatatahuin Ww tha al ae ei 
, shit Sell Tah RE 

Inter a linge uel ot Ra ba watts tad 
iti Aid es in Be WE dee a, se 
‘iy kane’ fate WtbalBy yaeind ¥ awa Os Dhhies ae Dinka Bie 
-ctioH nk ant tue Js od of yudates eit woint ode tevizb » bas eeaaod 
said seus mbes Ba ban 8 iit ‘lll lt 





e 
+ 
> wot tax 


en oe 

si tick ston Galil Sib Agta d GCE He ee «OL 

mere bosrust® ele tier ont wut @ dose #6 Jealt So Ban tena bout Oh 

sboithyeat od Yee dacs so dows dat te Lcisieupboripirahat ore 
oF oy od obe o med bad vevinh sotto eat ‘Fast te w hes ‘a 16 hab WO 
wn hie’ $e Se sre eRe ‘ 
oil? #2d yeovewod (halt t trump erg ys tq 


pr Cae Pat 
rt Somekt x 
‘ 












niepuaslapindaginerdintesessoeghonnei 


Rey  Saey teed 1 ah #2 aa ic 


shikai a bak saat bo Speman Ve ae 
cotta 0: ark evoch amid Sas exac Eat een wh ain aceon 








Ca aged 4 Sse sors ielpots 
ad 


724. 
through low hammock land, full of polms and fumgle, through thin 
pine forests on high sandy plains, then through hich hamueck 
country, full ef big osks, sweet gums, magneolias, boxeldera, 
heckberries, Taxodiums, cedars, stc., witil we rexched Brooksville 
in the afternoon, We had had some heavy shewers of rain in the 
middle part of the journey ani were ghad te find a good fire in 
the lobby of the hotel, 

One thing yet in revard to Homosassa, I remesber that 
you told me, Er. Pairchild, that «4 drumer had assured you that 
the best cedar for pencil —_ came from Tenessee, Weil, 
here in Homosasss they told us the very same thing abeut their 
own ceders ami to confirm their satements I saw several crews at 
work logging cedar poles ond the working sen told me they all went 
te Germany for lead pencil material. 

Well, I wrote you a pretty big letter about the condt- 
tions snd prospects of Brooksville, Florida. I hope you got alse 
the telegram from there and as auch I will state that we left 
Brooksville again on Turaday December 24 and arrived im Tampa, 
Florida, thet same afternoon. We first went to a shipping aganay, 
namely the Penn. 5S. 8. Line, that runs between New Orleang and 
Tonpe and we heard from the agent that they will charge us 70¢ 
per hundred weight on live bamboo roots from New Orleans to Tampa. 
The time consuming this trip will be about GO hours and steaserg 
leave New Orleans on February 3 and 17, March 3, 17, 31, April M4, 
28, ete. I eiclose both the nane of tas 8. S. Company and the 
agentts card, 30 in case you my have correspondence with him, 
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you will heve the exact address, 

In Tawoa we didn't fod things aa booming aa we 
expected. The town is bound to grow, of course, being prac~ 
tieally the only deep water Harbor on the Fest coast of Florida, 
but at the present there wasn't mich business. 

In the elty park we found a number of bamboos, bat 
they were far from healthy looking and badly attacked by seales 
and rust. On one big ba mbeo there were go many scales that a 
comtain kind of lady beetles Just busted themselvea with devour 
ing them. The campher trees in Tampa were vearly all badly 
attacked by red spider; they looked ag if a blicht had struck 
theme 

Deceuber 25, Christuas Day, we spent culetly, avay 
from our kinship and friemis and in the evening we left for 
Glen Saint Marys where we landed the next day about 10 A.M. 

Ur. H, Hareld Hume received ue and we spent the whole 
day going through the extensive nurseries and overloeking the 


- Maey problems modern nurserymen have to cope with. 


I needn't go inte describing all we saw ovr heard, but 
ons. There are namely 





will start right with our Chinese parsimm 
several problems counected with thea, since this Ar, Breece from 
North Carolina fruited ome kind uuder a different number than 
belonged to it. How the trouble 1a this, that the pefsimuons, 
ng itr, Hume has them, are all thrifty young trees, some my come 
into fruit next year. The bulk, however, won't. These trees, 
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howev er, have reached a sise that they have to be distributed, 
If not, they will be too big by next winter te be sent out. That 
is, the bulk of EROMs Sow wnat @re we going to do with then? 
I propose to plant a plantation of them until ther have frulted 
end then we can distribute them wider perfect guaranty. I4 will 


cost us more, Sut we gain fa ii, Tune is also intending to 





plant out an orchara ef persimmons of ail varieties and se would 


like to have one plant of each variety of all of our introductions. 


Ag Ue, Hume is a romarkably good «an, I fully trust thet you will 


agree to this and jet him gow before danuary 29, 1999. 

In regard te the olanting owt of thia greve, I would 
iike to talk again with yon, but I really think it te be the 
best plen in the ppekonts elpowmmptvances. If nevesaary » wo only 
may plant 10 slents ef emo and destroy the others, simply to be 
on the vate aide and not wanting any sore troubles about nixing 
up of varieties aud mumbera. | 

Then, I saw how the Glen 64. Marys Nursery uses cypress 
shingle Sawdust ag oacking umterial and how excellent « material 
it is, weld worte our while to experiment with it. li. Bume said 
that for big packages 1t beats aghagnum, im being so cheap and it 





beate straw in not getting mouldy or becoming decsyad, 


There is s beawtiful windbreak at these nurseries con- 


| sisting of a row of densely planted. campher trees. In case our 





Bamboo station in Brockaville shoul 
windbteak would be the very thing for us, 
then, I overlooked the tall and the old Japanese per- 





4 materialize, such a campher 


simeons Mr. Hume showed us and I heard from him that they are 
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short-lived trees with the people in the South, Well, 7 noticed 





material, As such, I wish you would send Mir. Hume a good quantity 
of either seeds or plants, (I sent in a goodly lot of seeda at 
various occasions and when onee in Chine again will sand perhaps 
even a bushel of them.) 

Then, ti, Hume is very anxious to obtain more psachas 


from China, especially peente end honey types. Couldn't we send 





him gome of the seeds or plants that we must have on hand here 
and there? I was also reminded that any type of a hardier orange 
was worth all of our efforts; a thing I certainly begin to realise 
now after having seen the terrible losa of money and of efforts, 
bu big Grout bes Wong ee tah 

Well, in a next letter, I wild conclude, With beat 
of regards to you all, I remain | 

Yours sincerely, 

FRANK NH. MEYER. 
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Browmsville, T emas 
| January 3, 1909. 
D ear Mr. Fairchild: 
Thia evening I will try to finish my letter about our 
trip up te the presets 
Well, in the evening of Saturday, Deceuber 26, we left 
Glen St, Mary and arrived 1:50 A.M. in Tallehasses. Next norning 
Mw. Glarke and I overlooked the coumtry surrounding Floridats 
capltel end we found it rolling, of « reddish, dlayey and gravelly 
soil and I personally think that bye and bye when we know more 
how bambooa will behave themselves in America wa may start a 
Plantation there. It got there, however, once 2° below Zero and 
I do not think that a timber bamboo will stand tnet without 


serious injury. We fowxl in the gardens in Tallahassee violets, 


Roman hyacinths and paper narcigsi in bloom and here and there a 


tea olive filled the air with gragrent odors. This winter has 


been mild taus far, for even the Palmas Christi (Ric 
hadn'+ been frosen yet. 

In the afternoon of the aame dey we boarded again the 
teain for New Orleans where we landed on Meader norning, December 28, 
1908, After having looked throuzh our mail we went to Audubon 
Park where Mr, Yonta, the superintendent of that park, showed us 
all around. As I wrote you already in a letter from New Orleans, 
lr. Fonta ia very much interested in Bambeos and has quite a few 
different vasioties and species already, One specles, apparently 
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geris, grows ag hich amg 60 feet or go. It 

is a notes preading apecles and multiplies not very cuickly, ag 
auoy, it is not a gommercial species. In case, however, we 
establish some bamboo atations, then Mr. Fonta will be pleased 
te supply us with some plants. The good thing about this bamboo 
ig that it grows easily from stem cuttings. 

uw. Fonta has a book entitled: "Les Bambous, Vegetation, 
Culture, Multiplication, In Burepe & Rn Mgerie » par Auguste 
Riviere. Gharles Riviere, Paris, 1879. 

Has we got thie bok in our libeary? If not, it seems 
to be well worth our while te cet it. 

Me. Fonta showed us severe] of our own glanta, like 
gome maples from China, some woodnut oil trees 15 ~ 20 feet 
tall, Sapium gebiferum, and some minor things. I wrote you 
already how very big tallow trees were killed to the ground here 
in 1899 but it is surprising to see how quickly things grow again 





specimens. The insect peste, however, are very mumerous. White 
fly, ved spider, scales of all descriptiona and every other kind 


of pest is to be found. It seoma thet the pests of various kinds 
are getting worse axl worse here in the United States. Mr. Fonta 
tole me it got 5° above, that oold winter they had 10 years ago; 
he didn't have many banboos then and ag suoh eouldn't aay how they 


had been affected, but I suppose tue Bamouga vulgaris 





ars WSs) ors BPN a eee 9) 
: bys _ ev ied 
ea" 

#2 







er “ 
sis td PRL Ue waa 


$f .oe 10 4002 08 xe dgid as Bwory 
as quliolus ruv 0m seilgttium baa nokoogs 


se DEORE 


= geet "gy oh -wotooqs {atomeamoo o Jom af #2 «(ue SY 


de by une 


























7 ’ 5s taen 


Seaety'ed Libe atao'l “ak sad ‘yomitate coded enoe datslatee 
dospratt ahh ed: quay 
eoteat whe uses pubis boog ect ~ ante enon iis be ens yiaque oF 
| segattdve move aoe vbnse every ¢h dad Ob = 
? ‘ ; Se? ae. tag "RAM Lecvaunll terse 
canksaseae¥ qtoodanit cor thots ice: ood 6 out stat PC a oe .: 
eh % hoe etal w mutes.” 
ee stensa ie wetenlh i & egoud a ‘wobdeobin th i Sosmees. re: 
Lae e's wee Rese ea RS 


‘9 GTB cate oor soli - 


£ 


a. f bes ftom, 

esos af ton 4 ‘rewendAt mo af Se ela Sop ow Oo ; ; 

(ab ag Eft: gpeiaacd sir Pabaas fyat2: 

at sou ot oti ‘a0 iituow Ife ocet Ah ea 

seryadd BOLE pane Re | 

cist shuts aro wae te Lumen us Sowode atu at Since reer 

% a Sect sadelt _— ae. t Saracen 

“toot ¢ 8 ~ - a ened tho dssaioon ¢ enon ® yacited — 20 Legon oa | 
: eet, ty yaa baek tet OR: eee 








FER) ee oe a a ; . 
ot see 0 6 ati oa eon? yal 9 v wo nos ade 


wie gadé Sa lhe? eeel wad - 


abaye wory egadst vileki> wed 908 of sesanarow al deta SAE at < 


Ry ruth be Las ‘skits 
fy Ou i ) RAL ahd 


Lots ube ee oy alg 


Saaee bat souk Of gr ony bad ie 





off GL badt gogo to weno: ats “0 6 $ yl th 


ool vot & ou ‘ovo ater acer : 10. ‘seteuat at oom ie 
re ptoany cael weg ‘wt roel 


oat -ecotmant YOY Ct 5 «raven. yotvog fount oat Page 
‘He Lae “RE: BGA bie 3. pe pbyact aay ores BOR. 4 i 
babs wise eure haw axoit;isoeeh ‘ifs Ye eoleoe robe £0 « te 
cc barmngde _citted fale Te Jaa. eet gatas... aac: SM 
cba euokssv Yo wdeeg exif dasid wanee aT shock od ot el deeg to 7 
ta i gout atte. aot eaeewds aac der fad pore 
‘stat: nh “seated bediat ei suk er onsen baa eo700 3 é 
NE ee. a a os ae ents é 
oon ewe OE Bat yt sodube Blco ¢ we ‘ 
Shonen Me Me ae a ae Satie a 
ial wort ae #abuoe owe 68 Das ands voodand 


x blvow gieeex 
. 





| 730, 
Srenee te the ground. 
By the way, “x, Fonta holds himself recommended fer any 
kind of b 
well in the vegion around New Orleans. 





aboos or other plents that sight be expected to doe 


In the morning of December 29 Mr. Clarke and I went 
to Abbeville ani I wrote you already ef our expericness. 
Well, the next dey ir. Clarke went te Crowley, Loulsi- 
ana, and I to Hew Iberia, Louisiana, to see e gentleman, Dr. 
fds from Abbeville hed recommndei we to see. His neme isntt 





Willer ag I was told, bat BE. ¥. Millard and he isn't omy longer 


Progressive League of New [beriay ag that 





secretary of th 
asgomiation was abserbed by the New Tooria Chamber of Commerce. 
By, Millerd wasn't able te Go mich for us. We tried to get Dr. 
a, P, Harrison, a wealthy land-omer at Spanish Lake, Sisdatenn ; 
bat on account of the wretched state of the roads Br. Harriaon 
eoulda’t come, but we will try leter on. 

ite, Milled has done one very remarkable thing; naely, 


prafied gome years ago 4 peach sclem upon «& willow reot and 





strenge to aay, the plant lived and bore one fruit the second year, 
The taste however, was very bitter and 14 was really wiedible. 

The plant, however, wis not altogether happy and looked stunted 
and when Mr, Millard teok it ap to see how the union was leoking 
and he trangpl 
that the peach really had united perfectly with the willow root. 
Now, isn't this strange? dnd the stranger part is, that the 





exbed it again, the olant died. He found, however, 
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Chinese have always told me thet they have crafted peaches uson 
willows ani that the fruits grow very large, but that they taste 
bad and I have always told them that they were telling me stories 
and would pay them a dollar if they could show me such a mon~ 
strocity., It seems, now, however, that it is possible. I wonder 
if Mr. Taylor ever heard of this cage in New Iberia, Wouldatt 
you please ask nlm? 

in the evening of Decembe SO or rather at midnight, ir, 
Gharke and I arrived in Housten, Texas, and were the next day in 
Pierce, where I left Mr, Glovke with his family. It has been 
adtogetner a mich greater pleagure for beth of us te have been 
able to hove made this trip together and Me, Glarke eanecially 
hea learned aml seen = very great many things that were new to 
him and that will seve to hin of creat benefit, in case he 
ghould be assigned to take up this bamboo work. 

I wrote you already from Victoria how I saw Pierce, 
with all ite vast expenses, ite few people doing ploncer and 
frontier work and above all, lite feeling of far-away-nesa from 
eenters of culture and civilisation. [ am in love, though, with 
the beautiful, good-natured Indian cattle and would be only too 
glad, if I oould see them come around my house asking to be petted. 

As you know, I orrived in Vietoris on January 1 and had 
to lay over there for 23 hours to catch the train to bromevilis, 

j Well, with writing, talking with Mr. Kinsler, Mr, J, D, Mitchell, 
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and others and going around one morniny with Me. Kinsler to an 
ovenge grove, the time flew away only too fast. 

Well, yo, about this orange grove. The plece is omed 
by & Urs Cy A. Walton and hes a dozen or sq bearing trees, vis., 


Satsumas, Dugat ponderosa lemons, Kumcuat, etc. The real estate 


agents base voon thig grove all. their predictions about this 
sountay being such a fine orange ge¢iion. However, a wise wan 
ghould ask around sed thea one hears strange tales. For instance, 
lie, J. D. Mitchell, the Entomologist, stotioned in Vietoria, told 
ne that 10 years ago 1t got as cold in Victoria as 4° above Zero 
ami all. tie weesatches | , | 





ni) were killed te the 
gvound and the Gulf of Mexico froze over st Port Lavaca, 

Hew people dare slant cranges and lemons in the face 
of such facts is more than Ll welerstand, To me it seems that 
the very bigger gert of Texas is destined te beoeme a cattle 
country. Alfalfa does well, eartain beang de tee ani all they 
need is to tweed their om strains of cattle. For tender fruit 
growing the very greater part of Texsa is just as risky as 
, Fleride is. Mr, Kinsler told me he is working upon better 

breeds of cotton and ef com. All right, sueh things are plain 
crops, which, even if the people should lese « erop or two, 
through droughts, drowning out, freezes or what else, de not ruin 
them altogether, especially if thay are wise enowgh to keep some 
eattle on the side end some stored hay next to then. 
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Well, I enclose herewith the postal eard the aan gave 
mo who ows or rums that orange grove. Hig name ig ©, A. Walton, 
Victoria, Texas, He told me he would be very clad te receive 

Some things from us that might be of use to hin, Espseially sone 
rare fruits would be welcome. Let me send him gome Zyayohus 
The firet one will prob- 





ably thrive here and the second one wild aurcly grow, but may net 
‘bear although one never knows. If we send out more Acbinidias, 
we have to tell the people that thay are vines, for even if. Green 
and hig mon didn’t imow that such waswthe cage. — 

¥ all, yesterday, 1145 P.M, f left Victoria and proe- 
ceeded to Brownsville, where I arrived at 11150 P.M, 

At first when ono leaves Vietoria the trees and sarubs 
are all, heavily laden with Spanish mogs and with mistletees, but 
goon one sees ihe moss grow smaller and smaller and cactae begin 
to appear until at last one sees nothing but Opustias and mesquite 
bushes, I haven't been e 
make some observations on the behavior of plants, but one thing is 
certain, that this is a country of oxtremes. The minimum tempera- 
ture has beem as low as 12° and the maxima as high as 102°, ‘the 


mouch sround nere jo have been able te 





 gmellest amoung of rsinfoll one year was 12 inches, another year 
it was 60 inches. Something enormous really. Maybe in Southern 
Turkestan I may find plants that are suited te this climate herw. 
Or maybe Northern Indie will offer us some things. Good shade 
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treegsare especially wanted all through Tastern Texasaand fruit 
trees, too, are needed, 

Thies Southern Texas coun ry stands in climate between 
Southern California and Southern Florida, but it is worse than 
both, that is, it is especially hard on plant life. 

Well, tomorrow Br. Green and IT will visit a place close 
by here, where there sre some big bamboos. 

trusting these Sone letters don’t occupy your time too 
mich, I remain, Mr. Yairehiid, 

Yours respeetfully, 


FRANK HN, MEYER. 


San Antonio, Texas, 
Janus.ry 10, 1900, 

Dear Mr. Yairchild; 

Another week has pasged since I wroteyou last and I 
am still on the Boe 

Well, I will herewith cive you some idea how f spent 
my time. As you know from my letters, Sunday, | Jamary 3, -_ 
pretty well consumed by the visit to the South Texas Garden and 
the writing of my reports. 

Monday, January 4, I went again to the garden and we 
overlooked suitable sites for Bamboos. The trouble in Browns- 
ville is, like nearly over the whole of Texas, the prevailing 


hard winds. And that is a serious drawback for successful bam 
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7354 
boo culture. Then, of course, as you Know, the people have to 
irrigate here to obtain the best results of their crops, bet the 
big bamboos apparently can be grown quite successfully that way, 
as the several big groves scattered over the state of California 
have proven, 

The cost of labor here in Southern Texas is highly in 
favor of a commercial planting of bamboo for it is all Mexican 
labor at the east of from BO¢g to 75¢ per dey. In case these 
people could be taught how to handle the raw material and weave 
it into baskets and make furniture from it, then they could grow 
it here quite well. 

Well, on Monday afternoon I was introduced to a number 
of prominent poople engaged in agriculture and in various commer- 
cial enterprises and visited the Commercial Club of Brownsville 
vhere Mr, Green handed me over to some reporters and the Secretary, 
Mre Re N. WVagil and the results can be imagined, I had to promise 
to deliver en sidress the next night and they teok us around in an 
sutomobile to the “Resada de la Palma," where I sew two big clumps 
of a bamboo (probably Bambusn yulgaris, vars). ‘The tallest steme 
were about 45 feot tall, but the plants had gone back on account of 
not having had sufficient moisture during the last years. ‘The 
winds, too, seem to vtunt the growth somewhat, 

Then, after having seen this place we went through the 
brush for several miles and IT noticed the various Acacias, mes- 
quites, wild bony, Cactus, etc., showing the land to be rich, | 


but aleo showing the scarcity of the minfell, for all of the 
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wild vegetation looks stunted. We didn't see a single tall tree. 

| ‘wr next alm was a large cane sugar Plantation with its 
factory in the course of completion, known as the Ohio-Texas Cor 
poration, but om our way the machine broke down and long delays 
were the outcome, However, the repairs were made and I was shown 
the large boilers and warious other pleces of machinery and heard 
how they will feed their boilers with the crushed cane, snving as 
such an enormous amount of fuel and mot having the cumbersome 
waste material on hand. 

The yreeent ¢ane plantation has 1200 acres of sugard in 
one Glock, but when everything goes well, they will extend it to 
20,000 acres}! they claim that the sugar percentage in the Lower 
Rio Grande section is greater per acre than most anywhere and that 
it will be a splendid money mking business. 

Well, on account of our breakdown we got home while 
the full moon was high up in the skies but a good meal soon made 
us forget the disagreeable features of our excursion trip. | 

On Tuesday, January 5, Mr. Green and I went to a big 
palm grove close to Brownsville. One person told us it was a 
distinet variety of palm, not being the ordinary Sabsal Mexicana 
which is quite common heres To me they look a Little more stunted 
and seem to be slower growing than the commoner forma, but that 
{s about all. | 

In the afternoon. of the same day we met a Dr. Wilson 
whe has « large ranch near Brownsville and who is very much in- 


terested in horticulture. Ye decided to visit a Mexican flower 
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garden in Matamoros, Mexico, ami called there upon the American 
Consul, Mr» Miller, who accompanied us and. acted as int erpreter. 
There were « whole lot of plants in thie garden, too many in fect, 


to enumerate them all, but f my pick out a few of the most 


interesting ones Like Bougehn mvilles, globra, Hibiscus résa-sinensia, 
Carica pamya, Pithecolobium sp-, Plumera alba, Antigonum leptopus, 
Psidium Gujava, Porsea gratissima, pomegranates, figs, bananas, 
sour and sweet evinnieé ete. 

In general, though, there ie an absence of good fruite 
ell through thie section and anything that wéll be able to stand 
the rather strange climate will be thoroughly appreciated by the 
people of the Lower Rio Grande Valley. 

Well, in the evening of January 6 I gave my telk before 
a big audience and hed to answer so many questions that my head 
fairly bussed. These people here all want to grow fancy things 
like oranges, grapes, bananas, figs, even simlhemp, etc. Well, 
I hed to toll them that we of the Department of Agriculture could 
not advise them as yet to start planting owt orange groves and 
other semi«tropical fruits in the face of the weather records 
that show hie $% got in Brownavilie down to 12° end 14°, the 
several land agents that were present didn’t like it the way I 
told them and they got out all kinds of wonderful statements, 
pot most of them could be proven to be only phenomenal things 
or to be plain stories. One manygot up and said thet of all the 
years he hed been here he had never seen it so cold here as in 


Riverside, California, where the people mexe millions from their 
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oranges, Well, unfortunately this very mn head told me in the 
afternoon that he hed been here three years, so in answering 
him I had to use his own statement and--silence reigned after. 
We had s wonderful audience; one drunken schoolm ster who had 
been on a spree for & solid month got up and reniered a poem 
about tombetones and desolation and highly ammeed the company. 
Another man denounced the land sharke while some of the last 
were rather rabid in their statements ond others again emeath 
like silk, Yee, truly, we hed a womderful andience; typical of 
. the border country: mon with big Texas heats and top boots on, 
others with loosened shirte and not caring a d. for anything, 
If ever I write a book about my experiences in America, this 
Bromusville ensemble will get « few mges. 

I enclose herewith a few papers about my talk that 
night, algo two postal cards from a gentleman by the name of 
Jase BT, Kilgore et Percedes, Texas. This gentlemen is experi-+ 
menting with grapevines and expects some big results. 

It is a good thing that we have several gardens in 
Texas, for almost every section hac probleme to solve entirely 
of ite own. Take the Lower Rio Grande section, for instance, 
There they have an almost tropical climte,obut yet every so 
many years cold waves come down and prevent real tropleal plants 
from being grown. At the same time the winters are on the 
average far too warm to be congenial for deciduous stuff. ‘things 


that are needed are especially shade trees ami fruit trees. 
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On Wednesday, Jamary 6, M. Green and I went to Port 
Isabel and Padre Island at which points we saw the low, sandy 
land, most of it full of alkali, We saw, however, a few good 
specimens of the black Spanish grape and of the Museatel in the 
yard of a German lady. “Ghe also showed ue a few lemon trees 
which got frozen down to the ground 8 or ? years ago but which 
had grown up since 10 geet or oo. 

Well, on January 7, I bade goodbye to If. and Mrs. 
Green who had been very hospitable to me and in the ewening I 
arrived here in San Antonio. 

I heave been a little unwell these last two or three 
days, but expect it to wear off agnin pretty soon, 

With beat of regards to all, I remin 

Yours respectfully, 


PRAMK YW. MEYER 
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Opelolsas, Louisiana, 
Jamary 12, 1909. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild 

4na I am still a goodly distance away from my official 
homes 

Today I have been exploring the neighborhood of this 
town and covered. about 25 miles in a bugsy, the weather is very 
chilly here right now and a grey sky and muddy roade make things 
not altogether as nice as people generally suppose the "Sunny 
South” to de. 

Tt game here at the suggestion of Dr, Wiwards from 
Abbeville, Louisiana, who told me that the soil was very rich 
heve, of a alayey neture, and that the land was rolling. Well, 
the lend is somewhat rolling, but mot much, though, and the 
soil although here and there of a reddish clayey nature is not 
euactly rich, om most places it ia decidedly poors If found, 
however, a etmll section east of Weehington (St. landry Perish) 
where perhaps in the future barboos might be grown, that is, 
however, when the cecasiom) freezes here are not too severe, 
for it seems to got here quite a good deal mider than somewhat 
farther south. There is very little Spanieh moss here on the 
trees and in this state that ia a sign of occasionally severe 
colds, | 

Tomorrow morning I will go to New Tberia and gee if we 
can't get a deal through this time im regard to a suitable piece 


of land for the timber bamboos. J am longing to get beck to 
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Washington, I really never expected this journey to last that 
long. 

Well, I will give you my experiences of these last 
dayae As I wrote you ina letter from Gan Antonio, dated 
January 10, I arrived in that city from Brownsville on Thureday 
evening Jamary 7, 1909, I hed caught some kind of a sold and 
felt far from well the next day aud skiyed in bed. 

On Saturdsy, Jamary 9, I went otf again and visited 
the Governsiontal Experiment Yarm five miles or so from San antonio 
where I met Mr, Ss H. Hastings, in charge, and his assistant, A. 
Ge Gohattenberg, Pr. Petersen from Yuma, Ariszone, was there also 
and we overlooked pretty near the whole place. Here they have 
again different problems to solve as elther in the Houston, 

. Victoria or Browmmekille sections. A very irregular rainfall, 
great extremes in temperatures and winds blowing most of the 
time, see here a few of thoir problemas 

Well, ome light polnt we found and that is this; all 
of the plants from Northern China thrive apparently well here. 
Amy gaa. lis davidiana Looks aa thrifty as if one saw it in China 
silk this tree may prove to be a most valuable stock for peaches 
in this part of Texas, 

Then, Vitese incisa, Grewia parviflora, apricots, 
Aatinidia sinensis, Japanese persimmons, they «11 looked very 
well and I have great hopes of all of our Northern Chinese 
plants doing well here. 
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Mr» Hastings hag like most of owr men in charge of 
stations, a vhole lot to learn yet about the real practices 
and mnlpuletione of horticultwre, bat by lots of experimentee 
tion ani tevine, we will be eble te give the poople of this 
Contral Texas region some ree] good things. 1 personally think 
that Chinese detes and persimmons and probably also Chinese 
i Brapes can be grown here commercially. Vrs Heetings told me 
that the aprieots hadn't set a single fruit least year, but that 
may be due to something wrusuml, otherwise T expact the Asiatic 
varloties to do well, 
ir. Hastings told me he wonld writeyou for all of the 
Northern Chinese things that I sent in and I trust you will send 
him a few specimens of al) shrubs and trees especially. f aigo 
pers nally recommend to send him 200 or 300 anh of Anygdalis 
davidiang to give this fellow @ thorowh trie] in this section. 
it also seems thet the Chinese pears do very well 
around Gan antonio, so some of our seedlings from Chico might 
be sent. Let me also try 9 specimen or two of the white barked 
pine tree. ‘These people here are in need of more ornamental 
trees ond I observed thet Thuy orientalis and Juniperia sinensis 
were doing well in some private gprdens, so Pinus bungesnus may 
do well also 
in the afternoon I went with lr. Schattonberg to a 
Vr. Fe Pe Collings, a retired merchant who lives in the outskirts 
of San Antonio and who ie gresmtly interested in horticulture 
and has quite = collection of various plants. He got severel 
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things from us like Carob beans, Pistaches, Chinese hackberries, 
etc, These hackberries, especially, had made a remarkable growth. 
He would be mich pleased to receive some more hardy things. Tf 
wish as such that we might send him a few Amygdalus davidiana, 
the more ag his peaches are dying from root rot and this Chinese 
apecie may perhans be immune and be uged, then, as a stock, then 
a Pimus bungoans, a Pistacia sinensis, an Ulime pumila might be 
added. This Mr. Collins has struck a rich Artesian well and 
irrigates his land, which he rents out to truck farmers. He 
takes a personal pride in his grden and has really the best 
collection of heterogenous plante that IT have seen as yet in 
one garden in fexas. His high stem Ligustraum lucidum are re« 
morkably fine looking. Then, he has # perennial climbing — 
yellowmflowered morning glory from Vexico anc » perenniel bushy 
porple-flowered one from the same sountry which plants are both 
probably rare. ur. Collins @lso finds that the mulberry and 
the hackberry sre smong the best of shade trees for thet part 
of the Lone Star state where he is living, but he has some threc- 
yeer old black walmt trees that may prove to become just as 
good shade trees. | 

Well, to me Texas seems to have more problems in regard 
to successful plant growth than any other sevtion of the tnited 
States I have ever been in, 

On Sunday evening I left San Antonio and last night, 
Wonday, January 11, saw me arrive here, 

I surely hope to be in Washington by the end of this week. 
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With best of regurds, I am 
Youre respectfully, 


PRANK N. MSYER. 


New Tberia, Louisiana, 
January 14, 1909. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

Again in New Theria where I stopped over a fortnight 
or 80 a€o. 

Well, this time again I haven’t been very lucky. 
Yesterday ani today have been record deys for downpours. But 
we went out just the same. 

I onlled yesterday upon tr. “% F. Millard, "itor of 
the Yeekly Iberian, here in New Iberia, and he drove me around 
and inbroduced me to a mumber of people who might be able to 
assist us in obtaining sone suitable land for a plantation of 
bamboos. Well, the big mass of people shrink away, the moment 
they hear we can’t pay a decent price for the land. It is 
really remarkable to notice how quickly they are able to give 
the address of some party whom they suppose is of such means 
or of such nature to fall in with us all of a sudden. 

Well, we called upon a Kr. Ym. Lourd here in Kew 


Theria and overlooked a tract of land he possesses here, This 
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gentleman is willing to deed-in-trust us a 200 acres of his land, 
but his lend is tiei up in a mortgage problem. ‘hen he can 
aettle thal satisfactorily we will be able to «et it, if not, 
we will have to go somewhere @lse, The land is all right, 
though, for our plants. 

Then, today Mr. Millard end I drove out again in the 
mowt abominable weether and wert to a Pr. A. A. Theriot at 
Morbihan, Louisiana. ‘The whole country woe under water from 
the very heavy rains, so we couldn't overlook the land, tut it 
ig of a heavy, black, clayey nature. Mr. Theriot is also willing 
to let us have 20 acres of his land, but hie property is algo 
tied up until the next year, He sald, however, that sometime 
during Sepbomber he will be able to tell us more about this 
propositions Re invites our correspondence bus I suggest that 
it might be a good thing for you to write him your appreciation 
of hie offer. 

“hen, this Mr. & 7. Millard here offers us to supply 
information shout some More possible cooperators if he comes 
acrose them, This Mr, Millard is quite an intd ligent man, of 
quiet ways, wut very sivecere and he say be of much use to us in 
further ing to erouse a public intereet in these commercin1l bam- 
boos. He, for himself, would be plensed to receive a clump of 
the timber bamboo to experiment with in his garden. 

T also enclose & short article Pr. ‘illard wrote in 
his paper about my visits there ere o few misstatements in it, 


but one oan't take things so exact here in the newspapers. 
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Well, I hope to leave tomorrow morning for New Orleans 
and from there over Huntsville, Alabama, where T want to sce an 
old friend of mine, a fruit grower, and then " will arrive in 
Washington either Monday or Tuesday morning, 

AS suth, I say "Aur Wiedersehen", 

Yours respectfully, 
PRANK N, WeYER. 


New Theria, Louisiana. . 
Jamiary 14, 1909. 
Dear Wr. Yairchild: 
Herewith I am enclosing 4 clippings which seem to me 
<0 interesting to throw aways 
two of them refer to qmils being oxterminators of 
cotton boll weevils; another to the experience of a Wr. J. Me 
Waddell, Morel, Arkangas, to the effect that salt and sulphur 
mixed are an antidote to cattle ticks, ate. 
The fourth clipping refers to the orange industry in 
Yexas and mane are some points in this article about which I 
would lize to speak with you later on. As I have given many 
Pexans my opinion about sutceessful oranwe culture, I have become 
quite interested in this problem, I see among other things, 
that this writer overlooks entirely the fact thetwhen a severe 


freeze occurs, the fruit dealers will seok other markets and 
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that it is mighty herd to regain a market once lost. Yell, I 
hops to soe in Washington some parties in charge of these Texas 
experiments, 
| I rem in, 
Yours respectfully, 


PRANX MN, MEYER. 


Washington, D,. C, 
March 25, 1909. 
Dear Mr, Pairchild: 

Your Letter of March 15, 1909, in which you advised me 
to look through correspondence about Medicago cancellata, has 
reached me and I did as you suggested. 

I see thet it qvews together with other interesting 
species of Nedicagos in the Maeplan Sea regions, Caucasus, Crimes, 
etc. I would like to have a set of notes regarding these Medi« 
eagos added to the notes on Central Asian plente that are being 
prepared for Me. 

Yours respectfully, 
FRADE NW, MEYER. 
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Washington, D. Cc. 


Mpril 12, 1909. 
Dear Ma. Pairchild: 

Yesterday afternoon (Sunday) I made an inspection of 
the green houses and frames and found several things in an 
unsatisfactory condition, 

Fhis afternoon (Honday} I went to see Mr. Oliver to 
ask his suggestions concerning possible improvements to be made, 
I found, however, Mr. Oliver highly unamendsble, telling me that 
when plants were once tumned over to him he had charge of them 
and could treat them as he pleased. 

low, I want to make this sugsestion to you. Since Mr, 
Oliver has apparently too much work with his hybridization work 
and gince he doesn't seem to have the knack of allowing other 
people to do things that are nesessury for the welfare of certain 
plants, thet the ordimary taking care of materiel be turned over 
to Mrs Goucher who will b@ held responsible for it while Mr. 
Oliver's skillful labora may be empluyed wherever necessary. 

I an 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK BH, WCY Mile 
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